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The English-American bis Travail by Sea and Land: 
O R, 

A NEW SVRVEY 

r\ r TUT? 

WEST-INDIAS, 

CONTAINING 

A Journall of Three thoufand and Three hundred 


«§# 


«§* 


Miles within the main Land of AMERICA. 

Wherin is let forth his Voyage from Spain to S'.lobnde Vlhm] 
and from thence to Xalappa , to TlaxcalL i, the City of Angeles, and 
forward to Mexico ; With the defeription of that great City, 
as it was in former times, and alfo at this prefent. 

Likewife his Journey from Mexico through the Provinces of Gnaxaca, 
Chiapa 3 Guatemala , Vera, PaTruxillo , Comayagua 5 with his 
abode Twelve years about Guatemala, and efpecially in the 
Indian*towns of Mixco , P imla,¥etapa,Amatitlan. 

As alfo his ftrange and wonderfull Cony^rfion, and Calling from thole 
remote Parts to his Native Countrey. 

With his return through the Province of Nicaragua,and Cofia Rica , 

to Nieoja, Panama, ¥ortobelo, Cartagena, and Havana, with divers 
occurrents and dangers that did btfal in the faid Journey. 

ALSO, 

A New and exa& Difcovery of the Spanifh Navigation to 
thole Parts ; Apd of their Dominions, Government, Religion, Forts, 
Cattles, Ports, Havens, Commodities, falhions, behaviour of 
Spaniards,Priellsand Friers,Blackmores,VIuIatto’s,Meftifo’s s 
Indians; and of their Feaftsand Solemnities. 

Witha Grammar, or fome few Rudiments of the Endian Tongue, 
called, Poconchi , or Pocoman. 


By the true and painfull endevours of Thomas Gage, now Preacher of 
the Word of God at Acris in the County of Kint, Anno Dorn. 1648. 

London , Printed by R . Cotes , and are to be fold by Humphrey Blunden at the 
Caftle in CortthiU, and Tboma*. Williams ac the Bible in Little Britain , 1648. 








































To His Excellency 


S r THOMAS FAIRFAX Knight, 

Lord FAIRFAX 

CAMERON, 

CAPTAIN-GENERALL 

of the Parliaments Army* 

And of all their Forces in ENGLAND 3 and 
the Dominion of W A L E S. 

May it pleafe your 

Excellency, 

ie Divine Providence hath hitherto fo ordered 
my life , that for the greatefi part thereof f l 
have lived (as it were) in exile from my native 
Countrey : which happened , partly, by reafo/e 
of my education in the omijb T{eligion t and 
that in forraign V neverfities ; and partly , 
by my entrance into Monajiicall orders. For twelve years Jpace 
of which time, l was wholly dijpofed of in that part of America 
called New-Spain, and the parts adjacent. My difficult going 
thither , being not permitted to any , but to thoffe of the Spanifh 
Nation j my longft ay there j and lajily my returning home , not 
enely to my Country , but to the true hyiowledg andfree-profeffton of 
the Gofpels purity } gave me reafon to conceive. That theje great 
mercies were not appointed me by the heavenly Powers , to the end l 
fhould bury my Talent in the earth , or hide my light under a bufbell, 
but that l Jbonld impart what l there faw and knew to theufe 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 

and benefit of my Englifb Countrymen j And which the rather 
l held my felf obliged unto, becanfe in a manner nothing hath 
been written of thefe Farts for thefe hundred years loft paft, 
which is almofi ever fince the fir ft Conquefi thereof by the Spa¬ 
niards, who are contented to loje the honour of that wealth and 
felicity they have there fince purchajed by their great endev ours, 
fo they may enjoy the fafety of retaining what they have formerly 
gotten in peace and fecurity. In doing whereof I fhall offer no 
Collections, but fuch asfhall arife from mine own obfervations, 
which will 06 much differ from what formerly hath been hereupon 
Written, as the pitture of a perfon grown to mans efiate, from that 
which was takgn of him when he was but a Ckilde $ or the lajl 
hand of the Painter, tothefirfi or rough draught of the pi&ure. 

I am told by others, that this may prove amofi acceptable worfy 
but I doe tell my, felf that it will prove both lame and imperfect, 
and therefore had needtojbelter my felf under the Jbadowoffome 
high protection, which I humbly pray your Excellency to afford 
me\ nothing doubting, but as God hath lately made your Excellency 
the happy inftrument, not onely of faving my felf, but of many 
numbers of godly and 'P?ell affe6ted people in this County of Kent, 
(where now Irefide by the favour of the Parliamentj from the 
imminent ruine and defiruBion plotted againfi: them by their moft 
implacable enemies } fo the fame God who bath led your Excellency 
through fo many difficulties towards the fettlement of the peace of 
this Kingdom, and reduElimof Ireland, will, after the perfecting 
thereof (which God of bis mercy haflen) dire ftyour Noble thoughts 
to employ the Souldiery of this Kingdom upon fuch jufi and honour 
rable defignes in thof e parts of America, as their want of a&ion 
at home may neither be a burden to themfelves nor the Kingdome. 
To your Excellency therefore I offer a New-World, to be thefub- 
jeB of your future pains, valour , and piety, befeecbingyour accep¬ 
tance of this plain but faithfull relation of mine, wherein your 
Excellency, and by you the Englifb Nation fhall fee what wealth 
and honor they have lofi by one of their narrow hearted Princes, 
Vt>ho living in peace and abounding in riches , did notwithfianding 
rejeSt the offer of being firtf difeoverer of America j and left it 
unto Ferdinando of Arragon, who at the fame time was wholly 
taken up by the Warrs, in gaining of the City and Kingdome of 
Granada, from the Moores j being foimpoverifhed thereby, that 
be was compelled to borrow with fome difficulty a few Crowns of a 
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very mean man, to fet forth Columbus upon fo glorious an expe¬ 
dition. dniyet, if time were closely followed at the heels, we are 
not fo farr bebinde , but we might yet take him by the fore-top. 
Tv which pnrpofe , onr Plantations of the Barbadoes, St. Chri- 
ftophers, Mems, and the reft of f/jeCaribe-Iflands, have not 
onely advanced our journey the better part of the way ; but fo 
mured onr people to the Clime of the Indies, as they are the more 
inabled thereby to undertake any enterprife upon the firm Land 
with greater facility. Neither is the difficulty of the attempt fo 
great, as fomc may imagine ; for I dare be bold to affirm it kiiow- 
S ngly s That with the fame pains and charge which they have been 
at in planting one ofthofepettie lflandsphey might have conquer'd 
fo mxny great Cities , and large Territories on the main Continent, 
as might very Ttell merit the title of a Kingdome. Onr TSfeighbors 
the Hollanders may be our example in this cafe ; who whilfi we 
have been driving a private Trade from Tort to Tort, of which 
we ate likely no ll> to be deprived , have conquered fo much Land in 
the Eaft and Weft- Indies, that it may be faid of them, as of the 
Spaniards, That the Sunn hever lets upon their Dominions. 
And to meet with that objeSlion by the way , That the Spaniard 
being intituled to thofe Countries, it were both unlawfull 
and againft all confcience to dilpofiefs him thereof. 1 anfwer s 
that (the Topes donation excepted) I know no title he hath but 
force, Ubich by the fame title , and by a greater force may be 
repelled. And to bring in the title of Firft-difcovery , to me it 
feems as little reafon, that the failingof a Spanifh Ship upon the 
coafi of India, ffmld iniitle the Kmg of Spain to that Countrey, 
as the fay ling of an Indian or E'nglifti Ship upon the coafi of Spain, 
fbould intitle either the Indians or Englilh unto the Dominion 
thereof. No quefiion but the juft right Or title to thofe Countries 
appertains to the Natives themfelveswho , if they Jball willingly 
and freely invite the EngliHi to their protection, what title foever 
they have \n them , no doubt but they may legally transferr it or 
communicate it to others. And to fay, That the inhumane butchery 
which the Indians did formerly commit in facrificing of fo many 
reafenable Creatures to their wicked Idols, was a fuffeient war¬ 
rant for the Spaniards to diveft them of their Country, The fame 
argument may by much better reafon be inforced againft the Spa¬ 
niards themfelves, who have facrificedfo many miUms <?/Iftdians 
to the Idol of their barbarous cruelty, that many populous Iflands 
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and large Territorities upon the main Continent , are thereby at 
this day utterly uninhabited , as Bartholomeo de las Cafes, the 
Spariifh Bijhop of Guaxaca in New-Spain, hath by his Writings 
in Print jufficiently tejiified. But to end all dilutes of this na¬ 
ture $ [wee that God hath given the earth to the fons of Men to 
inhabite ; and that there are many vafi Countries in thofe 
parts , not yet inhabited either by Spaniard or Indian, whyJhould 
my Countrymen the English be debarred from making ufe of that , 
which God from all beginning no quejiion did ordain for the 
benefit of manlqnde? 

But I will not molejl your Excellency with any further argu¬ 
ment hereupon j rather offering my felf and all my weakjmdeVours 
(fuch as they are) to be employed herein for the good of my 
Country j I befeech Almighty God to profper your Excellency , 
Who am 

The moft devoted and humbleftof 
your Excellencies fcrvants, 


T HO. gage: 




UPON 









UPON 


This WORTHY WORK, 


Of his moft worthy Friend 

The 


A V T h O R. 


EADEK behold prefen ted to thine eve.* 

_a. .1 1 9 



What u s otf red long agoe. 

Of New-World a new difcovcrie* 

Which here our Author doth fo clearly fhow a 
That he the ftate which of thefe Parts would know. 

Need not hereafter fearch the plenteous {lore 
Of Hackjnit , Purchas and RjtmHjw i 
Or learn d Acojla s writings to look o*re$ 

Or what Herera hath us told before , 

Which merit not the credit due from hence* 

Thofe being but reek ningsof anothers fcore. 

But thefe the fruits of felf-cxperience : 

Wherein our Author ufeth not the fence 
Of thofe at home, who doe their judgments IcaVe* 

And after wandring farr with vaft cxpence. 

See many things, which they doe ne’r perceive $ 

Laborious are by ftudy much at home 

To know thofe Parts, which they came lately from* 

Leis doth he ufe us as the late writ Bonk* 


™ — um micnor neitncr doth us tell. 
Or to us fhew one inch of Sea or Ground, 



Unlcfi 





To the READER. 


Unlels iucha&s which in his time befell, 

Or what his eyes faw the Horizon bound .* 

He uttereth nought at all he heard by found, 

He fpeaks not ol a City or a Street, 

But where himfelf hath often gone the round. 

And measured o’re with his induftrious feet. 

And yet it muft acknowledg’d be for true, 

Since worthy Hawkjns, and the famous Drake 
Did firft prefent unto the Englilh view 
This New-found-world, for great Eliza's fake; 
Renowned Ttywleigb twice did undertake 
With labours great, and dangers not a few, 

A true difeovery of thefe Parts to make, 

And thereof writ both what he faw and knevV. 

But as the man who in a Ship doth pafs 

Our narrow Seas, the flowings of each tide, 

The Ships courfe, foundings, turnings of the glafs. 
What Land he makes on North or Southern fide. 
He may impart: But who they be abide, 

Or what Religion, Language, or what Nation 
Pofiefs each Coaft; fincehc hath never tride. 

How can he make thereof a true Relation? 

So thofe who have deferib’d thefe Parts before. 
Of Trade, Winds, Currents, Hurican’s doe tell, 
Of Headlands, Harbours, trendings of the fliore. 
Of Rocks and Ifles: wherein they might as well 
Talk of a Nut, and onely fhew the (hell; 

The kernell neither tafted, touch’d nor feen 
Had yet remain’d; but that it fo befell, 

That thefe Relations to us made have been ; 
Differing as much from what before y’have heard. 
As doth a Land-Map from a Seamans Card. 

But how thefe truths reveal’d to us fliould bee. 
When none but Spaniards to thofe Parts may 205 
Which was eftablifh’d by fevere Decree, 

Left Forain people fliould their fecrets know; 
This Order yet to be negle&ed fo, 

As that our Author had permiflion free, 

Whole Nation too they count their greateft foe, 
Seemeth almoft a miracle to me. 









To the READER. 

Sure the prefcience of that power Divine, 

Which fafely to thofe parts did him convey , 

Did not for nought his conftant heart incline 
There twelve whole years fo patiently to ftay * 

That he each thing exa&ly might furvay, 

Then him return’d, nay more did turn to us. 

And to him fhew’d of blifs theperfeft way, 

Which of the reft feems moft miraculous. 

For had the laft of thefe not truly been, 

Thefe fair Relations we had never feen. 

Nor can I think but this moft ufefull Book 
In time to come, may like fome new-born Starr, 

Dire& luch Wifemen as therein will look, 

And {hew their way un to thefe Regions farr. 

And though we now lie funk in Civill war. 

Yet you the worthy Patriots of this Land, 

Let not your hearts be drowned in defpair, 

And lb your future happinefs withftand. 

For time will come you (lull enjoy a Peace, 

But then no longer you muft joy in finrt, 

When they no more Ihall raign, thefe Wars (hall ceafe," 
And then your after biils ftiail loon beginn. 

The fiery trialls which you now are in, 

In ftead of foesfhall prove your beft of friends, 

And you from fervile bal.eafFe<ftion win, 

To fit your hearts for high and Nobler ends.* 

Your Drums which uf’d to beat their Martiall dance 
Upon the banks o (Garone y Seine and Soane } 

Whilft you trode meafures through the Realm of France^ 
Doe now at home (Oh grief !) on both fides groane, 

As if they did your ill (pile blood bemoane $ 

Which long agoe with Richard , England’s King, 

When he the holy Warr maintain’d alone, 

Their dreadfull notes did through Judea ring. 

Now ftiail the tawnie Indians quake for fear, 

Their direfull march to beat when they doe hear* 

Your brave Red-Croftes on both fides difplay’d. 

The noble Badges of your famous Nation, 

Which you yet redder with your bloods have made' 

And dy ’d them d^cjp in drops of deteftation. 


You 





To the READER. 

You (hall again advance with reputation, 

And on the bounds of utmoft Weftcrn (hore 
Shall them tranfplant, and firmly fix their ftation, 
Where Englifh Colours ne’r did fly before. 

Your well-built Ships, companions of the Sunn, 

As they.were Chariots to his fiery beams, 

Which oft the Earths circumference have runn, 
And now lie moar’din Severn , Trent ,and Terns, 
Shall plough the Ocean with their gilded Stems, 
And in their hollow bottoms you convay 
To Lands inrich’d with gold, with pearls and gems, 
But above all, where many thoufands flay 
Of wronged Indians , whom you fhall fet free 
From Spanijh yoke, and Romes Idolatry. 

All this and more by you fhall fure be done, 
Yet I no Prophet, nor no Prophets fonne. 


THOMAS chaloner: 
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NEW SVRVEY: 

OF THE 

WEST INDIES 

CHAP. I. 

How Rome doth yearly vifit the American and Afian Kingdom/. 

IH E policy, which for many yeares hath upheld the erring 
Church of Rome , hath clearly and manifeftly been difcovered 
by the many Errors which in feverall times by fundry Sy¬ 
nods or Geneiall Councells, (which commonly are but 
Apes of the Popes fancy, will, pleafare, and ambition ) have 
been enafted into that Church. And for fuch purpofes doth 
that man of Sinne, and Antichriftian tyrant, keep conftantly 
In Rome fo many poor Penfionary Bifhops as bounds at his 
table, fmelling put his ambitious thoughts, with whom he fills 
the Synods, when he calls them, charging them never to leave off barking and wearying 
out the reft of the Prelates, until! they have them all as a prey unto his proud and ambi¬ 
tious defignes ; from which if any of them dare to ftart, not onely their Penfions fhall 
be Purely forfeited, but their fouls fhall bee curled, and they as Hereticks Anathemati¬ 
zed with a Cenfure of Excommunication laufententu. Hence fprung that Matter-piece of 
Policy,decreeing that the Pope alone fhould be above the Generali Councell, left other- 
wife one Mans pride might be curbed by many heads joyned together; And fecondlyj 
that Synodicall definition, that the Pope cannot erre, that though theCouncels power, 
wifdome and learning were all lifted into one mans brain , all points of faith ftraitned 
Into one head and channellj yet the People IhopU not flagger in any lawfull doubts, 
nor the learned fort follow any more the light of reafon, or the funlhine of the Gofpel, 
but all yeelding to blind Obedience, and their moftholy Fathers infallibility, in the 
foggie and Cimmerian mitt of ignorance, might fecure their fouls from erring, or devia¬ 
ting to the Scylla or Cbarytdis of Schifm and Herefie. What judicious eye, that will 
not be blinded with the napki n of ignorance, doth not eafily fee that Policy only hath 
been thechief Aftor of thofe damnable Opinions of Purgatory, Tranfubftantiation, 
Sacrifice though unbjoody(as they term it)of the Mafs,Invoeation of Saints,their Cano¬ 
nization or inftalling of Saints into thejdngdom of heaven,Indulgences,auricular Con- 
felfion,with fatisfaftory Penance,and many fuch like: All which donbtles have been com¬ 
manded as points of Faith, not fo much to fave thofe wretched fouls,as to advance that 
crackt-brain head in the conceits of his Europaean wonderers, who long agoe were 
cfpycd out by the Spirit of John wondring after the.Beaft, worlhipping him for his 
power, and faying, Who is like unto the Reafl , rvbo is able to mak$ vearre with him ? Revel. 13. 
3,4. Thus can Policy invent a Purgatory, that a Pope may be fought from all parts of 
Europe, nay now from Eaft and Weft India’s, to deliver fouls from that imaginary Fire 
which never God created, but he himfelf hath fancyed, that fo much glory may be aferi- 
bed to him, and his power wondered at, who can plunge into torments, condemn to 
burning, and when he lift,deliver out of fire. Much more would he be admired, and his 
B goodneS 
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coodnefle extolled, if he would deliver at once all thole his Purgatory Pnfoners with¬ 
out that Simoniacall receipt of money. But policy can afford an infinite price and value 
of a facrifice of the Maffe, to delude the ignorant people, that though they leave their 
whole eftates to enrich Cloy<lers, and fat proud Prelates and Abbots • yet this Is no¬ 
thing, and comes fane Ihort (being finite>o that infinite Sacrifice, which onely can and 
mall deliver their fcoi ching, p*« brovlim* feuls: And if this infinite Sacrifice be not 


ft deliver their icorcnmg, nay broyling feuls: And if this. ----- 
, ugh, (which will not be enougffwhereasChrifts infinit fatisfaftion was not enough 

,n the opinion in that erroneous Church^Policy will gjve yet power to a Popeji 

affluant ?if money and rich bribes abound, to grant fuch plenary Indulgences, which 
may upon one Saints day, or at fuch a Saintt.Altar, work that fou our, which 
S lurking and frying in the deepeft pit of Purgatory. O who is like unto the 
Bead? But will thofe that wonder at him, bee alfo wondied at as workers of 
wonders and miracles-? Policy will give power to a Pope to canonize ludi , and 
and fet them at Gods fight hand, fit to be prayed unto, and called upon as Judges of our 
neceffitifSi and Auditors of our wants: But this honor muff be given, alter that the 

whole Colledge of Cardinalls have been clothed with new Purple Robes, and Loads 

of money brought to the Court of Rom ; Withefs thofe many thoufand pounds, 
which the City of Barcelona and the whole Country of Cataloma ‘pent in (he Canont- 
• 1 J r ?,a Dominican Fryer: Witneffeat leaft ten Millions,which 


And it is not feven years ago yet that it was my chance 

many as far as Millan in company ©f one Fryer John Baptifl a Franctfcan, who told me. 
That was the fourth time of his going to Rome from Valencia in the Kingdome of Ana- 
ff 0 » in Spain about the Canonization of one John Capijlrsno of the fame Order; and that 
befides the great Aimes which he had begged over many Countreys, (and in that journey 
went purpofely to lnfpurg to the Prince Leopoldo for his Aimes and Letters of commen¬ 
dation to the Pope and Cardinals) hehadfpent of the City of Valencia onelyfivethou- 
iand Duckets, and yet was not his Saint enthroned, as he defired, in heaven ; But lull 
money was wanting,and more demanded for the dignifying with a Saints title him,who 
had lived a Mendicant and begging Frier. Thus are thofe blinded Nations brought by 
Policy to run to Rome with rich treafiires, and thus doe they ftrive who (hall have moft 
Saints of their Countrcy or Nation, though impovcrifliingthemfelves; whilft at Rente 
ambition and Policy fay not, It is enough,fit mates for the Horfleechhis two daughters, 
crying, Give, give , Trov. 30.15. Give, fay they, and the rigid Penance juftly to Be impo- 
fed upon thee for thy finnes mod hdnous, (hall be extenuated and made eafie for thee. 
Give, fay they, and thou (hsUbsdifpenfed with to marry thy neareft Kinfwoman or 
Kinfman. It would be a long ftory to infert here how the Popes Policy fucks out of 
'England our gold and lilver for the authorizing of bur Papifts private Chambers and 
Altars for the gaining of Indulgences in them,and delivering of fouls out of Purgatory, 
when Maffes are faid and heard at them. Thus hath Rower policy blinded and deceived 
many of the European Kingdomes; and with the fame greedineffe gapes at Afia and 
America. Whowouldnotadmiretofeethatatthisdayin^ericjonely, the Popes 
authority and ufurped power is extended to as many Countreys as all Europe containes, 
■wherein no Religion but meer blinde Obedience and fubjeftion to thet Man of Sin is 
known 1 And daily may it more and more encreafe,whereas the King of Spain gloryetfi 
to have received from the Pope power over thofe Kingdomes farr greater than any other 
Princes of Europe have enjoyed from him. But the pity is,that what^ower thefe Princes 
have, they tnuft acknowledge it from Rowe, having given their own power and ftrength 
unto the Beaft, Rt»e/. 17.19. fuffering themfelves to be diverted of any Ecclefiafticall 
power over the Clergy, and unabled to tender any Oath of Supremacy and Allegiance to 
their own and natural! fubje&s, onely fofarreas his Holineffe (hall give them power. 
Which, Policy fince the firft Conqueft of the Weft India’s, and ambition to advance 
the Popes name, hath granted to the Kings of Spain , by a fpeciall title, naming thofe 
Kingdomes, E IPatrimonio Real , The Royall Patrimony; upon this Condition, thaS 
the King of Spain mu(\ maintain there the preaching of the Gofpel, Fryers, Priefts and 
Jefuites to preach it with all the erroneous Popifhdoftrines, which tend to the advance¬ 
ment of the Popes glory, power, and authority. So that what power hee hath diverted 
himfelf of, and inverted the Pope with 5 what power other Princes arc diverted of, and 
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the Kin*: of Spain in his Kingdomes oi Europe, from medling in Ecclefiafticall affaires, 
orwithEcelefiafticsll men; Arch-Bifhops, Bifhops, Preifts, Jefuites, Monies and 
Fryers* thatfamepower by way of Royall Parrimony is conferred upon him in the 
Indies only. And this only politickly to maintain there Popery ;el(e never would it have 
fo much increafed therefor poor Preifts and mendicant Fryers would never have had 
means enough to be atthechargesof fending yeerly Flockes and Sholes of Fryers thi¬ 
ther , neither to keep andmamtain them there * neither would the covetoufncffe of 
the Popes themfelves have afforded out of their full and rich treafures, means fufficient 
for the maintaning of fo many thoufand Preachers as at this day are preaching there, 
more Rome and Antichrifts name,then chcname of Chrilt and the truth of theGofpel. 
And policy having thus opened way to thofe ^American parts, the charges thus being 
laid upon the Crown of Spain, and the honour of a Royall Patrimony, with power 
over the Clergy thus conferred upon the Kings of Spain- how doth the Pope yeerly 
charge the Catholike King with noopes of Jefuites and Fryers to be conveyed thi¬ 
ther ? Now the Jefuites (the beft fcholats of Romes policy ) feeing this to bee thus 
fetled between the Pope and the King of Spain , for the increaung of their Order, and 
to fuppreffe the inci eafe of other Religions there,have thought firftof a way of chal¬ 
lenging all the India's to themfelves, alleadgingthatFms.if Xavieriw companion of 
Ignatius Loiola was the firft Preacher that ever preached in the Eaft India's, and fo by 
right that they being of his proteffion ought only tobefent thither.But this their way- 
being flopped by the oppofition of all other Religious orders, efpedaily by the folia- 
tation of one Fryer Diego CoBiado , a Dominican, as hereafter I will fhew more large¬ 
ly: Now,fecondIy,their policy is to leane more to the Popes of Rome^ then any other 
of thofe Orders, by a fpeciall Vow which they make above the three Vowesof other 
orders. Poverty, Chaftity, and Obedience to theirfuperiors* to wit, tobealwaies 
ready to go to preach when or whither foever the Popp {ball fend them,and toadvance 
his name, defend his power in what parts foever, maugre whatfoever danger, or op¬ 
pofition, Thus though the remoteneffc of America may difeotirage other Orders from 
going thither to preach, and their freewill which is left unto them to make choice of 
fo long and teaious a journey may retard their readinefle, and the dangers of the Bar¬ 
barians unwillingneffe to fubmitta a Popes pawer, and admit ©fa new Religion as fo- 
pefftitious as their own, may affright them from hazarding their lives among a barba- 
rou$, rude, and idolatrous people 5 yet if all others faile 3 the Pope ? and the Jclu- 
ites being thus agreed, andthe King of Spain bound by the new Royall Patrimony, 
Preachers have not, norfhall everbewantingin thofeparts: Andinfteadof the old 
Jefuites and Preachers grown in age, yeerly are fent thither Miflions( asthey call 
them) either of Voluntiers, Fryers mendicants, Pr&ftil or Monkes, or el fe of forced 
Jefuites: AH whichentring once into the Lift and Bond of Miffionaries, muft abide 
there,and be maintained by the King of Spain ten yeers. And whofoever before the 
ten yeers expired, {hall defire to fee Spain again, or runagate-like fhall return, may be 
conftrained (if taken in Spain) to return again to the India's, as it happened whilft 
1 lived in thofe parts, to one Fryer Pettr de Balcazar a Dominican, who privily fly¬ 
ing back to Spain, was the year after (hipped, andreftored again to his forced fervice 
under the Pope of Rome. And thus doth policy open the way e* to thofe remote and 
forain parts of America. Thus hath policy wrought upon the Kings of Spain } and 
Jefoiticall policy meeting with Antichrilts policy and Ambition, doth Rome yeerly 
vifit her new nurfed Children greeting that Infantile Church of AJia and America with 
troopes of meflengers one after another, like^oArmeflengers, bringing under pretence 
of falvation, damnation and mifery to their poor and wretched fouls. 


CHAP. II. 

Shewing that the Indians wealth under a pretence of their Converfion hath cor¬ 
rupted the hearts of poor begging Fryers^ with ftrife, hatred, and ambition, 

I Tis a mod true and certain faying, Odia Religionum funt acerbi/Jima, hatred groun¬ 
ded in points and differences of Religion (let me adds, if ambition blow the fire to 
that hatred) is the moll bitter and uncapable of reconciliation. Nay, it is an obfer- 
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vation worth noting of fome (fee Dcftor Day upon the I Cor. 16.9. Verfe ) that the 
neerer any are unto a conjun&ion in matters of Religion , and yet feme difference re¬ 
tained, the deeper is the hatred; As hte obferves, a Jew hates a Chriftian farre worfe 
thenhee doth a^agan, oraTurke; a Papift hates a Proteftant worfe then hee doth 
a Jew, and a Formalift hates a Puritan worfe then hee doth a Papift. No fuch hatred 
under heaven ( faith heej as that between aFormalift, and a Puritan , u hereof pur 
nowDomeftick and Civill Warres may bee a fad and woefuJl experience. A truth 
which made Paul burft out into a lamentable complaint,. 1 Cor. 16.9. fayi r.g } A great 
doore and tffeffuall is opened unto met,and there are many adverfaries. 

And as when the doore of true Faith once is opened, then Adversaries begin to 
fwarmeand rage, fo in allpointsof falie and fained Religion where the entrance to 
it is laid open, hatred and enmity will aft their parts. But much more if with fuch 
pretended Religion, Wealth and Ambition as counterfeit Matts thruft hard to enter 
at the opened doorp, whatftrife, hatred, and envy doe they kindle even in the hun ts 
of fuch who have vowed poverty and thecontemptof worldly wealth ? I may adde 
to what hath beene obierved above, that no hatred is comparable to that which is br- 
tweene a JefuiteandaFryer, or any other of Romes Religious Orders; And above all 
yet betweenea Jefuite, and a Dominican. The ambition and pride of Jefoftes is in- 
confiftent in a Kingdome or Common-wealth with any fuch as may bee equal! to them 
in Preaching,Counfell or Learning. Therefore ftrive they fo much for the education 
of Gentlemens Children in their Colledges, that by teaching the Tonnes,' the love of 
the fathers and mothers may bee more eafily gained: and their love and goodwill 
thus gained, they may withallgaine to themfelves whatfoever praife, honour, glo¬ 
ry may beeficto bee bellowed upon any other Ecclefiaftrcall Perfon, Which Policy 
and Ambition in them being fo patent and knowne to all the World, hath (Urred up in 
all other Religions a hatred to them uncapable ever of Reconciliation. This hath 
made them all to conlpire again!! them, and to dhcover their unfatisfied povetoufnefle 
in beguiling the rich widowes of what meanes hath beene left them by their deceafed 
husbands, to ereft and build thofe (lately Colledges beyond the Seas, the fight where¬ 
of both outward and inward doth draw the ignorant people to refoif more to their 
Churches and preaching then to any other. Thus whileftin Venice^ they got the fa¬ 
vour of one of the chief Senatours of that Common-wealth, they politickly drew 
him to make his will according to their will and pleafure,leaving to his fonand heire 
no more then what they fhould thinfc fit to afford him.But they appropriating to them- 
folves the chiefeft part of the young heires meanes, and with fo proud a legacy think¬ 
ing to overpower all other Orders, were by them oppofed fo, that the Will was called 
for by the whole State and Senatours of Venice ,fully examined, and they commanded 
to reftore to the heire the whole Eftate asenjoyed by his Father. Well did that wife 
Senate conceive, that as one Nobleman had been cheated by them of his fortunes To 
might they one by one, and fo at length the riches of Venice might become a treafore 
onely for jefoites to maintaiRe thepride and pompeof their glorious fabricks. And 
1 h u° U I 8 ^a h ° re r 0W ^ ferVantS t0 the Pope obtained his Excommunication again!! the 
whole Eftate of fW upon non-complying with the forefaid Will and Teftament- 
yet luch was the preaching of all other Preifts and Orders agaioftthem, that they 
caufed the State to flight the Excommunication, and in lieu of making them heires of 
the deceafed Senatours Eftate, they fhamefully banifhed them out of Venice. Thus alfo 
nave the Preifts and Fryers ofBifcaya in Spain prevailed again!! the admitting of k- 
fu^sinto San-Sthajhan, thoughby the favour of feme they have in feverall occafionsob- 
ta ned an houfe and ereaed a Bell to ring and fummon in the People to their pretended 
Church and Co/ledge Nay the very houfe wherein their Patron Ignatius Loiola lived, 
fi. 7 nn tk „7 " ft p" Grtoufly offered to buy for a Colledge, yet fuch h„h been theoppo- 
lhei, „f/ > Pr "j San , d Fryers of that Countrey, that the, have dalhed to nought 
their often iterated endeavours to purchafe that which they efteem their chjefelt Re jiqoc. 

J n l erei ^°? l , lr °™ ne Conn trey, whatacombufridn did this firife betiveene 
Jefuites and other Preifts of England cwk among our Papift? ten yea es agoe, when 
the Pope fendmgintw England Doftoj ^Smith pretended Biftiopcf Cbalcedon to bee the 
fc" hcadouuraU the Clergy aud other Order,, hX.hru watitto fc the 
pride of the Jefuites as mconfiftent with any one that might overfway them, or gain 
more credit then themfelve,* W ho never left petlimt^ the Biff.o P "tii! by the 
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Popes Letters they had banifhed him out of England. Which curtefie,the fecular Preifts 
gaining yet a head over them with title of Archdeacon, Doftor Champney, have ever 
fince fought to repay home, by endeavouring alwayes to caft them out of England, 
as pernicious to the State of this Kfogdome, more then Fryers or any other fort of 
Preifts j Which they have fufficiently made known by difeovering their covetoufneffe 
in encroaching upon many Houfes and Farmes, enriching themfelves, as namely at 
Winifredt Well (fo tearmed by them) where they had bought an fnne, andfpeedily 
fell to building there thatthey might make ita Colledge for Jefuites toentertaine there 
Jill Papifts comers and goers to that Well, and fo might win to themfelves the hearts 
of moll of the Papifts of the Land, whodoe yearly refort thither to beewafhed and 
healed upon any light occafion either ofHead-ach, Stomack-ach, Ague, want of 
children, where they blindly phanfie a fpeedy remedy for all maladies, or wants of 
this World. Thushavethe Preifts difeovered further our Englifh Jefuites covetouf¬ 
nefle in the building ot the Sope-houfes at Lambeth under the name of Mr. George (jage 
their purfe-bearer,and fince projecting the Monopoly of Sope under Sir Richard W t fin. 
Sir 'BafilBroofy, and many others names, who were but Agents and Traders with the 
Jefuites rich and mighty Stocke- Thus came OHt the difeovery of the Levelling of 
Hils and Mountaines, cutting ofrocks at Le^ein the Low Counties atthe Colledge 
of the Englilh Jefuites, a worke for Garden* and Orchards for their Novices recreation 
and paftime, which ( as I have heard from their owne mouthes) coft them thirty 
thoufand pound, which gift they fqueezed out of one onely Counteffe of this Land. 
Like to this may prove their Colledge at Gaunt , for which they have obtained already 
a faire beginning of eight thoufand pounds from the Old Counteffe o f Shremberry, 
and from the greateft part of the Eftate of Mr. SackefiM, whom whilft they had him 
intheir Colledges, they cherillicd with theirbeft dainties, and with hopes that one 
day hee (hould bee a Canonized Saint of their Religious Order. All thefe knaveries doe 
even thofe Preifts of the fame Popilh Religion difeover of them, and thereby endeavor 
to make them odious. And though of all, the Jefuites be the moft covetous, yet may 
I not excufethe Secular Preifts, Benediftine Monks, and the Fryers from this damna- 
nablefinne; whoalfoftrive for wealth and raeanes for their ZW<*r, VarU and LUbee 
Colledges, and lofe no opportunities atthe death of theirPopifh favourites for the 
obtaining a Legacy ofene or two hundred Pounds, affuring them their foules fhalibee 
the better for their Maffes. Thus doe thofe miferable wretches in the very heatoftheir 
zeale of foules feeke to fupprefle one another, and having vowed Poverty, yet make 
they the Converfion of England. the onely objeft of their Ambition and unfatiable 
Covetoufneffe. But above all isthisenvy and hatred found between Dominicans and 
Jefuites, for thefe owe unto them an old grudge,for that when Ignatius Loiola lived,his 
Doftrine dt Trinitatt ( which hee pretended was revealed to him from heaven, for 
heewascertainelypafttheAgeof ftudying at his Converfion ) was queftioned by the 
Dominicans, and hee by a Church Cenfure pnblickly and fhamefully whipped about 
their Cloifters for his erroneous principles. This affront done to their chief Patron 
hath ftirred up in them an unreconciliable hatred towards the Order of the Dominicans, 
and hath made them even cracke their braines to oppofe Them as Aquinas his Dottrine. 
How fhamefully doe thofe two Orders indeavour the deftruftion of each other, bran¬ 
ding one another with calumnies of herefie in the Opinions efpecially de Conceptions 
Mari*) de libero arbitrio, d> Anxiliis 1 And of the two,the Jefuites is more bold and ob- 

ftinatc in malice and hatred. How did they fome twenty yearesagoe, all Spaine over, a- 

bouttbe Conception of Mary ftirre up the pbople againft the Dominicans, info much 
that they were in the very ftreets tearmed Hereticks, ftones caft at them, the King almoft: 
perlwaded to banifhthem out of all his Dominions, and they poore Fryers forced to 
ftand upon their Guard in their Cloifters in many Cities, efpecially in Seville Ojuna , 
■Anttquera and Cordova.to defend themfelves from the rude and furious multitude. Much 
j“ ce a t his* vas that publike Conference and difputation betweene Valentia the Jefuite and 
Matter Lemoj the Dominican, before the Pope, concerning their altercation de Auxiliii ; 
When the cunning Jefuitc hoping to brand with herefie the whole Order of Domini¬ 
cans had caufed AuguHmes Workescobee falfly printed at Lions, with Tuch words 
which might diredUy oppofe the Thomijij Opinion 5 and had prevailed, had not Lemoj 
begged of the Pope that the Originall Bookes of Aufiin might bee brought out of his Va¬ 
tican Library, where was found the quite contrary words, to what the falfe lefuite 
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hadcaufed tobeprinted ; hcc was forced to confefie his knavery, was harfhly repre¬ 
hended, and with the apprehenfion of that great affront, the next night gave up his 
ghoft to his father, the father of lies and falfbood. 

An other reafon of this mortallenmity between thefe two Orders, is for that the 
Tefuitesiurpaffe all others in ambition of honour, credit, and eftimation, whence 
it is they cannot indure to behold the Dominicans to exceed them in any preferment. 
Now it is that by the Laws of Arragon and theKingdome of Valencia, the Kings of 
Spain are tied to have a Dominican Fryer for their ConfeiTor or gholtly fatherjwhich 
could but the Jefuites obtain, how would they then rule and govern Spain and the 
Kings heart? But though they could never yet prevail to alter this eftablifhed law, yet 
have they prevailed now lately fo that Antonio de Sotomaj/or the King o{ Spains Gonfef- 
for fhould lie at reft in the Court of Madrid, with a penfion and dry title only, 
and that Florencia that grand Statift fhould be Confeflbr to the Count of Olivares, the 
Royall Iffue, the Queen.and fhould hear the Kings confeflions oftner then his chofen 
and ele&ed Confcffov Sotomajtr. Secondly,the Dominican* as firft Authors of the- In- 
quifition ( which they prove from their Martyr Peter of Verona') ftill enjoy the highefl 
placesof that Court, whichisawofullfightto the Jefuites to fee their Religion af¬ 
faires handled, their Church kept pure from what they call herefy by any but them- 
felves. O had they ( as they have often ftrived for it) in their hands the judicature 
of that tribunal], how fhould all Dominicans,nay all forts of Preifts but their own, 
prefently by them be branded with herefy? Thirdly,, in Rome there is an other prefer¬ 
ment fucceffively due to Dominicans,from the time of Dominietts de Guzman founder 
of that Religion,to wit,to be magifier SacriPalatii ,the Popes Palace mafter,inftituted to 
this purpofe that about him there may be fome learned Divinef for commonly the 
Popes are more Starifts 3 and Canonifts,then Divines ) to read a daily Ie&ure of Divinity 
to fuch as will be inftru&ed therein,and to refolve the Pope himfelfeof w hatfoever dif¬ 
ficult points in Divinity may be queftioned. This is the Dominicans due with a penfi¬ 
on to maintain Coach and lervants within the Palace of St-Peter. Which the Jefuites 
haveoften by favour and cunning Jefuiticalltrickes endeavoured to bereave the Domi¬ 
nicans of; but proving labour in vain, they continue ftill in their unplacable enmity 
and hatred again ft them. And thus you fee the fountaines of their ftrife; which as 
here in Europe hath been well feen, fo hath this contentious fire overpowered the fire of 
their zeal of foules in the Eafi and tFefi-Indid > r, and the wealth and riches of thole 
Countries, the ambition of honor in their Gofpel fun&ion hath more powerfully 
drawn them thither ,then(what theypretend)theconverfion of a barbarous and idola¬ 
trous nation.This was wellpublifhed to the view of the whole world by a moft infa¬ 
mous libel which in the year 1626.fryer Diego deCoBiado a miflionary Fryer in Philippi¬ 
ne and Japan fet out of the unheard of paffages and proceedings of the Jefuites in thofe 
Eajiern parts.At that time the Jefuites pretended that million to themfelves only, and 
petitioned the King of Spain , that only they might go thither to preach, having been 
the firft plantation of Francifctu Xavier, and fince continued fucceffively by their 
Preifts. To this purpofe they remembred the King of the great charges he was at in 
fendingfo many Fryers and maintaining them there; all which fhould be faved,might 
they only have free ingreffe into thofe Kingdomes. All which charges they offered 
themfelves to beare, and further to bring up the Indians in the true faith , to inftruS: 
them and civilize them, to teach them all liberall fciences , and to perfeft them in mu- 
fickand all muficall inftruments,andin fencing,dancing, vaulting, painting and what- 
foever els might make them a compleat, and civill people. But againftall this was ob¬ 
jected by Diego CoUiado ,that notzeal only and charity moved them to this offer,but their 
ambition and covetoufnefle, which would foon be feen in their encroaching upon the 
filly and flmple Indians wealth- bringinginflances of many thoufand pounds which 
they had fqueezed from the poore Barbarians in the Iflands of Plhlippinas ; And that 
their entringinto Japan was more to enrich thetnfelves, then to convert the Japoniant 
toChriftianifme; that whenfbever they entred into theKingdome they conveyedirotn 
Manila whole fbips laden with the richeft commodities of thofe Iflands; thattheir tra¬ 
ding was beyond all other Merchants trading, their Bench for exchange mony farre 
more accuftomed then any other whither for China, for Jap an,(or Peru and Mexico $ 
and that the Viceroy himfelfe made ufe of none other, but theirs. That to keep out 
all other orders out of Japan, they had ingratiated themfelves fo farre, under pretence 
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of trading, into the Eniperours favour by gifts of Watches, Clocks, Dials, Lockes, 
and Cabinets, and fuch like p'refencs of moft curious and artificiall Workmanfhip,that 
they had got free accede to his Court, and counfelled him to beware of Fryers, which 
cunningly crept into his Kingodme to preach a new law> perfwading him by rigorous 
fearch and enquiries to root th<m out:thuspo!itickly for their own ends hindering the 
increafeof Chrilfianifme by any means or iniiruments lave themfelves; and blinding 
the Emperors eyes with their cunning infinuations,that he might not fee in them,whac 
they deiired he might difeover in others, thatthey might appear in lheep skins, and 
others clothed with wolves skins; andfo the Fryers might have little heart to trade, 
but enough to doe to fave themfelves from the ftormy persecution, whilft they freely 
might enjoy the liberty of rich trading. This brand upon thele cunning foxes was 
commanded to be printed, thankes given to ‘DiegoCoOiado for difeovering to the Eftate 
their crafty proceedings,with not a few tenents maintained by them in Japan even a- 
gainft their owneSoveraigne; afat Bilhoprick was offered to the Fryer, which he refil¬ 
ling, commiflion was given unto him for the railing of forty Fryers out of Spain, and 
the conducing of them to the Iflandsof tbilippinas, znd thatitlhould be free for all 
Pgeifts and Fryers, as well as Jefuites,to paffe to t hofe parts for the preaching of Chriit 
and the extending of Chrfftianifme among the Heathens and Barbarians. O that this 
mydifeovery made to E«^»dof thofediflemblingandfalfePreifts, would make us 
wife to know and difcover under the affes of their pretended Religion, the fire of ftrife 
andcontention which they kindle in Kingdomes, and to rake up that covetoufnefle, 
which we may ealily find in them; tending to the ruine of many faireftates,andco the 
temporall and fpirituall danger of this our flourilhing Kingdome ! 


CHAP. III. 

Shewing the manner of the Mijfions of Fryers and Jefnites to the 
India’s. 

All the Kingdome* of America , that have been conquered by the King* of Spain, 
are divided as into fcverall temporall government*, lo into feverall fpirituall jurif- 
di&ions, under the name of Provinces, belonging unto feverall religious Orders, and 
their Provincials. Thefe thoughfo farrediftant from Europe, yet livfc with a depen¬ 
dency and fubordination unto the Court of Rome, and are bound to fend thither a 
drift account and relation of what moft remarkable paffages and fuccefles happen 
there, a* alfo what want of Preachers there is in every feverall Province. Whichis to 
be performed in this manner. Every religious Order ( except the Jefiiites and Domi¬ 
nicans, whole Generalicontinueth till death, unleffe a Cardinals cap be bellowed 
upon him) maketh election of one of the fame order to be the head Ruler, or( as 
they call him)GencraIl overall thofe of the fame profeffion every fixth year .The fubjefts 
untothisGenerall which aredifperfed in Italy, Germany, Flanders, France, Spain, £afi 
and Wtfi-India’s a re d iv ided intolundry Provinces,as in Spain there is one Province of 
A’idalnzia , another of CaJHlia nutva, new Caftile, another of Cajlilia vieia , old 
Caftile, another of Valencia , another of Arragon, of Murcia, of Catalonia ; So 
likewife in America there is the Province of Mexico, of Mechoacan , of Guaxaca , of Chi - 
apazndGuatemala, of Camay agua, Nicaragua and the like. Every Province of thefe 
hatha head named the Provincial!, chofenby the chief of the Province every three 
years; which eleftion is called a Provinciall Ghapter,and the former a Generali Chap- 
ter,which alfo is allotted to be in fome chief City,commonly in Italy,France^ or Spain. 
W hen the Provinciall Chapter is kept,then by the confent of all that meet in it Is there 
one named by naihe of Procurator or Diffinitor, who is to goe in the name of the 
whole Province to the next eleftion of theGenerall, and there to demand fuch things 
as his Province (hall think fit, and to give an account of the (late ef the Province from 
whence he is fent, Thus from the Wefl-lndid’s are (eat Procurators, who commonly 
are the beftprizesthefMWflrips meet with, for that they carry with them great 
wealth, and gifts to the Generalls, to the Popes and Cardinals and Nobles iu Spain , 
as bribe* to facilitate whatfoever juft orunjuft, right or wrong they are to demand. 
Among other bufinefles their charge is this, to make known the great want of labo- 
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rer s intheaboundant and plentiful harveft of thel^ (though not a!l Provinces 
demand Preachers from Spain, as I will thereafter) and to defire a number of 
thirty or forty young Preitb, who may be fit for any Indian languagcand to fuccecd the 

0ld The n Order of the Province being read to the Generali, or his Generali Chapter,then 

are LettersPatentsgrantedur.tothisProcuratorfrom thcGenerall, naming him his 

Vicar Generali tor fuch a Province, and declaring his tiifhciency and word y parts, 
(though none at all in him, as l have beene witneffe ot low) thegreat P 31neshee 
hath taken in the new planted Indian Church, and how fit bee hath been judged to 
convey to thofe parts, a Million of fuch as (hall voluntarily offer themfelvcs for the pro¬ 
pagation ofChrilUahity amongft thofe Barbarians. Then the t?.mylnd:a» Fryer be¬ 
ing well fetoutwith high Commendations,and fairly painted with flattering Elogies, 
prefents thefe bis Patents (and with them perad venture a little wedge ot Gold, a Box 
of Pearles, fome Rubies or Diamonds, a Cheft of Cochinill, or Sugar,with iome boxes 
of curious Chocolatte, cr fome feather works of Mechoacan, feme fmall frmts of his 
great painesand labour) tothePope; who for his firft reward gives him his Toe and 
Pantofle to kiffe, feconding this honour with a joyfull countenance to behold an A- 

poftle,iudging him worthy of the belt of the Indian wealth, and his foule peradventure 
It fof the title of a Saint 5 This complacency in the gift and the giver, breeds imme¬ 
diately a metw propritts in his Holineffe to grant a Bull with a degree of the Popes 
Commiffary, wherein this pooreMendicant Fryer is inabled to runne over all the 
Cloifters of his Profeflionin Spain, to gather up his thirty or forty yong Preachers* 
Who for their better encouragement areat their firft lifting by the Popes Authority ab- 
folved A culpa & a pana, from all finite, and from their Purgatory and Hell due unto it, 
by a plenary Indulgence. And wholbever {hall oppofe,or any way difcourage this Popes 
Commiffary,or thofe that are or would be lifted by him, are ipfofatto excouimumcated 
with an Anathem referved only to this Commiffary or his Holinefs himldt.Owhat is it 
to fee, when fuch a Cornmiffaries coming is knowen,how the young birds, that as in 
Cages are (hot up within the walls of a Cloifter, leap and cherilh thenifelves With hopes 
of liberty I What is it to fee dilordered Fryers, who for their milderaeanours, and 
leaping over their Cloifter walsin the night to find out their wanton harlots, have 
beenimprifoned, now rejoyce at the coming of a Popes Commiflary, and Plenary 
Indulgence,freeing them from finnes paft, and fitting them for the Converfion of fouls, 
though there one be not averted from their Harlot,nor as yet truly and unfainedly con¬ 
verted to the love of God? True it is, I have kowne fome that have written their 
names in the lift of Indian Millenaries , men of fober life and Convention, moved 
onely with a blind zeale of encreafing the Popifh Religion: yet I dare lay and confi¬ 
dently print this truth without wronging the Church of Rome, that of thirty or forty 
which in fuch occafions are commonly tranfported to the India's, the three parts of 
them arc Fryers of leud lives, weary of their retired Cloifter lives, who have beenc 
punifhed often by their Superiours for their wilfull back-Hiding from that obedience 
which they formerly vowed; or for the breach of their poverty in clofely retaining 
money by them to Card and Dice, of which fort I could here namely iniert a long 
and tedious Catalogue ; or laftly fiich, who have beenimprifoned for violating their 
vow of chaftity with leud and lafeivious women, either by fecret flight from their 
Cloifters, or by publike Apoftatizing from their Order, andcloathing themfelvesin 
Lay-mens Apparell, to ran about the fafer with their wicked Concubines. Of which 
fore it was my chance to bee acquainted with one Fryer lobnNavarro a Francifcan in 
theCityof Guatemala , who after hee had in lecular apparell enjoyed the leud com¬ 
pany of one Amaryllis a famous Woman player in S/^wforthe (pace of a year, fear¬ 
ing at 1 aft hee might bee difeovered, lifted himfelfeina Million to Guatemala, the year 
1632, there hopingto enjoy with more liberty and leflefeareof punfthment any luft- 
full or carnfuli obje&* Liberty ,in a word, under the Cloak of Piety and Converfion 
of Soule8,itis, that drawes Co many Fryers ( and commonly the younger fort) to 
thofe remote American parts, whereafter they have learned fome Indian language, 
they are licenced with a Parifh Charge to live alone out of the fight of a watching 
Prior or Superi our, out of the bounds and compafle of Cloifter walls, and authori¬ 
zed to keep houfe by themfelves, and to finger as many Spanifti Patacones, as their 
wits device (hall teach them to Iqueeze out of the newly Converted Indians wealtb.This 

liberty 












A New Survey tf/z/w? Weft-Indies. 


liberty they could neverinjoyin Spain, and this libetty is theMidwif^nb^nTfo^" 
faUs of wicked Fryers m thoieparts. For the prefent oaely, I (hall return agaJtomy 
Fryer Uw Navarro.who at his comming to Guawma/a,being made for his wit an d lear¬ 
ning,Mailer and Readerof Divinity, and much etleemed of for his acute Preaching 
mong many others got the eftimation and love ofa chief Gentlewoman, ( @ m CemeleS 
imbuta recent fervab it odoremjefia diu) W ho continued in Navarro his heart thefSrmer fent 
oftheunchattlove of^^ fofar that the Fryer being blinded and wounded with 
Cupids Arrow flicking in his heart,ran headlong to quench his luiifull thirft upon St 
his day,id 35 ior better memory ofthe Tragical cventfbeing the Spaniards com- 
mon Advocated fpeciali Patron of that City,named St .Jagode Guatemala^heveal 
ell Mars oppreihng Venus in her wanton Aa S ,the injured husband afting M drs & fi nd . 
ing N avmoCupids page faluting his Venus upon herbed, drew his fword, cutting the 
Fryer firftm the head and faee;who ftrugling with death,and purchafmg his life with a 
fwift and nimble flight to a Garden, where hus own brother a Fryer of tne fame Order 
& Sr In*- 1 ? ul\ 0{ii *?* ..^ nte ^ tained the Motherlefle children- for the husband having 
nuired Ins tatall blow (willingly as feme imagined , or unwillingly as others judged^ 
in the Fryers heart, wilfully laid it in the throatof his unchaft Wife/carce leaving way 
for breath to make a fpeedy Confeflion of her fmne to Navarro his Brother • who ten- 
dnng her foule as much as his Brother had tendred her bodyabfolved her from her 
hnne, finding fignes, though no uttering fpeech of Repentance, while the murderer 
fled, and themurderedrayinthedoore of herhoufe for afadobjeft toall,that itnme- 
diately flocked thither to fee that bloody Tragedy. The Wife being the fame day buried, 
the Husband being retired to a clofe Sanduary, Navarro was carried to his Convent to 
beecured, and after his Cure was bamlhed that Country; whom two yeares after 
it was my chance to meet in Cartagena returning to Spain with his fcard face, beating 
the marke of his Iafcivioushfe, and ofthat liberty which heehad injoyedin America. 
Such are the fruitsof the zeale ofthofe wretches, who upbraid our Church and Mini- 
flers for want of zeale to labour in the Converfion of Infidels. Who when they ar¬ 
rive to thofe parts, are entertained with ringing of Bells, with founding of Trumpets 
moft part of the way as they travaile,and as Apoftles are received by the Indians ,though 
loon like Judas they fall from their calling, and for pleafure and covetouinefle fell a- 
way ChriitTrom thaif,Soules. England may here learn to beware of fuch Converters 
who are daily by name of Miffionaries fent hither by the Pope to preach among us Po¬ 
pery -but like Navarro come to feed and cherifh their wanton Iu!ts,as I could give ma¬ 
ny mitances, might I not be cenfured for long digreflions in mingling EnglifhHiftories 
with my American Travailes. ^ ° 


CHAP. IV. 

Shewing to what Provinces of the Eafi andWefi India’s belonging to the Crown 
°J Caftilia are fent Mifions of Fryers andIefttites. AndfpecialN of the 
Mifton fent in they ear e 162-). J J J 


Torts of Spaniards 
fite to the French, 

*ji iuihc roningau; 10 wit,tney tliat are born in any parts of 
Spam and goe thither, and they that are borne* there of Spanifh parents, whom the 
Spaniards,to diitmguifluhem from themfelves, ter meGriolio’s , fignifying the Natives 
ofchacCom.trcy. This hatred is tha.Idarefay, „ithi n g„i|h^ bee more 

advantages then this, to any other Nation that would conquer America. And no¬ 
thing more eahly gained , then the Wilsand atfe&ions ofthe Natives ofthe Country, 
to jovne with any other Nation to free and refeue themfelves from that fubieftion, or 
Zf- ?, f / aver ^ which they fuffer under the hard ufage of the Spaniards, and their 
partiall Government and juftice toward them, and thofe that come from Spain. This 
is io grievous to the poore Crioiio’s or Natives, that my felle have often heard them 
lay, They would rather bee fubjeft to any other Prince, nay to the Hollanders, then 
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the Spaniards, if they thought they might enjoyrh 
g the Hollanders, when they tooke T ruxilhe in Hot. 


ingthe 


y their Religion ; and others wi!h- 
uanaers, wneu tue, - Honduras had hayed in it and acred 

further into the land, they ihould have been welcome to them , and that the: Religion 
they enioyed with fo much flavery, was nothing fweet unto them. This mortall ha- 
ued SSfxttheft two forts of Spaniards, made the Crio bo’s lo ready to ,oyn againft 
the Marqueflc of Gelues Viceroy of Mexico, in the tumult and mutiny o! that City, 
wherein tL cleaving to DonAlonfe de Zerna , the Arch-B.lhop cauicd the Viceroy to 
£e for his life by flight, and would then have utterly rooted out: the Spanifl. Go¬ 
vernment had not fome Preifts diflwaded them from it; but ofthisl (hall fpeak more 
largely hereafter. Thecaufeof this deadly hatred hath proceeded from a jealcpfie 
which th e Spaniards have ever had of the Criolio’s, that they would fame withdraw 
themfclves firftfrom thecommerce with Spain, and faondly, from the Government 
which is laid upon them • which is fuch, that the Crioho « muft be alwaies under, 
and a fubjeft, alwaies governed, but fcarce any a Gov :rnour. Never yet was there 
ften anyCriolio made Viceroy of Mexico, or Versa; or Prefident of Guatemala or 
Santafe, orS. Domingo-, or Governour of Tucatan, Cartagena, Havana- or A. al i 
Mayor ( asthey crlUhem ) of Soconufco, Cbiapa, SanSalvador, and fuch like places 
of credit. So Iikewife in the Courts of Chancery, aii^< G “ a * e : 

mala Lima, and the reft s where commonly there are Six, called Oydjres and one Fi- 
fcal Vcarce one of themtobefoundaCriolio, or native of the Cpuntrey ; though 
there be among them thofcfrhat defeended of the chief Conquerors;« in Lima and Pe¬ 
ri* the Fizarrot, inMoawand Guaxaca the hotife of the MartjueflTe Dell Valle , Fer¬ 
nando Cortes hisSucceflors, others of the houfe of Giron, others of the houfe of Ala- 
arado, others of the Gufmanes, finally many of thechiefefthoufesof Spavp yet none 
of thefe ever preferred to any dignity. And not onely thus are they kept from offices, 
but daily affronted by the Spaniards as uncapable of any Government,and termed halfe 

Whicl/generallcontempt hath alfofpread itfelfein the Church, where no Criolio 
Preift is fcarce ever preferred to be a Bifhop ; or Canon in a Gathredall Church, but ait 
fuch ascome from Spain .So Iikewife in the religions orders they have many years indea- 
vored to keep under and fupprefs fuch as have bin admitted to their ordersof the natives 
of the Countrey, left the number of them fhould prevail againft tft^fc that are brought 
from Spain -they have been very nice in choofing of them,& though they have been for¬ 
ced to admit offbtne,yet ftij the Provincials,the Priors,and all Superiors have been Spa¬ 
niards born in Spain. Till now lately fome Provinces have got the upper hand andpre- 
vailed againft the Spaniards, 8c have Co filled their cloifters with Criolio’s or natives,that 
they have utterly refufed to admit the fupplies of Spanijb Millions which formerly were 
fent unto them, and till this day are fenc to others.In the Province of Mexico there are 
DominicanSjFrancifcanSjAuguftineSjCarmelites^ercenarians, and Jefiiites, whereof 
tbejefuitesand Carmelites only to this day prevail againft Criolio’s,bringing every two 
or three years Miftions from Spain. The laft Million that was fent to the Mercenarians 
wasthe year 1625. and then was the oppofition fuch between that Million and the 
Criolio’s, that in theele&ion of the next Provinciall in their Cloifter of Mexico, the 
Fryers drew knives one againft another^and were like to kill each other* had not the 
Viceroy gone to their Cloifter to make peace, andimpriion lotne of them. Yet at 
laft by the multitude of voices the native partly prevailed, and till this day have ex¬ 
empted themfelvesfrom£/><*»(/&Millions, alleadging(asothershavedonc) that they 
have Fryers enough in their Cloifters,and need none to be fent them from Spain ; fub- 
mittingthemfelves to the Pope, and prefen ting to him as llately gifts as ever Spaniards 
did before them. In theProvince of Guaxaca none admit of Miffionarics from Spain ; 
true it is the Dominicans are but newly fubdued by the Criolian party ; and as yet are 
ftrongly pleading at Rome for Spanijb Fryers, alleadging that the glory and luftre of 
their Religion hath been much blurred lince the non-admittance of fupplies of 
their zealous Compatriots. The Provinceof Gswfew*/,*,(which is of a large eSctent) 
containing Guatemala, Cbiapa, the Zoques, part of Tabafco, theZtldales, the Sacapn¬ 
ias, the Vera Paz ,all the coaft lying to the South Cea Suchmepeques and Soconnfco, 6 may- 
agtta, Honduras, S. Salvador,Nicaragua ,hath in it thefe orders chiefly , Dominicans, 
Francifcans, Auguftines, (who are fiibjeft to .Mxicobeing one poore Cloifter in Gua¬ 
temala ) Jefuites alfo in Guatemala fubjeft to the govermenc of Mexico and Mecenaiians-, 
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thereof the three orders of Dominicans, Francifcans, and Mercenarians, are the 
only Preachers and parilh Preifts throughout all the forenatned Provinces. And thefe 
three Orders have ftill kept under the Criolian party, never as yet luffering any of them 
to be Provincial^ bringing every two or three years fome one year and fome another. 
Millions of Fryers from Spain to maintain and keep up their fa&ion again!* the Crio- 
lians-The Provinces of Peru being morediftantfrom Spain 3 and hard to come to by lea, 
have no Millions lint unto them.There are of the moll Roroilh religious orders,yet the 
chief are Dommicans ; and they all live above their vow of poverty ..abounding in wealth, 
riot, liberty and pleafures. In the Kingdomc of Huevoreimde Granada , and Cartagena 3 
Santa fee.far in at, Popajan^ad the government of St.Martha&rc Dominicans, Jefuites, 
Francifcans,Carmelites,Augulfin^s and Mercenarians ; whercof the Dominicans, Jefu¬ 
ites and Francifcans till this day admit of MilTionsfrom^jw.Thelfland of Cuha 3 Ja- 
maica,la Margarita , Puerto rico 3 all are fubjeft to the head Provincial! o 1 Santo Domingo , 
being Dominicans, Jefuites, and Francifcans,and have all now and then Millions from 
Spain. Yucatan hath in it o n ly Francifcans, who livemoft richly and plentifully.and 
firongly uphold the Spamjh I'a&ion with European WiK\ons:Mecboacan belonged) to the 
^Mexican Fryers, and is in the fame condition as was laid before of Mexico. Thushave 
I briefly run over all America that pertains to the Crown of Cajli/ia: for the Eafi-Indio's 
they belong to the Crown of Portiugall and Brafill 3 as firft difeovered and poflefled by 
the PortingaBs , and now doubtlefle are fnbjeft to King lohn 3 the new King of Portia, 
gall. Yet the I(lands of Philippine are lubje& to the King of Spain 3 and there are Do- 
minicans,Francifcans, Auguftin2s,and jefuites, all which lie dill in wait in Manila the 
Metropolitan City, for fomefure (hipping to Japan, to convert that Kingdom?. And 
though they admit of lome few Crioli’os among them, efpecially fome of their Con¬ 
verts of China and Iapaa- yet their chief number and ftrength is ofSpanifh Miflio- 
naries, who are more frequently conveyed thither then to the parts afore-mentioned 
of America. Firft they are lent in the (hips that are bound for N-ttva Ejpma and Mex¬ 
ico-, and after they have reited two or three moneths in Mexico 3 they ire lent to Aca- 
pulco, lying on the Mar del Z«r,there they are (hipped in two great Garacks which year¬ 
ly go and come richly laden with China,lapan, and all Eajl-lndia ware from Manila to 
Acapulco to enrich Mexico with farre greater riches then any are lent by the North fea 
from Spain. Thcvoiage from Acapulco thither, is longer then from Spain to Mexico t 
and caly and pleafant, though the return is larre longer and moft dangerous. The 
yearof our Lord 1625. there were four Millions fent- the one of Francifcans to T#ca- 
tan 3 the other of Mercenarians to Mexico, the other two of Dominicans and Jefuites 
to Philippinas. At which time it was my fortune to refide among the Dominicans in 
Xerez in Andaluzia. The Popes Commilfary for that Million was Fryer Matbeo de la 
Villa , who having a Gommiffion for thirty and having gathered fome 24 of them 
about and Madrid , lent them by degrees well ftored with mony to Cales,to take 

upa convenient lodging for himlelfeand the reft of hiscrew, till the time of the let¬ 
ting forth of the Indian Fleet. This Commiflary named one Fryer Antonio Calve to be 
his fubftitute, andtovifittheCioiftersof Andaluzialyirtgin his way ; namely Cordo¬ 
va, Seviti, S'- Lucar, and Xe rez 3 to try if out of them he could make up his compleac 
number of thirty, which was after fully compleated. About the end of Map came 
this worthy Calvo to Xerez,and in his Company one Antonio Melendez of the Colledge 
of S*‘ Gregory in Valladolid, with whom I had formerly neer acquaintance. This 
Melendez greatly rejoyced when he had foundmee ; and being well flocked with Indian 
Patacones, the firft night of his coming invited me to his chamber to a ftately lapper. 
ThegoodYeresSack which was not (pared, fetmy friend in filch a heat of zeale of 
converting laponians, that all his talke was of thole parts never yet fcen, and at leaft 
fix thoufand leagues diftant. Bacchus metamorphofed him from a Divine into a 
Orator,and made him a Cicero in parts of Rhetoricall eloquence. Nothing was omit¬ 
ted that might exhort mee to joyne with him in that funftion, which he thought was 
Apoftolicall. Nemo e Prophetain patria fua 3 was a great argument with him; femetimes 
he propounded Martyrdome for the Gofpel fake, and the glory alter it, to have his 
life and death printed, and of poore Fryer Antony a Clothiers fon of Seepiovia to bee 
ftiled S‘- Anthony by the Pope, and made collateral! with the Apoftles in heaven; thus 
did Bacchus make him ambitious of honor upon the earth, and preferrement in hea¬ 
ven. But when he thought this Rhetoricke had not prevailed, then would he a ft a 
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Adidas and Crafus, fancying the Indies paved with dies ot gold and fftver, the lioncs 
to be Pearls, Rubies, and Diamonds, the trees to bee hung with clutters of nutmegs 
bigger then the cluftersof grapes of Canaan, the fields to be planted with Sugar Canes, 
which fhould fo fweeten the ChocolatU,that it (houid farre exceed the milke and hony 
of the land of promile ; the filfees of China hee conceited fo common , that the 
lailes of the (hips were nothingelfe- finally he dreamed of Midas happinefle, that 

whatfoever he touched (houid be turned to gold;Thus did Xtrtz Neftar make my friend 
and mortified Fryer, a covetous worldling. And yet from a rich covetous Merchant 
did it (hape him to a Courtier in pleafures; fancying the Philipp in as to be the Eden, 
where was ail joy without tearcs, mirth without fadneffe, laughing without forrow, 
comfort without griefe, plenty without want,no nt>t of Eves for Adams, excepted only 
that in it (houid be no forbidden fruit, but all Iawfull for the talk and fweetning oft he 
palate ; and as Adam would have been as God, fo conceited Melendez faimfelfe a God 
inthatE</e»; whom travelling, Indian Waites and trumpets Ihould accompany; and 
to whom, entring into any Town, nofegaies Ihould be pi efented, flowers and boughes 
(houldbe ftrowed in his way. Arches (houid beerefted to ride under,Btls for joy (houid 
be rung, aqd Indian knees for duty & homage,as to a God,(houid be bowed to the very 
ground, from this iDducingargument,andreprefentationofaParadife, he fell into 
a ftrong Rhetoricall point of curiofityjfinding out a tree of knowledge , and a Philo- 
fophicall maxime, Omnis homo naturaliterfeire deji derat, man naturallyinclinesto know 
more and more; which knowledge he fancied could be no where more furnifhed with 
rare curiofities thenin thofeparts; for there (houid the Gold and Silver, which here 
are fingered,in their growth in the bowels of the earth be known; there fhould the 
pepper be known in its feafon, the nutmeg and Clove, the Cinnamon as a rine or bark 
on a tree; the fa(hionlng of the Sugar from a green growing Cane into a loaf; the 
ftrange (haping the Gechinil from a worme to fo rich a Scarlet die; the changing of the 
1 inta which is but graffc with ftalke and leaves into an iWigo black dye,fhould be taught 
and learned; and without much labour thus (houid our ignorance be inftru&ed with 
various and Ibndry curiofities of knowledge and underftanding. Finally, though Xe- 
rez liquor ( grapes bewitching tears) had put this bewitching eloquence into my An¬ 
tonies brain ) yet he doubted not to preferre before it his wine of Philippinas } grow¬ 
ing on tall and high trees of Coco, wherein belonged to drinke a Spanilh Brindisin my 
company to all his friends remaining behind in Spain. Who would not bee moved by 
thefe his arguments to follow him, and hisC<dw,or ballpated Superiour/ Thusfup- 
per being ended my Melendez defired to know how my heart flood affe&ed to his jour¬ 
ney; and breaking out into a Veto a Vies with his converting z?aI,hefwore he (houid 
have no quiet nights reft untill he were fully fatisfied of my relolution to accompany 
him. Andhaving learned the Poets expreflion, non mortsliapettora cogis, Anri fa- 

era fames > he offered unto me halfe adozen of Spanifh piftols, affurlng me that I (houid 
want nothing,and that the next morning Calvo (houid furnifh me with whatfoever mo¬ 
nies I needed,for to buy things necefiary for the comfort of (b long and tedious a jonr- 
ny.To whom I anfwercd,fuddain refolutions might bring future grief and forrow,and 
that I (bould that night lye down and take counfell with my pillow, affuring him that 
for his fake I would doc much, and that if 1 refolved to goe,my refolution ftiould draw 
on another friend of mine, an Irifh Fryer, named Jhomas IDelccn, Thustookelmy 
leave of my Melendez, and retired myfelf to my chamber and bed, which that night 
was no place of repofe and pert to me as formerly it had been. Imuftneedsfay Melendez 
his argument*, though moft of them moved me not; yet the opportunity offered me 
to hide my felffrom all fightand knowledge of my deareft friends, ftirred up in me a 
ferious thought of an angry and harlh letter, which not long before I had received out 
of England-from mine own father, fignifying untome the difpleaftire of moft of my 
friends and kindred, and his own grievous indignation againftme, for that having 
fpent fo much money in training me up to learning, I had not only utrcrly refultd to 
be of the Jefuites Order ( which was his only hopes J but had proved in my affefiions 
a deadly foe and enemy unto them. And that he wculd have thought his money better 
fpent, if I had been a Scallion in a Colledge of Jefuites, then if I (houid 
prove a Generali of the Order of. Dominicans; that 1 flculd never think to 
be welcome to my Brothers nor kindred in England , nor to him; that I (houid not ex- 
peft ever more to heare from him,ncrdare to fee him if ever I returned to Englandjbut 
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cxpcft that he would fet open mee even Jefuifc s, whom I had deferred and oppofed, 
to chace mee out of my Country 5 that Hailing houfe though hee had loft it with much 
more mcanes for his Religion during his life; yet with the confent of my Eldeft Bro¬ 
ther (now Governour oWxford, and Maffe-founder in that our Famous Univerfity-) 
hee would fell it away; that neither from the Eftate, or money made of it, I might 
injoy a childs part due unto mee. Thefe reafons ftole that nights reft from my body , 
andfleep from my eyes, teares keeping them unclofe.1 and open,left Cynthia's black and 
mourning Mantle Ihould offer to cover, clofe and fhut them. To this Lecters confidera- 
tion was joy ned a ftrong oppofirion,which terious Studies & ripeneffe of Learning,with 
a carefull difcuifion offome Schoole-points and Controverfies had bred in mee againft 
fotne chief of the Popilh Tenents. Well could I have wilhed to have come toEvgW, 
thereto fatisfieand eafemy troubled Conlcience; well confidettd I, that if I ftayed in 
Spain^hen my Studies were compleatly finiffied, the Dominicans with a Popes Man¬ 
damus would lend me home for a Miffionary to my Country.But then well conlidcred I 
the fight of a wrathfull Father,the power of a furious Brother a Colonell,whu (as now 
landed in E ngltnd to fcarch me out,and do me mifchiet>hen,when Ztphrjus with a plea- 
fant gale fecondedhis Popilhzeale,might violently affault mee. Well confidered I the 
increafed rout and rable of both their great friends, the Jefuites, who what with Court 
friends power, what with fubtile plots and Policies would foone and eafily hunt me out 
of England. Laftly, well confidered I my Melendez his laft inducing Argument of 
theincrealeof knowledge naturall by the infight ofrich^wericjandflonrilhing AJia, 
and of knowledge (pirituall by a long contemplation of that new planted Church.aqd 
of thofeChurch Planters lives and Converfations. Wherefore after a whole nights 
Brifc and inward debate, as the glorious Planet began to banilh nights difmall horror, 
rifmg with a bright and cheerefull countenance, role in my nfmde a firme and feded re- 
folutionto vide America, and there to abide till fuch time as Death Ihould furprife my, 
angry Father, Ignatius Loiola his devoted Mecsenas, and till I might there gain out of 
Totofe or Sac atecas treaiure that might Counterpoise that Childs part, whichfor de- 
teftingthe foure Cornered Cap, and black Coat of Jefuites, myFat ier had deprived 
mee of. So in recompenceotthe Supper which my friend Anthony had bellowed up¬ 
on mee, I gave him a moft pleating breakfaft by dilcovering unto him my purpofe and 
refoiution to acompany him in his long and Navall journey. And at noon I feafted him 
with a dinner of one di(h more then his breakfali^ towit 5 the company ah o of my 
Info friend Thema Veko*. After dinner wee both were prefented to Calvo the bAd pate 
Superiour ; who immediately imbraced us, promiled to us many curtefits in the. way, 
read unto ns a Memorandum of what dainties he had provided for us,what varieties of 
fjfti and fllelhj how many Sheep, how many Gammons of Bacon, how m ny fat Hen*, 
how many Hogs how many barrels of white Bisket, how many Jars of wine of CafiO* 
la, what (tore of Rice, Figs, Olives, Capars, Rayfins, Lemmons, fweetand fowre 
Oranges, Pomegranates, Comfits, Preferves,Conferves and all forts of Tornngall fweet 
meates; hee flattered us that hee would make us Mafters of Arts,and of Divinity in Ma~ 
> w.la-^ then opened hee his pnrle, and freely gave us to fpend that day in Xerez, andto 
buy what moft we had a mind to, and to carry us to Calts ; Laftly hee opened hia 
hands to beftow upon us the holy Fathers Benedi&ion, that no mifehiefe might befall 
us in our way • Iexpeftedfome Rcliqueornaileot his great toe, or one of his velvet 
Pantofles to kifle^But peradventure with frequent killing through Italy and all CjJrilia it 
was even worn thiedbare. Much were wee frowned at by the Dominicans ourchitfeft 
friends otXerez,bat the liberty which with MUlendeez we injoyed that day about the City 
ofJTere* took* from us all fad thoughts,which fo fuddaine a departure from our friends 
might have caufed in us. And Calvo much fearing that the love offome Nuns (too 
powerful 1 with Spanish Fryers^) mightyet keep us back frompurfuing our purpofed 
journey, with cunning policy petfwaded us to depart from Xerez the next morning. 
Which willingly wee performed in companyof Melendez and another Spanilh Fryer 
of that City (leaving our C hefts and Bookes to Calvo to fend after us; and that day 
wee travailed like Spanilh Dons upon our little Boricoes, ©r Affes towards Tuerto de 
SantaMaria taking in ourway that ftately Convent of Cartufians , and the River of 
Guadalethe , the former Poets River of oblivion, rafting of the fruits of thofe Edyjiatt 
field sand Gardens and drinking of Gmdalethei Cryftall Streams,that lo perpetual! ob¬ 
livion might blind and cover all chofc AbftraftRe Species which the intuitive know" 
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ledge of Spains and Xerezes pleafant objects had deeply ftamped] in our thoughts and 
hearts. At evening wee came to that Puerto fo famous for harbouring Spains chiefGallies 
and at that time ‘Don Frederique de Toledo-, whohearing of the arrival! of foure Indian 
Apoftles, would not loofe that occasion of%me Soule-San&ification (which he thought 
might bee his purchafe) by entertaining us that night at Supper. The Town thought 
their Streets bleffed with our walking in them, and wilhed they might injoy fome Re- 
Iiques from us, whom they beheld as appointed to Martyrdome forChriftand Anti- 
chrifts fake together; the Galley {laves Itrived who ftould found their Waits and Trum¬ 
pets moft joyfully, SO on Frederique fpared no coft in Fifh and Flefh that night, doubting 
not but that receiving foure Prophets, hee fhould receive a fourefold reward hereafter. 
Supper being ended, wee were by T>on Frederique his Gentlemen conveyed to the Cloi- 
fter ofthe Minims appointed by Don Frederique to lodge us that night, who to {hew 
their brotherly love wafted our feet, and lb recommended us to quiet and peaceable 
reft. The next morning after a {lately breakfaft beftowed upon us by thofe poor Men¬ 
dicant Fryers,a boat was prepared for us and Don Frederique his Gentlemen to wait on 
us, and to convey us to Cales. Where wee found out our fellow Apoftles, and the 
Popes Com miffary Fryer tMathewDe la F'iUa, who welcomed us with Romes Indul¬ 
gences, a culpa & a pana } and withaflourifting Table ftored with Fifh and Fleft for 
dinner. There wee continued in daily honour and eftimation, enjoying the fights 
moft pleafant which Cales both by Sea and Land could afford unto us, untill the time 
of the Fleets departing. Which when it drew neere, onrGrand Apoftlefryer Mathew 
DelaVilla, (whom wee thought burned with zeal of Martyrdome) tooke his leave of 
us; ftewing us the Popes Commiflion to nominate in his place whom hee lift, and 
naming bald Calvo for Superiour, returning himfelfe to Madrid with more defire to 
enjoy a Biftoprick in Spain (as wee underftood) tlien to facrifice his life in Japan. His 
departure caufed a Mutiny among us, and cooled the fpirit of two of our Miflionaries , 
who privily fled from us. The reft were pleafed with honeft Calvo, for that hee was a 
fimple and ignorant old man, (whom they could more jeere then any way refpeft) 
more Scullion-like in daily greazing his white habit with handling his fat Gammons 
of Bacon, then like a Popes Commiffary; for his Matters Toe the proudeft of onr 
Miftioners then would willingly have killed • yet Calvoes greazy lifts the humbleft 
would loath to havekiffed. Thus under a floven was that Apoftolicall Miffion to bee 
conveyed firftto Mexico three thoufand Spanijh Leagues from Spain, and afterwards 
three thoafand Leagues further from thence to Manila the Metropolitan and Court Ci¬ 
ty of the Iflands of Philippmm. 


CHA P. V. 

Of the Indian Fleet that departed from Cales, Anno Dom. 162^. And of feme 
remarkable pafages in that Voiage. 

V Pon the firft of July in the afternoon, Don Carlos de Ibarra Admirall of the Galeons 
that then lay in theBayeof Cales gwe order that a warning Peeceftould be ftot off 
to warne all Paflengers,Souldiers, and Mariners to betake themfelves the next morning 
to their Ships.O what was it to lee fome of our Apoftolicall company who had injoyed 
much liberty for a moneth in Cales, who had began to entangle their hearts with lome 
young Nuns love, now hang down their heads, and aft with fad and demure lookes 
loath to depart,and cry out,Bonum eft ms hie ejji,\t is good for.us to be here?and amongft 
them one Fryer John De Pacheco made the warning Peece to be a warning to him to hide 
himfelf(wno could no more be found amongft his fellow Miflioners)thinking it a part 
01 hard cruelty to forfake a young Francilcan Nun to whom he had engaged and whol¬ 
ly devoted his heart. What was it to lee others with weeping eyes piercing through the 
Iron grates the tender Virgins hearts, leaving and bequeathing unto them fome pledges 
ot their wanton love and receiving from them fome Cordialls againft Sea-fickneffe, 
Vyaps,bmrts and Hand-kerchiefs, to eye them or wearethem when Molus or Neptune 
ft ou!d moft oppofe them? The fecond of July in the morning early notice was given 
unto us, that one Fryer Pablo deLondres, an old crab faced Englifh Fryer living in 
it. Lucar badgotthe Duke ot Medina his letter and fent it to the Govcrnour of Cales 
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charging him to fearch for me & to flay me,fignifying the King of Spains will and plea- 
fure,that no Englifio (hotild paffe to the India's, having a Countrey of their own to con- 
vertjthis did that old fryer to ft >p my paflage,having before wrote unto me many letters 
to the fame purpofe,a nd got a letter from that father Mafter that was in England before 
with the Count of Gmdomar, alias Fryer ‘Diego de la Fluente, then Provinciall of 
Cajiitia, and lent it unto mee, wherein that Superiour offered mee many kind offers 
of preferremenr, if I would defift from my journey, and return to him to Capita-, 
but none of thefe letters could prevail with mee; nor the Governours fearching 
flop mee ; for immediately I was conveyed alone toourfhip, and there clofely hid in 
a barrell that was emptied of Bifquet to that purpofe • fo that when the Governour 
came a (hip-board tocnquireforan Englifb minpryzr Calvo having the father of liers 
in my (lead about him, refolutely denyed mee, who would hot be found, becaufe 
not fought for in a barrells belly. This found our Apoftles fport and talk that firft day. 
Then wentout the (hips one by one crying Adios , A diosj and the Towne replying 
Buen viaie,huen viaie when all were out and no hopes of enjoying more Cales plea- 
fures and liberty, then began my young Fryers to wi(h themfelves again a Land, fome 
began prefently to feed the fifties with their Nuns fweet dainties; others to wonder at 
the number of (lately (hips, which with eight Galeons that went to convey us beyond 

the I(lands of Canaria were fourty one in all; fome for one Port of the Indiaet , and 
fome for another. To Puerto Rieo went that year two (hips; to Santo Domingo three, 
to Jamaica two, to Margarita one, to the Havana two, to Cartagena three , to 
Campeche two , to Honduras and TrUxills two, and to S*. John Dilva, or Vera Crux fix-? 
teen- allladert with Wines, Figs, Raifins, Olives, Oyle, Cloth, Carfies, Linnen, 
Iron, and quick filver for the Mines, to fetch out the pure filver of Sacatecat from the 
earthen droffe from whence it is digged.The perfons ot moft note that went that year^ 
was firft theMarqueffc de Serralvo with his Lady , who went for Viceroy of Mexico, 
in (lead of theConde de Gelves then retired to a Cloiller for feare of the common 
people, who the year before had mutinied againft him; this Marquefle went in the (hip 
called S t . Andrew, and with him in the fame (hip went Don Martin de CariUo a Preift, and 
Inquifitor of the Inquifition of Valladolid who was fent for Vificer Generali (fo Me*/-? 
to, to examine the ftrife between theConde dt Gelves and the Arch-Bifhop, and the 
mutiny that for their fakes had happened; with full Commiflion aud Authority to im- 
prifon, banifh, hang and execute all Delinquents. In the (hip called Santa GertrudU 
went Don John Nino de Toledo, who was fent to be Prefident of Manila in Philippinas, 
and in the lame (hip with him went the whole Million of thirty Jefuites lent to Philip - 
pinat who had already got the favour of the Prefident, and politickly fought to 
bepaffengers in the fame (hip, that fo they might the more ingratiate themfelves to 
him 5 for this cunning generation ftudres purpofely howto infinuate themfelves with 
Kings,Princes, Great men,Rulers,and Commanders. In the (hip called St. Antony went 
my Dominican Million of 27 Fryers.In the (hip called Nofir a Sennora de Regia went four 
and twenty Mercenarian Fryers bound for Mexico; part of thofe that afterwards drew 
their knives to flafti and cut theCriolio’s of their Profeflion, Thus with the Convoy of 
eightGaleons for fear of Turkes and Hollandersfyehotn the Spanifh Dons (hake and trem* 
bleatJfet forward our fleet with a pleafant and profperous gale,with a quiet and milker* 
fea, uatillwecame tothe Golfe^called Golfo deTeguat,or of kicking M<*re/,whofe waves 
and fwellingfurges did fo kick our (hips, that wee thought they would have kicked 
our St. Anthonies gilded image out of our (hip, and bereaved my Antonio Melendez of 
his gilt and painted idol, (to whom hee daily bowed and prayed againft the mer- 
cileffe element,}and that all our (hips galleries would have been torn from us with thefe 
fpurnings and blowesof that outragiouS Golfe. But at lad having overcome the 
danger of this Golfe, the eight Galeons took their leave of us, and left our Merchant 
fhips now to (hift for themfelves. The departure of thefe Galeons was motf folemnly 
performed on each fide, falutingeach other with their Ordnance, vifiting each other 
with their Cock-boates, the Admirall of the Fleet feafting with a (lately dinner in his 
(hip, the Admirall of the Galeons; and thelike performing moft of the other (hips to 
thefeverall Colonells and Captains and other their allied friends that were oftheRoi* 
all Fleet. Here it was Worth noting to heare thefighes of many of our Indian Apo¬ 
ftles, withing they might return again in any of thofe Galeons to Spain-, their zeal was 
now cold, and fome endeavoured many waies for Caho his licence to returne ( which; 
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could not be granted ) other* imployed themlelves molt ot mat day in writing letcers 
to their friends, and Sifters in Cales. Thus dinner being ended, and the two Admi- 
ralls folemnly taking their leaves, the warning piece being (hot off for theGaleonsto 
ioyn together, and turnetheircourfe to we bad mutuall adieu, crying one to 

another Bum Viaie , Bum pafige ; we kept our courfe towards America , failing before 
thewindconftantly till wecameto America^ a thing worth noting in that voiagefrom 
Spain to the India-, that after the Ida nds of are once left,.there is one cunftanc 

Wind, continuing to America ftill the fame without any opposition or contrariety of 
other winds; and this fo prosperous and full on the fades, that did itblowconftantly, 
and were it not interrupted with many calmes, doubtlefle the voiage might be endedin 
amoneth orlefle. But fuch were the calmes that many times we had, that We got mat 
to the fight of any Iandtillthe twentieth day of Augujlifo that neer fix weeks we failed 
as on a river of frelh water,much delighting andfporting our felves in filhing many forts 
fifties but efpecially one, which by the Spaniards is called Dorado, the golden filh, 
for the skin and fcales of it that glitter like gold 5 of this fort we found fuch abundance, 
that no fooner was the hooke with any fmall bait caft into thefea, when prefently the 
Dorado was caught, fothat we Cooke them many times for pleafure, and caft them a - 
gaine into the lea, being a fifti fitter to be eaten frelh then falted. Many were the feafts 
and fports ufed in the (hips, till wee difcoVered the firft land, or Ifland called Dejfeada. 
Thelaft day of July ( being according to the Jefuites Order,and Romes appointment* 
the day of Ignatius their Patron and founder of their Religion ) the gallant (hip cal¬ 
led S**'Gtrtrudis { wherein went 30 Jefuites) for theirs and their Saints fake made to 
all the reft of the Fleet a raoft gallant (hew, ftiee being trimmed round about with 
white linnen,her flags and top gallants reprefentingfome the Jefuites arms, others the 
pi&ure of Ignatius himfelf.and this from the evening before,(hooting oft that night at 
leaft fifty (hot of Ordinance, befide* four or five hundred fquibs (the weather being very 
calmejand all her maftsand tacklings hung with paper Lanthornes having burning 
lights within them^hc waits ceafed not from founding,nor the Spaniards from finging 
all night. Thedaics folemne fport was likewife great, the Jefuites increafing the Spa¬ 
niards joy with an open proceffion in the (hi p; finging their fuperftitiousHy rones and 
Anthemes to their fappofed Saint, and all this feconded with roaring Ordnance,no 
powder being (pared for the compleating of thatdaies joy and triumph. Thefourth 
©f Aftguj} following,being the day which Rome doth dedicate to Dominick^ the firft 
the founder of the Dominicans or Preachers Order, the fhip wherein I was , named 
St. Anthony , drived to exceed S^Gertrudis, by the affiftance of the 27 Dominicans tbap 
were in her. All was performed both by night and day; as formerly in S u - Gtrtrudis , 
both with powder, fquibs, lights. Waits and mufick. Artd further did the Domini¬ 
cans joy and triumph exced the jefuites, in that they invited all the Jefuites, with Do* 
JobnNino de Toledo the Prefident of Manila, with the Captaineof the (hip of S** Ger- 
irudisJLo a (lately dinner both of Fifh and Flelh • which dinner being ended, for the 
afternoones fport they had prepared a Comedy out of famous Lope de Vega, to be a&ed 
by fome Souldiers, Paflengers and fome of the younger fort of Fryers } which I con- 
fefiewasas (lately afted andfetforthbothin fhewes and good apparell, in that narrow 
compafieof our (hip, as might have been upon the beftftage in the Court of Madrid . 
The Comedy being ended, and a banquet of fweet meates prepared for the clofing up of 
thatdaies mirth, both ours, and Sta. Gtrtrudis Cock-boat carried backe our invited 
friends, bidding each other adieu with our Waits and chiefeft Ordnance. Thus went 
tve on our Sea Voiage without any ftorme, with pleafant gales, many calmes, dayly 
fports and paftimestill wedifeovered the firft land called Dejfeada upon the twentieth 
day of Auguji, 


CHAP. VI. 

Of our difeovery of feme Ijlands , and what trouble befeH Us in one of them. 

T He Admirall of our Fleet wondring much at our flow failing,who from the fecond 
of July to the 19 of Auguji had feen nor difeovered any land, fave only the Iflands 
viG maria-, she fame day in the morning called to Councellall the Pilots of the (hips. 
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to know their Opinions concerning our prelent being, and the neernefife of Land. The 
Ships therefore d re wneere unto the Admiral] one by one, that every Pilot might de¬ 
liver his opinion. Here was caufeoflaughterenough, for the paflengers to heare the 
wife Pilots skil; One laying,we were three hundred miles, another two hundred,ano¬ 
ther one hundred, another fifty, another more, another IcfTe, all erring much troni 
the truth (as afterward appeared) faveonely one old Pilot of the fnialleft Veflell of 
all, who affirmed refolotely, thatwith thacfmall gale wherewith wee then failed, wee 
ffiotild come to Guadalupe the next morning. All the reft laughed at him, but he might 
well have laughed at them, for the next morning by Sun-riling wee plainly difeovered 
an Ifland called Deffeada by the Spaniards , or the defired Land, for that at the firft 
difcoveryofthe India's it was the firft Land the Spaniardt found , being then as defirous 
to find feme Land after many dayes failing as wee were. After this Ifland prefently we 
difeovered another called Marigalante, then another called Vsminica, and laltly, mo¬ 
ther named Guadalupe, which was that wee aimed at to refefhour felves inj to wafh 
our foule cloathes, and to take in freffi water, whereof wee flood in great need. By 
two or three of the clock in the afternoone weecame to a fafe Rode lying before the 
Ifland, where wee caft our Anchors, nowayes fearful! of the naked Barbarians ofthat 
and the other Iflands, who with great joy doe yearly expedt the Spanifb Fleets com- 
ming, and by the Moones doe reckon the Moneths, and thereby make their guefle 
at their comming,and prepare fome their fugar Canes,others the Plantin,oihei the Tor- 
tois, fome one Provifion, fome another to bai ter with the Spaniards tor their fmall' 
Haberdaffi, or Iron,Knives, or fuch things which may help them in their Wars, which 
commonly they make againfl fome other Iflands. Before our Anchor* was caft, out 
came the Indians to meet us in theirCanoa’s, round like Troughes, fome whereof had 
beene painted by our Englijb,Come by the Hollanders ,fome by the French, ai might appeare 
by their leverall Armes,it being a common Rode and harbourto all Nations thatiaile 
to America. 

Before wee refolved to goe to ffiore, wcetafted of thole Indian fruhes, the plan® 
tin aboveal! pleafingourtafte and Palate. Wee could not but much wonder at that 
fight never yet leene by us of people naked, with their haire hanging down to the mid¬ 
dle of their backes, with their faces cutout in feverallf-ftiions, or flowers, wiffithin 
plates hanging at their Nofes, like Hog-rings, and fauning upon us like children, 
iome fpeaking in their unknowne tongue, others ufing figns for fuch things as we ima¬ 
gined they defired. Their figne for fome of our Spanifb Wine was taiily perceived, 
and their requ ll molt willingly granted to by ourm.-n, who with one reafonable up 
o CSpaniQs Sacke prefently tumbled up their heeles, and leftthem like fwinetumbling on 
the Deck of our Ship. After a while that our people had fported with thefe rude and 
Savage Indians, our two Cock-Boates were ready to carry to ffiore fuch as either had 
clothes to wafh, or a defire to bathe'themfelves in a River of freffi Water which is 
within the Ifland, ora mind to fet their feet again upon unmoveable Land, after fo 
many daies of uncertain footing in a floating and reeling Ship. But that day being 
farrefpent, our Fryers refolved to flay in the Ship, and the next whole day to vifit 
the Ifland ; many of the Mariners and Paflengers of all the Ships went that evening to 
ffiore, fome returning at night, and fome without fearc continuing with the Indians 
all night on fhore. The next morning my felfe and moll of our Fryers went and 
having hired fome Spaniards to waffi our cloathes, wewandred fbmeriniesal! together 
fbmetimes two and two,and fometimes one alone about the Ifland , meeting with many 
Indians, who did us no hurt,but rather like children fanned upon us,offeri ng us of their 
fruits,and bagging of us whatfoever toies of pin-points or gloves they elpied about us. 
Wee ventured to goe to fome of their houfes which flood by a pleafant River, and 
Were by them kindly entertained, eating of their fiffi, and wild deercs fleffi. About 
noone weechancedto meet with fbmeofthe Jefuites of Santa GertrudU Ship in the 
niidft of the Mountain, who were very earned in talkc with a Mulatto , all naked like 
the reft of the Indians. This Mulatto was a Chriftian,born in Seyill in Spain, and had 
been flave there formerly to a rich Merchant, his name was Len>u,and fpoke the Spanifb 
Language very perfe&ly. Some twelve yeeres before,, bee had run away from his Mafter 
by reafon of hard and flaviffi ufage, and having got to Gales, offering his fer vice to a 
Gentleman then bound for America, the Gentleman fearing not that his true Mafter 
ffiould ever have more notice of him from a new World, took him a Ship board wiefi 
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him as his flave. The Mulatto remembring the many ftripes which hee had fuffcred 
from his firftcruellMafter, and fearing that from America hee might by fame intelli¬ 
gence or other be (cutback again to Spain } and alfo jealous of his fecond Mailer (whole 
blovves hee had begun tofufferin the Ship) thathee would prove as cruellashis firft; 
when the Ships arrived it Guadalupe 3 refolved rather to die among the Indians^ which 
hee knew might be his hardeft tortune)then evermore to live in flavery under Spaniards. 
So calling his life upon good or bad fortune, hee hidhimlelfe among the trees in the 
Mountains till the Ships were departed ;who after being found by the Indiant^tid giving 
them fometoyes which hee had got by Health from his Mailer, hee was ? entertained 
by them, they liking him, and hee them. Thus continued this poore Chrlllian flave 
among thofe Barbariansfromyeare to yeare; who had care to hide himfelfe at the 
comming of the Spanijb Fleet yearely. In twelve yeares that hee had thus continued 
amongltthem, hee had learned their language, was married to an Indian , by whom 
hee had three children living. The Jeluites by chance having met with him, and per¬ 
ceiving more by the Wooll upon his head, that hee was a Mulatto^ then by his black 
and tauny skin ("for thofe Indians paint themfelves all over with a red colour ) they 
prefently imagined the truth that hee could not come thither but with fome Spaniard, 
fo entering into difeourft with him, and finding him to fpeak Spanifb , they got the 
whole truth of him. Then wee joyning with the Jefuites,began to perfwade the poore 
Chriliianto forfake that heathenifh life, wherein his foule could never bee laved, pro- 
mifing him if hee would goe along with us, hee (hould bee free from flavery forever. 
Poore Soule, though hee had lived twelve yeares without hearing a word of the true 
God, worlhipping ftockes and ftones with the other Heathens; yet when hee heard a- 
gain of Chrilt, of eternall damnation in hells torments, and of everlafting Salvation 
in Heavens joyes, hee began to weep, a during us that hee would goe with us, were 
it not for his Wife and Children, whom hee tenderly loved, and could not forfake 
them. To this wee replyed, that hee might bea meanes of faving likewife their Souls, 
if hee would bring them with him; and further that wee would affine him that care 
fhould bee taken that neither hee, his Wife, norchildrenlhould ever want meanes com¬ 
petent forthe maintenance of their lives. The Mulatto hearkned well toall this,though 
a fuddaine feare furprized him, becaufe certaine Indians paffed by, and noted his 
long conference with us. The poore and timorous Mulatto then told us, that hee was 
in danger, for having been knowen by us, and that hee feared the Indians would kill 
him, and fufpeft that wee would fteale him away ; which if they did, and it were 
noifed about the lfland, wee fhould fbonc fee their love changed into cruell rage and 
Mutiny. Wee perfwaded him not to feare any thing they could doe to us, who bad 
Souldiers, Guns and Ordnance to fecure ours and his life alfo, wifhing him to refblve 
to bring his Wife and Children but to the Sea fide, where our men were drying their 
Clothes, and Mould defend him, and a Boat fhould bee ready toconvey him with his 
Wife and Children a Ship board. The Mulatto promifed to doe as wee had counfelled 
him, and that hee would entice his Wife and Children to the Sea fide to barter with 
us their Wares for ours, defiring fome of the Jefuites (whom heefaid he fhould know 
by theirblaek Coates) to beethereready for him with a Cock-Boat. Lenit departed, 
as to us hee feemed refolute in what bee had agreed; Our joy likewife was great with 
the hope of bringing to the light of Chrillianity five Soules out of the darknefle of 
heathenifh Idolatry. The Jefuites who had begun with this Mulatto were defirous that 
the happy end and conclufion might bee their glory. So taking their leaves of us,they 
haftened to the Sea to informe the Admirallof what they had done, and to provide 
that the Cock-Boat of their Ship might bee in readinefle to receive Lert>io 7 and his fa¬ 
mily. Wee likewife returned to the fhore to fee ifour Shirts, and Clothes were dry. 
Moftof us (among whom my felfe was one) finding ourLinnen ready and our Boat 
on fhore went aboard to ourShip.lcaving two orthree of our company with many of 
other Ships on fhore, efpecially the Jefuites waiting for their prey. When we came to 
our Ship, moft ofour Fryers with whatlove they had found in the Barbarians, were 
inflamed wich a new zeale of (layingin that lfland, and converting thofe Heathens to 
Cbriftianity, apprehending it an eafiebufineffe (t‘ :ty beingaloving people) and no 
wayes dangerous to us, by reafon of the Fleet that yearely pafieth that way, and 
might enquire after our ufage. But by fome it was obje&ed,that it was a rafh and foolifh 
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zeale with great hazard of their lives, and many inconveniences were obje&ed again ft 
fo blind and Ample an attempt. But thole that were moll zealous flighted all reafons , 
faying that the worft that could happen to them could bee but to be butchered, lacri- 
ficed and eaten up; and that for luch a purpofe they had come out of Spain to be crown¬ 
ed with the Crowne of Martyrdome for confefling and preaching Jefus Chrift, While 
wee were hotinthisfolemne conlultation, behold an uproare on the fhoare ; our people 
running to and fro to fave their lives, leaving their clothes, and hailing to the Cock- 
Boats,filling them fo fall and fo full,thatlpme funke with all the people in them; Above 
al,nioll pitiful and lamentable were the cries of fomc oflour women,niany calling them- 
felvestothe Sea, choofing rather to venture to be taken up by lome Boat, or at worft 
to bee drowned, then to bee taken and to bee cruelly butchered by the Indians. Wee 
wondering at this fuddain alteration, not knowing the caufe of it, at laft perceived the 
Arroyves to come out thick from the Wood from behind the Trees, and thereby guefled 
at the truth that the Barbarians were mutinied. The uproare lafted not halfe an houre, 
for prelently our Admirall ftiot off two or three Peecesof Ordnance and fent a Com¬ 
pany of Souldiers to (hore to guard it and our people with their Muskets; which was 
well and fuddainly performed, and all the Indians foon difperfed. Three of our Fry¬ 
ers who had remained on the land, our Cock-Boat brought them to us with more of 
our Paflengers, among whom one Fryer JobnDelaGueva , was dangeroufly (hot and 
wounded in one of his Shoulders • this Fryer hadbeene earned withmee to flay on 
{hore with him, which I refilled, and fo efcaped that cruell and fiery onfetof the In¬ 
dians. Befides thofe that were drowned and taken up at fliore(which were fifteen per- 

fons^) two Jefuites were found dead upon the Sand, three more dangeroufly wounded, 
three paflengers likewife flaine, ten wounded, belides three more of the Fleet which 
could never bee found alive or dead, and were thought to have beene found in the 
Wood by the Indians , and to have beene raurthered by them. Our Mulatto Lewis 
came not according to his word; but in his Head a fuddaine Army of treacherous In- 
diant, which gave ns motive enough to thinke, that either Lew* himfelfe had dilco- 
vered thejeluites Plot to take him away with his Wife and Children; or that the In¬ 
dians fufpedingitby his talkewitbus had made him confefle it. And certainly this was 
the ground of their Mutiny; for whereas Lemit before had faid, that hee would know 
the Jeluites by their black Coats, it leemes hee had well defcribed them above all the 
reft unto the Indians, for (as it was after well obferved) moft of their Arrowes was di- 
refted to the black Markes, and fo five of them in little above a quarter of an houre 
flaine and wounded. All that night our Souldiers guarded the Coaft , often (hooting 
off their Muskets, to affright the Indians, who appeared no more unto us. All that 
night wee fleptlittle, for wee watched our Ship; left the Indians in their Canoas 
fhould fetuponusandtakeusafleepe. Some lamented the dead and drowned, others 
pitied our wounded Fryer John De la Cueva ,who all that night lay in great torment and 
mifery, others laughed and jeared at thole zealous Fryers, who would have Hayed itl 
that Ifland to Convert the Barbarians, faying they had had their full deflre of Martyr- 
dome, for had they beene but that night with the Indians , doubtlefie they had beene 
Hired for their Suppers. But now wee perceived their zeale was code, and they defi- 
red no more to ftay with fuch a Barbarous kind of Peoplcjbut rather wilted the Admi¬ 
rall would (hoot off the warning Peece for us all to take up our Anchors, and depart 
fromfo dangerous a place. In the morning all the Ships made haft to take in fuchfrelh 
water as was neceflary for their voiage yet to America , a ftrong watch being kept along 
the Coaft, and a Guard guarding our men to the River; and all the morning while 
this was doing not one Indian could bee found or feen,nor our three men that were mif¬ 
fing, appeared. Thu3atnoonewithapleafantand profperous Gale we hoifted up our 
Sailes,leaving the Iflands,and harbour of Guadalupe. 


CHAP. VII. 

Of our further Styling to St. Johnde Vlhua, alias, Vera Crux • and of our 
landing there. 

V Puii the 22 day of Auguji^ wee (ailed lo pleafantly that wee foone left the fight of 
the Illandsj The Indians uproare had Weaved for us a thred oflong difeourfe; It 

made 
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made fome hate their calling to teach and convert Indians. But Calvo hee encouraged 
us, telling us many ftorles of thegood and gentle natureof the Indians of Pbilippinar, 
to whom we were going, and thatmoft of them wereChriftians already,who eiteem- 
ed their Preifts as Gods upon the earth $ and that thole that were not as yet converted 
to Chriftianity, were kept in awe by the power of the Spaniards. Our chicfe care the 
firft two or three daies was tolooke to our plantins which we got from the Indians. 
This fruit pleafed us all exceedingly, judging it to bee as good,or better then any fruit 
in Spain. It is notgathered ripe from the tree; but being gathered green, it is hung 
up fome daies, and fo ripens and growes yellow and mellow, and every bit as fweet 
as honey. Our Sugar Canes were no leffe pleafing unto us, whilft chewing the pith,we 
refrefhed and fweecned ourmouthes with thejuice. We fed fortbe firft week almoft 
upon nothing but Tertois-, which feemed likewife to us that had never before feen it 
one ofthe Sea monfters,the fhell being fo hard as tobeareany Cart wheel, and in fotne 
above two yards broad; whenfirftthey were opened,we were amazed tofeethenum- 
berof egges that were in them, a thoufand being cheleaft that we judged to be in ibme 

of them. Our Spaniards made with them an excellent broth with all forts of fpices. The 
meat feemed rather fleft then Sea filh, which being corned with fait, and hung up two 
or three dayesin the aire, tafted like.Veal. Thus our Hens, our Sheep, our powdred 
Beef, and gammons of Bacon, which we brought from Spain,wcre fome dayes fligh¬ 
ted, while with greedy ftomacks we fell hard to our Sea Vealc. 

After foure dayes favour Fryer Jebn d e la Cueva, w ho had been fhot by the Indians 
died; all his body being fwelled, which gave us juft occafion to thinke,that the arrow 
which was (hot into his (boulder was poifoned. His buriall was as folemnly perfor¬ 
med as could be at Sea. His grave being the whole Ocean,he had weighty ftones hung 
to hi« feet, two more to his (houlders, and one to his breft; and then the fuperftitious 
Romifi Virile and Keyaiewj being fung for his foul, his Corpfe being held out to the Sea 
on the (hip (ide,with ropes ready to let him fall.all the (hip crying out three times, bum 
Viaie( thatis,a good Voiagc)to his foul chicflly,and alfo to his Corpfe ready to travail 
to the deep to feed the Whales:at the firft cry all the Ordnance were (hot off, the ropes 
on a fuddain looted, and John de la Cneva with the weight of heavy ftones plunged 
deep into the Sea, whom no mortall eyes evermore beheld. The like we faw perfor¬ 
med in the (hip of Santa Gertrudis, to another Jefuite, one of thethreewho had been 
dangcroufly wounded by the Indians of Guadalupe . who likewife died like ourFryer, 
Jus body being fwelled as with poyfon. Now our failing was more comfortable then 
before; for we paffed in the fight of the land of Puerto Rico, and then of the great 
Ifland of 5 *• Domingo • and here our company began to be leffened, fome departing 
to Puerto Rue } and £'*• Domingo, others to Cartagena, and Havana, and Honduras, Ja- 
m*tca, and Jucatan. We remained now alone the Fleet for Alexico-and fo failed till we 
came to what the Spaniards call la Sonda,ot the found of Mexico-, for here we often foun¬ 
ded the Sea; which was fo calme, that a whole week we were ftayed for want of wind, 
scarce ftirnng from the place where firft we were caught by the calme. Here likewife 
we had great fportinfixing, filling again cur bellies with Dorados, and faying that 
provifion which we had brought from Spain. But the heat was fo extraordinary, that 
the day Wasnopleafureuntous; for the repercuffion of the funs heat upon the ftilj 
and P ,tch kindled a fcorching fire, which all the day 

' ° Ur bodies ™ th a conftant J u™ing ^eat, forcing us to cart 

? T h V!fr? gS andni S hts were Pouiewhat more comforta- 
th , e . fUn had ,dt ,n the P hchcd ribs ard P Iankes of fhip was 
fuch that under deck and m our Cabins wee were not able to deep, but in our (hirts 

Sve! andt ,he deck ‘ Thc Mariners fdl to wafting them- 

lelvesand to fwimmmg, till the mfortonate death of one in the fhip called Stfrandfco . 
made them iuddamly leave off that fport. Theneerer wee come to the main land- the 
kaab n dS r 3 monftrOUS calkd by the Spaniards , T Huron. Some mi hake 
this ffh for the Caiman, orCncdile , holding them both for one. and thinking that 
it is only the Caiman or Crocodile ( by abufe called Tiburon ) which devoures marffleV 
a whole joynt at a bit in the water. But the miftake is groffe, for the Caiman is plated 
all over with fte Is, whereas the Tiburon hath no ftells, but only like other gear Sea 
fifties, bath a thick skin. The Caiman though the Indians eat of it, yet the ^Spaniards 
hate it . who cat ot the Tiburo*-, and in our fhip catching one with l tridentall iron 
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Fork, and haling him witlva Cable rope to the (hip fide, and then binding him with 
it, ( being as much as a dozen or fifteen men could do to hoife him up into the (hip) we 
found him to be a moft raonftrous creature, twelve els long at lead,which wefalted,and 
found likewife to eat like fltfh, as hath been faid of the Tortoii. This kind is as rave-* 
nous after mans flcfh as the Crdcidile , and many of them were to be fcen in this Sound 
of Mexico. 

The Spaniards bathing themfelves day ly by the (hips fide, C wherethereis no fuch 
dangerof theT ibnren-, whouleth not to come too neere the (hips ) one Mariner of 
rhe (hip called St.Francifeo being more venturous then the red, and offering to 
fwimme from' his (hip , to fee fome friends in another not farre off, chan¬ 
ced to be a mod unfortunate prey to one of them, who before any, boat cou d be 
let out to help him , was thrice feen to bee pulled Under water by the Mt>nder,who had 
devoured a leg, an arme, and part of his (boulder; the red of the body was after 
found and taken up, and carried to S. Francifco , and there buried in the forme and 
manner as hath been faid of our Fryer delaCueva. 7 hey that gee dorvm to the feet 
infhips , thefe fee the Worker of the Lord, and bif ivonders in the deepe , Pf. 107. 23, 24. 
Here they (hall fee not only Whales, but other Fifties like Monders mattering itrong 
and valiant men, with feverall lets of (harpe, drong and mighty teeth, devouring at 
onebit wholelimmes with fle(h and bones together. This milchance (added all our 
Fleet for three daies till it pleafei God to refrefh our burning heat with a cool and pro- 
Iperous wind,driving us out of that calm Sound,whichfif we had continued in it with 
that exceflive heat) might have proved moft unfound and unhealthy to our bodies. 
Three daies after we had failed, being Munday in the morning about (even of the 
clock, one of our Fryers faying Made, and all the people in the (hip kneeling to hear 
it, and to adore their bread God, one Mariner with a loud and fuddain voice crieth 
out Tierra, Tierra, Tierra, Land, Land, Land,which rejoyced the hearts of all that were 
in the (hip, asitfeemed, more then their Made, for leaving that, and their God upon 
the Altar with the Preid to eat him alone, they arofe from their knees, to behold the 
Continent of ^/werica.Grcatwasthejoyofallthefhipsthat day ; and great was the 
llaughter which our old Calvo made among his fowles,(which he had (pared formerly) 
tofeaftthatday his Fryers. About ten of the clock the whole face of the land was 
vifibly apparent, and wee with full fale running to imbraceit. But our wife Admiralll 
knowing the danger of the Coaft, and efpecially the dangerous entring into theHa> 
Yen, byreafonof the many rockes that lie about it, and are known only by markes 
aoddagsfetouttogiveallfhips warning of them, perceiving that with the wind 
wherewith wee failed then,we (hould not come till towards evening to the Portrand lad- 
ly,fearing left fbme North-wind ( which is dangerous upon that Goad,and ordinary in 
the month of September)(hoa\d in the night arile, and endanger all onr (hips upon the 
rockes; he therefore called to Councell all the Pilots, to know whether it were bed to 
keep on our failing with full fail that day, with hopes to get that day in good time in¬ 
to the Haven, or elfe with the middle fail only to draw neer, that the next mon ing 
with more fecurity wee might with the help of boats from land be guided in. T here- 
fult of the Councell was not to venture that day too neer unto the Port,for fear of be¬ 
ing benighted, but to pull down all, but the middle fail. The wind began to calme, 
and our (hips to move flowly toward* land, and fo we continued till night. A double 
watch was kept that night in our (hip, and the Pilot was more watchfull himfelfe and 
morecarefull then at other times; Butour Fryers betooke themfelves to their reftjwhich 
continued not long • for before midnight the wind turned to the North, which caufed 
a fuddain and general! cry and uproar in ours, and all the other {hips. Our Mariners 
came to the Fryers, ufingalmoft the fame words of Jonah x.% What manefi thou, G 
jletptr'i Arile call upon thy God, if fo bee that God will think g upon wr, that we perifh not. 
They changed rhe name of God into theblefled Virgin in whom they feeme 

to ionfide in fitch occations more then in God himfelfe. Their feare was more for the 
apprehenfionof danger by that kind of wind, and of what might happen, thenfor 
what as yet the wind threatned,which was not ftrongnor boifterousjhowever hallow¬ 
ed wax candles were lighted by she Fryers, knees bowed to Mar ) % Letanies and other 
hymnes and prayers fung aloud unto her, till towards the dawning of the day; when 
behold the North windeeafed, our wonted gale began to blow again , it being Gods 
will and pleafure, and no effeft of the howling Fryers prayers co Mary, who yet fuper- 

ftitfotjfly 
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ftitioufly to deceive the fimple people, cryedout, M ilagro, Mi/agro , Milagro , a mira¬ 
cle, a miracle, a miracle. By eight a clock in the morning wee came to the' fight of 
the houfes, and made fignes for boats to convey us into the Haven ; which immediate¬ 
ly with great joy came out, and guided us one by one between thofe Rockes, which 
make that Port as dangerous as any I have difeovered in all my travailes both upon the 
North and South fea. Our Waits plaiedmoftpleafantly, our Ordnance laluted both 
Towne and Fort over againft it, our hearts and countenances reciprocally rejoyced 
wee caft our Anchors, which yet were not enough to fecure our (hips in that moft dan¬ 
gerous Haven, but furth er with Cable ropes we Secured theta to Iron rings, which for 
that purpofe are faftned into the Wall of theFott, forfeareof theftrongand boifte- 
rous Northerne winds. And thus welcoming one another to a new World, many 
boates waiting for us j weprefently went with joy to fet footing in America. ’ * 


CHAP. VIII. 

of our Landing dtVe ra'Crux, otherwise S'- John de Ulhua, and of our en¬ 
tertainment there, 


gPOnthe 12 day of September , we happily arrived in America in that famous 
f Towne, called St. John de Vlhua, otherwife Vera Crux ; famous for 
| that it was the firft beginning of the famous conqueft of that valiant and ever 
^ renowned Conqueror Hernando Cortez. Here firft was that noble and generous 
refo.uuon, that never heard of policy, to finke the (hips, which had brought the 
nru Spaniards to that Continent, greater then any of the other three parts of the 
world, to the intent that they might thinke of nothing but fuch a conqueft as’after 
followed, being deftituteof the helpe of their fhips, andwithouthopes evermore to 
returne to Cuba, Tucatan, or any of thofe parts from whence they had come. Here 
it was, that the firft five hundred Spaniards ftrengthned themfelves againft millions of 
enemies,and againft the biggeft fourth part of all the world. Here were the firft Ma- 
Tnm teS;, ^ d |\ S3 ^ 7 C nf Cn ’ ^ fficcr ® of J uftice na ra c d- The proper name of the 
^ c h T* ° th ' rwife " al led from the old Harbour and 

ItZTfivaf CrUX A X n eagU u 8 f ^ thls 5 and fo called for that upon good Friday 
it was firft difeovered. But the old [ VeraCrux proving too dangerous an Harbour for 
Blips, by reafon of the violence of the Northern winds. it was utterly forfaken by the 
Spaniards, who removed to St. JobnBe Vlbua, where their (hips found the firft fafe road 
by reafon of a Rocke, which is a ftrong defence againft the winds. And becaufe the 
memory of the worke of that good Fridayftiould never be forgotten-to S. JohndtVl- 
^ they have added the name alfo of Vera Crux, taken from that firft Haven which Was 
dilcovered upon good Friday, Amo 151$. 

As fooncas we cams to fhore, wee found very folemne preparations for entertain- 

r C ?h H 11 rI°T £ ref °, rted t0 the Sea *» Preifts and Canons of Ihe 
Cathedrall Church, all the religious Orders of the feverail Convents ( which are 
there Dominicans Francifcans, Mercenarians, and Jefuites ) being in a readineffe 
with their Crofies borne before them, to guidethe new Viceroy of Mexico in procefli- 

"oi', 0 „d t 'htfh Cathed ,; all f h ;; ch - 

o land then the great Von the MarquelTe de Serralvo an d his Ladv C Il C 

Sty hC S who d b S f h ° lj h in ri :heir ^ ?ini ^ 3 J b y thC Converfion °f ’thofe Indians to Chri- 
l ianuy, who before had worlhipped Idols, and facrificed to Devils- others kneeled 

as P Xv h foft k /ffS n ! ak ' n§ ^ 0r i, t pra ? erS ^ f ° m , e t0 the Vir S' n Mary,other* to fuch Saints 
t^°° l “,l tl r ,fiI, “ t0, ‘eP' a c «3 and Nations of thofcTf 

S ihfCmvS'? t 'J neal i t, ;, e u < ' an " on P la y i ”sbo t hfro m ftip > a„dCaMe, 

Carrillo th* XT r ^ 3nd hi® Traine^ccompanyed with Don Martin de 

fc^chtiiw.?ir r3ll fr heftr ^ 

wnom ail ki»e< • weiebcwtd.a prayer of thankt-giving furg,hoIy watei by a Preift 
* forinkled 
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fprinkled upon all the peopled laftly a Made with three preifts folem^fTa^atoT 
This being ended the Viceroy was attended on by the ChiefHigh Juftice, named All 
caldi Major by the Officers of the Town ,fome Judges fent from Mexico to that pm pofe 
and all the Souldiers of the Ships and Townuntohis lodging; The Fryers likewife 
in Proceffion with their Croffe before them were conduced to their feverall Cloifters 
Fryer Calve prefented his Dominicans to the Prior of the Cloifter ofSt.Vominicke who 
entertained us very lovingly with fome fweet Meates, and everyone with a Cud' of 
the Indian drink called Chocolatte , whereof I {hall fpeake hereafter. This refrefhment 
being ended, wee proceeded to a better, which was a moft {lately Dinner both of Fiffi 
and Flefhj no Fowles were (pared, many Capons, Turky Cocks, and Hens were pro¬ 
digally Iavifhed, to {hew us the abundance and plenty of Provifion ofthat Country. The 
Prior of this Cloifter was no flayed, ancient, grey-headed man, fuch asufually are 
made Superiors to govern young and wanton Fryers; butheewas Gallant and Amo¬ 
rous young Sparke, who (as wee were there informed) had obtained from his Superi¬ 
or the Provincial! the Government of that Convent with a Bribeofa thoufand Due- 
kats. Alter dinner hee had fome of us to his Chamber, where wee obferved his light- 
nefle and little favour of Religion or Mortification in him ; We thought to have found 
in his Chamber fome {lately Library,which might tel us of Learning and love of Study; 
but we found not above a dozen old Bookes,(landing in a corner covered with dull and 
Cobwebs, as if they were afliamedthat the Treafure that lay hid in them, ftould be fo 
much forgotten, and undervalued, and theGuitarra (the Spanifk Lute) preferred and 
fet above them. His Chamber was richly dreffed and hung with many piaurcs, and 
with hangings,fome made with Cotten Wooll, others with various coloured feathers 
of Mecboacan , his Tables covered with Carpets of Silk; his Cubboards adorned with, 
feverall forts of China Cups and Diffies , ftored within with feverall dainties of fweet 
Meates and Conferves. 

This fight feemed to the zealous Fryers of our Million moft vaine, and unbefeeming 
a poore and mendicant Fryer; to the others, whofeendin comming from Spain to 
thole parts was Liberty, andloofhefle,and covetoufnefie of riches, this fight wasplea- 
fing and gave them great incouragement to enter further into that Country, where 
foone a Mendicant Lazarw might become a proud and wealthy Viva. The difeourfe 
of the young and light headed Prior was nothing but vaine boafling of himfelf, of his 
birth,his parts, hisfavour with the cfiiefe Superior or Provincial!, thelovewhich the 
beft Ladies, the richert Merchants Wives of the Towne bare unto him, of his 
cleere and excellent voice, and great dexterity inMufick, whereof he prefently gave 
us a rafte, tuning his Guitarra and finging to us {omeverfes (asbeefaid, of hisowne 
compofing) fome lovely AmaryUv, adding fcandall to fcandall, loofeneffe to liberty 
which it grieved fome ot us to fee in a Stiperiour who ftiould have taught with words, 

and in his life and Converfation examples of Repentance and Mortification. No (bon¬ 
er were our fenfes of hearing delighted well with Mufick, our fight with the objefts of 
Cotten-Wool,Silke and Feather workes, but prefently our Prior caufed to be brought 
forth of all his ftoreof dainties, fuch variety as might likewife reliffiwell and delight 
our fenfe of tailing. Thus as wee were truely tranfported from Europe to America , fo 
the World feemed truely to bee altered, our fenfes changed from what they were the 
night & day before when we heard the hideous noife of the Mariners hoifing up Sailes, 
when wee faw the deep and monfters of it, when we tafted the {linking water, when 
wefmelttheTarreand Pitch;but here wee heard a quiveringand trembling voice and 
inftrument well tuned, wee beheld wealth and riches, wee tafted what was fweet, and 
in the Sweet-meates iinelt theMuskeand Civit, wherewith that Epicurean Prior had 
feafoned his Conferves. Here wee broke up our difeourfe and paftimes, defirousto 
walke abroad andtake a view of the Towne, having no more timethen that, and the 
next day to ftay in it. Wee compaffed it round about that afternoons and found the 

luuation of it to bee Tandy, except on the South-Weft fide,where it is Moorifh ground, 

and full of {landing Bogs, which with the great heates that are there, caufeit to bee a 
very unhealthy place ; The number of Inhabitants may bee three thou{ancJ,and amongft 
them fome very ricl^Merchants, fome worth two hundred, fome three hundred and 
fome foure hundred thoufandDuckats. Of the buildings little we obferved, for they 
are all,bo th Houles, Churches, and Cloiilers built with Boards and Timber,the Walls 
ofthericheftmans houfe being made but of boards, which with the impetuous Winds 
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TwKNorthhachbincaiM thatnuny linw the town hath binforih.ino.1 profit 

bu^ntdowe to the ground.Thc great Trading from Mexico 3 $iby Mextcsiramtb+Eafl- 

hZl from if«», from Cub,, S,a.Vming.,J«.lan,Vm.bl,,,mibjT^ak.U l from 
/-""from C«r 4 «;«nd all .he Ifl.nda lying upon the North hot and byth.:H«ra ■ 
S going up to iapaiecaf Si- Vifr&M towards and by the River Grr- 

i«r running up to Tai.fi., L„ Z. v a and Cbiap. J. Mm, maketh this little Town 
«rv rich, and to abound with all the Commodities of the Continent Lana, and ot all 
tfreEall and WtSl-Iniia'l Treafures. The nnhealthineffo ot the placets the realon of 
the paucity of Inhabitants, and the paucity ofthem, togetherw.th the „ch Ttad.ng 
and P commetce, the reafons that the Merchants therein are extraordinary rich , who 
vet might have been farre richer, had not the Town been fo often fited,ar,d they in the 

fire'ltad great Ioffes. All the lltength of this Towne is hrftthe hard and dangerous en¬ 
trance into the Haeen , and fecondly, a rock which lyeth before the Town leffe then a 
Musket (hot off; upon which is built a Caftle, andin theCaftle a flight Garnfon of 
Souldiers. In the Town there is neither Fort, nor Caftle, nor fearce any people of 
warlike mindes. TheRocke and Caftle are as a Wall, defence, and mclofure to the 
Haven, which otherwife lyeth wide open to the Ocean, and to the Northern Winds. 
No Shipdarescaftanchor within the Haven, but onelyiunder the:Rock, andCaftle, 
and yet not fure enough fo with Anchors, except with Cables alfo they be bound and 
faftened to Rings of Iron for that purpole to the fide of the Rock ; from whenceTome- 
timesit hath happened that Ships floating with the Stream too much on one ftde the 
Rocke have been driven off and caft upon the other Rockes or out to t he Ocean , the 
Cables of their Anchors, and thofe wherewith they have beene faftnedto the Caftle 
being broken with the force of the Winds. This happened to one of our Ships the 
firft night after we landedjWho were happy that we were not then at Sea; for there arofe 
fuch aftorme and Tempett from the North, that it quite broke the Gablesot one Ship 
and drove it out to the maine Sea, and wee thought it would have blowne and droven 
us out of our beds after it,for the flight boarded houfes did fo totter 8t fhake, that we ex- 
pe&ed every houre when they would fal upon our heads. We had that firft night enough 
of St. 7 obndeVlbua, and little reft, though fcafted as well at Supper as at Dinner by 
our vaine boafting Prior, who before wee went to bed, had cauled all our feet to bee 
wafhed, thatnow ineafier beds then for above two moneths together the ltrait and 
narrow Cabins ofthe Ship had allowed us, our fleep might be more quiet, and more 
nourifhing to our bodies ; but the whittling Winds and tottering Chambers, which 
made our Beds uneafie Cradles to us, caufed us to fliefrom our reft at midnight, and 
with our bare (though walked) feet to feeke the dirty Yard for fafer fhelter. In the 
morning the Fryers of the Cloifter who were acquainted with thofe winds and ftortns, 
laughed at our fearefulneffe, affuringus, that they never fleptbetter then when their 
Beds were rocked with fuch like blafts. But that nights affrightment made us weary 
already of our good and kind entertainment; wee defired to remove from the Sea nde 5 
which our SuperiourC«/»» yeelded to, not for our feare fake fo much,as for his feare, 
left with eating too much of the fruits of that Countrey, and drinking after them too 
greedily ofthe water (which caufeth dangerous Fluxes,and hafteneth death to thofe 
that newly come from Spain to thofe parts) wee fhould fall fick, and die there,as hun¬ 
dreds did after our departure for want of temperance intheufe of thofe fruits-, which 
before they had never feen, oreaten. Thirty Mules were ready for us, which had 
bin brought a purpofe from Mexico^nd. had waited for us in St. John de Vlhua fix days 
before ever the Fleet arrived. G»/a® that day bulled himfelfea Ship board in fending to 
fhore our Chefts, and fuch Provifion as had been left of Wines, and Bisket, Gammons 
of Bacon, and felted Beefe,whereof there was fome ftore,befide$ a dozen Hens and three 
Sheep, which was much wondred at,that fo much fhould be left after (o long a vciage. 
In the mean time we vifited bur friends and tooke our leaves ofthem in the forenoone 
and after Dinner feats were prepared for us in the Cathedrall Church to fit and fee a 
Comedy afted, which had beene on purpofe ftudied and prepared by the Town for 
the entertainment of the new Viceroy of Mexico. Thus two daies onely we abode in 
St. John de Vlhua^wdio departed. 


G H A Pc' 


















Of our journey fronts*. John de Ulhua to Mexico •, and of the ntojl rentarke- 
able Townes and Fill ages in the way. 

Pon the i4.day of Sep: ember we left the T own and Port of S.John de Vlhua^n- 
tring into the rode to Mexico , which we found the firft three or four leagues 
to bee very Tandy, a? wide and open as is our rode from London to S. Albans. 
-pj ie j r j ians we met w i t b } was at the old Fern Crux y a Towne leated by 
the lea fide, which the Spaniards that firft conquered that countrey thought to have 
made their chief Harbour;but afterwards by reafon of the fmall Ihelter they found in it 
for their (hips againft the North winds,they left it,and removed to S. John de Vlhua . 
Here we began to difeover the power of the Preifts and Fryers over the poore Indians , 
and their fubje&ion and obedience unto them. The Prior of S. John de Vlhua had 
writ a letter unto them the day before of our palling that way,charging them to meet 
us in the way, and to welcomeusintothofeparts;which wasby the poor Indians gal¬ 
lantly performed; for two miles before we came to the Towne,therc met us on Horfe- 
back Tome twenty of thechiefe of theTownc, prefentingunto every oneofus a nofe- 
gayof flowers; who rid before us a bow (hot, till we met with more company on 
foot, to wic, the Trumpeters, the Waits* ( who founded pleafantly all the way be¬ 
fore us ) the Officers of the Church, fuchasherewe call Church-wardens, though 
more in number, according to the many fodalities or confraternities of Saints whom 
■ they feive, thele likewife prefented to each of us a nofegay ; next met us the finging 
men and boyes, all the Quirifters, who loftly and leifurely walked before us finging, 
Tc Dium landamus y till we came to the raidftof the Towne, where were two great 
Elme trees, the chiefe Market place^therc was fet up one long arbour with green bowes, 
and a table ready furnifhed with boxes of conferves, and other fwjeatmeates,a»d diet- 
bread, toprepareour ftomacksfor acup of Cbocolatte , which while it was leafoning 
with the hot water and Sugar, the chiefe Indians and Officers of the Towne made a 
fpeechunto'ns, having firll kneeled downe and killed our hands one by one ; they wel¬ 
comed us into their Countrey, calling us the Apoftles ol JefusChrift, thanked us for 
chat we had kft our own Countrey, our friends, our fathers aud mothers for to lave 
their foules * they told us they honoured us as Gods upon earth; and many finch com¬ 
plements they ufed till our Cbocolatte was brought.Werefreftied ourfelves forthefpace 
of one honr,and gave hearty thanks to the Indians for their kind refpefts unto us,affu- 
ring them that nothing was more deare nnto us in this world then their fouls, which 
that we mighc fiave, wee regarded not lea, nor land dangers, nor the uahumane cru¬ 
elties of barbarous and fiavage Indians^ who as yet had no knowledge of the true God ) 
no nor our owne lives. 

And thus we took our leaves,giving unto the chief of them fome Beads,fome medals, 
fome Crofles of brafle, fome Agnw Dei,fome reliques brought from Spain , and to eve¬ 
ry one of theTown an Indulgence offourty year$,(which the Pope had granted unto 
us, to bellow where and upon whom, and as often as wee would) wherewith we began 
to blind that fimple people with ignorant, erroneous, and Popilh principles. As we went 
out of arbour to take our Mules, behold the Marketplace was full oflndian men and 
women; who as they faw us ready to depart, kneeled upon the ground as adoring us 
for a blelfing, which as we rid along, we bellowed upon them with lifted up hands on 
high, making over them the figne of the Crofle. Aadthis fubmilfton ofthe poor/w- 
dians unco the Prciils in thole parts; this vain-glory in admitting fuch ceremonious 
entertainment and publike worlhip from them, did lo puffe up fome of our young Fryr 
ers hearts,that already they thought themfelvcs better then the bed Bilhops in Spain y 
who though proud enough, yet never travail there with luch publike acclamations as 
wedid. The Waicsand Trumpets founded againebefore us, and the chiefe of the 
Town condu&ed us a mile forward, and fo tooke their leaves. The firft two daies we 
lodged butin poore fmall Indian Townes,among whom weftill found kind entertain¬ 
ment, and good ftoreof provifion,efpecially of Hens, Capons, Turkeys, aud feve- 
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rail forti of fruits. The third day at night we came to a great Towne confifting of 
neere two thoufand inhabitants*fome Spaniards } fome Indium, called Xalappa de la 
Vera Crux. This Towne in the yeare 1634. was made a new Bilhops Sea ( the Bilbo- 
prick of the City,called La Puebla de lot Angtlts being divided into two) and thisbe- 
ing not above the third part of it, is thought to be worth ten thoufand duckats a 
yeer. It ftands in a very fertile foile for Indian wheat called C JHaiz, and fome Spanifo 
wheat. There are many Townes about it of Indians-, but what makes it rich, are the 
many farmes of Sugar, and fome which they call EJlamias , rich farmes for breeding 
of Mule*, and catteli; and Iikewife fome Farmes of Cecbinil. In this Towne there 
is but one great Church and an inferiour Chappell, both belonging to a Cloifter of 
Francifcan Friers, wherein we were lodged that night and the next day, being the 
Lordsday. Though the revenues of this Cloifter be great, yet it malntaines not a- 
bove halfe a dozen Fryers, where twenty might be plentifully maintained, that fo 
thole few lubbers might be more abundantly, and like Epicures fed and nourilbed. 
TheSuperiour or Guardian of this Cloifter was no leffe vaine then the Prior of S.Iebn 
de Vlbua-, and though he were not of our profeffion,yet he welcomed ns with ftately 
entertainment. Here and wherefoever further we travailed, we ftill found in the 
Preifts and Fryers loofenefle of life, and their waies and proceedings contrary to the 
waies of their profeflion, fworne to by a folemne Vow and Covenant. This Order 
efpecially of the mendicant Francifcan Fryers voweth ( befides chaftity and obedience) 
poverty more ftriftly to be obferved, then any other Order of the Romijh Church • for 
their Clothing ought to be corfe fackcloth, their girdles made of hemp fhould be no 
finer then ftrong halters, their Ihirts fliOHld be but woollen, their kgs (hould know 
n© ftockingSjthcir feet no (hoes,butat themoft and belt either wooden clogs orfandals 

of hemp, their hands and fingers (hould not fo much as tfltich any money 'nor they 

have the ufe or polTeftion or propriety of any, nor their journeys be madeeafy with 
the help of Horfes to carry them, but painfully they ought to travaile on foot; and 
the breach of any of thefe they acknowledge to be a deadly and mortall finne, with 
the gmkof a high fod.dammngand foul-curfing excommunication. Yet for all 
thefe bonds and obligations, thofe wretched Impes live in thole parts as though they 
had never vowed unto the Lord, Slewing in their lives that they have vowed what 

yLlTr f r r r,™a !^ as . tou ? a L ft «ngcandfcandalous fight to fee here in 
Xalappa a Fryer of the Cloifter riding m with his lackey boy by his fide,upon a goodly 
gelding, f having gone butto the Townes end, as we were informed, to hcare a dying 
mans confefiion ) with his long habit tucked up to his girdle, making (hew of a fine 

^ f h 0r i ng H°r r , ftOCkin h,,Icg,i ‘ ,,daBeate Cordovan Iboe upon his foot. 
With a fine Holland paire of drawers, with a lace three inches broad at knee This 

U An* Wi g t °P ryfl,rt . hcr l int o this ^nd the other Fryers carriages, under 

JheSofrh fl TH 7 Pe I C T . their dublct * ^ Uiltcd with filkvnd at tleir wrifts 
m i Holland ftuns ln their talke we could difeerne no mortification, but 

diHnp?h 7 Aft " f u PPCr f ° mC ° f theB1 be S an of carding and 

thoSl 7 l 5 f g > r atW r rCbHtnCW /° n,CrSt0 parts to a Primerajhich 
though moil of ours refufed/ome for want of money,fome for ignorance ofthat game, 
y« at Iaft wuh much ado they got two of our Fryers to joyn with two of theirs-foTh- 
Sind^L e h han ff- f ° me y ftluffl 5 d = tbev,eI aBd rev >es were doubled, lolTe made fome hot & 
CloirteTm madC - otbcrs “g er and covetous. and thus was that religious 

"' sht 8 ga Ti hoU ^ and fworne reli glous poverty turned znttpro- 
ennnphf 7 CO ? cto » fm *'™ e that beheld fome part of the night the game,found 

?°/ 8 , h ? b Jl rve ’ f or the more thefportincreafed, fcandalis to the fport were added, 
alfobt^ffino" 8 7 - f r« rm g that common oath Veto a Chrifio , Veto a Dios, and 
alfoby fcoffing and jearwg at the religious vowes of poverty which they had vowed • 

• 'onthe abk; yetfomonnesto make the company laugh, 
it he had chanced to wmne a double vie ( and fometimes the vies and revies went round 

° f ,! WOU,ah "“ ktl! " dl ° f of hXbSS™ 

S±'‘f'ta h ' r T r “’V °^ h tiS flKV ' fw "l’ th ' “°»'r into M. Xr 

SSaSffloTk^~?^~ n *f l -” or, s k " p “ y > 1 m ' sn ' d th ' n a 

*} u“ t“ y *1" m ‘l ' ■'> and m y ™J top it: fte»ing 
with Icoffcs and jefts of his hp», what religion was in his heart. My earn tingled with 

hearing 
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hearing fuch oatfces,my tonfue would have uttered Tome words of reproofe, but that I 
confidered my felf a gueft and ftrangerin a ftrange houfe,and that if any thing I fhould 
fay> it would doe no good ; fofiltnrly I departed to my reft, leaving the Gamefters, 
who continued til Sun-rifing,and in the morning I was informed that the jefting Fryer, 
that rather roaring Boy then religious Francifcan,fitter for Sardanapalw or Epicurw his 
Schoolc, then to live in aCloifter, had loft foarefcore and odde Pat icons, his fleeve 
(it feemes) lefufingto keep for him what hee had vowed never to poflefle. Herelbe- 
gan to find out by experience of thefeFrancifcans, that liberty and loofnelTe of life it 
was that brought yeerly fo many Fryers and Jeftiiccsfrom Spain tothofe parts, rather 
thenzeale of Preaching the Gofpel and Converting Soules to Chrift, which indeed be¬ 
ing an aft of higheft Charity,they make a fpeciall badge of the truth of their Religion: 
But theloofnefle of their lives fheweth evidently thatthe loveof money,of vain-glory, 
of Power and Authority over the poore Indians, is their end and aime more then any 
love of God. From Xalappa we went to a place called by the Spaniards, La Rinconada, 
which is no Towne nor Village,and therefore not worth mentioning in fuch a Pi.ode as 
now Tam in; yet as famous in two things, it muft not bee omitted amongft greater 
places. This place (lands fo far from any other Town,that Travellers can fcarce make 
their journeys without either baiting there at noone, or lying there at night, or de¬ 
clining three or foure miles out of the Rode to feme Indian Town. It is no more then 
one houfr, which the. Spaniard! call, Vmta, or as our E«g/z^,Innes,feated in the corner 
of a low Valley, which is the hotteft place from St. Jebn de Vlbua to M.xico ; about it 
arethebeft Springsand Fountaines in all theRode,andthewaterthough warme with 
theheatoftheSun,yetasfwcetasany Milk-Thelnns-keeper knowing wel the Spaniards 
heat,that it feekscoole and refrefhing drink,have (peciallcare fo to lay in water in great 
earthenVeflels,which they fet upon a moift and wateritli Sand,that it is fo cold that it 
maketh the teeth to chatter. This fweetnefle and this coolnefle together of that water in 
fohot and fcorching a Countrey, was to us a wonder, who could find no other refrefh- 
ment from that extraordinary heat. Bcfides our Provifion hereof Becfe, Mutton,Kid, 
Hens,Turkeys,Rabbets, Fowles, and efpecially Quailes, wasfo plentifulland cheape, 
that wee were aftonifhed at it. The Valley and Countrey about it is very rich and 
fertile, full of Spanifb Farmesof Sugar, and Cocbinil, Spanifi and Indian Whcate. 
But what maketh mee more efpecially remember this Venta, or Inne, is, for thac 
though Art and experience of man have found a way to provide for Travellers in fo hot 
aplacecoole and refrefhing water , and God have given it the fweetnefle of Milk, and 
to the place fnch abundance of Provifion- yet all this in the day onely is comfortable 
and pleafant; but in the night the Spaniards call it, Cumfites en infierno , that is to fay, 
Cumfits in hell, for not onely the heat is fb extraordinary, that it is impoffible to bee 
feeding without wiping away the continuall fweatof the Face, whofe drops from 
theBrowesare alwayes ready to blind our eyes and to fill with fauce our difhes, but 
the fwarmes of Gnats are fuch that waking and fleeping no device of man is able to 
keep them off. True it is, moft of us had our Pavilions which wee carried (with us to 
hang about and over our beds, but thefe could not defend us from that piercing and 
flinging Vermine, which like Egjpts Plague of Frogs would befure to be in every place, 
and through our Curtaines to come upon our very Beds. Yetintheday they arc 
jnot; bat juft at Sun fetting they begin to fwarme about, and at Sun rifing away they 
goe. After a moft tedious and troublefome night, when weefound the riling of the 
Sim had difperfed and baniftied them away , wee thought it beft for us to flieaway from 
that place with them ; and fo from thence earely wee departed to a Towne as pleafant 
andfertill and abounding with Provifion as this Rinconadai and free from fuch bufie 
guefts and individual! Mares and Companions as the night before had intruded them- 
Telvesupon us. The next night wee got to a Towne called Segnra, inhabited both by 
Indians and Spaniards, confillingofabout a thoufand Inhabitants; here again without 
any charges we were ftately entertained by Francifcan Fryers,as light and vain glorious 
as thofe of Xalappa. This Town had its firft beginning and foundation from Hernando 
Cortez , and is called Segura de laFrontera, being built up by him for a Frontier Town 
to fecure the Spaniardt that came from St. Jobnde Vlbtt i to Mexico, again ft the Cttlbu- 
acans and people of Tepeacac, who were allied to the Mexicans, and fo much annoyed 
the Spaaiardi. B'it what moft incenfed Cortez was,that after his firft reptiffe from Mexi¬ 
co, the Indians infulting over him and th e reft ofhis Company, whom they heard had 
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"Te^edangeroufly wounded, andwere retired I^TlaxcaUan toRecover andftrengthen 
themfelvcf; the two Townes, Cuibua and Tepeacac, then in League with the Mtxt* 
cans zgM Cortez and the Town of lying in wait for the took 

twelve of them, and facrificed them alive to their Idols and eat their flefh. Where¬ 
upon Cortez defired Maxixca, a chief Captain of 7 laxcallan and divers other Gen- 
tlemen of thatTowne to goe with him and to help him to bee avenged of the people 
of Tepgjiac for the cruelty uftd to twelve of his Spaniards , and for the oaily and great 
hurt they alfo did to the Inhabitants of TlaxcaUan with the helpe of their allied friends 
the Culbuacans and Mexicans. Maxixca and the chief of [TlaxcaUan forthwith entred 
into counfell with the States and and Communaity of the Town and there determined 
with generall confentto give unto him forty Thoufand fighting Men, befidesmany TV 
memez, who arc Foot Carriers, tobearethe Baggage , Vi^uall, and other things. 
With this number of T laxcalteca’s, hisowne men, and hones, Cme* went toTepeacac, 
requiring them infatisfaftion of the death of the twelve Chnftians, that they fhould 
now yeeld themfelves to the obedience of JieEmperourand King of his Mafter, 
and hereafter never more to receive any Mexican into their Town or houfes, neither yet 
any of the Province of Cuibua, The TepeacacS anfwered that they had flam the Spa, 
niardi for good and juft caufe, Which was that being time of Warre, they prefumed to 
paffe th rough their Countrey by force without their will and Licenfe. And alfo that 
the Mexicans and Culbuacans were their friends and Lords, whom alwayes they would 
friendly entertaine within their Tqwne and houfes, refufing utterly their offer and rc- 
queft, protelling to give no obedience to whom they knew mot, wifhing them there¬ 
fore to return incontinent to TlaxtaBan )C x cept they had defire to end their weary days 
and to be facrificed and eaten up as their twelve friends had been. Cortez yet invited 
them many times with peace; and feeing it prevailed not, he began his Wars in earned. 
The Tepeacacs with the favour of the Culbuacans were brave and lufty, and began to 
floD and defend the Spaniards entrance into their Town. And being many in number 
with divers valiant men among them, began to skirmiffi fiindry times 5 but at the end 
they were overthrown and many (lain without killing any Spaniard , although many 
Tlaxcalteca’t were killed that day. The Lords and principall Perfons of Jepeacac tee¬ 
ing their overthrow, and that their ftrength could not prcvaile, yeeJded themfelves 
unto Cortez for Vaflals of the Emperour with condition to banifh for ever their allied 
friends of Culhua • and thathee fhould punifti and correft at his will and pleafure all 
thofe which were occafion of the death of the twelve Spaniards. For which caufes and 
obftinacy, at the firft Cortez judged' by his fentencc that all the Townes which had 
been privy to the murther, fhould for ever remain Captives and flaves • others affirm 
that he overcame them without anycondition , and corrected them for their difobedi- 
ence, being Sodomites,Idolaters and eaters of mans flefh,and chiefly for example of all 
others. And in conclufio»,they were condemned for flaves,and within twenty daiesthat 
theft Warelafted, heepacified all that Province, which is very great, hee drave from 
thence the Culbuacans , hee threw down the Idols,and the chiefeft perfons obeyed him. 
Andfor more affurance he builttherethis Town,naming it Segura VelaFreWera , ap¬ 
pointing all Officers for the purpofe, whereby the Chriltians and ftrangers might paffe 
without danger from Vers Crux to Mexico. This Town likewife , as all the reft from 
St.Iohnde Vlbua to Mexico, is very plentiful! of provifion, and many forts of fruits, 
namely Planting, Sapots , and Gbicsfapots, which have within a great black kernell as 
big as our horfe Plume-, the fruit it felt is as red within zi Scarlet, asfweet asHoney; 
butthe Chicofapotte , isleffe and fome of them red,fomebrownecoloured,and fo jui¬ 
cy that at the eating the juyee like drops of Honey fall from them, and the fmell is 
like unto a baked Peare. Here likewife were prefented unto us Clufters of Grapes as 
faire as any in Spain , which were welcome unto us,for that wee had feen none fioce we 
came from Spain , and wee faw by them that the Countrey thereabouts would b: very 
fit for Vineyards, if the King of Spain would grant the planting of Vines in thofe 
parts ; w which often hee hath refufedto doe, left the Vineyards there fhould hinder 
the Trading and Trafique between Spain and thofe parts, which certainly had they 
but Wine, needed not any commerce with Spain. This Towneis ofa more temperate 
Climate then any other from Vera Crux to Mexico , and the people who formerly 
had been eaters of Mans flefh, nowascivill and politick, as loving and curteousasa- 
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any in the rode. From whence wedeclined a little out of our way more Weftwardfth* 
rode being North*Weftward ) only to fee that famous Towne of Tlaxcallan, w hoCe 
inhabitants joyned with Cortez, and wee may fay were thechiefe inftruraents of that: 
great and unparalleld Conqueft. 



CHAP. X. 


Wherein is fet downe the eftate and condition of .the great Towne of Tlaxcallan 
whe-n thefrft Spaniards entred the Bmp re of Mexico-, Cortez his frfi en¬ 
counter with the Tlaxcalteca’s their league with him, with a defeript ion of 
the Tcwne-j and of thefate and condition of it now. 

WmmLjixcallan being worth al! the reft of the Townes and Villages between S. Join 
'iH lit d: VIbM * * n,i Mexico-, I thought it not fit to parallell it with the others in 
ggjjgl naming it bjiefely and palling by it as a Traveller; but rather I judged it con-^ 

, venient,and befeeming my prefent Hiftory, to record to pofterity with one 
ivholeChapter, the greatnefle of it, and the valour of its inhabitants, from the con¬ 
queft of _ America made by Hernando Cortez. Who being upon his march to CWexico- 
and having arrived to Zaclotan, and being informed that the Tlaxcaltecd’i were men of’ 
valour, and enemies to Montezuma the Emperour of Mtixeo, thought it his beft po¬ 
licy to joync with them againft the Mexican]. r 

Whereupon hee difpatched unto them fonre Indian] of a Towne called ZempoaUari as 
Amba(ladours to acquaint them of his coming into thefe parts, andofhisdeliretovi- 
fittheir Towne, not for any' harme he intended to them, but rather for their good 
The 7 laxcalteca’i fearing Cortez, and judging him a friend of Montezuma, becaufe upoii 
his way to vifit him, and having heard of the many coftly prefents which the Empe¬ 
rour had fent unto him - they refolved to refill his coming,and to fend him no anlwer 
to his ambaffage; but tooke the four Meflengers which he had fent, and iraprifoned 
them, minding to facrifice them unto their Gods as Efpies. Cortez feeing the long tar¬ 
rying of the Meflengers, departed from Zrfc/enw* without any intelligence from flax- 
caUan. His camp had not marched much after their departure from that place, but 
they came to a great circuit of Hone made without lime or morter, being of a fadome 
and a halfe high, and twenty footbroad, with loupe holestolhootat; this wall crof- 
fed over a whole valley, from one mountain to another, and but one only entrancecr 
gate, in the which the one wall doubled againft the other, and the way there was 
fourty paces broad, in fuch fort that it was an evil and perillous paflage, if any had 
been there to defend it. Cortez demanded the caufe of that circuit, and who had built 
it; the Indians that went with him,told him that it was but a divirion from their coun¬ 
trey and Tlaxcallan, and that their Anteceflors had made the fame to dillurbe the en- 
trance of the Tlazcalteca'i in time of wane, who came to rob and murther them becaufe 
of the friendftiip betwixt them and Montezu m a,whofe vaflTals they were. That ftrange 
and coftly wall Teemed a thing of great ma jefty to the Spaniard], and more (uperfluous 
then profitable, yet they fufpe&ed tluttheTlaxcalteca'j were valiant warriers, who 
adI tuch defence made againft them. But Cortez fetting all fear afide, with three hun- 
dred bouldiers on a ranke, entred the way in the wall, and proceeded in good order 
all the way forwards, carrying the Ordnance ready charged, and he bimfelfe the Lca- 
der of all his Army, and fomenmes he would be halfe a league before tbem,to difeover 
?nd make the way plain. And having gone the fpace of three leagues from that circuit, 
he commanded his Foot-men to make hafte,becaufe it was fomewhat late,and he with - 
his Horfe-men wenttodefcry the way forwards,who afeending up a hill, two of the 
formoft Horfe-men met with fifteen Indian] armed with fwords, and targets, and tuffes 
of feathers, which they u(ed to weare in the warres. Thefe fifteen being Spies,when 
they (aw the Horfe-men, began to file with fear, or elfe to give advice. But 
Cortez approaching with other three Horfemen called to them to (lay; which they by 
no means would hearken unto; till fix more Horfe-men ran after them, and overtooke 
them. The Indian] then joynfngall together with determination rather to die thert 
to yecld, (hewed to the Spaniards fignes to (land (till. Bat the Horfemen coming to 
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lav hands on them ; they prepared themfelves tobattel and fought defending themfelves 
for a while.In this fight the Indians two of.theirjdorfes, and (as the Spaniards do 

witnefle ) at two blowes they cut off a Horfe head,bridle and all.Then came the reft of 
the Horfemen,the Army alfo of the approached,for there were in light neer five 

thoufandof them in good order, to Cuccour their fifteen fighting men; but they came 
too late for that purpofe, for they were all flain by the Sfanifi fury, becaufe they 
would not render themfelves in time, andhad killed two of their Horfes. Yet not- 
withftandmg their fellowes fought,until they efpied the Spanijb Army coming,and the 
Ordnance, then they returned leaving the field to the Spaniards, whofe Horfe-men fol¬ 
lowed them, and flew about feventy of them, without receiving any hurt. With 
this the Indians perceiving the great advantage which the Spaniards had again if them 
with their Horfes,and meaning to come upon them fubtilly with a more powerful Ar¬ 
my,that they might the better deceive and delude them,they fent unto Cone* two of the 
four Mcffengers which had been fent unco them with other Indians , faying, that they 
of TlaxcaBan knew nothing of the things that had happened, certifying likewise that 
chofe with whom he had fought, were of other communities, and not of their jurif- 
diftion, being forrowfull for that which had pafled • and for fo much as it happened 
in their cotintrey, they would willingly pay for the two Horfes which were flain,pray¬ 
ing them to come in good time to their Towne, who would gladly receive them, and 
enter into their league of friendflsip, becaufe they feemed to bee valiant men; But all 
this was a feigned and a falfe meflage.Yet Corti* beleeved them, and gave them thanks 
for their courtefie and good will; and that according to their requeft he would goe 
unto their Towne, and accept their friendthip. And touching the death of his Horfes, 
hce required nothing, for that within fhort time he cxpe&ed many more; yet forrow¬ 
full he was not fo much for the want of them, as that the Indians fhould thinke that 
Horfes could die or be flain. Cortez proceeded forwards about two leagues, where the 
Horfes were killed,all hough it was almoft fun fet 3 and his men wearied,having travelled 
far that day. He planted his Army by a river fide,retnainingall that night with good 
watchboth of Foot-men and Horfe-men, fearing fomeaffault; but there was no at¬ 
tempt given that night. The next morning at fun riling, Cortez departed with his Ar¬ 
my in good order, and in the midft of them went the Fardage and Artillerie, and after 
a little marching they met with the other two Meflengers whom they had fent from 
Z aclotan ; they came with pitifull cryes exclaiming of the Gaptaines of the power of 
TlaxcaBan,w\io had bound them and detained them from returning; but with good 
fortune that night they had broken loofe,andefcaped, for otherwife in the morning 
following they hid been facrificed to the God ofVi&ory, and after the facrifice they 
had been eaten for a good beginning of the warres; the TIaxcalteca’s protefting to doe 
the like to the bearded men ( for fb they termed the Spaniards ) and to as many as came 
with them. They had no fooner told their tale, when there appeared behind a little hil 
about a thouland Indians,\t ry well appointed after their fafhion,and came withfuch a 
marvellous noife and cry, as though their voyces fhould have pierced the heavens; hur¬ 
ling at che Spaniards, ftones, darts, and fhot with bowes and arrowes. Cortez made 
many tokens of peace unto them, and by his Interpreters defired them to leave 
the battail. But fb much the more as he intreated for peace, the more hafty and ear- 
neftwerethey, thinking eitherto overcome them, oreifetohold them play, to the in¬ 
tent that the Spaniards fhould follow them to acerta’me ambufh that was prepared for 
them, of more then fourefcore thoufand men. Here the Spaniards began to ceafe 
from words, and to lay hand upon their weapons; for that company of a thoufand 
were as many as on the Spaniards fide were fighting men ; though they were well prafti- 
fed in the warres, very valiant, and alfb pitched in a better place for fight. This bat- 
tail endured certainehoures, and at the end the being either wearied, orelfe 

meaning to take the Spaniards in the fnare appointed, began to flie towards the main 
battail, not as overcome, buttojoyne with their own fide. The Spaniardsheinghot 
in the fight and (laughter, which was not little, followed them with all their fardage, , 
and unawares fell into the ambufti, among an infinite number of Indians armed ; they 
Hay d not, becaufe they would not put themfelves out of order, and pafled through 
their campe with greathafte and fear. The Indians began tofetupon the Spanip Horfe- 
men, thinking to have taken their lances from them , their courage was fo flout; ma¬ 
ny of the Spaniards had there perifhed, had it not been for their Indian friends, who 

had 
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had come with them from Zempoallan and Zachtan. Likewife the courage of Cortez 
did much animate them; for although heeled his Army making way, yet divers times 
hee turned him back to place his men in order> and to comfort them, and at length 
came out of that dangerous way and ambufhj where the Horfes might help, and the 
Ordnance hand in Head, which two things did greatly annoy the Indians to their 
great wonder andmarvell, and at the fight thereof began to flie. In bothincoun- 
ters remained many lndianr (lain and wounded,and of the Spaniards fome Were hurt,but 
none killed, who gave moft hearty thankes unto God for their delivery from fo great 
a mnltitudc as were foure fcore thoufand againft one thoufand onely of Indians 
and Spaniards joyned together.The Indians ofZempoallanandZacloian did play the va¬ 
liant men that day,wherefore Cortez honoured them with hearty thankes. Then they 
went to pitch their Campe in a village called Teoacazinco 3 where was a little Tower and a 
Temple,arid there fortified themfelves.The night following the Spanairds flept nOtquiet- 
Iy with fear of a third Invafion of the Zlaxcalteed's. As foone as it was day Cortez lent to 
the Captains of Tlaxcallan to require them of Peace and Friend Ihip, willing them quiet¬ 
ly to fuffer them to paffe through their Countrey to Mexico , for that they meant them 
no hurt,but rather good wil.The anfwer of the captains of T laxcallan was,that the next 
day they would come and talke with him and declare their minds.CVrfez was well pre¬ 
pared that night, for the anfwer liked him not, but rather feemed brave, and a mat¬ 
ter determined to be done, as fome had told him ( whom hee tooke priloners ) who 
likewife certified that the Tlaxcalteca’s were joyned together, to the number of a hun¬ 
dred and fifty thoufand men to give battaile the next day following, and to fwallow 
up alive the Spaniards whom fo mortally they did hate, thinking them to bee friends 
Unto the Emperonr Montezuma^unto whom they wilhed all evill and mifehief. Their 
intent was therefore with all their whole power to apprehend the bearded men, and 
to make of them a more folemnc Sacrifice unto their Gods then at any time they 
had done, with a generall banquet of their flefti, which they called CelefliaU . 

The Captaines of Tlaxcallan dmied their Souldiers into foure Battailes,the one to 
Tepeticpac , another to Ocottlulco 3 the third to and the fourth to niabuiz - 

«/<w,thatisto lay, the men of the Mountaines, the men of the Limcpits, the men of 
the Pinetrees, and the Water men ; all thefe foure forts of men did make the Body of 
the Common-weelth of Tlaxtallan t and commanded both in time of War and Peace. 
Every of thefe Captaineshad his juft portion or number of Warriers,but theGenerall 
©fall the whole Army was called Xicottncal 3 who was of the Limepits; and hee had 
the Standard of the Common-wealth,which is a Crane of gold with his wings fpread, 
adorned with Emeralds and filver worke, which Standard was according to their 
ufe either carryed before the whole Hoft, orelfe behind them all. The Lieutenant 
Generali of the Army was Maxixcaziri$ and the number of the whole Army was a 
hundred and fifty Thoufand men. Such a great number they had ready againft foure 
hundred Spaniards , and feven hundred Indians of Zempoallam and Zaclttan , and yet at 
length overcome ; and after this fight they were the greateft friends that Cortez had ia 
thofe parts againft Montezuma. Thefe Gaptaines came with their Companies, that 
the fields wherethey were feemed a Forreft. They were gallant Fellowesand well 
Armed according to their ufe, although they were painted, fo that their faces (hewed 
like Devils, with greattuffesof Feathers,and they boafted gallantly. Their Weapons 
and Armour were Slings, Staves, Speares, Swords, Bowes and Arrowes, Sculles, 
Splintes, Gantlets, all of Wood, guilt or elfe covered with Feathers or Lea- 
ther; their Gorfelets were madeof Gotten Wooll, their Targets and Bucklers 
gallant and ftrong, made of wood covered with leather and trimmed with lat- 
ten, and feathers, their Swords were ftaves with an edge of flint ftone cunningly 
joyned into the ftafie, which would cut very well and make a fore wound. Their in- 
ftruments of War were hunters homes, and Drummes called AtabaUs made like a Cal" 
dron and covered with Vellam. So that the Spaniards in all their difeovery of India 
did never feea better Army together,nor better ordered • that which I could not o- 
tmtto fpeake of here, having come in the orderof oiyhiftory to Tlaxcallan 3 where 
this numerous and gallant Army was fet forth againft 400 Spaniards and 60® 

Indians their friends. Thefe Indians thus ordered in Battalia bragged very much a» 
gainftthe Spaniards , and faid amongft themfelves,What mad people are thefe beard¬ 
ed men that threaten us and yet know us not 1 Exit if they will bee fo bold to invade 







3* 


A-New Survey of the Weft-Indies, 


«ur Countrey without our licence, let us not fet upon them fo (bone, it is meet they 
have a little reft* for wee have time enough to take and bind them; let usalfbfend thert* 
meat,for they are come with empty itomackes,and fo they (hall not /ay that we do ap¬ 
prehend them with wearinefleand hunger. Whereupon they Cent unt'dthe Spaniards 
three hundred Turkey cocks and two hundred baskets of bread , called Centli ; the 
which prefent was a great foccour and refrelhment for the need the Spaniards hood in. 
And foone after. Now (Jay they ) let us goeand fet upon them, for by this time they 
have eaten their meat, and now we will eat them, and fo (hall they pay us the vi&u- 
als that we fent.Thefe & fuchlike brags they ufed,feeing fo few Spaniards before them, 
and not knowing the ftrength of their Ordnance againft their fo numerous an hoft. 
Then the foureCapuinesfent two thoufand of their valianteft men of warre, and old 
Souldiers, to take the Spaniards quietly, with commar.dement that if they did refill, 
either to binde them, or elfe to kill them, meaning not to fet their whole Army upon 
them,faying,that they fhould get but fmall honour for fo great a multitude to fight a- 
gainft fo few. The two thoufand Souldiers patted the trench that wasbetwixtthe two 
campes, and cameboldly to the Tower where the Span iards were. Then came forth 
the Horfc-men, and after them the Foot-men, and at the firft encounter, they made 
the Indians feele how the iron fwords would cue ; at the fecond, they (hewed of what 
force thole few in number were; of whom a little before they had fo jelled : but at 
the third brunt, they made thofe Iufty Souldiers flie, who were come to apprehend 
them, for none of them efcaped, but onlyafewfuch as knew thepaflageof the tren- 
chesorditch. Then the main battail and whole Army let forth with a terrible and 
marvellous noife, and came fo fierce upon the Spaniards, till they entred into their 
campe without any refiftance, and there were at handy ftrokes with the Spaniards , and 
in a good fpace could not get them out, many of them being killed,which were fo bold 
toenter. In this fort they fought four houres, before they could make way among 
their enemies. Then the Indians began to faint,feeing fo many dead on their fide, and 
the great wouads they had, and that they could kill none of the Chriftiansj yet the 
battail ceafed not, till it drew neere night, and then they retired. Whereof Cortez, 
and hi? Souldiers were exceeding gIad,for they were fully wearied with killing of Indi¬ 
ans. The nextday in the morning Cortez went forth to ranne the fields as he had done 
before, leaving halfe his men to keeps the campe ; and becaufe he Ihould not be efpied, 
he departed before day, and burned about ten Townes, and facked one Towne, which 
was of three thoufand houfes, in the which were found but few people, becaufe the 
moll of them were gone to their campe. After the fpoile he fet fire on the Town,and 
came his way to his campe with a great prey by noone time. The Indians purfued 
thinking to takeaway their prey,and followed them into the camp,where they fought 
five houres, and could not kill one Spaniard, although many of their fide were (lain; 
for even as they were many, and flood on a throng together, the Ordnance made a 
wonderfull fpoil among them, fo that they left off fighting, and the viftory remained 
for the Spaniards, whom the Indians thought were inchanted, becaufe their arroWes 
could not hurt them. The next day following, the four Captaines lent three feve- 
rail things in prefent to Cortez , and the meflfengers thatbrought them laid. Sir, behold 
here five flaves, andifthou be that rigoroueGod that eateft mans flefh and blood, 
eatthefe which we bring unto thee, and we will bring thee more. And if thou be 
the gentle and meek God, behold herefrankincenfe and feathers. And if thou bee 
a mortall man, take here fowle, bread and cherries. Certez anfwercd that both he and 
his were mortall men even as they were. And becaufe that alwaies he had ufed to tell 
them truth, wherefore did they ufetotell him lies, and likewife to flatter him,for he 
delired to be their friend, advifing them nottobe mad and ftubborn in their opinion , 
th . e y fodid » a(ruredI y they fhould receive great hurt and dammage. 

Notwithftandingthis anfwer, there came againe about thirty thoufand of them e- 
ven to Certez his campe,to prove their corflets , as they had done the day before, but 
they returned with broken pates. Here is to be noted that although the firft day the 
whole hoft of Indians came to combat with the Spaniards ; yet the next day they did 
notfc, but every feverall Captaine by himfelfe , for to divide the better the travaile 
and paines equally among them; and becaufe that one (hould not difturbe another 
througj the multitude, confidering that they fhould fight but with a few, and in a nar¬ 
row place; and for this confidecation their battails were more frefb and ftrong, for 
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each Captain did contend who Ihould doe mod valiantly for te get honour, and elpe- 
cially in killing one Spaniard , for they thought that all their hurts Ihould be fatisfied 
with the death ot one Spaniard, or taking one prifoner. Likewile is to be confidered 
the ftrangeneSe of their battail, for notwithftanding their controverfie fifteen daies 
that they were there, whether they fought or no, they lent unto the Spaniards cakes 
of bread, Turkey cock* and cherries. Butt'nispolicy was not to give them that meat 
for good will, but onely to dpie and fee what hurt was done amongft them, and alfo 
to fee what feare or ftomack they had to proceed. But finding by their many fpies that 
the Spaniards were nothing daunted nor diminiflied, they refolved to lend unto Cortez 
Xicotencatl , who was chiefe and generall Captain in TlaxcaUan, and of all the warresj 
he brought in hiscompany fifty perfons of authority to keep him company. They ap¬ 
proached neer where Cortez was,and faluted each other according to the ule of their 
countrey. Their falutationsended, and the parties being fetdowne; Xicotencatl be¬ 
gan the talke, laying. Sir,I am come on mine owne behalfe and allb of my fellow Cap¬ 
tain andLievetenant-^wcixca, and in the name of many other noble perlonages, and 
finally in the name of the whole State and Common-wealth of TlaxcaUan , to befeech 
and prayyou to admit us into your friendfhip, and to yeeld our felves and countrey 
unto your King, craving alfo at your hand pardon for our attempt in taking up armes 
again!! you, wee notknowing what you were, nor whatyou fought for in our coun¬ 
trey. And where we prefumed to refill and defend your entrance> weedid itasagainft 
ftrangers whom weknew not, andfucbmenas we had never heretofore feen; and 
fearing alfo that you had been friends to Montezuma , who is, and alwaies hath been 
our mortall enemy. And we had rather all in generall to end our lives , then to put 
our felves in fubjeftion to him ; for we thinke cur lelves as valiant men in courage as 
our fore-fathers were, who alwaies have refilled againll him and his grand-father,who 
was as mighty as now is he. We would alfo have withllood you and your force,but we 
could not, although we proved all our polfibility by night and day, and found your 
ftrength invincible, and we no luckeagainftyou. Therefore fince our fate isfuch, we 
had rather be fubjeft unto you then unto any others 5 for wee have knowne and heard 
by the ZempoaUanczes , that you doe no evill, nor came not to vexe any, but were mol 
valiant and happy, as they have feen in the warres, being in your company. For 
which confideration, we trull that our liberty fhall not be diminiflied, but rather our 
own perfons, wives and families better preferved,and our houfesand husbandry not 
dellroyed. And; in fbme of his talke, the tears tricklingdown his cheeks, he befought 
Cortez to weigh that T laxcaBan did never at any time acknowlege any fuperiour Lord 
or King, nor at arty time had come any perfon among them to command, but only he, 
whom now they did voluntarily eleft and choofe as their Superiour and Ruler. Cortez 
much rejoyced with this ambaffage, and to feefuch a mighty Captaine, who comman¬ 
ded a hundred and fifty thoufand Souldiers, come unto his camp to fubmit himfelfe; 
judging it alfo matter of great weight to have that Common-wealth in fubje&ion, for 
the enterprife which he had in hand , whereby he fully made an account, that the 
wars wereatanend, tothegreat contentation of him and his company, and with 
great fame and reputation among the Indians. So with a merry and loving countenance 
he anfwered, laying firft to their charge,the hurt and damage which he had received in 
their countrey, bccaufethey refufedatthefirftto hearken unto him, and quietly to 
fuffer him to enter into their countrey,as he had required and defired by his meffengers 
Cent unto them from Zachtan. Yet all this notwithllandiag he did both pardon the 
killing of histwoHorfes, the affaulting of him in the high way, and the lies which 
they had moll craftily ufedwith him,('for whereas they themfelves fought againll him, 
yet they laid the fault to others) likewife their pretence to murther him in the ambufh 
prepared for him ( enticing him to come to their Towne ) without making firft defi¬ 
ance accord ing to the law of Arms. Yet thefe injuries notwithftanding , he did lo¬ 
vingly receive their offer madeinfiibje&ion to the Emperour, and that very Ihortly he 
would be with him in TlaxcaUan. At this fame time there were Ambaffadours from 
Montezuma with Cortez , who grieved much to fee the League that was now beginning 
between the Tloxcalteca’s and the Spaniardsithey advifed Cortez to give no credit unto 
them, faying, theymeant nothing but trealbn, and lies, and to lock them up in 
TlaxcaUan. Cortez anfwered the Ambaffadours, that although their advice were true, 
yet he did determine to goe thither, for that he feared them leffe ra the Towhe then in 
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the field. They hearing this anfwer and determination, befought him to give unto 
one of them licence to returne unto Mexico, to advertife Montezum* of all that was paft, 
with an anfwer to their ambaflage, promiling within fix dayes to have newes from 
Mexico , and till then prayed him not to depart with his campe. Cortez granted their 
requeft, and abode cherethe time appointed, expe&ing their anfwer, and within him- 
felte rejoycing to fee how the Mexicans began to feare, that his peace with the Tlaxcal - ' 
tecas would be their mine and deftru&ion, as indeed afterwards it proved. In this 
mean feafon came many of Tlaxcallan to the campe, forne brought Turkey cockts, o- 
ther brought bread and cherries, with merry countenances, dtfiring them to goe home 
with them unto their houfes.The fixt day the Mexican Ambafladourcame according to 
promife, and brought unto Cortez ten jewels oi gold , both rich and well Wrought, 
and fifteen thoufand garments of Cotton exceeding gallant,and moftearneftly befought 
him on the behalfe of Montezuma, that he fhould not danger himfelfe in miffing to the 
words of the Tlaxcaltecds, who were fo poore that with neceflity they would rob him 
of the things and prefents which his Matter had lent him, yea and likewife murther 
him, knowingof the friendlhip between his Matter and him. At the very fame time 
all the chiefett Lords of TlaxcaUan came tointreat him to goe with them to J-axcaUan, 
wherehelhouldbecherilhed, lodged and well provided : for it was a great difhonour 
and lhame unto them to permit liich perfonages to abide in fuch vilecottages, as they 
werein. And if (faid they}you truft us not, then we are ready to give you for your 
fecurity whatfoever pledges or gages you (hall demand. And they did both (wear and 
faithfully promife that they might fafely goe with them, faying alfo that the Oath 
and Faith of their Common-wealth fhould never be broken for all the goods in the 
world. Thus was Cortez on both fidesearneftly folicited, and in treated; th t Mexicans 
fearing his League and friendfhip with the Tlaxca/teca’s , and thefe hoping that his 
friendship with them would be their chiefe protection againft the tyranny of Montezu¬ 
ma. But Cortez aiming chiefly at the Empire of Mexico , which Montezuma his difleru¬ 
bied friendfhip would never helpe him to enjoy ; and feeing the good will of fomany 
gentlemen his new friends of ilaxcaUan , the moft mortall enemies of Montezuma, 
and like wife the Indians of Zempoallan, of whom he had good credit, did lo impor¬ 
tune him, and allure him of his going, he commanded his Fardage to be laden, and 
alio his Ordnance, and departed toward Tlaxcal/an, with as good order as it had 
been to abattail ; and atthe Tower where he had pitched his camp, he left certain croffes 
for a memory with a great heape of ftones (which till this day remain in the place 
andmyfelfe have feen them ) andentred into TlaxcalUn the eighteenth @f September. 
There came out fuch a multitude of people to fee him and to meet him in the way, that 
it was a wonder to fee. He was lodged in the greateft Temple, which had many 
great and fair lodgings fufficient for him and all his company , except the Indians of 
Zempoallan and Zaclotan his friends, who were lodged in other Temples. He fet cer- 
taine limits, cue of the which he commanded ftraitly that none of his company fhould 
pane upon pain of death, and alfo commanded that they fhould take nothing but 
what fhould be given them. His commandement was well obferved, for none prefu¬ 
med to goe a ftones caft without his licence. The Indian gentlemen (hewed great plea- 
lure and curtefie to the ftrangers, and provided them of all things neceffary, and ma¬ 
ny of them gave their daughters unto them in token of true friendfhip , and likewife 
to have fruit of their bodies, to be brought up for the wars, being fuch valiant men. 
Cortez being throughly fatisfied of their hearty good wills, demanded of them the 
efface and riches of Montezuma. _ They exalted him greatly as men that had proved 
his force.. And as they affirmed it was neer a hundred yeers, that they maintained 
wanes with him and his father Axaica, and others his uncles and grand-fa¬ 
thers, they aflured him alfo that the gold and treafurc of Montezuma was without 
number, and his power and dominion over all the land, and his people innumerable; 
for ( faid they )he joyneth fometimes two hundred thoufand men , yea and three 
hundred thoufand for one battail. And if it pleafed him,, he would make as many 
men double and thereof they were good witneffe, becaufe they had many times 
fought with them. Cortez told them he was nothing difeouraged at all that his power, 
but intended a journey to Mexico, not doubting to oppo fe Montezuma, if hce fhould 
im SV*?**’ ** e P romi f ed them I'kewifc that he would free them from 
his tyranny, andfubduein huway all thofeTownes which were allied to the Mexi- 













A New Survey eftbe Weft-Indies. 


f" w > and dld any way anno^them and^hrir Common-wealth Th^ 
hearty thankes,alluringhim toaffitt him and accompany hS to uSZ ®JT 
the prefent offered him twenty thoafand men, making a i 5 ?° d for 

nant never to forfake him. Thu* was Tlaxcallaa fabdued and <!*£?£ the C ° Ve ' 
and command of the Spaniards being in thnfe «»na iworqeto the power 

not richeft, Townesin **JL\ 

uz, and were chief inftruments for [the fubduingo f Mxlo- pZdth^l tUytoC fC 

day are freed from tribute by the King* of Snai* ’ , anc * therefore to this 

tribute taxe is Iayed upon every Indian to bee payUvefreW m0I | ey . which a «a 
ledgement of lubjeflion they pay yeerely one corne of ^MJr* * 7 - t" • 7 L" adcnow ' 
Wheat. Thi*gt 4 tTowne :18 their Indim 
to fay as bread weU backed, forthere is more Graine calkdcfnt/i ZIhT T T* ** 
all the Province roundabout. In times Daft thrTn® D ,, z Sphered, then in 

istofay, a Valto betwixt two iSTlI £??>. lh “ 

out of a hill called Atloneapettc, and wattfech the moft part of^hc Province 1 and'f ^ 1 
thence ifTueth out into the South Sea, byZ acatnUan. This TownSr’ d T 
which are called Ttptticpac , OmM,, J fj[ 

ftrect ftandeth on high upon a hill, farre from r:, l-° ^tanHiztlan. Thefirft 

League, aud be about half a 

JWBmHMU 

sairtSfiSsfrS 

cati, Captaine Generali of the whole Common-wealth ThSialJSSI?^ * 'a 
by reafbn of the brackifc water ®uLhui-nlar, k,,. c ' .. « e Isa nother ftreet named 

C 10'k l ar ^^ lc, ^ber^^era , bet[erVafhi t oa[an{i l hdlt ,, witii ^o'ne^^l'wh^ 
plain bythe river,fide ftandeth the Town houfe, & other Officers intheChy of 

^MSssesij-iSia 

Generali. Alfo there were other Gentlemen, that were Under-CaDtainr* P ? » 
nu . mbcr - In the Wars they ufed theit Standard to bee carried behind the Arm* ^ 

wm^am 

corneca,, 3 S^^ - 



, uieaaal ‘y 5 'tandeth in the ftreet of OcoteluLo which fnrm^C .. 7 
thh'ig t f ,that 20 . 000, P crfons came thither in one day to buy and fell changing*' 

SgfeiS^j;id££SS 

madein who make as good earthen WffelasL 

d* ^ ear *h 1S f aC and frtritfbll forCorne. fruit* and Paflnrp 

in Spa^thcy '^nTo? d thaB 5 he5 >^ i '» r ^ feed their Cafetell thcre,whkh 

y ot doe. Within two League* of theTown ftandeth a round hill 

of 
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of fix miles of heigth,and five and forty miles in comparand is now calledISt. Bartboh- 

fe the*grcatdrankeneflewhich theyuftd. ThrirchiefeftGodwa,called 
Camaxtlo- and by another name Mixcovatl , whofe Temple flood in the ftreet of 
oZlulco] in the which Temple there was facnced fome yeeres above etght 
hundred perfons. In the Towne they fpeak three anguages, that is tofay, IV 4 - 
hua lh, whichisthe courtly fpeech, and chiefeft in all the land of Mexico; another 
is called Otomir, which is moft commonly ufed in the Villages, There is one onely 
ftreet that fpeaketh finomer 9 which is the grofTcft fpeech. There was aho formerly 
in the Town a common Jayle, where Felons lay in Irons, and all things which they 
held for finne.were there corrected- At the time that Cortez was there it happened that 
a tow nfman Hole from a %»WalittIc gold ; whereof Cortez complained to Maxix- 
ca who in continent made fuch enquiry,that the offender was found m CbeloUa, which 
is another great Town five Leagues from thence;they brought the prifoner with the gold, 
and delivered him to Cortez , to doe with him his pleafure. Cortez would not accept 
him, but gave himthankes for his diligence 5 then was hec carried with a cryer be¬ 
fore him, manifefting his offence, andin the Market place upon a Scaffold they 
brake his joynts with a cudgell: the Spaniards marvelled to fee fuch ftrangc juftice,and 
began to bee more confident that as in this point they had endeavoured to pleauire 
and right them, fo likewifethey fhould afterwards find them very forward to doe 
their will s and pleafiires for the better conquering of Mexico and Montezuma. Ocote- 
lulcand Tizatlan , are the two ftreets which now are moft inhabited- In Qcotelttlco 
ftandeth aCloifter of Francifcan Fryers who are the Preachers of that Town ; they 
have there joyning to their Gloifter averyfaire Church,to which belong fome fifty 
Indians fingers, Organifts, players onMuficall Inftruments, Trumpeters and Waits , 
whofet outtheMafle with a very fweet and harmonious Mufick, and delight the fan¬ 
cy andfenfes, while the fpirit is fad and dull as little acquainted with God, who 
will bee worshipped in fpirit and in truth. In Tepeticpac and guiahtdztlap 're two 
Chappels onely,to which on the Lords Day, andupon other occafionsthe Fryers of 
the Cloifter refort to fay Mafic. In this Cloifter wee were entertained a day and two 
nights with great Erovifiori of Flefh and Fifh, which is very plentifull by reafon 0: 
the River; The Fryers are allowed bytheTown a dozen Indians who are free from 
other fcrviccs onely to fiftifor the Fryers. They change their turnes by Weekes, 
foure one Weekeand foure another,except they be called upon for fome fpeciall oceafi- 
on, and then they leave all other worke, and attend onely with fifh upon the Fryers. 
The Town now is inhabited by Spaniards and Indians together; and is the feat of a 
chief Officer of Juftice fent from Spain every three yeares, called Alcalde Major , 
whole power reacheth to all the Townes within twenty Leagues about. Befideshim 
the Indians have likewife among themfelves. Alcaldes , Regidores and A/guaziles , fu- 
periourand inferiour Officers of Juftice appointed yeerelv by the Alcalde Major, who 
keepesthem all in awe, and takes from them for his fervice as many as hee pleafeth 
without paying any thing for the fervice done unto him. The hard ufage of this Al¬ 
calde Major and other Spaniards hath much decayed that populous Town,wfaich fhould 
rather have been cherifhed,then difheartnedby the Spaniards,who by sneanes of it gain¬ 
ed all the reft of the Country. 


CHA P. XI. 

Concluding the rejl of our journey foem Tlaxcallan to Mexico, through the 
City of Angels, and Guacocingo. 

§HE next place moft remarkable in the Rode wherein wee travelled was the 
| City called by the Spaniards, La Puebla delos Angeles , the City of Angels. 
| To the which wee weredefirous to goe,knowing that in it there was a Con¬ 
vent of Dominicans of our profeffioB,not having met with any fuch fince the 
day we departed from St. JohndtVlbua. Herewee refrefhed our felves at leafure three 
dayes,finding oar felves very welcome to our owneBrethrenjWhofpared nothing that 
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was fit for our entertainment. Wee vifited all the City, and tooke large notice of it 
judging of the wealth and riches of it not only by the great Trading in it, but by the 
many Cloiftersboth of Nuns and Fryers, which it maintained, fuch being common¬ 
ly very burthenfome to the places where they live, an idle kind of beggers who make 
the people belkve the maintaining ofthem # is meritorious and faving to their Soules! 
and that their prayers lor them is more worth then themeanesand fuftenance which 
they receive from them.Of thefe there is in that City a very great Cloifter offome fifty- 
or threefcore Dominicansianother of more Francifeans,another of Auguftins, another 
of Mercinarians, another of difcalced Carmelites, another of Jefueits, befides foure 
of Nuns. This City is feated in a low and pleaftnt Valley, about ten leagues from a 
very high Mountaine,whichisalwayescoveredwithfnow; It ftandeth twenty leagues 
from Mexico , it wasfirftbuilt and inhabited in the yeare 1530. by thecommandof 
Antonio dt Mendoza Vi eroy of Mexico, together with the confent of Sebaliian 
Jt*mir « who was a Bilhop, and had been Prefident in time paft in Sto Domingo and 
ivas that yeare in (lead of Nunniode GuzmanQw ho hadbehaved himfelfe very evifl both 
with the Indiam and Spaniards') fentto bee Prefident of the Chancery of Mexico with 
thefe other foure Judges the Licenciates John de Salmtron, Gafio guirega, FrancifioCty- 
™s ' and A/onfo Maldonado. Thefe Judges governed the land farre better then Nunnio 
de Guzman before them had done; and among other remarkable things they did, was 
to caufethis City to bee inhabited; and fet at liberty the Indians who inhabited there 
before, and weregrievoufly fuppreffed and inflaved by the Spaniards, and therefore 
many of them departed from thence, who had inhabited there before, and went to 
feeke their living at Xtlixco , Hmduras , Guatemala and other places where Warre 
then was. This City was formerly called by the Indians Cuetlaxtoapan , that is to 
fay, a Snake in water; the rcafon was, becaufe there are two Fountaines/the one of 
evill water, and the other of good. This Cityisnow a BifhopsSea, whofeyeerely 
Revenues fince the cutting off from it Xalappa De la Vera Crux, are yet worth above 
twenty thoufand Duckats; By reafon of the good and wholefome aire it dayly 
increafeth with Inhabitants, who refort from many other places to live there¬ 
by efpecially the yeare 1634. when Mexico was like to bee drowned with the inun* 
dation of the lake, thouiands left it* and came with all their goods and Families to 
this City of th zAngtU, which now is thought to confift of ten thoufand Inhabi- 
fants. That which maketh itmoftfamous istheCIoth which is made init v andis 
lent farre and necre, and judged now to bee as good as the Cloth of Segovia, which 
is the belt that is made in Spain , but now is not fo much efteented of, norfentfo 
much freftn Spain to America by reafon ofche abundance of fine Cloth which is made 
in this City of Angels. The Felts likewife that are made, are the bell of all that Coun¬ 
try ; there is likewife a glaflehoufe>which is there a rarity, none other being as yet 
knownein thofe parts. But the mint houfc that is in it, where is coyned halfe the 
Silver that cometh from Sacatecot, makes it thefecond to Mexico-, and it is thought 
that in time it will becas great and populous as Mexico. Without it there are many 
Gardens, which ftore the Markets with provifion of Salets* the foile abounds with 
Wheat, and with Sugar Farmes; among the which not farre from this City there 
is one fo great and populous(belonging to the Dominican Fryers of Mexico) that for 
the work onely belonging unto it, it maintained in my time above two hundred black- 
more Haves men and women befides their little children. The chief Town betweene 
this City of Angels, and Mexico, is called Guacocittgo confiding of fome five hundred 
Indians, and one hundred Spaniards Inhabitants. Here is likewife a Cloifter of Fran- 
eifeans, who entertained us gallantly, and made {hew unto us of the dexterity of 
their Indians in Mufick. Thofe fat Fryers wanted not likethe reft all Provifion ne- 
ceflary for the body. But their greateft glory and boafting to us was the education 
Which they had given to fbmechildren oftheTown, efpecially fuch as ferved them 
in their Cloifter, whom they had brought upto dancing after the Spanijh falhionat 
tne found of theGuitarra. And this a dozen of them ( the biggeftnot being above 
rourteene yeears of age) performed excellently for our better entertainment that night, 
Wee were there till midnight, finging both Spanijb and Indian tunes, capering and 
dancing with their Caftannectas, or knockers on their fingeis with fuch dexterity, as 
not onely did delight,but amaze and aftonifh us. True it is,wee thought thofe Fran- 
eifeans might have been better imployed at that time in their Quire at their midnight 
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devotions according totheirprofdbon i but we ftill found vowed religious duties 
more and more negle&ed , and worldlinefle too too much imbraced , by iuch as had 
renounced and forfakeh the world and all its pleafures, fports and paftimes. 

ThisTowne of Guacocingoh almoft as much as T/<m<*//<wzpriviledged by the King* 
of Spain y for that it joyned with Tlaxcatyan againft the Mexicans y in defence of Her¬ 
nando Cortez and the reft of the Spaniards that firft conquered that land. Thefe ot Gua- 
cocingo being confederated with the inhabitants of T laxcallanfiholell a, send Httocacbolla 
ftrongly defended the inhabitants of C bales, when they lent to Cortez for luccour, decla¬ 
ring that the Mexicans made great fpoile among them. Which fuccour Cortez, at that 
time not being able to fend them; being bufied in fending for his Vergantines to befiege 
Mexicoby water as well as by land, he remitted them to the helpe of the T laxcaltecfs, 
and unto thefe of Gmeoc'mga , Cbololla, and Huacacbolla ; who fhewed great valour 
as yet never buried in oblivion , in relieving Cba.co againft the ftrength, and power of 
Montezuma, which had iffued out of Mexico, to keep the Spaniards from drawing 
neer unto that City. For that fa&is this Townewith the others fore-mentior.ed, un¬ 
till thi3 day priviledged and higliiyefteemed of the Spaniards. From hence wee made 
our laft journey to thcCity of Mexico, parting over the fide of that high hill which we 
haddifeovered at the City of Angels, fome thirty miles off. There are no Alpes like 
unto it for height, cold, and conftantfnow that lieth upon it. From Spain to that 
place we had not felt any fuch extremity of cold, which made the Spaniards that had 
come out of the hot climate of Spain , and endured excertive heat at fea, wonder and 
admire. This laft journey from Gnacecmgt to Mexico we reckoned to be thirty Englijb 
miles, andof chethirty mileswejudgedatlealhhe fifteen to be up and downe the hill; 
and yec the top of it ( whither we afeended not) was far higher. From that higheft 
part of it which we travailed over, wedifcoveredtheCity of Mexico, and the lake a- 
boutit, which feemed to us to be neer at hand, (landing fome ten Erigkjb miles in a 
plain fromthebottomeof this mountaine. When Hernando Cortez went the lecorid 
time from T laxvallanto Mexico, to befiege it by land andby water, with Vergantines 
which for that purpofe he had caufed to be made, on the fide of this mountaine were 
his land Forces lodged, where many had periftied with cold, had it no* been for the 
ftoreof wood which they found there. Butin the morning he afeended upwards on 
this hill, and fent his fcout of foureFoot-menandfourHorfe-mentodifcover, who 
found the way flopped with great trees newly cut downe by the Mexicans, and placed 
crolfewifein the way. But they thinking that yet forwards it was not fo, proceeded 
forth as well as they might,till at length thelet with great huge Cedars was Ifich, that 
they could paffe no further,and with this newes were forced to return,certifying Cortez 
that the Horfe-men could not paflfe that way in any wife. Cortez demanded of them 
whether they had feen any people; they anfwered No. Whereupon he proceeded for¬ 
ward,with all the Horfe-men,and a thoulandFoot*men 3 commandinga!l the refidue of 
his Army to follow him with as much fpeed as might be ; fo that with that company 
which he carried with him,he made way, taking away the trees that were cut downe to 
difturbe his paffage; and in this order in fhort timepafied his hoft without any hurt or 
danger,but with great pain and travaile-for certainly if the Mexicans had been there to 
defend chatpafiage, the Spaniards hadnotpafied; for it was then a very evill way 
(though now it beareafonoblewideopen rode,where Mules laden with wares from 
St. John de Vlbua , and the Sugar farmes daily pafle ) and the Mexicans alfo thought 
the fame to be furc with the trees which were eroded the way ; whereuponthey were 
earelefleofthat place, and attended their coming in plain ground ; for from TUxcel- 
lan to Mexico are three wayes, of the which Cortez chofe the worft , imagining the 
thing that afterwards fell out, orelfefome had advifed him how that way was cleare 
from the enemies. At the delcent of this hill Cortez abode and refted himfelfe, till all 
the whole Army were come together , to defeend downe into the plainc • for front 
hence they deferied the fires and beacons of their enemies in lundry places, and all 
thofe who had attended their coming by the other two waies, were now gathered to¬ 
gether, thinking to fet upon them betwixt certain bridges ( which are in the plain made 
lo r travellers by reafon of the many dikes and currents of water which iflue from the 
„ ) where a great company abode expefting their coming. But Cortez fent twenty 
Horie-men who made way among them, and then followed the whole Army, who 
ikw many of them without receiving any hurt. Thus did the remembrance of thofe 
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antiquities newly refreftied by the objeftof the hill and plain beneath, make that cold 
and hard pafluge more comfortable aud eafieuntous. The firft Townewecametobe- 
low the hill, was guabtttipeci of the jurildiftion ofTezeuco. where we alfo called to 
mind,that this was the place, neer unto which tvas pitched the Campe of the Indiant 
of Culkua , xvhich was neer a hundred thoufand men of warre, who were fent by the 
Seniors of Mtxho and Tezmco to encounter Cortez-, but all in vain; for his Horfe-men 
broke through them, and his Artillerie made fuch havock among them, that they were 
foon put to flight. 

Three leagues from hence on ourright hand as we travailed, we difeovered Tezcu'co 
by the lide of the lake, and out of the Rode; yet it miniftred unto us matter of a 
large difeourfe, taken from the time of Cortez and the firft Conquerers, who found 
it a great City, and at that time even as big as M>xico ; though in it Cortez met with 
no refinance; for as he journeyed toward sit, fuurc principall perfons inhabitants of 
it met with bis forces, bearing arod of gold with a little flag intoken of peace, fay¬ 
ing that Coacnacojocin their Lord had fent them to defire him not to make any fpoile 
In his City, andTownes about it; and likewife to offer his friendlhjp, praying alfo 
that it niighepleafe him with his whole Army to take his lodging in the Town of 
Tezcuco,w here helhould be well received. Cortez rejoycing at this melTage, yet jea¬ 
lous of fomc treachery, and miftrufting the peopleot Tezcuco ( whofe forces joyned 
wich the Mexicans and CttUmacans he had metwith a little before ) went forward on 
his way and came to §>uahnticbman& Huaxuta ( which then were i'uburbs of the great 
City Te&uca 3 but now ai e petty Villages by tbemfelves j where heand all his hoft were 
plenteoufly provided of all things nectflary, and threw down the Idols. This done 
he entred into the City, where his lodging was prepared in a great houfe , fufficient 
for him and all the Spaniards , with many other his Indian friends. And becaulethat 
at his firft entry, he law neither women nor children; he fufpeft d fome treafon, and 
forthwith proclaimed upon pain of death that none of his men Ihould goe out. In 
the evening the Spaniards went up into the Z-ties and galleries to behold the City,and 
there they faw the great number of Citizens tbat fled from thence with their ftuff e ,fome 
towards the mountaines, and others to the water fide to take boat, a thing Itrange 
to fee the great hafteandftirretoprovideforthemfelves. There were at that time at 
lead twenty thoufand little boats ( cal 1 ed Canoas )occupied in carrying hodhold-ftuffe 
and paflengers; Cortez would taine have remedied it, but the night was fo nigh at 
hand, that he could not. He wouldgladly alfo have apprehended the Lord, but hee 
was one of the firft that fled unto Mexico. This Tow ne of ‘Iezcuco to this day is fa¬ 
mous among the Spaniards-, forthatitwas oneofthefirft, if notthe firft( which ac¬ 
cording to the Hiitoriesof thofe parts is very probable ) that received a Chriftian King 
to rule and governe. For Cortez ht aring that Coacuacoyocin then King of that City and 
Townes adjacent washed , caufed many ofthe Citizens to be called before him, and 
having in hiscompany a young gentleman of a Noblehoufe in thateountrey,who had 
been lately cbrilfened, and had to name Hernando ( Cortez being his God-father, who 
loved him well )faidunto the Citizens, that this new Chriftian Lord T>cn Hernando 
Wasfonneunto Nez-ivalpincintli their loving Lord, wherefore he required them to 
make him their King, confidering that Coacttacojocin was fled unto the enemies , Iay- 
ing alfo before them his wicked faft in killing of CacuzA his owne brother,onely to 
put him from his inheritance and Kingdome, through theeuticement of Quabutimcccin 
a mortall enemy to the Spaniards. In this fort was that new Chriftian Don Hernando 
elefted King, and the fame thereof being blown abroad,many Citizens repaired home 
again to vifit their new Prince, fo that in fhortfpace tfaeCity was as well repknifhed 
withpeople, as it was before, and being alfo well ufed at the Spaniards hands, they 
ferved them diligently in all things that they were commanded. And Von Hernando 
abode ever after a faith full friend unto the Spaniards in their warres againft Mexico and 
in (hort time learned the Spanifh tongue. And foone after came the inhabitants of 
Quabuticban, Hu ixuta i and Auhnco to fubmit themfelves , craving pardon if in any 
thingthey had offended. Within two daies after D a Hernando was made King of this 
great City and Territorie belonging to it ( whofeboiders reach unto the bordets of 
Tlaxcalian'y came certaine gentlemen of Huaxuta and §>uabtttichun, tocertifieuntohim 
how all the power of the Mexicans was coming towards them , and to know ifit were 
hispleafcre, that they Ihould carry their wives, children and other goods into the 
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mouniaines, or dfc to bring them where hewas, their tea re was fo great. CotUz for 
the King his God-child and favourite made unco them this anfwer, faying, bee ye 
of go®d courage, and feareyenot. Alfo I pray you to commahd your wives and 
families to make no alteration, but rather quietly to abide in your houfes. And con¬ 
cerning the enemies I am glad of thelrcoming, for yee (hall tee how I will deale with 
them. a But the enemies went not to Huaxuta, as it was thought; neyerthelefle Cortez 
having intelligence where they were, went out to encounter them with two pieces of 
Ordnance, twelve Horfemen and two hundred Spaniards, and with many Indians of 
Tlaxcallan. He fought with the enemy, and flew but few, for they fled to the water, 
and fo efcaped in their Canotfs. Thus did Cortez in Tezcuco defend himfelfe and friends 
from the great powenof the ^Mexicans, who daily attempted to be revenged on him, 
and the new Chriftiat' King whom he had made. But Cortez thinking that place the 
moft conVehient to lanch his Vergantines to the water, and hearing that they were fi- 
nilhed at TlaxcaBan, fenc Gonzalo de Sandoval to bring them from Tlaxcallan who 
at the border of that Province met with them being brought in pieces,a* table*,planks 
and nayles, with all other furniture, the which eight thoufand men carried upon their 
backes. There came alfo for their fafeconduft twenty thoufand men of warre, and a 
thoufand Tatnemez, who were the Carriers of vi&uals, and tervants. Cbicbimecatetl , 
a principall and valiant Indian and Captaine of a thoufand men had the Rere-gard. 
And Tupitil and Teutecatl, very principall gentlemen, had the Vant-gard with ten 
thoufand men, Inthemidft were placed the Tamemez , and tbofe that carried the 
Foyft, with all the apparell of the Vergantines. Before thofe two Captains went a 
hundred Spaniards , and eight Horfe-men, and behind and laft came Gonzalo de San- 
doval with all the refidue, and feven Horfe-men. Thusthey tooke their way towards 
Tezeuco , with a marvellous noife, crying, Chriftians, Chriftians, TlaxcaBan , 
TlaxcaBan , and Spaine. When they came to Tezcuco , they entred in in very igood 
drder, with the found of Drummes, Snail fhels, and other like inftruments of mufick- 
and againft their entry into the City, they put on all their bravery of clothes, and 
bufhesof feathers, which was a gallant fight; they were fix houres in entring into the 
Towne, keeping their array. At the fame of this many Provinces came to lubmit 
and offer their fervice unto Cortez, fome for fear of ddlruftion. and others for the ha¬ 
tred which they bare to the Mexicans ; fo that now Cortez was ftrongboth with Spa¬ 
niards and Indians ; and his Court ?t Tezcuco was as great, or greater then Montezu • 
weds formerly had been at Mexico. And here Cartes made his preparation for the fiegc 
of Mexico with all haft, and ftnniftied himfelfe with failing ladders, and other necef- 
faries fit for fuch a purpofe.His Vergantines being nayled and throughly ended, he made 
afluce, or trench of halfca league of length, twelve foot broad and more, and two 
fadome in depth. This worke was fifty daies a doing j although theie were foure 
hundred thoufand men daily working; truly a famous worke and worthy ©fmemory, 
which hath made TescKca glorioufly mentioned, though now almoft decayed in the 
great number of inhabitants. The Dock or Trench being thus finifhed, the Vergan¬ 
tines were calked with towe and cotton wooll, and for want of Tallow and oyle, 
thev were fas fome Authors report) driven to take mans greafe, not that Cortez per¬ 
mitted them to flay men for that effeft, but of thofe which wereflainein the warres, 
and of fuch as faliied dayly outof Mexico to hinder this work,and fighting were flaine. 
The Indians, who were cruel and bloody Butchers,ufing facrifice of mans flefh,would in 
this fort open the dead body and take out the greafe. The Vergantines being lanched, 
Cert muttered his men, and found nine hundred Spaniards, of the which were four- 
feoreand fix Horfe-men, and a hundred and eighteen with Crofle-bowes, and Harga- 
bufhes; and all the refidue had fun dry weapons, as Swords, Daggers, Targets, 
Launces, and Halberts. Alfo they had for armour, Corflets, coats of May le, and 
Jackes. They had moreover three great Peeces of caft Iron,fifteen final] peeces of brafie, 
and ten hundred weight ofpowder, withftoreof (hot, betides a hundred thoufand 
Indians, men of warre. Qn Whitfunday all the Spaniards came into the field, that 
great plainebelow the high moimtaine fpoken of before, where Cortez made three 
chieieCaptaines, among whom he divided his whole Army. Unto Pedro de Alva¬ 
rado the firftCaptaine he appointed thirty Horfe-men, and a hundred and feven cy 
Foote-men of the Spaniards, two peeces of Ordnance, and thirty thoufand Indians, 
commanding him to campe in Thcnpan. Unto Chrijlmal de Olid the fecond Captaine 
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hee gave three and thirty horfemen,and a hundred and eighteen footmen of the Spanifb 
Nation, two Peeces of Ordnance and thirty thoufand Indians, and appointed him to 
pitch his campe in Culbwacan. To Oonzalode Sandoval , who was the thirdCaptaine 
hee gave three and twenty horfemen, and a hundred and chreefcore footmen, two 
peeces of Ordnance, and forty thoufand Indians , with Gommiflion to choofe a 
place to pitch his campe In every Vergantine hee planted a peece of Ordnance, fix 
Hargabulhes, or CrofTe- bowes, and three and twenty Spaniards, men ihoft fit' for that 
purpofe. Hee appointed alfo Captaines for each, and himfelfe for Generali whereof 
lome ofthechnTeft of his Company began to murmur, that Went by land, thinking 
that they had been m greater danger; wherefore they required him to goe with the 
maine battaile, and not by water. Cortez little efteeroed their words-, for although 
there was moredangerin theland then in the water, yet it did more import to have 
greater care in the Warres by water, then on the land, becaufe his men had beene in 
the one, and not in the other. Eefides the chiefeft hopes that 'Cortez had to winne 
were thefe VefTels, for with them he burned a great part of the Coma's of 
Mexico, and the reft hee fo locked up, that they were no help unto the Mexicans 
and with twelve onely Vergantines hee did annoy bisenemy as much by water, as the 
reft of his Army did by fend. All this preparation for the liege of Mexico by land 
and water with above a hundred thoufand Indians , belidesthe Spsnirds above men- 
tioned , and the twelve Vergantines by water, was finifhed in this City of Ttzcuco 
which is a fufficient argument of the greatneffe of it at that time,maintaining wi th Pro- 
vihon fit and necelfary fo manythoufandsof people, and it yeelded matter enough 
unco us fora large difcourfe,whilft notfarrefrom the fight of it wee travelled in the o- 
pen anddireft plaine Rode to Mexico. Andas wetalked of the greatneffe of it m for¬ 
mer times, fo hkewife wee now wondered toconfidcr it to bee but a fmall Govern¬ 
ment, where doth conftantly refide a Spani(h Governour lent from Spain , whole 
power reacheth to thole borders of TlaxcaUan and Guacocingo , and to moftofthe pet- 
ty Townes and Villages of the plaine, which were formerly under the command and 

power of a King j but now are not able to make up above a thoufand Duckats a veer, 
which isfuppofedI to bee theyeerly revenues of the Governour. and Tezcuco it felf this 
day judged to confift onely of a hundred Spaniards, and three hundred Indian Inhabi¬ 
tants, whole chiefc riches come by gardening, and fending daily in their Cama's 
Herbes and Salets to Mexico .Some wealthlikewile thev pet hv rlipir c.rA *r r.— u 
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Cedars much decayed by the Spaniards, who have wafted and fpoiled them in their 
too too lumptuous buildings. Cortez onely Was accufed by Pamfilo de Narvaez, for that 
hee had fpent feven thoufand beames of Cedar trees in the worke of his ovvne houle. 
Gardens there were in Tezanco formerly, that had a thoufand Cedar trees for walls 
Mdcircmte, j eof 1 the P 1 of a hur ! drcd an . d twenty foot long,and twelve foot in coro- 
paile from end to end; but now that Garden that hath fifty Cedar trees about it is 
much regarded. At the end of this plain wee pafled through Mexicakhco, which 
ormerly was a great Town, but now not of above an hundred Inhabitants, and from 
Gardens* P et *y yctmoftpieafant for the lhadc of many fruit trees, 

fher *h d - ftate y . h °r CS w J lc . h for th / lr "creation fome Citizens of Mexico have 
built there,being at the foot of the Cawley which from this Town through the Lake 
reachethabout five English miles to Mexico. And thus upon the third daf of October 

11 L 2 ? C f. .,\ nt ° that famou , s and e aIlant Cit y 5 y« not abiding in it, but onelv 
palling through it,till we came to a houle of rrcrearion.ft^nHino _ s' 


.LTV™" r,(whither our courte was intcndecljwbere wee were ftatcly entertained, 
leatn«f 1 ^ CC - r the time of our fecond Ihippingat dcoapn/coXSa. 

flfrpp^ the South - Sea ^ Manila the chief City of the Wands named 
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CHAP. XII. 

Shewing forne particulars of the great and famous City of Mexico in former 
times with a true defcription of it now ; and of the State and condition 
efit they ear e 1625. 

a T hath been no fmall peece of Policy in the Fryers and Jefuites of Manila 
and the Iflands of Fbilippinar to purchafe neere about Mexico, fome houfe and 
Garden to carry thither fuch Miffionary Preilts as they yeerly bring from 
Spain for thofe parts. For were it not that they found (bme reft and place of 
Recreation , but were prefently clofedup in the Cloiftersof Mexico to follow thofe Re¬ 
ligious duties (which fore againft their wills moft of them are forced to^ they would 
foone after a tedious journey from Spain by Sea and land relent of their purpofes of 
going forward, and venturing upon a fecondvoiage by the South-Sea; and would ei¬ 
ther refblve upon a returne to Spain, or of flaying in fome part of America } as my 
felfe and five more ofmy company did, though feeretly and hiddenly, and fore againft 
the will of Fryer Calvo and others, who had the tutoring and condufting of us. 
Therefore that all fuch as come from Spain to bee Ihipped againe at Acoapulco for 
Thilippinas , may have all manner of incouragement, reft and recreations becommiog 
their Profeffions, whilftthey doe abide in America , and may not bee difheartned by 
thofe that live about Mexico, (who doe truely envy all that pafTe that way to Afia') the 
Fryers and Jefuites have purchafed for their Millions houfes of Recreation among the 
Gardens, which are exempted from the power and command of the Superiors of Mexi¬ 
co, and arefubordinate unto the Government of the Provincials of Philippinaj, who 
(end from thence their fubfticute Vicars to rule,and to looke to the forementioned hou¬ 
fes and Gardens. To the Dominicans belonged this houfecalled St. Jacinth, whi¬ 
ther wee werecarried, and where wee did abide neere five moneths, having all things 
provided that were fit and neceffary for our Recreations, and for our better encourage¬ 
ment to a fecond voiage by Sea. The Gardens belonging to this houfe might bee of 
fifteen Acres of ground, divided into fhady walkes under the Orange and Lemmon 
trees ; there wee had the Pomegranates, Figges, and Grapes in abundance, with the 
Plantin, Sapotte, Chicofapotte, Pine-fruit, and all other fruits that were to bee 
found in Mexico. The Herbes and Salets, and great number of Spanifi Cardoej which 
were fold out, brought in 3 great Rent yeerely ; for every day there was a Cart 
attended to bee filled and lent to the Market of Mexico . and this not at fea- 
fons of the ycere, as herein England, and other parts of Europe , but at all times 
and feafons, both Winter and Summer, there being no difference of heat, cold , 
frofts, and fno w, as with us i but the fame temper all the whole yeer,the Winter differ¬ 
ing onely from the Summer by the raine that falls, and not by exceffive frofts that nip. 
This wee enjoyed without dores; but within wee had all forts and varieties both of 
filhand flefh. ¥/hat moftweewondredat, wasthc abundance of fweet-Meats; and 
efpecially of Conferves that were provided for us; for to every one of us during the 
time of our abode there, was brought on Munday morning halfe a dozen Boxes of 
Conferveof Quinces, and other fruits, befides our Biskets, toftayour ftomackes in 
the mornings and at other times of the day j for in our ftomackes we found a great 
difference betweene Spain and that Coantrey. For in Spain and other parts of Europe 
a mans ftomack will hold out from meale to meafe, and one meale here of good cheer 
will nourifb and cherifh the ftomack foure and twenty houres ; But in Mexico ando- 
ther parts of America wee found thae two or three houres after a good meale of three 
or foure feverall difhes of Mutton, Vealeor Beefe, Kid, Turkies,or other Fowles, our 
ftomackes wouldbee ready to faint, and fo weewere taine to fupport them with ei¬ 
ther a cup of Cbocolatte, or a bit of Confcrve or Bisket, which for that purpofe was 
allowed us in great abundance. This feemed tomee foftrange, ( whereas t he meat 
fcemed as fat and hearty, excepting the Beefe, as ours in Europe ) that I for fome fa- 
tisfa&ion prefently bad recourfe to aDoftorof Phyfick; who cleared my doubt with 
this anfwer, That though the meat we fed on was as faire to looke on, as in Spain- 
yet the fiibftance and nourilhment in it came farre ftiortof it, by reafon ofthepafture, 
which is dryer and hath not thechangeof fprings which the paftures of Europe have, 
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but is (hort and withers foone away. But fecondly, hee told mee that the Climate of 
thole parts had this effect, to produce a faire (hew, but little matter or fubftance. As 
in the flefh wee fed on ; fo fikewife in all the fruits there,which are moll faire and beau * 
tifull to behold, ffloft fweet and lufcioustotafte, but little inward virtue or nourilh- 
ment at all in them, not halfe that is in Spanijh Camuefa , or Englilh Kentifb Pippin 
And as in Meat, and fruitthere isthisinward and hidden deceit, fo likewife the fame 
is to bee found in the people that are borne and bred there, who make faire outward 
fhewes,but are inwardly falfe and hollow hearted. Which I have heard reported much 
among the Spaniards to have beene the anfwerof our Queene Elizabeth ot England to 
fome that prefented unto her of the fruits of America hat furely where thofe fruits grew 
the women were light,and all the people hollow and falfe hearted.Buc further reafons I 
omit to fearch into for chisjofexperience onely I write,which taught me that little fub- 
ftance & virtue is in the great abundance and variety of food which there isenjoyed,our 
ftomackes witneffing this truth,which ever and anon weregaping and crying,Feed,feed. 
Our Conferves therefore and dainties were plentifully allowed us ; and all other in' 
couragemeuts and no occafton denied Us of going to vific Mexico , ( which was not 
two full miles from us) all the while wee abode there. Itwas aplealant walke for us 
to gee out in the morning,and to fpend all the day in the City and come home at night- 
our way lying by Arches madeot (tone* three miles long tp convey the water front 
ChapuJtepec unto the City. Take thercfore,gentle Reader, from mee what for the fpace 
of five monethsl could learne concerning it in former and prefent times. The fitua- 
tion of this City is much like that of Venice - but onely differs in this, that Venice is 
built upon the Sea-water, and Mexico upon a lake, which feeming one, indeed is two- 
one part whereof is Handing water ; the other ebbeth and floweth according to the wind 
that bloweth. That part which ftandeth, is wholefome,good,and fweet, and veeld- 
ech (tore of fmall fifli. That part which ebbeth and flowed, is of faltifb bitutr and pe- 
ftiferous water,ycelding no kind offifh, fmall or great. The fweet water lhndetft 
higher then the other, and falleth into it, and reverteth not backward, as fome conceive 
it doth. The fait Lake containeth fifteen miles in breadth, and fifteen in length, and 
more then five and forty in Circuite ; and the Lake of fweet water containeth even as 
much; in fuch fort that the whole Lake containeth much abouta hundred miles. The 
Spaniards are divided in opinions concerning this water and the fprings of it- fome 
hold that all this water hath but one fpring out of a great and high Mountaine which 
ftandeth Southweft within fight of Mexico^ and that thecaufe that the one part of the 
Lake is brackilh orfaltilh, is thatthe bottome or ground is all fait; But however this 
opinion bee true or falfe, certainc it is and by experience I can witnefle that of that part 
of the fait water great quantity of Salt isdayly made, and is part of the great Trading 
of that City into other parts of the Countrey,nay itisfentpartofictoth ePhilippina 
Iflands. Others fay that this Lake hath two fprings, and that thefrefti water fpringeth 
out of that Mountaine which ftaijdeth Southweft from Mexico, and the fait brakifh 
water fpringeth out of other high Mountains which (land more North weft- But 
thefe give no reafon for the falcnefle of it, without it bee the agitation of it in the eb¬ 
bing and flowing; which not being with tides like the Sea, but with the winds one¬ 
ly (which indeed makeitasftormyfometimesasisthc Sea ) why may not the winds 
produce the fame effeftinthe frelh water Lake? I think rather, if ft fpring from a 
different fpring from that from whence fpringeth the frelh water, the brackifhnefTe 
and faltifhnefle ot it may proceed from fome brackilh and fulphurous minerals through 
which it pafTeth in thofe Mountaines. For by experience I know the like in the Pro¬ 
vince of Guatemala , whereby aTowne called Amatitan , there is a (landing Lake of 
water not alrogetherfweet and frefh,but a little brackifti,which certainly hath its fprin® 
from a fiery Mountaine called diere a T«/ca»,(whofe burning proceeds from the Mines 
of brimllone that are within it) from whence fpring neere the fameTowne likewife 
two or three fprings of exceeding hot water, which are reforted to for wholefome 
bathes, as coming through a fulphurous mine, and yet the (landing Lake proceeding 
from the fame Mountaine is of that quality that maketh it the ground about it falt,and 
and efpecially in the mornings the people go to gather up the fait which lyech upon the 
ground by the water fide like unto a hoary froft. But thirdly,others concieve that that 
part of the Lake of Mexico which islaltifti and brackilh comes through the earth from 
the North Sea ; and though (prings of water which come from the Sea lofe their 
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brackifhnefle through the eai th, yet this may keepe fome brackiftineffe by reafon of 
the minerals, which are many in thofe parts; or by reafon of the great, wide and o- 
pen concavities of thofe mountaines, which being very hollow within (as wee find by 
experience of the Earthquakes which are more frequent there then hereby reafon of 
the wind that getteth into thofe concavities, and fo fhake the earth to get out) given© 
way to the water to fweeten through the earth, or to lofeall that falcneffe which ic 
brought withit from the Sea. But whatfoever the true reafon bee, there is not the like 
Lake knowne of fweet and faltilh water,one part breeding fifh,the other breeding none 
at all. This Lake had formerly fome fourefcore Townes,fome fay more, fituated round 
about it; many of them containing five thoufand houfholds, and fome ten thoufand, 
yeaand Ttzcuco (asl havefaidbefore^) wasasbiggeas Mexico. Eut when I was there, 
there mighc bee thirty Townes and Villagesabout it, and fcarce any of above five hun¬ 
dred houfholdes between Spaniard! and Indians • fuch hath beene the hard ufage of 
the Spaniards towards them, thatthey have even almoft confumed that poore Nation. 
Nay two yeers before I came from thofe parts,which were the yeersof 1635.and 1636. 
I was credibly informed that a million of Indians lifes had been loft in anindeavonr 
of the Spaniards to turne the water of the Lake another way from the City .which was 
performed by cutting away through the Mountaines, forto avoid the great inundati¬ 
ons that Mexico was fobjft unto,and efpecially forthat the yeerltf^.the waters grew 
fo high that they threatned deftru&ion to all the City,ruinating a great part, and com¬ 
ing into the Churches that flood in thehigheftpartof it, info much thar the people 
ufed commonly boats and Canoas from houie to houfe. And moft of the Indians that 
lived about the Lake were imployedto ftrive againfl this ftrong Element of water, 
which hath been the undoing of many poore wretches, but efpecially of thele thirty 
Towns and Villages that bordered near upon the Lake jwhich now by that great work 
is further from the houfes of the City;and hath a pafiage made another way, though ic 
was thought it would not longcontinue 3 but would find againe its old courfe towards 
Mexico. ThisCity when Cortez firft entred into it,(wasas fome fay)of fixty, but more 
probably it is reported to have beene of fourefcore thoufand houfes. (Montezuma his 
palace was very great,large and beautiful!, which in the Indian language was named Te~ 
fac • and that had twenty doores or gates, which had their out coming into the com¬ 
mon flreets. It had threeCourts ; and in theone flood afaireFountaine^many hals, 
and a hundred chambers of three and twenty, and thirty foot long, an hundred 
bathes, and hot houfes - and all this without nailes, yet very good u orkmanfhip. 
The walls were made of Mafons worke, and wrought of Marble, Iafpe, and other 
black ftone, withveincsofred, like unto Rubies and other flones which gliftered very 
faire; the roofs were wrought of timber, and curioufly carved , being of Cedar, Cy¬ 
pres, and Pine tree; the Chambers were painted and hung with cloth of Cotton, and 
of Coneys haire and feathers. The beds onely were unfeeming this great date, very 
poore and of no value, fuch as to this day the beftand richeft Indians ufe ; for they 
weare nothing but mantles laid upon mattes,or upon hey, or elfe mattes alone. Wiih- 
in this Palace lived a thoufand women, nay fome affirme three thoufand reckoning 
gentlewomen, fervants and flaves, all together 5 But the moft were principal! Indians 
daughters; of whom Montezuma tooke for himfelfe thofe that liked him beft,and the 
others heegave in marriage to gentlemen his fervants. It is credibly reported among 
the Spaniards that hee had at one time a hundred and fifty women his wives with 
chfld, who commonly tooke medicines to caft their creatures, becaufe they knew that 
they ftould not inherit the State 5 and theft had many old women to guard them/or 
no man was permitted to looke upon them. Befides this 2>c, which fignifieth, 
Palac ^Montezuma had yet in Mexico another houfe with very curious lodgings and fair 
Galleries, built upon pillars of Iafpe, which looked towards a goodly Garden, in 
the which there were at leaf* a dozen Ponds, fome of fait Water for Sea fowles, and o- 
Lake fowles 3 which Pond, were deviled 
? 7 pty and to fin atpleafure for the cleannefTe of the Fowks feathers- 

and the ‘e Fowles are laid to have beene fo many in number, that the Ponds could 
fcarcely hold them, and offuch feverall forts,and of fuch ftrange and various coloured 
feathers, that the moft of them the Spaniards knew not, nor had at any time feen the 
K;. T h r eie did belong to that houfe above three hundred perfons of fervice , who 
had their feverall charge concerning thefe Fowles, fome had care to deanfe the Ponds* 
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others were appointed to fifh for brothers ferved them with meat;and to every kind of 
fowle they gave fuch bait as they were wont to feed of in the fields or rivers• others did 
£rim their feathers.others had care to look to their egsjothers to fet them abroodjSt the 
principalleft office was to pluck the feathers; for of them were made rich mantles, tapi- 
wry,targets,^ tuffes offeathers, and many other things wrought with gold and lilver. 

Befidesthis houfe, Montezuma had yet another houfe within Mexico, appointed 
only for hawking fowles, andfowlesof rapine. In which houfe there were many 
high Halls, wherein were kept men, women, and children, fuch as were dwarfes, 
crook backs or any monlirous perfons, aad with them fuch as were born white 
of colour, which did very feldome happen; nay fome would deform their chil¬ 
dren on purpofe to have them carried to the Kings houfe,to helpeto fet forth his great- 
neffc by their deformity. In the lower Halls of this houfe there were Cages for fowls 
of rapine of all forts, as Hawkes, Kites, Boytersf which are very many in thofe 
parts} and of the Hawkes neer adozenfundry kindsof them. This houfe had for dai¬ 
ly allowance five hundred Turkey cocks, and three hundred men of fervice, befides the 
Falconers and Hunters, which fome fay were above a thoufand men.The Hunters were 
maintained in that houfe, becaufeof the ravenous beads which were alfo kept in the 
lower Halls in great cages made of timber, wherein were kept in fome Lions,in other 
Tygres, in other Ownzes, in other Wolves 5 in conclufion, there was no four-footed 
bead that wanted there, only to the effeft , that the mighty Montezuma might fay that 
he had fuch things in his houfe* and all were feddaily with Turkey cocks, Deare, 
Dogges, andfuchlike. TlurewcrealfoinanotherHall great earthen veflels, fome 
ivith earth, andfome with water, wherein wereSnakes, as groffe as a mans thigh. 
Vipers, Crocodiles which they call Cajmanet, of twenty foot long with feales and 
head like a Dragon; befides many other fmaller Lifortsand other venemous beads and 
Serpents, as well of thewater as of the land. To thefe Snakes and the other vene¬ 
mous beads they ufually gave the blood of men facrificed to feed them. Others fay 
they gave unto them mans flefh, which the great- Lifarts,or Caimana eat very well.But 
what was wonderfull to behold, horrid to fee, hideous to heare in this houfe, was 
the Officers day ly occupations about thefe beads, the floor with blood like a gelly, 
fiitfkinglike a flaughter-houfe, and the roaring of the lions, the fearfull hilling of the 
Snakes and Adders, the dolefuil howling and barking of the Wolves, theforrowfull 
yelling of the Ownzes and Tigres, when they would have meat. And ytt in this place, 
which inthe nightfeafon feemed a dangeon of Hell, and a dwelling place of the De- 
vill,could a heathen Prince pray unto his Gods and idols; for neer to this Hall was a- 
notherof a hundred’and fifty foot long and thirty foot broad, where was a chappell 
with theroofeof filver and gold in leafe wainfeotted and decked with great ftore of 
pearl and ftone, as Agats , Cornerines, Emeralds, Rubies, and diver6 other fort*; 
and this was the Oratory where Mentczuma prayed in the night feafon, and in that 
chappell the Devill did appear unto him , and gave him anfwer according to his pray¬ 
ers, which as they were uttered among fo many ugly and deformed beafts,and with the 
noiieof them which reprefented Hell it felfe, were fitted for a Devils anfwer. He had 
alfo his Armoury, wherein was great ftore of all kind of fuch Ammunition which 
they ufed in their wars, as Bowes, Arrowes, Slings, Launces, Darts, Clubs, 
Swords and bucklers, and gallant Targets more trimme then ftrong, and all made 
of wood, gilt or covered with leath.er.The wood whereof they made their Armour 
and Targets was very hard and ftrong; and at their arrowes ends they inclofed alittle 
peeceof flint-ftone, orapeeceofa fiffi-bonecalled Libifa, which was fo venemous, 
that if any were hurt with it, and the head remained in the wound, it fo feftered that 
it was almoft incurable. Their Swords were of. wood,, and the edge thereof was 
flint-ftone, inclofed or joyned into a ftaffe; and with thefefwords they cutfpeares, yea 
and a Horfes neck at a blow, and could makedents into iron, which feemeth a thing 
unpoftible and incredible.Thefe flints were joyned into the ftaffes with a certain kind 
of glew,which was made of a root called Z<«ro/f,and TeuxaUi , which is a kind of ftrong 
fend, whereof they made a mixture, and after kneaded it with blood of Battes, or 
Reare-mice and other fowle, which did glew fo ftrong, thatitfearce ever uncleaved 
again ; and of thzCe Montezuma had in his houfe of Armour great ftore. But befides 
thefe houfes it is wonderfull to relate, yet many others which that great heathen Em- 
perour had for his only recreation and paftitne, with excellent fair gardens of medici- 
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nail herbs, fwectfioKers, and trees of deleftable favour. Bucof one garden more e- 
fpecially it isfaid , that in it there were a thoufand perfonages made, and wrought ar¬ 
tificially of' leaves and flowers. And Momezuma would not permit t hat in this gar¬ 
den Ihould be any kind of Pot-herbs, or things to be foId,(aying that it did not apper¬ 
tain to Kings to have things of profit among their delights and pleafures, for that 
filch did apperraine to Merchants. Yet out ot Mexico he had Orchards with many 
and fundiy h u’ts; and likewife pleafant houfes in woods and forrefts, of great com- 
pafie, environed with water, in the which he had fountaincs, rivers, ponds with fifb, 
rockes and coverts where were Harts, Bucks, Hares, Foxes, Wolves and fu:h like, 

whither he himfelfe feldome went; but the Lords of Mexico ufed to goe to fporc 
themfelves in them. Such and fo many were the houfes of Montezuma, wherein few 
Kings wereequall with him. Hehaddayly attending upon him in his privy guard 
fix hundred noblemen and gentlemen , and each of them three or foure fervants, and 
fome had twenty fervants or more according to their eftate; and the moll credible re¬ 
port goes, that in this manner he had three thoufand men attendants in his Court, all 
which were fed in his houfe of the meat that came from his table. There were in thofe 
times under the Mexicali empire three thoufand Lords of Townes, who had many vaf- 
fahj but more efpecially there were thirty of high ellate, who were able to make each 
of them a hundred thoufand men of warre. And all thefe noble men did abide in 
Mtxico, certaine time oftheyeare in the Court of Montezuma, and could not depart 
from thence without efpeciall licence of theEmpcrour, leaving each of them a fonne 
or brother behind them for fecuricy of rebellion* and for this caufe they had general¬ 
ly houfes in the City ; luch and fo great was the Court of MonteZMma. Moreover he 
fpem nothing in the buildings of all thefe his houfes,for he had certaine Townes that 
payed no other tribute, but only to work and repair continually his houfes at their 
own proper coft, and payed all kind of workemen, carrying upon their backes, or 
drawning in fleds ftonc, lyme, timber, water, and all other neceflaries for the 
worke. Likewile they were bound to provide all the wood that fhould befpent in the 
Court, which was five hundred mens burthens,and feme dates in the winter much 
more. But efpecially for the Empcrours chimneys they brought thebarkeofOke trees, 
•which was efleemed for the light. Thus was that great City formerly illu lira ted with 
a mighty Monarch, his houfes, and attendants. There were then alfo in Mexico three 
forts of ftreetg, very broad and faire-, the one fort was only of water, with many 
bridges, another fort of only earth, and the third of earth and water, the one half 
being firtne ground to walke upon, and the other halfe for boats to bring provifion to 
the City* themoflpartof the houfes had two doores, the one toward the Cawley, 
and the other toward the water, at the which they tookeboat to goe whither they lift. 
But this water ( though foneer to the houfes) being not good to drinke , there is 
other water frefh and fweet brought by conduit to Mexico, from a place called CbapuU 
tepee three miles dillant from the City,whichfpririgeth out of alittlehill, at the foot 
whereof flood formerly two ftatucs, or images wrought in ftone, with their Targets 
andLaunc.es, theoneof Montezuma, the other of Axaiaca his father. The water is 
brought from thence to this day in two pipes built upon Arches of brick and ftone like 
a fair bridge 5 and when the one pipe is foule, then all the water is conveyed into the 
other, till the firft be made eleane. From this fountaine all the whole City is provi¬ 
ded, and the Water-men go felling the fame water from ftreet to ftreet, fome in little 
hoatSjOthers with earthen Tankards upon Mules orAfles backs. Thechiefe.and prin- 
Cipalidivifion ot this City when the Spaniards firft conquered it, was into two ftreets, 
the one was called TUtAulco , that is to fay,a little Ifland, and the Other Mexico, where 
Montezuma his dwelling and Court was, fignifying in the languages fpring. Andbe^ 
caufeofthe Kings palace there, the whole City was named Mexico. Buttheold and 
firft name of the City according to fome Hiftories was Tenuchtitlan , which fignifieth 
fruit out of a ftone,being a compounded name of Ter/,which in the language is ftone, 
and Nucbtli, which is a fweet fruit called generally in Cuba, and all' ether parts of A- 
meri ca by the Spaniards, Tunas, the name of the tree whereon this fruit giowcth is 
called Nopal. And when this City begunne to be founded it was placed neer unto a 
great ftone that flood in the midft of the lake, at the foot whereof giew one of thefe 
Nopal trees; which is the reafon why Mexico giveth for armes and device the foot of a 
Nopal tree fpringing from a ftone according to the firft name of the City TtxttMitan. 

But 
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Eutothers do affirme that this Gity hath the name of the firft founder of it, called Te- 
nucb, the fecond fonncof Iztacmixc«atl i 'whoCe fonnes and dependents did firft inhabit 
all that part of America, which is now called flew Spain. Mexico is as much as to fay 
a fpring or fountain, according to the property of the vowell or fpeeth, from whence 
fome judge that City to be fonamed.Buc others doe affirme that Mexico hath its naffte 
from a more anpent time, whofe firft founders were called Mexifi, for unto this day 
^ the Indian dwellers in one ftreet of this City are called of Mexico. And that theft Mex- 
iti tooke name Of their priacipail idol called Mexitli ) who was in as great veneration as 
VitzilopuchiU y God of the warre. But others affirme ( and this opinion is mo ft re¬ 
ceived among the Spaniards ) that the Mexicans firft were the inhabitants of nova Cralici - 
a-, from whence they made a violent irruption Anno Domini 720. and lingered in divers 
places till the yeare 902. when under theleading of Mexz their chiefe Captaine they 
built this City, and called it after the name of their Generali. They were in all ft- 
ven Tribes, which ruled long in an Ariftocraticall ftate ; till the molt puifTant of the 
Tribes called Navatalcat, eletteda King to whom they fubmitted themfdves. The 
firft King that was thus elefted, was called Fitzsldvitli■ the fecond, Acamopitzli ; the 
third, Cbimalpapoca • the fourth, Izchoalt ; the fifth, (.Montezuma the firft; the fiXth, 
Acacis • thefeventh, Akaiaea 5 the eighth, Antzlol i the ninth, Montezuma the fe¬ 
cond, who reigned when Cortez came firft ■, the tenth, was ghtahutimoc, w ho loft Mex¬ 
ico, and in whom ended that Indian Empire. The molt fortunate of theft Kings was 
Izchoalt, who by his coufin T lacatUec , lubdued the other fixTribes,and brought them 
under the Mexican Kings. And after the death of Izchoalt, Tldcaclltc Was by the firft 
eleftours ( which were fix in number) chofen King, as a man of whole vertue they 
had formerly made tryall. But he very nobly refuted it, faying that it was more con¬ 
venient for the Common-wealth that another fliould be King, and that he fhoufd ex¬ 
ecute that which was otherwife more fit for the neceftity of the State, then to lay the 
whole burthen upon his back ; and that without being King, hewould not leave to 
labour for the publike as well as if he were King. Upon this generous refofalJ they 
made choice of Montezuma the firft. The moft unhappy Kings of that natiort ( at 
whole birth could not but be fome dyfaftrous afpeft of the Planets ) were the two laft 
Montezuma the fecond, and Qttabutimoc, who Were both v^nquifhed by F erdinande Cor - 
tez, who tooke Montezuma prifoner out of his owne palace, and with fair words and 
language carried him to his lodging in Mexico ; ,and kept him there, knocking a pairs 
of gyves on his legges, untill the execution of ghpalpopoca Lord of Nabutlan , now 
called Almeria ( who was to be burnt for killing nine Spaniards ) was paft. But this' 
imprifonment of their Emperour ftirred up the hearts of all the Mexicans to confpire 
againft Cortez and the Spaniards, againft whom they fought a moft fierce and bloody 
battaile two or three dries together, crying out for their Emperour, and threatning 
them with the cruelleft death that ever man fuffered. W hereupon Cortez defired Mon¬ 
tezuma to goe up into the Sotie of his houft which they were battering with ftonee,and 
to command his fubje&s to ceafe from their heat and fury$ who at Cortez his requeft 
went up and leaned over the wall to talkewith them, and beginning to fpeake unto 
them, they threw fo many (tones out of the ftreet, houfts, and windows, that one 
happened to hit Montezuma on the temples of his head, with which blow he fell down 
dead to the ground ; and this was his end, even at the bands of his owne fubje&s and 
vaftals againft their wills, in the City of his greateft glory, and in the power and cu- 
ftodyof a forain and ftrange nation. The Indians affirm that he was of the greateft 
blood of all his linage, and the greateft King in eftate that ever was in Mexico. And 
from hence it may very well be noted, that when Kingdomes doe moft flourifti, then 
are they nigheft to a change, or els to change their Lord, as doth appeare in this Hifto- 
ryof Montezuma, whofe great glory and majefty prefaged the downfall of that City 
and people 5 who though after the death of Montezuma they made Quabutimoc their 
Emperour, and perfiftingin their furious battery againft Cortez his palace, caufed him 
and all his Spaniards to flie out of Mexico-, yet having ftrengthened themfelves againe 
in TlaxcaUan ; and prepared fixteen,or as others fay,eighteen Vergantines for the lake, 
they foone after befieged Mexico fo by water and land, that the Citizens were in great 
nccelity , andfo many dead with hunger and ficknefle, that there were heapes of 
dead bodies i n the houfes, only to keep clofe their exrreme mifery 5 who would not 
yeeld even when they faw their King gstahutimoc his fair houfes burned-and the greateft 
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part of their City confumed with fire and beaten downe plaine with the ground, fo 
long as they could in joy any one fireet. Tower, or Temple to defend themfelves and 
oppofe the Spaniards ; who after many fierce and bloody fights by land and with 
their boates by water having wonne the chiet Market placeand moft of the City , as 
they went walking in the ftreets found heapesof dead bodies in thchoufes, ftreets, 
and in the water, and the very barkes of trees and roots gnawne by the hungry crea¬ 
tures, and the men fo leane and yellow that it was a pitifull fight to behold. 
And with this Cortez, yet required them to yeeld; but they although they were .fo 
leane of body were ftrong in heart, and anfwered thathee {hould not (peak ofany 
frieadfhip to them , nor yet hope of their fpoile, for when no fortune would fa¬ 
vour them, then they would eitherburne their treafure, or throw it into the Lake, 
where they (hould never profit thereby , and that they would fight while one alone 
(hould remain alive. 

Cortez defirousto feewhat remained of the City to win, went upintoa high Tow¬ 
er, and having well viewed the City, hee judged that of eight parts one remained 
yet to win. And aflaulting the fame, the forrowfull Citizens bewailing their unfor¬ 
tunate fate and deftiny, befeeching the Spaniards to make an end, and to kill them all 
ouc of hand; others handing at the brim of the water neereunto a draw-bridge cri¬ 
ed out, Oh Captain Cortez, (eeing that thou art the Child of the Sun, why doff thou 
nocintreatthe Sun thy Father tomakean end of us? Oh thou Sun that canft goe 
roundabout the World in a day and a night, wee pray thee make an end of us and 
take ns out of this miferable life,for We defire death to goe and reft without God greet- 
cavatlh who tarrieth for us. Cortez feeing the great extremity that thefe poor wretched 
people were in, think ng now that they would yeeld unto him , fer,t a meflage to 
guahutimoc, defiring him to confidcr his Subjtfb great extremity,which yet might be 
greater if hee y eelded not to Peace. But when the ftubborn King heard this ambafiage, 
hee was fo moved with ire and choler, that forthwith hee commanded Cortez his 
Ambafladour to bee facrificed, and gave the reft of the Spaniards that went with him 
for anfwer blowes with done*, ftavesand Arrowes, faying that they defired death 
and no Peace. Whereupon Cortez feeing the King fo ftubborn and refraftory after Co 
much (laughter and mifery of hi* fubje&s, after fo many Combatesand skirmifhes 
made with the lode ofalmoft all the City, (ent forthwith Sandoval with his Vergan- 
tine* oneway, and went himfelf another combating thchoufes and forts that yet 
remained, where hee found (mall refiftance, fo that hee might doe what hee pleafed. 
One would have thought there had not been five thou/and left in all the City feeing 
the heapes of dead bodies that lay about the ftreets and in the hou(es,and yet (uch was 
thislaftcombate, that there were that day (lain and taken prifoners forty thoufand per- 
fons.The lamentable cry and mourning of the women and children,would have made a 
ftrong heart relent, the flench alfo of the dead bodies was wonderful! noyfbme. That 
nightCorfe* purpofed to make anend the next day of the Warns; and gnahuumoc 
pretended to die, and for that purpofe had enbarked himfelf in a Canca of twenty 
Oares. When the day appeared, Cortez With his men, and foure Peeces of Oidnance 
came to the corner where thofe that yet remained were (hut upas Cattel in a Pound. 
Heegave order to Sandoval and Alvarado what they (hould doe,-which wastoberea- 
dy with their Vergantines, and to watch the coming out ofthe Canoa\ whichwere 
hidden betwixt certaine houfes, and efpetially to have regard unto the Kings perfon, 
and not to hurt him, but to take him alive. Hee commanded the refidue of his men 
to force the Mexican boates togoe out, and hee himfelfe went up into aToWer, in¬ 
quiring for the King, where hee found Xibuacoa, Governourand Captaine Generali 
of the City,' who would in no wife yeeld himfelf. Then came out of theCity a great 
multitude of old folkes, men, women and children to take boat. The throng was 
fo greac with haft to enter the Canoa*s 3 that many by that meanes were drowned in 
the Lake. Cortez required his men not to kill thofe miferable creatures; Eut yet hee 
could not ftay the Indians his friends of Tlaxcallan , and other places, who flew and 
facrificed above fifteen thoufand. The men ofWarreflood in the houietoppes, and 
Zoties beholding their perdition. All the Nobility o>{ Mexico were erBarked with ih,e 
King. Then Cortez gavefignewith the (hot of ahand-Gunne, that his Captaines 
(hould bee in a readinefte, fo that in (hort fpace they wan fully and wholly the 
great City of Mexico. The Vergantines like wile brake in among the Fleet of boates 
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without any refiftance, aad prefently beat down guahutimoc his Royall Standard. Gar¬ 
da Holguin who was aCaptaineof one of the Vergantines, efpied a great Cano* of 
twenty Oaresdeep laden with men, who (being by one of his prifoners informed 
that the King was in it') gavechaftto it and prefently overtOoke it. When Quahuti- 
moc } who Hood upon the Puppe of his Canoa ready to fight, faw the Spaniards Grofl'e- 
bowesbentto {hoot, and many drawnefwordsagainft him, heeyeelded feimfelfe,de- 
claring that hee Was King. Garcia Holguin beinga glad man of fuch a prifoner tooke 
him and carried him unto Cortez , who received him very refipeftfully. Eut when 
Quahutimoc came neer unto him, hee laid his hand upon Cortes; his dagger, faying, I 
have done all my belt and poflible endeavour to defend my felf and my Vaflals accor¬ 
ding to my duty, hoping not to have come to this eftate and place where now I ftand; 
and confidering that you may doe with mee what you pleaft , I beftech you to kill 
mee, and that is my onely requeft. Cortez comforted him with fairc words , giving 
him hope of life 5 and tooke him up into a Znie, requiring him to command his 
Sub]efts that yet held out, to yeeld and render themfelves. Which Quabutimoc pre- 
fently performed ; and at that time after fo many Prifoners taken, and fo many thou¬ 
fand s ilain and ftarved, there were about threefcore and ten thoufand perfons, who 
feeing their Prince a Prifoner, threw down their weapons and fubmitced themfelves. 
Thus did Hernando Cortez winne the famous and (lately City of Mexico , on the 13. 
day of August, Anno Dont. 1521. In remembrance whereof every yeere on that day 
they make in Mexico a fumptuous feaft and folemne proceflion, wherein is carried 
the Standard Royall, with the which the City was wonne. In thelofle of it was 
as much to bee obferved as Antiquity can produce of any Viftory ; wherein was one 
Emperour the greateftthat ever was in thofe parts (lain • and another as great a War¬ 
ner as ever America had knowne, taken Prifoner. The Siege endured from the time 
the Vergantines came from Tlaxcallan three moneths, and therein were on Cortez his 
fide neer 200OO0 Indians jn\\o dayly increaftd and came in to help him,900 Spaniard]} 
fourefcore horfes onely, ftventeenor eighteen Peeces of Ordnance; fixteen or as fome 
fay eighteen Vergantines, and at leaf! 6000 Canoa’s. In this Siege were (lain fifty 
Spaniards onely and fix horfes, and not above eight thoufand of the Indians Cortez his 
friends. And on the Mexicans fide were flaine at lead a hundred and twenty thou¬ 
fand Indians , befides thole that died with hunger and Peftilence. At the defence of 
the City were all the Nobility, by reafon whereof many of them were flaine. 
The multitude of people in the City was fo great, that they were conftrained to eat 
little, to drink fait water, and tofleep among the dead bodies, where was a horri¬ 
ble flench; and for theft caufts thedileafe of Peftilence fell among them, and there¬ 
of died an infinite number. Whereupon is to bee confidered their valour, and fted- 
faft determination} for although they were afflifted with fuch hunger that they were 
driven to eatboughes, rindesof trees, and to drink fait water, yet would they not 
yeeld themfelves. And here alfo is to be noted that although the Mexicans did eat mans 
flefh, yet they did eat none but fuch as were their enemies i forbad they eaten one 
another and their owne children, there would notfo many have died with hunger. 
The Mexican women were highly commended, not onely becaufe they abode with 
their husbands and fathers, but alfo for the great paines they tooke with the fick and 
wounded perfons* yea and alfo they laboured in making flings, cutting (tones fit 
for the fame, and throwing (tones from the Zoties- for therein they did as much hurt 
as their men. The City was yeelded to the fpoile, and the Spaniards tooke the 
gold, plate and feathers, the Indian friends had all the reft of cloth and other ftuffe. 
Thus was that famous City ruinated, and burnt by the Spaniards , and the power of 
that Nation brought under the Spanijh fubjeftion. Cortez having found the aire of 
that City very temperate andpleafant for mans life, and theficuation commodiou*, 
thought prefently of rebuilding it,and of making it the chief Seat of Jultice and Court 
for all that Country. But before I come to fpeakeofitasrebuilded and now flourifh* 
ing, Imuftadde unto what hath been faid of Montezuma his former ftate aud houfes 
in it, the greatneffe of the Market place and Temple, which was in it, when the Spani¬ 
ards ruined and deftroyedit. The conveniency of the Lake about this City gave en¬ 
couragement to the Mexicans to ftt apart a mod fpacious Market place, whither all 
the Country about might refort to buy, exchange and fell; which was the more ea- 
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fique Id this great lake there were at that time above two hundred thoufand ofthefe lit¬ 
tle boats, which the Indians call AcaBes, and the Spaniards call them Conod's, wrought 
like a kneading trough, fome bigger then others according to the greatneffe of the 
body of the tree,whereof they are made. And where I number two hundred thoufand of 
thefe boats, I fpeak of the lead, for Mexico alone had above fifty thoufand ordinarily 
tocarryand bring unto the City viftuall, provifion, andpaffengers, fo that on the 
market-daies all the ftreets of water were full of them. The Market is called in the 
Indian tongue 1 lanqttiztli ; every parifh had his Market place to buy and fell in; but 
Mexico and Tlateluico only,which are the chiefeftCities,had great Fayres and places fic 
for the fame ; and efpecially Mexico h.d one place, where molt dayes in the yeer was 
buying and felling ; but every fourth day was the great Market ordinarily. This place 
Was wide and large compafled about with dores,and Was fo great that a hundred thou¬ 
fand perfons came thither to chop and change,as a City molt principall in all that regi- 
on.Every occupation and kind of merchandize had his proper place appointed, which 
no other might by any mean* occupie or difturb. Likewife pefterous wares had their 
place accordingly, filch as (lone, timber, lyme, brickeand all fuch kind of ftuffe 
Unwrought, being necefiary to build withall. Alfb mattes both fine and courte, of 
fundry workmanflhip; alfo coales, wood, and all forts of earthen veflells, gla2ed and 
painted very curioufly. Deere skinnes both raw and tanned in hair and without hair, 
of many colours, for Shoemakers, for bucklers, Targets, Jerkins, and lining of 
woedden corflets. alfo skinnes of other beads, and fowle in feather? ready drefled of 
all forts. The colours and ftrangenefle thereof was a thing to behold. The richeft 
merchandize was fait, and mantles of Cotton Wool of divers colours,both great and 
fmall; fomeforbeds, other for garments and clothing, other for Tapilfry to hang 
houfes 5 other Cotton-cloth was wont to be fold there for Iinnen drawers ( which to 
thisday the ufe ) for (hirts, tablecloths, towels, and fuch like things.There 

were alfo mantles made of the leaves of a tree called M«/, and of the Palme-tree and 
Conie-hair, which were well efteemed, being very warme, but the coverlets made of 
feathers were the beft. They fold- thred there made of Conie-haire, and alfo skainrf 
of other thred of all-cbleurs. But the great (lore of poultrey which was broflght to 
that Market was ftrange to fee, and the ufes they fold and bought them for; for al¬ 
though they did eat the flefti of the fowl, yet the feathers ferved for clothing j mixing 
one fort with another. But the chiefe bravery of that market was the place where gold 
and feathers joyntly wrought were (bid • for any thing that was in requeft , was there 
lively wrought in gold and feathers and gall ant colours. The Indians were fo expert 
and perfeft in this fcience, that they would work or make a butter-fiie,any wild beaft, 
trees, roles, flowers,hearbs,roots, or any other thing fo lively that it was a thing mar- 
velloustobehold.lt happened many times that one of thefeworkemenina whole day 
would eat nothing, only to place one feather in his due perfeftion , turning and tofc 
fing the feather to the light of the fonne,into the (hade or darke place to fee where was 
his mod naturall perfeftion, and till his workewere finiflaed he would neither eat nor 
drinke. There are few nations of fo much fleame or fobftance. The art, or fcience of 
Gold-fmiths among them was the molt curious, and Very good wotkmanfoip.engraven 
tvith tooles made of flint or in mould. They will cad a platter in mould with eight 
corners, and every corner of feverall metall, the one Of gold, and the other of filver, 
without any kind of folder. They will alfo found or cad a little cauldron with loofe 
handles hanging thereat, asweUletocaftabell; they will alfo cad in mould a fift of 
mctall, with one (calc of filveron his back, andanotherof gold; they will make a 
Parret or Popingay of inetall, that his tongue (hall (hake, and his head move, and his 
wings flutter; they willcadanApein mould, that both hands and feet (hall flirre, 
and hold a fpindle in his hand leeming to fpin, yea and an apple in his band as though 
he would eat it. They have skill alfo of AmeJl work and to let any pretious done. But 
now as touching the market, there was to fell gold, filver, Copper, Lead, Latten, and 
Tinne; although there was but very little of the three laft metals mentioned. There 
Were pearls, pretious Hones, divers and fundry forts of fbellts, and bones, Sponges, 
and Pedlers ware. There were alfo many kind of herbes, roots, and feeds, as well 
tobeeaten, as for medicine • forfcoth men, women and children had great knoW- 
ledgein herbs, for through poverty and nccrfilty they did feeke them for their fufte- 
nance and help of their infirmities and difcafes.Tfaey did fpend little among Pbyftians, 
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although there were fome of thatart, and many Apothecaries, whodid bring intd 
the market, oyntments, fyrups, waters, and other drugs fitfor fick perfons. They cure 
alldifealesalmoft with herbs ■ yea asmuchas for to kill lice they have a proper herb 
for the purpofe. The feverall kinds of meats to bee fold was without number,as Snakes 
without head and tail, little dogges gelt, Moules, Rats, Long-wormes, Lyce, 
yea and a kind of earth; for at one feal'on in the yeer they had Nets of Mayle , with 
the which they raked up a certaine dalt that is bi ed upon the water of the lake of Mexi¬ 
co, and that is kneaded togetherlike unto oas of the fea. They gathered much of 
this and kept it in heapes, and made thereof cakes like unto brick-bats. And they 
did not only fell this ware in the Market, but alfofent it abroad to other Fayres and 
markets afarreoff; and they did eat this meal with as good a ftomack as we eat cheeft; 
yea and they hold opinion, that this skummeor fatneffe of the water is thecaufe that 
fu:h great number of fowl comcth to the lake, which in the winter fcafon is infinite. 

They fold likewife in this market Venifon by quarters or w' ole, as Does, Hares, 

Conies , and Dogges, and many other hearts, which they brought up for the pur¬ 
pofe and tooke in hunting. The great ftore of fundry kinds ®f frui s was marvellous, 
which were there fold, both green and ripe. There is a fort as bigge as an Almond 
called Cacao (whereof is the drinke called Cboco’atte well known now in Ghriftendome) 
which is both meat and currant money. In thefe times of the bigger fort fixfcore or 
fevenfcoi'e, and of the letter fort two hundr ed are worth a Spanijh Riall, which is 
fixpence, and with thefe the Indians buy what they lift; for five, nay for two-Cacao’s 
which is a very fmall part of a Riall,they doe buy fruits and the like. There were di¬ 
vers kinds of colours to be fold, which they made of rofes, flowers, fruits, barks of 
tree* and other things very excellent. All the things recited, and many others which 
I fpeak not of, were fold in this greatmarket, and in every other Market of Mexi¬ 
co] and all thefellcrs payed a certain fumme for their (hops or (landings to the King, 
asa cuftome, and they were to be preferved and defended from theeves and robbers. 

And for that purpofe there went Serjeants or Officers up and down the market to efpie 
outmalefaftors. In the midft of this Market flood a houfe, which was to bee feen 
throughout the Fayr, andtheredid fit commonly twelve ancient men for Judges to 
difpatch law matters. Their buying and felling was to change one ware for another, 
one gave a hen for a bundle of Maiz, others gave mantles for fait or money which was 
Cacao. They had roeafure and flrike for all kind of corne, and other earthen meafures 
forhonyandoyle, and fuch wines as they made of Palme-trees, and other roots and 
trees. And if any meafurewerefalfified, they punifhed the offenders and brake their 
meafures. This was the civility they had when they were Heathens, for buying and 
felling. And although they knew not the true God, but worffiipped Idols; yet to 
their Idols and to the Divell they dedicated Temples and places of worffiip, where¬ 
in they ufed thoft facrifice which David (peaks of in the 106. P/ 37. fayi.ng, They facri- 
feed their femes, and their daughters unto Devills. 

The Temple is called in the CMtxiean language 7 eucalli, which is a compound word 
of TettH, which fignifieth God,.and CaUi, which fignifieth a houfe. There were ia * 

■/fftjcicomany parilh Churches with towers, wherein were Chappels and Altars where 
the Images and Idols did (land. All their Temples were of one faff ion; the like I be- 
leeve was never feen nor heard of. And therefore it (hall be now fufficient to cfefcribe 
thechiefeand greattft Temple, which was as their Cathedrall Church. This Tem¬ 
ple was fquare^ and did containc every way as much ground as a Croffe-bow can reach 
levell. it was made of ftone , with four dores that abutted upon the three Cawfeys, 
and upon another part of the City that had no Cawfey, but a fair ftreet. In the midtt 
of this Quadern flood a mount of earth and ftone fquare likewife, and fifty fadome 
long every way , built upward like unto a pyramide of J£gypt,famg that the top was 
not (harpe, but plain and flat, and ten fa&m fquare. Uponthe Welt fide were fteps 
up to the top, in number a hundred and fourteen, which being fo many, high and 
made of good ftone, did feemeabeautifull thing. It was a ftrange fight to behold the 
Preifts, fome going up, and fame downe with ceremonies, or with men to be facrifi- 
ced. Upon thetopof this Temple were two great Altars, a good fpace diftant the 
one from the other, and fo nigh theedge orbrimmeof theWall, that fearedy a man 
might go behind them at pleafure.The one Altar flood on the right band,and the other 
on the left 1 they were but of five foot high; each of them had the back part made of 
* F 2 ftone. 
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ftone, painted with monftrous and foul figures. The Chappell was fair and well 
Wrougntot Mafons work and timber; every Chappell had threeloftsoneaboveano- 
ther, fuftained upon pillars, and with the heighttpereof it Ihewed like unto a faire 
tower, and beautified the City afarreoflf. From thence a man might fee all the City 
and Towns round about the lake, which was undoubtedly a goodly profpeft. And 
becaufe Cortez and his company Ihould fee the beauty thereof, Montezuma himlelfefto 
make the more often tation of his greatnelTe and the Majefty of his Court) carried the 
firft Spaniards thither, and (hewed them all the order of the Temple,even from the foot 
to the top. There was acertain plot or fpace for the Idoll Preifts to celebrate their 
lervice without difturbance of any. Their generall prayers were made toward the 
riling of the fimne; upon each Altar ftood a great Idoll. 

Befides this tower which ftood upon the Pyramide, there were fourty towers great 
and fmall belonging to other little Temples which ftood in the fame circuitejthe which 
although they were of the fame making, yet their profpeft was not Weft-ward , bu; 
other waies, becaufe there (hould be a difference betwixt the great Temple and them. 
Some of thefe Temples were bigger then others, and every one of a feverail God - a- 
mong the which there was one round Temple dedicated to the God of the ayre called 
g/uccalcovatlfor even as the ayregoeth round about the heavens, even for that conlide- 
ration they made his Temple round. The entrance of that Temple had a dore made 
like unto the mouth of a Serpent, and was painted with foule and divellilh geftures 
with great teeth and gummes wrought, which was a fight to fear thofe that thould en¬ 
ter in thereat, and efpecially the Chriftians unto whom it reprefented hell it fclfe 
with that ugly face and tnonftrous teeth. There were other Teucallies in the City 
that had the amending up by fteps in three places; and all thefe Temples had houfes by 
themielves with all fervice belonging to them, and Preifts, and particular Gods. And 
from this manner ofthefe Heathens Temples, and Altars made with fteps, wee may 
cbferve how like unto them is now the Church of Rome , which as it confeffeth that 
there n , ev e rWa * a Church without a vifible facrifice, and therefore teacheth that 
Chrifts body muft be broken upon their Altars,and diftributed not only as a facrament 
to the people, but as a facrifice in the Preifts hands, differing only that the facrifices of 
Sheep and Oxen in the old law, and thefe of the Heathens were bloody facrifices but 
theirs of Chrifts body they call Incruentum Sacrificium, an unblood^ facrifice’- fo 
bu ' Idin g* ° f thc,r Churches with feverall Towers and Altars and Chap- 
pels dedicated to feverall Saints they feemto have taken from the very Heathens- but 
efpecially in the many fteps whereby they afeend up to their Altars,they referable thefe 
forgetting Gods words in Exod. 20. 26. faying. Neither /bait thou goeup by Heps unto 
mine Altar t that thy nabfdmffe be not difeovered thereon. And laftly in their houfes and 
cloifters joynmg to their Churches for the fervice of them, being full of idolatrous 
Preifts and Fryers confecraced for their fervice, they feem likewife to have borrowed 

farfylSSfl*w Hfd bb - ey ® 5 - and Pr !° r5eS fro ™ theveI 7 Heathens, who (as pre- 
r v p ft ) ■ h L ad ne f r l°y niR g to this great Temple, houfes containing thou- 
C?oifte f « Pf A 5 ’ y« r ly rents and revenue* , like thofe of Romes Abbeys, and 
Iniof ; do . r f of this great Temple of Mexico flood a large halhand^oodlv 

°he g C 8Sb0 | h , h § h a " d, °. w _ round about, which houfes were common Armories for 
?>rl ft y ’ . T ^. eH i? tbeDS itfeemshad fomuchunderftandingastoknow that the force 

They had other darke houfes full of Idols great and frrail, wrought of fundrv me- 
5*? ^b'ch were aH bathed and wafted with1>Iood 3 and did ftew vefyblacke through 
their day ly fprinkl.ng and anointing them with the fame, when any man wa S 
ced j yea and the walls were an inch thick with blood and the llu-u 

■or V tori* T ^w- t tfi7tat%hc°r ori 

ced" and^Tf T S °- bl* < jT? 1, l “ i ? ht ^ their hands in ^ blood of thofe to facrifi- 
ced, and might fpnnkle their houfe therewith. For their fervice in the Kite bin t\,L 
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with rofes and dowers for the Altars ; and this is alfo the Church of eultome 

and fuperftition, to trim and deck their Saints and Altars with Garlands and Crowns 
of Rofes and other flowers. Such, fo great and ftrange was this Temple o f Mexico s 
for the ferviceof thedevill, who had deceived thofc Ample Indians. There did refide 

I faid before of Monkes and Fryers in their Cloifters joyning to their ChurchesJ 
in this Temple and houfes joyning to it, continually five thoufand perfons, and all 
thefe were lodged and had their living there; for that Temple was marvellous rich, 
and had divers Townes onely for their maintenance, and reparation, and were bound 
to fnftaine the fame alwaies on foot. ThefeTownes didfowcorn, and maintain all 
thofe five thoufand perfons with bread, fruit,fle(h, fi(h,and firewood as much as they 
needed, for they fpent more firewood then was fpent in the Kings Court. Thefeper- 
fons did live like Romes Abby-lubbers at their hearts eafc,as fervants and vaflals unto 
the Gods, which were many ; and every God had feverall rankes and Orders of Preifts 
to ferve him; as the feverall Saints canonized by the Popes of Rome have under them 
diftinft Religions Orders of Preifts, Dominick hath Dominicans, Francis Franci- 
fcans, Benedift Benediftines, Bafil Bafilians,Bernard Bernardines,Auguftin Auguftines, 
and the like. 

The Gods of Mexico fas the Indians reported to the firft Spaniards ) were two 
thoufand in number; thechiefeft were Vitzilopucbtli^ and Tezcatliputa, whofe Ima* 
ges flood higheftin the Templeupon the Altars. They were made of ftone in full 
proportion as bigge as a Gyant.They were covered with a Iawne called Nacar-, they were 
befeewith pearles, pretiousftones, andpeecesof gold, Wrought like birds, beafts, 
fi(hes,and flowers,adorned with Emeralds, Turquics, Chalcedous, and other little fine 
ftones, fo that when the lawne was taken away, the Images feemed very beautifull and 
glorious to behold. But mufti find out RomefcW among thefe heathens? and will 
the Papilb bee angry if I tell them plainly that what I miflike in thefe Idolatrous Mexi¬ 
cans, I miflike in them ? for doe not they deck and adorne their Idol Saints, as the 
heathens did Vitzilopucbtli and Ttzcatlipuca > Doe not they cover their woodden and 
ftony ftatues of Saints, and ofthe Virgin Mary with fine Iawne fhirts, and hide 
them with curtaines of cloth of Gold, and crownethem with Crowns of Silver and 
Gold, and enrich them with coftly and pretioas Jewels and Diamonds; notconfider- 
ingtbat they are the worker of their owne hands? Ad^uidperditiobsec'i poterant tnim 
vemmdari , & danpauperibut . Thefe two Indian Idols had for a girdle great fiiakei 
of gold, and for collars or chaines about their necks ten hearts of men made of gold; 
and eachofthem had a counterfeit Viforwith eiesofglaffe, and in their necks Death 
painted. Thefe two Gods were brethren, for Tezcatlipuca was the God of Providence, 
and Vitzipolticktli , God of the Wanes; who was worlhipped and feared more then 
all the reft. There was another God, who had a great Image placed upon the top 
of the chappell of Idols, and hee was efteemed fora fpeciall and fingalarGod above 
all the reft. This God was made of all kind of feeds that grow in that Countrey, 
which being ground,they made a certain pafte tempered with childrens blood and Vir¬ 
gins facrificed,who were opened with rafors in their brefts,and their hearts taken our, 
to offer as firft fruits unto the Idoll. The Preifts confecrate this Idoll with great pompc 
and many Ceremonies. All the Comarcans and Citizens were prefent at the Confecra- 
tion with great triumph and incredible devotion. After the Confecratioii many de¬ 
vout perfons came nand flicked in the dowy Image pretious ftones, wedges of gold, 
and other Jewels. And after all this pompe ended, no fecular man might touch that 
holy Image; no nor yet come into his Chappel; nay fcarcely religious perfons, 
except they were Tlamacaztli , who were Preifts of Order. They did renew this 
Image many times with new dough, taking away the old. And then (likeagaine 
unto the Papiftsjwho think thcmfelves happy with their Saints reliques, though 
ragges or bones) bleffed was hee that coiilj get one peece ofthe old ragges,or a peecc 
of the old dough, for the which there was moftearneft fuites made by the Souldiers, 
who thought themfelves fure therewith in the Warres. Alfo at the Confecration of 
this Idoll, a certaine veflell of water was blefled with many words and ceremonies 
(peradventure from this heathenifh Cecemonie came the fuperftitious holy water to 
Roms') and that water was preferved very religioufly at the foot of the Altar s for to 
confecrate the King when hee fhould bee crowned, and alfo to bleffe any Captains 
Generali, when hee fhould be elected.for the Wars, with onely giving him a draught 
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of that water. And as the Romi(b Church makes much of their dead mens skulles 
and rotten bones, laying them up in their Churchyards under Come arches made tor 
thatpurpofe in the Church walls, even fo was it here in Mexico ; for without this Tem¬ 
ple and overagainft the principall doore thereof, a ftonescaftdiftant flood a Char¬ 
nel! houfe onely of dead mens heads, prifoners in Warresand lacrificed with the 
knife. Thismonument wasmadelikeuntoaTheatre,tnorclargethen broad,wrought 
of lime and ftone, with afeending fleps ; in the walls whereof was grafted betwixt 
ftone and ftone a skull with the teeth outwards. At the foot and head of this Theatre, 
were two towers made onely of lime and skullcs, the teeth outward, which having 
no other ftuffe in the wall feemeda ftrange fight. At and upon the top of the Theatre 
were therefore and ten poles, ftanding the one from the other foureorfive foot di- 
ftant, and each of them was foil of ftaves from the foot to the top. Each of thefe 
ftaves had others made fait unto them, and every one of them had five skulles broch- 
ed through the temples. When the Spaniards firftentred into Mexico as friends be¬ 
fore the death of Montezuma they vifited all thefe monuments ; and in what they 
have written and tranfmitted topofteriryof that City, it is recorded of one Andrew 
de’Iapia^mA Gmza e dt Vmbria that one day they did reckon thefe skill !es,and found a 
hundred thirty and fix thoufand skulles on the poles , ftaves and lleps. The other 
Towers were replenifhed out of number ; and there were men appointed, that when 
one skull fell, to letup another in hisplacc, fo that the number might never want. 
But all thefe Towers and Idols were pa'led down, andconfumed with fire, when the 
Spaniards wannethat City. And certainly they had beene more renowned in de- 
ftroying thofe Altars of the devilland thole Idoll Gods, ifin their Head they had not 
fet up new Idols and Saimsof ftockesand ftones, and built unto them as many more 
Churches as they found at their comming thither. All therefore that hath been men¬ 
tioned hitherto of Montezuma hishoufesand Gardens, of the fpacious Marketplace, 
and Temples of that City was attterly deftroyed and brought downe to the very 
ground. But Cortez reedifiedit againe, not onely for the fituation and majelfy, but 
alfo for the name and great fame thereof. Hee divided it among the Conquerours, 
having firfttaken outplaces for Churches, Market places, Townehoufe and other 
neceflary plots to build houfes, profitable for the Common-wealth. Hee feparated 
the dwellings of the Spaniards from the bdians i Co that now the water pallet h and 
rnaketh divifion betwixt them. Hee promifed to them that were naturalls of the City 
of Mexico plotts to build upon, inheritance, freedome, aud other liberties , and the 
like unto all thole that wouldcome and inhabit there, which wasameanes to allure 
many thither. Hee fet alfo at liberty Xihuaco, the Generali Captainc, and made him 
chief over the Indians intheCity, unto whom hee gave a whole ftreet. He gave like- 
wile another ftreet to Dm Tedro Montezuma who was fonne to Montezuma the King. 
All this was done to winne the favour of the people. Hee made other Gentlemen 
Seniors of little lllands, and ftreets to build upon, and to inhabit, and in this order 
the whole fitqation was reparted, and the work began with great joy and diligence. 
And when the fame was blowne abroad that Mexico ftould bee built again, it was a 
wonder to lee the people that reforted thither hearing of liberty and freedome. The 
number was fo great that in three milescompaflewas nothing but people men and wo¬ 
men. They laboured fore and did eate little, by reafon whereof many fickned, and 
peftilence enfued, whereof died an infinite number. Their paines was great, for 
they bare on their backes, and drew after them ftones, earth, timber, lyme,brick 
and allotber things necelTary in this fort; And by little and little Mexico was built 
againe with a hundred thoufand houfes, more ftrong and better then the old building 
was. The Spaniards built their houfes after the Spanifh falhion ; and Cortez built his 
houle upon the plot where Montezuma his houfe flood, which renteth now veerely 
foure thoufand duckats, and is called now the Palace of the Marques VelVaBe\ 
the King of Spain having conferred upon Cortez and his heires this title from the 
great Valley of Guaxaca. This Palace is fo ftately that ( as I have obferved before) 
feven thoufand beanies of Cedar Trees were Ipent in it. They built faire Dockesco¬ 
vered over with Arches for the Vergantines; which Dockcs fora perpetual! memory 
doe remaine untill this day. They dammed up the ftreets of water, where now faire 
houies Hand, fo that Mexico is not as it was wont to bee, and especially fince the 
yeare 1634. the water cometh not byfarrefo neere the City as it was wont to come, 
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The Lakefometimescafleth out a vapour of flench, but othcrwjfejtis a wholefome 
and temperate dwelling, by reafon of the Mountains that ftand round about it 
and well provided through the fertility of the Countrey, and commodity of the Lake! 
So that now is Mexico one of the greateft Cities in the World in extentionof the 
fituation for Spanijh and Indian houfes. Not many yeercs after theConqucft it was 
the Noblert City in all India as well in Armes as Policy. There were formerly at the 
Ieaft two thoufand Citizens, that hadeach of them his horfe in his liable with rich 
furniture for them, and Armes in readinelTe. But now fince all the Indians farre and 
neer arefubdued, and mod of them efpecially about Mexico confumcd, andthereis 
no feare of their riling up anymore againftthe Spaniards, all armes arc forgotten, 
and the Spaniards livefofecure from enemies, that there is neither Gate, Wall, Bui! 
warke, PUtforme, Tower, Armory, Ammunition, or Ordnance to fccure and defend 
the City from a Domeilick or forraine enemy ; from the latter they thinke St.John de 
Vlbua fufficicnt and llrong enough to fccure them. But for Contra&ation itis one 
of the richeft Cities im in the World • to the which by the North Sea commeth every 
yeer from Spain a Fleet of neere twenty fhips laden with the bell Commodities not 
onely of Spain but of the moft parts of Chriflendome. And by the South Sea it en- 
joycthTraffique from all parts of Per*- and above all it Trades with the Eajl-India's, 
and from thence receiveth the Commodities as well from thofe parts which arein! 
habited by Portingals , as from the Countries of Japan and China , fending every 
veere two great Caracas with two fmaller VefTels to the I (lands of Philippine,and ha¬ 
ving every yeerea returne of fuch like fhips. There is alfo in Mexico a Mint houfe 
where Money is dayly coyned; and is brought thither in wedges upon Mules from 
the Mines called Sc. Lewis de Sacatecas , (landing fourefcore Leagues from Mexico 
Northward, and yet from Sacatecas forward have the Spaniards entred above a hun¬ 
dred Leagues conquering daily Indians, where they difeover ftore of Mines; and there 
they have built a City, called Nova CMcxico, new Mexico. The Indians thereare great 
Warriers, and hold the Spaniards hard to it. It is thought the Spaniard will not bee 
fatisfied, untillhee fubdue all the Country that way, which doubtlefle reacheth to 
our plantations of Firginia and the reft being the fame continued continent Iand.There 
is yet more in UMexico, a faire fchoole,which now ismade an Univerfity, which the 
Viceroy Don Antonio T>e Mendoza caufed to be built. At the rebuilding of this City 
there was a great difference betwixt an Inhabitant of Mexico, and a Conquerour; for 
a Conquerour was a name of honour, and had lands and rents given him and to 
bis polterity by the King of Spain, and the Inhabitant or onely dweller payed rent 
for his houfe. And this hath filled all thofe parts of America with proud Dons and 
Gentlemen to this day; for every one will call himfelfe a dependent from a Con¬ 
querour, though hee bee as poorc as Job - and aske him what is become of his Efface 
and fortune, hee will anfwer that fortune hath taken it away, which fhall never take 
away a Don from him. Nay a poore Ccbler,or Carrier that runs about the Countrey 
farre and neere getting his living with half a dozen Mules, if hee bee called Mendoza, 
or Guzman, will fweare that hee defeended from thofe Dukes houfes in Spain, and 
that his Grand-Father came from thence to Conquer, and fubdued whole Countries 
to the Crowneof Spain , though now fortune have frowned upon him, and covered 
his raggeswith athredbare Cloake. When Mexico was rebuilt, and Judges, Aider- 
men, Attorneys, Towne Clerks, Notaries, Skavengers, and Serjeants with all o- 
ther Officers necefTary for the Common-weale ofa City were appointed, the fame of 
Cortez and majefty of the City was blowne abroad into farre Provinces, by meanes 
whereof it was foone rcplenjfhed with Indians againe, and with Spaniards from 
Spain, who foone conquered above foure hundred Leagues of Land, being 
all governed by the Princely Scat of Mcxieo. But fince that firft rebuilding, I 
may fay it is now rebuilt the fecond time by Spaniards, who have confumed moft 
of the Indians ; fo that now I will not dare to fay there are a hundred thoufand hou¬ 
fe* which foone after the Conqueftwere built up, for moft of them were of Indians. 
Now the Indians that live there, I'vejn thefuburbsof the City, and their fituation 
is called Guadalupe. In the yeare 1625. when I went to thofe parts, this Suburbe 
was judged tocontaine five thoufand Inhabitant; But fince moft of them have beene 
confumed by the Spaniards hard ufage and the worke of the Lake. So that now there 
may not bee above two thoufand Inhabitants of meere Indians, and a thoufand of fuch 
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as they call there Mefiizos, who are of a mixt nature of Spaniards and Indians, for 
many poor c Spaniards marry with Indian women, and others that marry them not 
but hate their husbands, find many trickes to convey away an innocent Vriab to enjoy 
his Batbfceba. The Spaniards daily coufeo them of the fmall plot of ground where 
their houfes Hand, and of three or foure houfes of Indians build up one good and fair 
houfe after the Spanijb fafhion with Gardens and Orchards.And fo isalmoft all Aftxi- 
co new built with very faire and fpatious houfes with Gardens of recreation. Their 
buildings are with ftone, and brick very ftrong, but not high, by reafon of the many 
Earth-quakes, which would indanger their houfes if they were above three ftories 
high. The ftreets are very broad , in the narrowed of them three Coaches may goe, 
and in the broader fix may goe in the breadth of them, which makes the City feeme a 
great deale bigger then it is. In my time |it was thought to bee of betweene thirty 
and forty thoufand Inhabitants Spaniards, who are fo proud and rich, that half the 
City was judged to keepe Coaches, fork was a mod credible report that in Mexict in 
my time there were above fifteen thoufand Coaches. It is aby-word that at Mexico 
there are foure things faire, that is to fay, the women, the apparell, thehorfes, and 
the dreets. But to this I may adde the beauty of fome of the Coaches of the gentry, 
which doe exceed in cod the bed of the Court of Madrid and other parts of Chriftcn- 
dome ; for there they fpare no Silver, nor Gold, nor pretious dones , nor Cloath of 
Gold, nor the bed Silkes from China to enrich them. And to the gallantry of their 
horfes the pride of fome doth adde the cod of bridles, and fhooes of filver. The 
ftreets of Ght iflendome mud not compare withthofein breadth and cleannefle, bur. 
•fpecially in the riches of the (hops which doe adorn them. Above all the Goldfmiths 
fliops and workes are to bee admired. The Indians , and the people of China that have 
been made Chridians and every yeere come thither, have perfected the Spaniards in 
that Trade. The Viceroy that went thither the yeere 1625. caufed a Popingay to bee 
made of filver, gold , and pretious dones with the perfeft colours of the Topingays 
feathers, (a bird bigger then a pheafant) with fuchcxquifiteart andperfe&ion,to pre- 
fent unto the King of Spain, that it was prized to bee worth in riches and workman- 
fhip halfea Million of Duckats. There is in theCloiderof the Dorhinicans a lampe 
hanging in the Church with three hundred branches wrought in filver to hold lo ma¬ 
ny Candies,befides a hundred little lsmpes for oyle fet in it, every one being made with 
feverall wormanlhip fo exquilitely,that it is valued to be worth four hundred thoufand 
duckats -and with hich like curious workes are many dreets made more rich and bcauti- 
full from the fhops of Goldfmiths.To the by-word touching the beauty of the women 
I mud adde the liberty they enjoy forgaming, which is fiich that the day and night 
is to fhort for them toend a Primera when once it is begun j nay garningis fo com¬ 
mon to them that they invite gentlemen to their houfes for no other end.To my felfit 
happened that palling along the dreets in company with a Fryer that came with me that 
yeare from Spain, a gentlewoman of great birth knowing ns to be Cbapetons( fo they call 
the firdyeerthofe that come from Spain) from her window called nnto us, and af¬ 
ter two or three (light quedions concerning Spain asked us if wee would come in and 
play with her a Game at Primera. Both men and women are exceflive in their ap¬ 
parell, ufing more filkes then ftuffes and cloth; pretious Stones and Pearles further 
much this their vaine odentation 5 a hat-band and rofe made|of Diamonds In a Gen¬ 
tlemans hat is common,and a hat-band of Pearles is ordinary in a Tradesmans nay 
a Blackmore or Tauny young maide and Have will make hard fhiftbut fhee will bee 
in falhionwith her Neckchaine and Bracelets of Pearls, and her Eare-bobs of fome 
confiderable Jewels. The attire of this bafer fort of people of Blackiaores and Mulat- 
ta*s (which are of a mixt nature, of Spaniards and Blackroores) is fo light, and their 
carriage fo enticing, that many Spaniards even of the better fort (who areltoo too 
prone to Venery)difdaine their Wives for them. TheircIoathingisaPetticoate, of 
Silk or Cloth, with many filver or golden Laces, with a very broad double Ribband 
of fome light colour with long filver or golden Tags hanging down before, the whole 
length fof their Peticoat to the ground, and the like behind; their Wafcoats made 
like bodies,with skirts, laced likewife with gold or filver, without fleeves, and a girdle 
about their body of great price ftuck with Pearls and knots of Gold, (if they bee any 
waies well efteemed of ) their fleeves arc broad and open at the end, ot Holland or fine 
China linnen, wrought fome with coloured filkes, fome with filkeand gold, fotns 
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with filk and filver, hanging downe almoft unto the ground; the locks of their heads 
are covered with fome wrought qnoife,& over it another of net work of filk bound with 

a fair filk,or filver or golden ribband which croflith the upper part of their forehead, 
and hath commonly worked out in letters fome light and foolifh lovepofie: their bare 
black and tauny breads are covered with bobs hanging from their chaines of pearls. 
And when they goe abroad they ufea white mantle of lawneor cambricke roun¬ 
ded with a broad la ce which fome put over their heads, the breadth reaching only 
to their middle behind , that their girdle and ribbands may be feen, and thetwoends 
before reaching to the ground almoft; others caft their mantlesonly upon their (houl- 
ders, and fwaggercrs like,call the one end over the left (houlder, that they may the 
better )og the right arme, and (hew their broad flceve as they walke along. others in- 
ftead of this mantle ufe fome rich filke petticoat, to hang upon their left (houlder.while 
with their right arm they lupport the lower part of it,more like roaring boyes then ho- 
neft civil maids.Their (hooes are high & of many foies,the outfidc whereof of the pro- 
phaner fort are plated with a lift of filver, w hich is faftned with lmall nailes of broad 
filver heads. Moft of thefe are or have been (laves, though love have fet them loofeat 
liberty, to inflave fouls to finne and Satan. And there arc fo many of this kind 
both men and women growne to a height of pride and vanity, that many times the 
Spaniards have feared they would rife up and mutiny againft them. And for the loof- 
nefie of their lives, and publike fcandals committed by them and the better fort of 
the^^ Wr,! have heard them fay often who have profefTed more religion and teare 
of God, they verily thought God would deftroy that City, and give up the Couotrey 
into the power of fome other nation. 

I will not relate particulars of their obfeene and fcandalous, yea and publike carria¬ 
ges, which would offend my Readers patience, and make his eares to tingle; only I 
fay, certain y God is offended with that fecond Sodom , whofe inhabitants though 

" 0 "^ ey k c r**’ the |[«nbay-t re eflou r ia 1 i ngwit h iewels,pearles,goId,filver, and all 

worldly pleafuregj They pall fione be cut downt like the graft and wither at the men herbt , 
f 37. 2. And though their great Mafter and Cardinall BeBarmm* make outward 
happmeflc and nourifhing aniarke and note of a true Church and Congregation of 
Gods people: and of my felfe I could fay wich David in the 73. Pf 2, 3. when I lived 
blindly amongft them, (JKy feet were almofigone, my jlept bad mil-nip flipt ■ fir I wot 
enviotu at the foohfh, when If aw the pro [ferity of the wicked i yet now being enlightned 
in a more fare and certaine truth, I will conclude of them, as David o{ the flourifhine 
wicked men of his time in the fame Chapter the 16,17,18. »• Men I thought to hum 

itmattoopainfull for mee i until 1 went into the SanCtuary of God, then under flood I 
their end. Surely thou didftfet them in flippery placet s thou calltjl them downs to dcjlruttion. 
And I doubt not but the flouriftiing of Mexico in coaches, horfes, ftreets, women, 
and apparell is very flippery, and will make thofe proud inhabitantsflipand fall into 
the power and dominion of fome other Prince of this world, and hereafter in the 
world to come,into thepoweHull hands of an angry Judge, who isthe King of Kings 
and Lord ofLords, which Paul faith Heb. 10. 31. fie fearful! thing. For this City 
doth not only flourilh in the waies aforefaid,but alfo in their fuperftitious wOrfhipine 
of God and Saints,they exceed Rome it felfc,and all other places of Chriftendome.And 
«is a thing which I have very much and carefully obferved in all my travailes both in 
Europe and in America, that in thofe Cities wherein there is moftlewd licentioufneffe 
of life, there is alfo moft coffin the Temples, and moft publike fuperftitious worftiip- 
pingof God and of the Saints. r 

It feems that religion teacheth that all wickednefle is allowable, fo the Cheches and 
Glergy tioariftgnay while thepurfeisopen tolafcivioufnefle, if it belikewife opeqed to 
enrich the temple walls and roofes, this is better then any their holy water to wadi 
away the filth of the other. Rome is held to be the head of fuperftition; and what 
itately Churches, Chappels, and Cloittcrs are in it ? what fallings, whatproceffi- 
ona, what appearances O'devotion? and on the other fide, what liberty, what pro- 
fa neneffe, whatwhoredomes, nay wbatfinnesof Sodom are committed in it? In Co 
much that it could be the laying of a Fryer to my felfe while I was in it, that he verily 
thought there was no one City in the world wherein were more Atheifts then in Rome . 

I might (hew this truth in Madrid , Seville Valladolid, and other famous Cities in 
fame, and in Italy t in MiUan 3 Genoa and Naplts t relating many inftances of fcandalls 
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committed in thofe places,and yet the Temples mightily enriched by fuch who have 
thought thofe alms a fufficient warrant to free them from hell & Purgatory. But I mult 
return to Mexico which is mille lejfej of this truth,fin and wickedneffe abounding in it; 
and yet no fuch people in the world toward the Church and Clergy , who in their life 
timi drive to exceed one another in their gifts to the Cloifters of Nuns and Friers, 
fome erecting Altars to their bed devoted Saints, worth many thoufand thoufand duc- 
kats,others prefenting crowns of gold to the pictures of Ma>j ^others lamps,othei s gol¬ 
den chains,others building Cloiders at their own charge,others repairing them,others 
at their death leaving to them two or three thoufand duckats for an annuall dipend. A- 
mong tbefe great Benefa&ors to the Churches of that City I fhould wrong my Hidory 
if X (hould forget one that lived in my time,called Jlonfo Cuellar, } who was reported to 
have a Clofet in his houfelaid with bars of gold in dead of bricks-though indeed it was 
not fo, but only reported for his abundant riches and dore of bars of gold which he 
bad in one cheft danding in a clofetdidant from another, where he had a ched full 
of wedges of diver. This man alone built a Nunery of Francilcan Nuns,which dood 
him in above thirty thoufand duckats, and left unto it for the maintainance of the 
Nuns two thoufand duckats yeerly, with obligation of fome made* to be faid in the 
Church every yeer for his foule after his deceafe. And yet this mans life was fo (can- 
dalous, that commonly in the night with two fervants he would round the City, vifi- 
tingfuch fcandalousperfons whofe attire before hath been deferibed, carrying his 
beads in his hands, and at every houfe letting fall a beade and tying a falfe knot, that 
when he came home in the morning towards breake of the day he might number by 
hisbeades the uncivil dations he had walked and vidted that night.Butthefe his works 
of darkenetle came to light, and were publifhed farre and neer for what happened unto 
him whild I was in Mexico ; for onenight meeting at one of his dations with a gentle¬ 
man that was jealous of him, fwords on both tides weredrawne, the Concubine 
drd was dabbed by theGentleman who was better manned and attended; and Cuellar 
("who was but a Merchant ) ■ was mortally wounded and left for dead, though after¬ 
wards he recovered. Great Aimes and liberality towards religious houfes in that City 
commonly are coupled with great arid fcandalous wickednefle. They wallow in the 
bed of riches and wealth, and make their Aimes the Coverlet to cover their Ioofeand 
lafcivious lives. From hence aretheChurches fo fairly built and adorned. There are 
not above fifty Churches and Ghappels, Cloifters and Nunneries, and Parilb Chur¬ 
ches in that City ; but thofe that are there are-the faireft that ever my eyes beheld, the 
roofes and beams being in many of' them all daubed with gold,and many Altars with 
(undry marble pillars, and others with Brafil wood ftaies (landing one above another 
with Tabernacles for feveral Saints richly wrought with golden colours,fo that twen¬ 
ty thoufand duckats is a common price of many of them. Thefe caufe admiration 
in the common fort of people, tand admiration brings on daily adoration in them to 
thofe glorious fpeftacles and images of Saints; fo Satan ftiewes Chrift all the glory of 
the Kingdomes to intice him to admiration, and then All tbefe things nill 1 give thee if 
thou wilt fall d,wnt and vorfhip me , Mat. 4. 8, 9. The devill will give all the world to 
be adored. 

Eefides thefe beautifull buildings, the inward richesbelonging to the Altars are in¬ 
finite in price and value, (uch as Copes, Canopies, hangings. Altar cloths, Candle- 
itickes. Jewels belonging to the Saints, and crownes of gold and fiber,and Tabernacles 
or gold and Cryftall to carry about their facrament in Proceifion, all which would 
mount to the worth of areafbnablemineoffilver, and would be a rich prey for any 
nation that could make better ufe of wealth and riches. X will not fpeakemuch of the 
lives ol the Fryers and Nuns of that City , but only that there they enjoy more liber¬ 
ty then m the parts of Europe ( where yet they have too much ) and that furely the 
^candals committed by them doe cry up to heaven for vengeance,judgement, and deftru- 


In my timein theCIoifter of the Mercenarian Fryers which is entituled for the Re¬ 
demption of Captives, there chanced to bean eleftionofa Provinciall to rule over 
them, to the which ali the Priors and heads of the Cloifters about the countrey had 
retorted, and fuch was their various and faaious difference, that upon the fuddain all 
flrfr °” v f nt Wasln lanuproare, their canonicall eleftion was turned to mutiny and 
* nives Were drawn , many wounded, the fcandall and danger of murther fo 
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great, that the Viceroy was faine to interpofe his authority and cofitamongft them 
arid guard the Cloifter uncill their Provincial! was clewed. It is ordinary for the 
Fryers to vifit their devoted Nuns, and to fpend wholedaies with them, hearing their 
mulicke, feeding on their fweet meats, and for this purpofe they have many chambers 
which they cal \ Loquntorioj, totalkein, with wooden bars between the Nuns and 
them, and in thefe chambers are tables for the Friers to dine at ; and whilcthey dine* 
the Nuns recreate them with their voices. Gentlemen and Citizens give their daugh¬ 
ters to be brought up in thefe Nunneries, where they afe taught to make all forts of 
confervesandpreferves , all forts of needle worke, all forts of mulicke, which is fo 
ekqoifitein that City, that I dare be bold to fay, that the people are drawrie to their 
Churches more for the delight of the mulick, then for any delight in the fervice of 
God. More, they teach thefe young children to aft like players, and to entice thd 
people to their Churches make thefe children to aft Ihort dialogues in their Quires 
richly attiring them With mens and womens apparel!, efpecially upon Midfummer day* 
and the eightdaies before their Chriftmas, which is fo gallantly performed,chat many 
faftious ftrifes, and Angle combates have been , and fome were in my time, tor defen¬ 
ding which of thefe Nunneries molt excelled in mulick, and in the Training up of 
children. No delights are wanting in that City abroad in Che world, nor in their 
Churches,which Ihould bethehoufeof God, and the foules,not the fenfes delight. 

The chide place in the City is the Market place, which though it be not as fpaci- 
ousasin Montezuma his time, yet is at this day very faire and wide, built all With Ar¬ 
ches on the one fide where people may walke dry in time of raine, and there aielhops 
of Merchants furnifted with all forts of ftuffes and filkes, and before them fit women 
felling all manner of fruits and herbes; over againft thefe (bops and Arches is the 
Viceroy his palace, which caketh up almoft the whole length of the market with the 
walls of the houfeand of the gardens belonging to it. At the end of the Viceroy his 
palace, is the chiefe prifon which is ftrong of ftone worke. Next to this is the beau- 
citull ftreet called la plateria, orGold-fmiths ftreet, where a mans eyes may behold ih 
lefie then an hours many millions worth of gold, filver, pearles and jewells. The 
ftreet of St. Attain is rich and comeIy,where live all that trade in hikes; but one of the 
longcft and broadeft ftreet* is the ftreet called Tacub * , where almoft all the (hops are of 
Ironmongers, and of fuch as deale in bra fie and fteel, which is joyning to thole Ar¬ 
ches whereon the water is conveyed into the City,and is fo called for thatic is the way 
out of theCity toaTowne called 7 acub a 5 and this ftreet is mentioned farreandneer 
not fo much for the length and breadth of it, as for a (mall commodity of needles 
which are made there, and for proofe are the beft of all thofe parts. For ftately buil¬ 
dings the ftreet called del Aqtttla, the ftreet of the eagle,exceeds the reft, where live Gen¬ 
tlemen, and Courtiers, and Judges belonging to the Chancery* aRd is the palace of 
the Marqucfle defyille from the line of Ferdinando Cortez- this ftreet is fo called from 
an old Id oil an Eagle of ftone which from the coriqueft lieth in a corner of that ftreet, 
and is twice as big as London ftone. The gallants of this City ftiew themfelves daily 
fome on Horfe-back, and moftin Coaches about four of the clock in theafterrioonein 
a pleafant (hady field, called la Alameda , full of trees and walke*, forftewhat like 
unto our More-fields, where doe meet as conftantly as the Merchants upon oUr Ex¬ 
change about two thoufand Coaehes, full of Gallants, Ladies* and Citizen*, to fee 
and to befien, to court and to be courted, the Gentlemen having their train Of black- 
more flaves fome a dozen, fome halfe a dozen waitingon them, in brave and gallant 
Liveries,heavy with gold and filyer lace, with filke ftockins on their black legs, and ro- 
fes on their feet, and fwords by their fides 5 the Ladies alfocarry their traine by their 
coaches fide of fuch jet-like Damofells as before have been mentioned for their light ap- 
parell,who with their bravery and white mantles over them feem to be,as the Spaniard 
faith ,mofcaen kebe ,a flie in milke-But the train of the Viceroy who often goeth to this 
place is wonder foil ftarely,which fome fay is as great as the train of his Mafter the King 
of Spaine. At this meeting are carried about many forts of fweet-rrieats and papers of 
comhtes to be fold, fortorelilhacupof coole water, which is cried about in curious 
giatfes, to coole the blood of thofe love hot gallants. But many times thefe their mee¬ 
tings fweetned with confervesand comfits havefowre fawce at the end, for jealopfie 
Will not fuffer a Lady to be courred,no nor fometimes to be fpoken to, but puts fury 
into the violent hand to draw a fword or dagger and to ftab or marther whom he was 
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jealous of, and when one Iword is drawne thoufauds are prelently drawne, fome to 

right the party wounded or murchered ; others to defend the party murthering,whofe 

friends will not permit him to bee apprehended.but will guard him withdrawn fwords 
untill they have conveyed him to the Sanftuary of fome Church , from whence the 
Viceroy his power is notable to take him fora legalltryall. 

Many of thefe fuddain skirmilhes happened whileft I lived about Mexico: of which Ci¬ 
ty a whole volume might b;e compiled, but that by other Authors much hath beene 
written, and Idefirenotto fillmyHiftory with trifles, but onely with what is moft 
remarkable in it. I may not omit yet from the fltuation of it upon a lake to tell that 
certainly the water hath its paflage under all the ftreets of it; for toward the ftreet of 
St. Aufiin and the lower parts of the City, I can confidently averre that in my time 
before the removing of the Lake thole that died were rather drowned then buried, for 
a grave could not bee digged with an ordinary graves depth, but they met with water, 
and I was eye-witnefle of many thus buried, wbofe coffins was covered with water. 
And this is fo apparent that had not the Cloifter of the Angufiines often beenrepair- 
ed and almoft rebuilt, it had quite (unk by this. In my time it was a repairing, and 
Ifaw the old pillars had funk very Tow, upon the which they were then laying new 
foundations, and I was credibly informed that that was the third time that new pil¬ 
lars had been ere&ed npon the old which were quite funk away. This City hath but 
three wayes to come unto it by Cawfey; the one is from the Weft,and that Cawfey is a 
mile and ahalfelong. Another from the North, and containeth three miles in length. 
Eaftward the City hath no entry ; but Southward the Cawfey is five miles long,which 
was the way that Cortez entred into it, when hee conquered it. 

The fruit called Nucbtli (whereof I have fpoken before, and fome fay this City 
was called Tenucbtitlan from it) though it bee in moft parts of America, yea and now 
in Spain;, yet in no place thereis more abundance of it then in Mexico , -and it is abfo- 
lutely one of the belt fruits in it. It is like unto the Figge, and fo hath many little ker¬ 
nels or grains within, but they are fomewhat larger, and crowned like unto a Medler. 
There are of them oflundry colours, Ibme are green without, and carnation-like with¬ 
in, which have a good tafte. Others are yellow, and others white, and fome fpeck- 
led- thebeftfort are the white; It is a fruit that will laft long. Some of them tafte 
of Pears, and other fome of Grapes; It is a cold and a freffi fruit and beft etteemed in 
the'heat of fummer. The Spaniards doe more efteem them then the Indians. The 
more the ground is laboured where they grow, the fruit is fo much the better. There 
is yet another kind of thisfruitred, and that is nothingfo much efteemed,although 
his tafte is not evil!; but becaufeit doth colour and dye the eaters mouth, lips and 
apparell, yea and maketh the Urine looke like pure blood. Many Spaniards a t their 
firft comming into India, and eating th s fruit, wereamazed and at their wits end, 
thinking that all the blood in their bodies came out in Urine 1 ; yea and many Phyfi- 
tians attheir firft comming were of the fame belief. And it hath happened when they 
have been fent for untoluch ashaveeaten this fruit, they not knowingthe caufe,and 
beholding the Urine, by and by they have adminittred medicines to ftaunch blood - a 
thing ro laugh at, to fee Phyfitiansfo deceived. The skinne of the outfide is thick 
and full of little fmall prickles, and when iciscut downeright with one cut to the 
kernels, with one finger you may uncleave the whole skin round about without break- 
take ° U . C the fr j lt t ° cat-Tbe Spaniards ule to jeft with it with ftrangers,taking 
half a dozen of them,and rubbing them in a napkin,thofe final prickles which can fcarce 
beeleen or perceived ftick mvifibly unto the napkin, wherewith a man wiping his 
mouth to drink, thofe little prickles ftick in his lipsfo that they feeme to fow them up 
together, and make him for a while faulter in his lpeech,till with much rubbing and 
waftung they come off. There is another fruit twice of the bigneffe of a great warden, 
which they call the glowing Manjar Blanco, orwhitemeat, which is a dainty difh 
made by them with the white of a Capon,Cream, and Rice, and fugar and fweet wa¬ 
ters,much like unto the which tafteth this fruit. It is as fweet as any hony,and diffolves 
like melted fnow in the mouth into a juyee moft lufeious; within,itis full of hard black 
kernds orftones, which being cracked are bitter,and thefe not joy ned together, but 
i„ y thd! °XT fr ° m *" Gtl f> each one having a bag, or lit* skin diferning them 
fo , th l t . wb ™y°“ cut this fruit in the middle it reprefentsa 
Cnequer board with black and whittle white is fuckt or eaten and the kernels thrown 
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away. But I cannot forget that which they call Pinia 3 or Pine apple ; not the Pineapple of 
the high Pine tree,but a pine apple,th at groweth upon a lower (hrub with prickly leaves, 
and is bigger then our biggeft Muskmillians in E»g/a»rf,when it is ripe;it is yellow with¬ 
out and withinjwithout it is full of little bunches, and within fojuycy and cool that 
nothing more dangerous then to eat much of it.Before they eat it, they cut it in round 
flice*,and lay it a while in fait and water,and fo being fcoured half an houre in that fait 
and water which taketh much of the rawnes and coldnes from it, and then putting into 
ditties with more frefh water they eat it thus. But the better way of eating it , is pre¬ 
ferred, which is abfolutely the beft prefervein all that Countrey, There isalfothe 
Grape, (though they make not wineofit) the Apple, thePeare,the Quince, the Peach, 
the Apricock, the Pomegranate, the Muskmillian, the Plantin, the Figge, the Walnut, 
the Chefnut, the Orange,the Lemmon both fowre and fweet,the Citron in great abun¬ 
dance. Moll of the fruitts of Europe , and as many more which Europe never knew. A- 
bout Mexico more then in any other part groweth that excellent tree called Mai , 
which they plant and drefle as they doe their Vines in Europe. It hath neere forty 
kindes of leaves, which ferve for many ufes; for when they bee tender they make of 
them Conferves, Paper,Flax,Mantles, Mats, Shooes, girdles, arjd cordage. On thefe 
leaves grow certaine prickles fo ftrong and fharpe that they ufe them in dead of fawes: 
from the root ofthis treeeometh a juyee like unto fyrup, which beingfodde will be¬ 
come Sugar. You may alfo make of it Wine and Vineger. The Indians often become 
drunke with it. The rind rolled healeth hurts and fores, and from the top boughs 
iffueth a gumme, which is an excellent antidote againft poyfon. There is nothing in 
Mexico and about it Wanting which may make a City happy * and certainly hadthofe 
that have fo much extolled with their pens the parts of Granada in Spain i, Lombard/ 
and Florence in Italy t making them the earthly Paradife, had they bcene acquainted 
with the new World and with Mexico , they would have recanted their untruths. 

Oh that the Lord were truely worftiiped where hee hath powred forth the treafureS 
of his goodnefle for the children of men ! Oh that in that E den the tempting and 
entiling Serpent were not fo much obeyed in the ufe of the faire feeming Apple ofplea- 
fures, and the Lord that hath enriched it with fuch varieties fo much negle&ed! How 
long OLord God, how long (hall the line of the wicked flourifb, and the beft portion 
be fallen to Idolaters and to the workers of iniquity? 

This City is the feat of an Archbilhop, and of a Viceroy, who commonly is 
(ome great Noble man of Spain 3 whofe power is to make Lawes and Ordinances^ 
to give direftions, and determine controverfies, unlefle it bee in fuch greatcaufes, 
which are thought fit to bee referred to the Councell of Spain. And though there 
bee about the Country many governments with fcverall Governours, yet they are 
all fubordinate to this Viceroy, and there are at Ieaft foure hundred leagues of land 
all governed by the Princely feat of Mexico. Moft of the Governours about the Coun¬ 
try being the Viceroy his Creatures, placed by him, doe contribute great gifts and 
bribes for their preferment* fo likewife doe all the reft whofe right or wrong proceed¬ 
ings depend upon the Viceroy his clemency and mercy in judging the daily appeales 
of Juftice which come unto him. The King of Spain allowes him out of his Ex¬ 
chequer yeerly a hundred thoufand Duckats whileft hee governess his time being but 
five yeers. But commonly with their bribes to the Courtiers of Spain , and to the 
Counfellours for the filiate of the India's they get a prorogation of five yeeres more* 
and fometimes of ten. It is incredible to think what this Viceroy may get a yeer in 
that place befides his hundred thoufand duckats of rent, if hee bee a man covetous 
and given to trading, (as moft of them are) for then they will bee Matters of what 
commodities they pleafe, and none elfe (hall deale in them but themfelves; as did the 
Marquefle ofSerralvo in my time, who was the beft Monopolift of fait that everthofe 
parts knew. This man was thought to get a Millian a yeer, what with gifts and pre- 
ientSjivh.-t with his Trading to Spain and Philippine He governed ten yeares,and in this 
time he fent to the King of Spain a Popinjay worth half a Million,and in one year more 
he fent the worth of a Million to the Count of Olivares 3 and other Courtiers to obtain 
a prorogation for five yeers more. Befides the Viceroy there are commonly fix Judges 
and a Kings Attorney, who are allowed onto! the Kings Exchequer yeerly twelve 
thoufand duckats a peice rent, befides fwo Alcaldes dt Cer/e,or high Juftices,who with 
the Viceroy judge all Chancery and criminall caufes. But thefe (though united to- 
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gether they may oppofe the Viceroy in any unlawfull and unjultifiable a&ion , as fome 
have done and have fmarted for it, yet commonly they dare not. So that hee doth 
what he lifteth , and it is enough for him to fay, fiat proratione voluntas . This power 
joyned with covetoufneffe in the Viceroy, and threefeore thoufandduckats yeerly, 
joyncd with pride in the Arch-bifhop, Was like to be the ruine of that City in the yecr 
1624. Then was the Count of Gelves Viceroy, and Von Alorife dc Zerna Archbi- 
fhop, whofe two powers ftriving a-nd tiriking at one another like two flints,had almoft 
brought to combultion that gallant City, and did fetonfire the Viceroy his palace, 
and the prifon joynihg to it. 

Theftory was thus, which may be profitable for other nations, to beware of cove¬ 
tous governours, and proud Prelates; and therefore I thought fit to infert it here. 
The Count of G tilts was in fome things one of the bell Viceroys and Governours that 
ever the Court of Spainefent to America, for he was called by the Spaniards , el terrible 
Jitfiicier0 , jfuegodeLadionei ,that is,terrib!e for Juttice,and fire toccnfume all theeves. 
For hecleered all the high waies of theeves,hanging them as often as they were caught 
without mercy, and did fend out troopes and officers to apprehend them, fo that it 
was generally reported that fince the conqueft unto thofe dayes of his there had never 
been fo many theeves and malefa&ors hanged up as in his time. So in all other points 
of juftice he was fevere and upright. But yet covttoufnefle did fo blind him to fee his 
owne injuftice, that before he could fee it, he had brought the City of Mexico and 
the whole Kingdome to a danger of rebellion. What he would not to befienin him- 
fclfe, he afted by others his inftruments. Andoneof them was one Dot Pedro Mexia 3 
a mighty rich Gentleman ot Mexico,whom hee chofeto joyne with him in monopoli¬ 
zing all the Indian Maiz,and wheat about theCotmtrey.DOT Pedro Mexia of the Indians 
boughtat theprice he lilt their Maiz,and t'newheat oithe Spaniards he bought it accor¬ 
ding to that pi ice at which it is taxed by the law of that land to be fold at in time of fa- 
minejwhich is at fourteen Rialsabufhell/ which is not much there confidering the a- 
bundanceof gold and filver>t which price the Farmers and husbandmen knowing 
it to be a plentiful yeer were glad and willing to fel unto him their wheat,not knowing 
what the end would be,& others fearing to giinfay him, whom theyknew to be Vice- 
royes favorite. Thus Von Pedro Mexia filled all his barnes which he had hired about the 
Countrey,and himfelfeand the Viceroy became owners ofall the wheat.He had his offi¬ 
cers appointed to bring it into the Markets upon his warning,and that was when fotne 
final remnants that had efcaped his fingers Were fold,and theprice raifed.Then hoifed he 
hisprice, and doubled it above What ithadcoft him. The poore began to complaine 
Che rich to murrtture, the taxe of the law was moved in the Court of Chancery before 
the Viceroy. But he being privy to the Monopoly expounded the law to bee under- 
ftood in time of famine, and shat he was informed, that it was as plentiful! a yter as 
ever had been, and that to his knowledge there was as much brought into the Mar¬ 
kets as ever had been, and plenty enough for Mexico and all the Countrey. Thus was 
the law flighted,the rich mocked,the poore opprefled,and none fold wheat but Dot Pe¬ 
dro Mexia his officers for himfelfe and the Viceroy. When Iuftice would be no father 
the people go to their mother theChurch ; & having underftood the bufinefle better,and 
that it was Don Pedro Mexia, who did tyrannnize and opprefle them with the Viceroy 
his favour, they intreat the Archbifhop.to make it a caie of Confcience,and to reduce 
ittoa Church cenfure. Don Alonfo de Zemuhe Archbiihop, whohad alwaiesftoma- 
cked D on Pedro Mexia and the Viceroy,to plcafe the peop!e,granted to them to excom¬ 
municate Don Pedro Mexia, and fo fentoutbils of excommunication to be fixed upon 
all the Church doresagainft Dot Pedro 5 who not regarding the excommunication, and 
keeping clofe at home, and 1KI1 felling his wheat, railing higher the price then it was 
before, the Arch-bifhop railed this cenfure higher againft him, adding to it a Bill of 
Ctfiatiu a divinii, that is,a ceflation from all divine fervice. This Cenfure is fo great 
wiihthem, that it is never ufed but for fome great mar* fake, who is contumacious 
and fiubborn in his waies, contemning thepower of the Church. Then are all the 
Church dores (hut up, (let theCity be never fo great) nomaffesare faid, no prayers 
uied, no preaching permitted, no meetings allowed for any publike devotion’or cal¬ 
ling upon God. Their Church mournes as it were, and makes no (hew of fpirituall 
joy and comfort, nor of any communion of prayers one with another, fo long as the 
partie continues ftubborn and rebellious in his finne, andfcandall, and in yeelding to 
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the Churches cenfure. And further whereas by this ceflation * divinity many Chur¬ 
ches and elpecially Cloifters fuffer in the means of their lively hood, who live upon 
what is daily given them for the Maffes they fay, and in a Gloifter where thirty or 
fourty Preifts lay Malle, fo many peices of Eight or crowns in Mexico doe daily come 
in; therefore thiscenfure or cejfatio d divinis is fo inflifted upon the whole Church 
( all fuffering for it as they lay in fpirituall, and fome in temporall waies ) that the par¬ 
ty offending or fcandalizing, for whofe fake this curie is laid upon all, is bound to 
fati f fie all Preifts and Cloifters which in the way aforefald fuffer, and to allow them lb 
much out of his raeanes, as they might have daily got by felling away their Malles 
for fo many crownes for their daily livelyhood. To this would the Arch-bilhop have 
brought ‘Don PedroMexiay to have emptied out of his purfe neera thouland crownes 
daily, towards the maintenance of about a thoufand Preifts (io many there may bee in 
Mexico") who from the Altar fell away their bread-God to fatisfie with bread and food 
their hungry ftoraackes. And fecondly by the peoples fuffering in their fpirituall com¬ 
fort, and non-communion of prayers and idolatrous worftiip, hee thought to make 
Von Pedro Mexia odious to the people. Von Pedro perceiving the fpightfull intents of 
the Archbilhop, and hearing the outcries of the people in the ftreets againft him, and 
their cries for the ufe and liberty of their Churches, fecretly retired himfelfe to the Pa¬ 
lace of the Viceroy,begging his favour and prote&ion, for whofe fake he fuffered. 
The Viceroy immediately lent out his Orders,commanding the bills of excommunica¬ 
tion and ceffation ddivinis to bee pulled from the Church dores,and to all the Superi¬ 
ors of the Cloifters to fet open their Churches, and to celebrate their lervice and mafi¬ 
as as formerly they had done. But theydifobeying the Viceroy through blind obedi¬ 
ence to their Archbilhop, the Viceroy commanded the Arch-prelate to revoke his cen¬ 
sures. But his anfwer was that what he had done, had been juftly done againft a pub¬ 
like offender and great oppreflor of thepoore, whole cries had moved him to cotn- 
milerate their fuffering condition, andthattheoffenderscontemptof his firft excom¬ 
munication had delerved the rigour of the lecond cenfure; neither of the which hee 
would or could revoke untill Don Pedro Mexia had fubmitted himfelfe to the Church 
and to a publike abfolution, and had fatisfied the Preifts and Cloifters who fuffered 
for him, and had difclaimed that anlacrfull and unconfcionable Monopolie, where¬ 
with he wronged the whole common-wealth, and efpecially the poorer fort therein. 

Thus did that proud Prelate arrogantly in termes exalt himfelfe againftthe the au¬ 
thority of his Prince and Ruler, contemning his command with a flat denial!, think¬ 
ing himlelf happy in imitating Ambrofe hisfpiric againft the Emperour Theedofewjrufk* 
ingin the power of hiskeyes, arid In the ftrength of his Church and Clergy, which 
with the rebellion of the meaner fort he refolved to oppofe againft the power and 
ftrength of his Magiftrate. The Viceroy not brooking this fawey anfwer from a 
Preift, commanded him prefently to be apprehended and to be guarded to St. John dt 
Vlbua, and there to be (hipped foe Spaine. The Archbilhop having notice of this the 
Viceroy his relblution, retired himfelfe out of Mexico to Guadalupe with many of his 
Preifts and Prebends, leaving a bill of excommunication upon the Church dores a- 
gjinft the Viceroy himlelf,and thinking privily to flie to Spun there to give an account 
of his carriage and behaviour.But he could not flie fo faft,but the Viceroy his care and 
vigilancy ftill eyed him,and with his Serjeants and Officers purfued him to Guadalupe . 
Which the Archbilhop underftanding,he betook hjmfelf to the fanftuary of the church, 
and there cauled the candles to be lighted upon the Altar, the lacrament of his Bread- 
God to be taken out of the Tabernacle, and attiring himfelfe with his Pontifical! vefti- 
ments, with his Mitre on his head, his Crozierinonehand, ifttheotherhe took his 
God of bread, and thus with his trains of Preifts about himat the Altar, he waited 
for the coming of the Serjeants and Officers, whom he thought with his God in his 
hand, and wichaHere I am, to aftonilh and amaze, and to make them as Chrift the 
Jewes in the garden, to fall backwards, and to difable them from laying hands upon 
him. The Officers coming into the Church went towardsthe Altar where the Bifhop 
flood, and kneeling downe firft to worfhip their God made a fhort prayer; which be¬ 
ing ended, they propounded unto the Bilhop with courteous and faire words the caufe 
or their coming to that place, requiring him to lay downe the Sacrament • and to 
come out of the Church, and to heare the notification of what orders they brought 
unto him lathe Kings name, To whom the Archbilhop replied, that whereas their 
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Matter the Viceroy was excommunicated he looked upon him as one out of the pale of 
theChurch, and one without any power, or authority to command himin the houfe 
of God,and fo required them as they tendered the good of their foules to depart peace¬ 
ably , and not to infringe the privlledges and immunity of the Church, by exercifingin 
itany legall a& of fecularpowerandcommand; and that he would noc goe out ofthe 
Church^ unlefle they durft take him and the Sacrament together. With this the head 
officer named Tiroll , flood up and notified unto him an order in the Kings name to ap¬ 
prehend his perfon in what place foever he ffiould find him , and to guard him to the 
Port of St.John de Vlhua, and there to deliver him to whom by further order he 
ffiould be dirttted there, to beffiipped for£/wi»asaTraitourtothe Kings crowne, a 
troubler of the common peace, an author and mover of /edition in the Common¬ 
wealth. The Arch-biffiop fmiling upon Tirol! anfwered him. Thy Matter ufeth too 
hightermes; and words which doe better agree Unto himfelfe; for I know no mutiny 
orfedition like to trouble the Common-wealth, unlefleit bee by his and Don Vedro 
Mexia his opprtffingof the poore. And as for thy guardingmeeto St; John de Vlhua, 

I conjure thee by JelusChrift whom thouknoweftl hold in my hands, not to ule 
here any violence in Gods houfe , from whofe Altar 1 am refolved not to depart; take 
heed God punilh theenot as he did Jeroboam for ftretching forth his hand at the Altar 
againft the Prophe ; let his withered hand remind thee of thy duty. But Tiroll Putte¬ 
red him not to (quandef away the time and ravell it out with further preaching, but 
called to the Altar a Preilt whom he had brought for that purpofe,and commanded him 
in the Kings name to take the Sacrament out of the Arch-biffiops hand; which the 
Preilt doing, theArch-bifhopunvefted himfelfe of his Pontificals, and( though with 
many repetitions of the Churches immunity ) yeelded himfelfe unto Tiroll, and ta¬ 
king his leave of all his Prebends, requiring them to bee witnefles of what had been 
done, he werit prifoner to John de Vlhua, where he was delivered to the cuftody 
of the GoVernourof the Cattle, and not many daies after was Pent in a fhip prepa¬ 
red for that putpofe to Spaine totheKingandCouflcell,wkhafull charge of all his 
carriages and rtiiidemeahOUfs. Some of the City of tMexico in private began to talks 
ftrangely againft the Viceroy, and tt> ftomacke the baniffiment of their Arch-biffiop, 
becaufe he had flood out againft fo high a power in defence of the poore and opprefled, 
and thefe their private grudges they foone vented in publike with bold and arrogant 
fpeeches againlt Don Pedro Jldexia, and the Viceroy, being fet on and incouraged by 
the Preiltsartd Prebends, who it ftems had fworne blind obedience to their Arch-Pre¬ 
late, and therewith thought they fcbtild difpence with their confeiences in their obedi¬ 
ence and duty to their Magitttate. Thusdid thofe Incendiaries for a fortnight together 
blowthefireof feditiOnStud rebellion, efpecially amongtttheinferiour fort of people 
and the Cfiolians or native Spaniard ],and the Indians and Mulatto’s, whom they knew 
brooked not the feVere and rigorous jtlftice and judgement ofthe Viceroy , no nor any 
Government that was appointed over them from Spaine ; untill at the fortnights end, 
T iroll returned from St. John de Vlhua ; and then began the fpite and malice of all the 
maltcontertts tobreake out, then began a fire of mutiny to be kindled, which was 
thought would have conlumed and buried in afficS that great and famous City. Tiroll 
Was not a little jealous of what mifehiefe the common rabble intended againft him,and 
fo kept clofe,not dating to walke the ftreets; yet his occafions inviting him to the Vice¬ 
roy his palace, ventured himfelfe in a Coach with drawnecurtaines, which yet could 
not blind the eyes of the fpightfull and malicious male-contents, who had nodeethat 
he was in the Coach, and before he could get to the market place, threeorfotir boyes 
began to cry our, Judas, Judas, aBa va Judas,t here gocth Judas that laid his hands 
upon Chritts Vicar; others joyned with them faying, ahmquemos a ejie Judas, let us 
hang up this Judas ; the number of boyes yet increafed, crying aloud and boldly af¬ 
ter the Goach , Jhlttt ra el P'ellaco defcomftlgado la muerte de Judas , muera el pica- 
ro, muera el perro, let this excommunicated rogue and dog die the death of Judas ; 
the Coach-man ljffied the mules, the Coach potted, the boyes hatted after with ftones 
and dirt, the number increafed fo that before T iroB could get through two ftreets only, 
there Were rifen above two hundred boyes, of Spaniardj, Indians, Black-mores , and 
Mulatto’s. With much adoe Tiroll got to the Viceroy his Palace, potting for his 
life, and his firft care was to with the Portersto (hut all the Palace gates: For he was 
fearful! of whatprdently happened, of a more generall infurreftion and uproar.For 
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nofoonerwas hee got into the Viceroy his hoafe,and the gates Ih'Jt Up, but there were 
gathered to the Marketplace (as I was credibly informed by thofe that faw and ob- 
feived diligently that daies trouble ) above two thoufand people,all of inferiourrank 
and quality ; and yet the number (till inereafed till they were judged to bee about fix 
or feven thoufand.They all cried out for TiroU the jW<#r,fparing neither ftones nor dirt 
which they did Bing at the Palace windowes. 

The Viceroy fent ameflage to them dcfiringthem to be quiet, and tobetake them» 
felves to their houfes, certifying them that TiroU was not in his Palace, butefcaped 
out of a back doore. The rude multitude would not bee fatisfied with this, being now 
fet on by two or three Priefts who were Joyned with them, and fo they began more 
violently to batter the Palace gates and walls, having brought pikes, and holbards, 
and long poles; others had got a few Piftols,and birding Peeces, wherewith they (hot^ 
not caring whom they killed or wounded in the Palace. It was wonderftill to fee 
that none of the better fort, none of the Judge*,no high Juftice, noinferiour Officers 
durft or would come out to fupprefle the multitude, or to aflift the Viceroy being in 
fo great danger; nay I was told by fame fhopkeepers who lived in the Market placej 
that they made a’laughing bufineffe of it,and the people that paffied by went fmiling and 
faying, Let the boyes and youogfters alone, they will wright our wrongs, they will 
find out before they have done, both Tirol! and tMexia and him that protefts them, 
meaning the Viceroy ;butamongft them was muchnoted one Priefi,named 5 a/i»a<r,who 
fpent much (hot and bullets, and more his fpirits in running about to fpic fome 
placed advantage, which hee might fooneft batter downe. They found it feemes 
theprifon doores eafierto open, or elfe with helpe within they opened them, and 
let out all the ma’efa&ors, who joyned with them to aflault the Palace. The Viceroy 
feeing no helpe came to him from the City, from his friends, from the Judges of 
the Chancery, from the Kings high Juftices, nor other Officers for the peace, went 
up to the Z sties of his Palace with his Guard and Servants that attended on him,and let 
up the Roy all Standard,and caufed a Trumpet to beefounded to call the City to ayde 
and affilt their King. Butchis prevailed not, none ftirred, all the chiefofthe City kept 
within doores. And when the multitude faw the Royall Standard out, and heard the 
Kings name from the Z otits , they cryed out, and often repeated it, Viva el Rex , mu- 
era el m il gevierno, mtteran los des comulgados, that is to fay. Our King live long, but 
let the evill government die, andperifh, and let them die that are excommunicated. 

Thefe words faved many of them from hanging afterwards, when the bufineffe was 
tried and fearched into by Don CMminde Carrillo. And with thefe words in their 
mouths, they skirmifhed with them of the Zoties at lead three houres, they above hur¬ 
ling downe ftones, and they beneath hurling up to them and fome (hooting with a 
few Piftols and birding peeces at one another: and marke that in all this bitter skir- 
mift) there was not a peece of Ordnance (hot, for the Viceroy had none for the defence 
of his Palace or Perfon, neither had or hath that great City any for its ftrengch and 
fecurity, the Spaniards living feartlcfie of the Indians, and fas they thinke) fecure 
from being annoyed by any forrainc Nation. There were (lain in about fix houres in 
all that this tumult laited, feven or eight beneath in the Market place, and one 
of theViceroy hisGuardand a pagein the Zoties above. The day drawing to an 
end, the multitude brought pitch and fire, and firft fired the prifon, then they 
fet on fire part of the Palace, and burnt downe the chief gate. This made fome 
of the City, of the Gentry, and of the Judges to come out, left the fire {hould pre¬ 
vail farre upon the City, and toperfwade the people to defifi^ and toquenchthe fire. 
Whiled thefire wasquenching, many got into the Palace, fome fell upon the Vice- 
royes Itables, and there got part of his mules and horfes rich furnitures,others began 
to fall upon fome cheils, others to teare down the hangings, but (they were foone 
perfwadtd by the better fort of the City, to defift from fpoile or robbery, left by that 
they fhould bee difeovered; other fearched about for *Don Pedro Mexia, for TiroU 
and the Viceroy. None of them could bee found,having dilguifed themfeives and fo 
efcaped. Whither Don Pedro Mexia and Tiroll went, it could not bee knowen in 
manydayes; butcertaine it was that the Viceroy difguifed htmfelfe in a Francifcan 
habit, and Vo incompany of a Fryer went through themultitude to the Cloifter of 
the Francifcans, where hee abode all that yeer, (and there Ifaw him the yeere after)' 
not daring to come out, untill hechad informed the King and Gounfell of Spain $ 
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with what hath happened, and of the danger himfelte and the City was in, if not 
timely prevented. The KingandCounfellof Spain took the bufinefle to confidera- 
tion, and looked upon it as a warning peece, to afurther mutiny and rebellion,and 
an example to other parts of America to follow upon any fuch like occalion, if 
Tome punilhment were notinfli&ed upon the chief offendors. Wherefore the yeere 
following 1625. which was whenl went tothole parts, the Kingfenta new Vice¬ 
roy theMarquts of Serralvo to govern in the place of the Conut o fGeluej, andefpeci- 
ally to aid and aflift Don Martin de Carrillo aPrieft, and Inquifltor of the Inquiiition 
of Valladolidy who was lent with large Commiflion and authority to examine the 
forefaid tumult and mutiny, and to judge all offenders that Ihould be found in it, yea 
and to hangup fuch as Ihould deferve death. I was ztMexico in the beft time of the 
tryall, and had intelligence from ‘Don Martin de Carrillo his owne Ghoftly father a 
Dominican Fryer ofthe chief paffagesin the examination of the bufinefle; and the 
refiilt was, that if Juftice Ihould have beene executed rightly, moft of the prime of 
Mexico would have fuffered, for not comming in to the Royall Standard, when cal¬ 
led by the found of the Trumpet- the Judges fome were put out of their places, though 
they anfwered that they durft not ftirre out, for that they were informed that all the 
City would have rifenagainftthem if they had appeared in publick. The chief a&ors 
were found to bee the Crioliansor Natives of the Countrey,who doe hate the Spanijh 
Government, and all fuch as come from Spain-, and reafon they have for it, for by 
them they are much opprefled, as I have before obferved, and are and will bee al- 
wayes watching any opportunity to free themfelves from the Spanijh yoke. But the 
chief fomenters of the mutiny were found to bee the Bifhops party the Preifts; and 
Co had not Salazar and three more of them fled, they had certainly been fent to the 
Gallies of Spain for Galley flaves 5 this judgment was publifhed again!! them. There 
were not above three or foure hanged offomany thoufands, and their condemnati¬ 
on was for things which they had ftollenoutof the Viceroys Palace. And becaufc 
further inquiry into the rebellion would have brought in atleafthalfthe City either for 
a&ors, or councilors, or fomentors, the King was well adviftdto grant a general! 
pardon. The Archbifhops proceedings were more difliked in the Court of Spain, 
then theViceroyes,and was long without any preferment; though, at laft that there 
might be no exceptions taken by his party, nor caufe given for a further ftirring the em¬ 
bers to a greater combuftion,the Councel thought fitto honor him in thofe parts where 
hee was born* and to make him Bifliop of Zamora a fmall Eifhoprick in Call He - fo 
that his wings were dipt, and from Archbifhop he e came to bee but Bifliop, and 
from threefcorethoufandCrownes yeerdy rent he fell to foure orfivethoufandonely 
a yeere. The count of Gelnes was alfo!entto Spain , and well entertained in the 
Court, and therein made Maher of the Kings horfe, which in Spainis a Noblemans 
preferment. 

And this Hiftory (hewing the hate and condition of Mexico , when I travelled to 
thofe parts! have willingly fet down, that the Reader may by it bee furr.iflied with 
better obfervations then my felf (who am but a Neophyte) am able to deduft. Some¬ 
what might bee obferved from the Viceroyes covetoufneffe; which doubtleffe in all 
is a greatTrane, for as Tanl well advifeth, 1 Tim. 6 . 10. The love of mony is the root of 
all will -, but much more to bee condemned in a Prince or Governour, whom it may 
blind in the exercife of Juftice and Judgment, and harden thofe tender bowels 
(which ought to bee m him)of a father and fhepheard to his flock and children. Wee 
may yetfromthis Viceroyes practice and example againftachiefehead of the Romijb 
Church, difcover that errour of the Preifts and Jefuites of England t xvho perfwade the 
people here that no temporall Magiftrate hath power over them, and that to lay hands 
onthemin wrath and anger (being as they fay Confecrated to God and his Altar) 
is tpfofa£lc -a.deep excommunication; whereas wee fee the contrary in this Viceroy a 
member of the Church of W and yet exercifing his temporall power again!! an 
Arch-Biftiop, and by TiroU taking him from the Church, and as his prifonef fending 
him with juft wrath and anger to a forraine and remote place of baniftiment. But 
laftly it is my dehre that the High and Honorable Court of Parliament which nowis 
fatting forthe good of this Kingdome, and for the good of it hath already pulled 
downethe Hierarchy of fuch Prelates and Archprelates, would looke upon thetrou- 
blc and uproare which the keys of thcChurch in the hand of an undifereet Preift 
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brought upon that City of Mexico. Certainly as the ftrength of the Church well 

fetled, and governed with fubordination to the Magiftrate, is likewife the ftrength 
of the Common-wealth ; fo on the other fide thepower of the Keyes in the Clergies 
hand to call out what inceftuous Corinthian theypleafe, without the reft of the Cor in- 
thiam content, i Car. 5.4,5. may prove dangerous and troublefome to the Common- 
weale and good. Fonfthe Clergy may ufe by itfelfe, without the overfeeing eye of 
the Magistrates Commiffioners, the power of the keyes- who (hall bee free from 
their cenfures, thatany way will oppofe them ? Thepoor and ignorant will notonely 
bee the objeft of their cenfures, but the rich and wife and noble. Ruler and Magi¬ 
ftrate will alfo come under their cenfures ; wherein Ifinde a Minifter may then as a 
Pope encroach upon the higheft Crowne of an Emperour. Nay certainly in England 
the thoughts of fomefuch afpiring Minifters have been higher then the thoughts of 
this Arch-Bilhop of Mexico over a Viceroy, the conceipt of their power with the 
Keyes have hoifed them above their Prince, fori have heard one of them fay,he knew 
not but that by the power of the keyeshee might as well excommunicate the King as 
any other private perfon. This conceit hath made the Pope of Rome feare no earthly 
Prince, Emperour, Ruler or Magiftrate, nay this hath made him to bee feared and 
refpefted and honoured by Kings and Princes, And why may not the fame power in 
the hands of a Proteftant Clergy, make the meaneft and the higheft to feare and dread 
them? But fome will fay, the Word ofGod being the Touchftone wherewith they 
are to try what points may be the fubjetts of their cenfures, by fuch a light and gui¬ 
dance theyarenot liketoerre. But they then being themfelves the Judges of the fenfe 
and meaningof the Word, who (hall oppofe their judgment, and their enfuirigcen- 
lures What ifto their triall and judgment they lhall bring any Lawenafted by a 
High Court of Parliament,and (hall judge it not according to the Word ofGod and fo 
preiTe it to the peoples confcienees; threatning with their cenfures fuch as (hall obey it? 
in (uch a cafe how may the power of the keyes unlock and open a.doore to the peo¬ 
ple of rebellion againft their lawfull Magiftrates ? Oh what dangers may befall a 
Common-wealth, when thus the Clergy (hall (land over poor and rich Subject and 
Magiftrate, as ^errftatue at Rome, with CrolTe-keyes in his hand? What a rebelli¬ 
on did the Archbifhop of Mexico caufe by excommunicating Don Pedro Mtxia firft, and 
then the Viceroy ? and how did the people fear his keyes more then their Viceroys 
tcmporall power and authority, fiding with him againft fuch as hee had excommu- 
nicated? What troubles did that Doftor Smith Bifhop ot Chalet don bring among the 
Papifts, jmall and great ones,not longagoe here in E«gW, laying upon them by the 
power of the Keyes a cenfure of Excommunication, ifthey confefied to, or did en- 
tertaine and hisare the MafTe of any, that had not derived their authority from him? 
Then were they in open rebellion one againft another ; the fecular Preifts againft the 
Monkes, Fryers, and Jefuites, and the Laity all troubled, fome fiding with one,and 
lome with another, untill Do&or Smith having thus kindled the fire, was faine to 
leave it burning,and to betake himfelf to Paris, 2nd from thence to foment the diflen- 
tion which with power of the Keyes hee had caufedhere. 

OhfurelytheChurch fo far is a good Mother, as it allowes a Magiftrate to bea Fa- 
“ cr * And great comfort have thofe that live within the pale of the Church, to know 
that chey have the Magiftrate a Father to flye unto in their prefTures anddifcomfortf, 

I mult ingenuoufly confefle that one maine point that brought me from the Church 
of Rome, was the too too great power of the Keyes in the Popes, Bifhops, and Preifts 
hands, who ftudying more felfe Policy, then common Policy, Iooke upon the peo- 
j 5 if nt ^ t ^ lc * r power deale with them more as their fiibje&s, then aspoliticall 
Members in a Common-wealth,rending and tearing them daily by their cenfures from 
that common and Politicall body to which they belong, without any hopes of care 
to bee had cf them by their Magiftrate and Politicall head and Governour. And I 
hope I (hall not have fled from Antichrift who exalteth himfelfas head of the Church, 
and from that power hath his influence over all State and Politicall Heads and Rulers , 
to find in a Proteftant Church any of his fpirit, making a diftinftion of a fpirituall 
and temporal! head,forgetting the onely head Chrift Jefus; which were it once grant¬ 
ed 9 as the fpirit is more noble then the body, fo would the inference (bon bee made, 
that they that are over the fpirit,are higher in power then they that areoverthe body* 
which conclufion would fa on bring Mtxitott troubles among Proteftant?. Experi- 
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ence in all my travails by lea and land,in moft parts of Europe and of America, hath ever 
taught mee, that where the Clergy hath been too much exalted and enjoyed power o- 
ver the people, there the Common-wealth hathfoon fallen into heavy preflures and 
troubles! And lecnot this my obfervation feem ftrangeas coming from aMinifter', 
for 1 have learned from Chri {f,Mattb‘ 20.25,26,27. That the Princes of the Gentiles exer- 
cife Dominion, and they that are great exercife authority. But it fkall not beefo among you, iut 
rvbofuever trill bee great among Jou, let him bee your Minifter j and tthofoever will bee chiefe 
amongyou, let him beyour Servant. 

I hope the High Court of Parliament will fo fettlethe Church and State here that this 
(hall notfeare any further troubles from that; and that wee who have our portion 
from the one, may bee Minillers and Servants under theCommiflioners of the other. 
And thus largely I have d.fcribed the State and condition of Mexico in ;the time of 
Montezuma, and fince his death the manner and proportion of it, with the troubled 
condition I found ic in when I went thither, by reafon of a mutiny and rebellion 
caufed by an Arch Bilhop the yeer before. I (hall now come out of Mexico, and 
prefent unto you the places moft remarkable about i: ; and from thence the feverall parts 
and Countries of America, before I betake my felf to the journey which I made from 
Mexico to Guatemala, lying nine hundred Englijh miles Southward, and from thence 
yet to Cofiarica , aud Nicoya^ being nine hundred miles further towards the South. 


CHAP. XIII. 


Shewing the fever all farts of this new World 0/* America; and the places 
of note about the famous City 0/Mexico. 

Lthough my travailes by Sea and Land in America were not above three or 
foure thou (and miles (which is not thefiftpartofit, if exa&ly compafled) 
yet for the better compleating of this my worke I thought fit to inlarge 
my (elftoafulldivifion of the many and fun dry parts thereof, here firft in 
generall; and hereafter more in particular of thofe parts wherein I lived twelve yeeres, 
and of thofe w hich I more exactly noted and obferved as I travailed and pafled through 
them. The chief divifion therefore of this greateft part of the World, is twofold 
onely, to wit, the Mexicans, and the Pcruan parts , which containe many great and 
fundry Provinces and Countries/ome as big as our whole Kingdom o {England. But 
Mexico giving name tohal k America, is now called Nova Hifpania, new Spain,f rom 
whence the Kings of Spain doe ftile them(thes,Hifpaniamm Reges. The Mexican part 
containeth chiefly the Northern Traft, and comprehendeth thefe Provinces hitherto 
knowne and difeovered, to wit, M<xico,guivira,Nicaragua, Jucatan, Florida, Virginia, 
Norumb>ga,NuVa Francia, CorteriaUr, and Efiotilandia. The compafle of this part of 
Amenca is thirteen thoufand miles. The Peruan part containeth all the Southern 
l ract, and is tyed to the Mexican by the Iftbmus or ftrait of Darien , being no more 
then 17. or as others fay, in the narrowed place but 12.miles broad from the North to 
the bouth Sea. And many have mentioned to the Councell of Spain, the cutting 
of a Navigable Channell through this fraall Ifibmut, foto (horten the Voiage to China. 
and the Moluccoer. But the Kings of Strain have nni- ac A™ 
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ledge have before me difeovered. and becaufe fome ofthem being out of the Spaniard? 
reach and dominion,from whom 1 have received my belt intelligence,! have from them 
had little notice of them, nor experience, which indeed I intend to make my bed guide 
in this my worke. Therefore to returne again to the Mexican part, and the 
Northern Traft, I (ball fall again upon the firtt and chiefe member of that divifion, 
which I faid was Mexico. This aboundeth with golden fanded rivers,in which are ma¬ 
ny Crocodiles (though not fo bigasthofeof Egypt') which the Indian people eat. 
Itgloriethin the mountaineS Topocbampecbe, and *Popocatepec, which are of the fame 
nature with JEtna and Vefuvius. Nay all the way South-ward as farre as Leon in Nica¬ 
ragua^ there are many of thefe fiery mountaincs. But Popceatepec is one of the 
chiefe of them, which fignifieth a hillof fmoake, for many times it cadeth out 
fmoake and fire; it dandeth eight leagues from Cbolotfj^ the afeending up unto it is 
very troublefome, and full of craggie rocks. When Cortez, paffed that way to Mexi¬ 
co, he lent ten Spaniards to view it, with many Indians to carry their vi&Uals, and to 
guide them in the way. They approached fo nigh the top, that they heard fuch ater- 
rible noyfe which proceeded from thence, that they durft not goe unto it, for the 
ground did tremble and (hake, and great quantity of afhes did much didurb their way. 
But yet two of them who feemed to be mod hardie, and deiirous to fee drange things; 
went up to the top, becaufe they would not returnwith a fleevelefie anfwer, and that 
they might not be accounted cowards, leaving their fellowes behind them, proceeded 
forwards, and palled through that defart of afhes, and at length came under a great 
fmoake very thick, and dandingthtrea while, the daiknefTevanifhed partly away, and 
then appeared the Vulcan and concavity, which is about halfe a league in compafle, 
put of the which the airecame rebounding with a very great noife, very thrill and whitt¬ 
ling, fo that the whole hill did tremble; itwaslikeunto an oven where glafleismade. 
The fmoake and heat was fo great that they could not abide it, and of force Were con¬ 
tained to return by the way that they had afeended. But they were not gone farre; 
whenthe Vulcan began to flafh out flames of fire, afhesand embers, yeaand at thelad 
don?S of burning fire , and if they had not chanced to find a rocke, under which they 
fhadowed themfclves, undoubtedly they had there been burned. It is like unto the 
Vulcan of Sicilia , it is high and round, and never wantethfnow about fome part of 
it. Before the coming of Cortez for ten yeers fpace it had left off expelling vapour or 
fmoake; but in the yecr 1540. it began again to bum, and with the horrible noyfe 
thereof, the people that dwelt four leagues from it were terrified; the afhes that pro¬ 
ceeded then from it reached to Tlaxcallanyw hich ftandeth ten leagues diftant from it• 
yea fome affirmethatit extended fifteen leagues diftant, and burned the herbs in the 
gardens, thecorneinthe fields, and clothes that lay a drying. And many fuch hils and 
mountaines doth this Mexican partof America , or new Spainc abound with. The li¬ 
mits of itareontheEaft, Jucatart , and thegulfe of Mexico , on the Weft Californio, on 
the South the Peruanyatt. The Northern bounds areunknowne, fo that we cannot 
certainly avow this America to be continent, nor certainly affirme it to be an Ifland, 
diftiugnifhed from the old world. It was very populous before the arrivall of the Spa¬ 
niards, whoinfeventecn yeers flew fix millions of them, roafting fome, plucking out 
the eyes, cutting off the arms of others, and caftingthem living tobe devoured of 
wilde bcafts. This chiefc Province of America named Mexico, is further fubdivided 
into four parts, that is to fay, Tbemifiitan, Nova Galicia, Mecboaean, and Guafia- 
eban. T&swj/jtadttisthegreateftandnobleftof thefefoure; for that it containethfixf 
Cities, and of them one is Mexico, which giveth name to the halfe part of America, 
and is the feat of an Arch-bifhop, and of the Spinifb Viceroy, whofc greatneffe with¬ 
in I have before laid open ; thefecond Cicyis La Puebla de los Angeles ^ the City of 
Angels, the third Villarucas, the fourth Antitbero\ the fifth Meccioca^ thefixth Oito- 
pan. But all thefe,excepting the two firft,are but final! places, named Cicties formerly, 
for that rhz Spaniards thought to have made them Bifhops feats, which they have not 
been able to performe, by reafon that Mexico and the Cicy of Angels hath drawne to 
them the chiefe trading , and moftof the inhabitants of the other foure. Efpecially 
the refort to Mexico is fo great,that all the Townes about ( which formerly were of In¬ 
dians _)are now inhabited by Spaniards and Meftizoes. I may not omit about Mexicox. hac 
famous place of Cbapultepec, which in the fteathens times was the burying place of the 
Emperours; and now by the Spaniards is the ElCUri dl of America , where the Vice- 
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rovesthatdie are alfo interred. There is a lumptuous palace built with many fair gar¬ 

dens and devifeS of waters, andpondsof fi(b, whither the Viceroy t sand the gentry 
oiMexico do refort for their recreation. The riches here belonging to the Viceroyes 
Chappell are thought to be worth above a million of crownes^ 

Tacttba is alfo apleafant Towne full of orchards and gardens, in the very way to 
Cbapulteptc. South-ward is 7 VW,rich alfo for trading, but above all much mentio¬ 
ned for the Bacon, which is the belt of all thofe parts,and is tranfported far and nfeer. 
Weft-ward is th Towne called, LaPiedad at the end of a Cawfey, whither the 
people ranch refbrt from Mexico , being drawri to the fuperftitious worlhip of a pi&ure 
of Mary, which hath been enriched by the chiefe of Mexico with many thoufand 
pounds worth of gifts of chaines, andcrownesof gold. 

r But more Northweft- ward three leagues from Mexico is the pleafanteft place of all 
that are about Mexico , called La Soledad , and by others el defierto, the folitary or defect 
place and wilderneffe. Were all wilderneffes like it* to livein a wilderneffe would be 
better then to live in a City. This hath been a device of poor Fryers named difealced, 
or barefooted Carmelites, who to make Ihew of their hypocriticall and apparent god- 
iinefle, and that whilft they would bethought to livelike Eremites, retired from the 
world, they may draw the world unto them ; they have built there a {lately Cloiller, 
which being upon a hill and among recks makes it to be more admired. About the 
Cloifter they bavefaftioned out many holts and Caves in, under,and amdrgthe rocks, 
like Eremites lodgings, with a room to lie in,and an Oratory to pray in,with pi&ures, 
and Images, and rare devices for mortification, asdifeiplinesof wyar, rods of iron, 
haire-cloths, girdles with (harp wyar pointes to girdle about their bare flefb, and ma¬ 
ny fuch like toyes which hang about their Oratories,to make people admire their mor¬ 
tified and holy lives. All thefe Eremeticall holes and caves ( which arefome ten in all) 
are within the bounds and compafle of the Cloifter ) and among orchards and gardens 
full of fruits and flowers, which-may take up two miles compafle; and here among 
the rockesare many fprings of water, which with the (hade of the plantins and other 
trees, are moftcoole and pleafant to the Eremites; they have alfo the Iwcet fmell of 
the rofe and jazmin, which is a little flower , but the fweeteft of all others; there is 
notany other flowertobefouud that israre andexquifitein that countrey, which is 
not in that wilderneffe todelight the fenfes of thole mortified Eremites. They are 
weekly changed from the Cloifter, and when their weeke is ended , others are lent, and 
they returnunto their Cloifter;they carry with them theirbottles of wine,fweet-meats, 
and other provifion; as for fruits the trees about do drop them into their mouthes. Ic 
is wonderfull to fie the ftrange devifes of fountains of water which are about the gar¬ 
dens; but much more ftrange and wonderfull to fie the refort of Coaches, and gallants, 
and Ladies, and Citizens from Mexico thither, to walke and make merry in thofe defart 
pleafores, and to fee thofe hypocrites, whom they Iooke upon as living Saints, and lb 
think nothing too good for them, to cherifli themin theirdefart confliSs with Satan. 
None goes to them but carries fome fweet- meats, or feme other dainty difh to nourifh 
and feed them withall; whofe prayers they likewife earneftly folicite, leaving them 
great almes of mony for their mafles; and above all, offering to a pifture in their 
Church, called our Lady of Carmel, treafures of .diamonds, pearles, golden chaines and 
crownes, and gownes of cloth of gold and filver. Before this pifture did hang in my 
time twenty lampes of filver; theworftof them being worth a hundred pound; tiue- 
ty Satan hath given unto them what he offered Chrift in the defart, All thefe things wil 
I give thee if thou wilt fall down and worfbipme; all the dainties and of all the riches 
of America hath he given unto them in that their defart, for that they daily fall downe 
andworfhiphim. In the way to this place there is another Towne yet called Tactt- 
baja } where is a rich Cloifter of Francifeans,and alfo many gardens and orchards, 
but above all much referred to for themufickeinthatChurcb, wherein the Friers have 
made the Indians fo dexterous andfkilfull, thatrhey darecompare with the Cathedrall 
Churchof Mexico. Thefe were the chiefe places of mine and my friends refort, whilft 
I abode about Mexico , which I found to bemoft worth a Hiftory, and fo thought fit 
here to infert them, and fo paffe on totbe other parts or Provinces of Mexico. 

Next to this is the Province of Guajiachan } which lieth in the rede from St. John de 
Vlbua to Mexico , which is not fo poore as Beylin maketh it,for that now it doth abound 
with many rich farmes of Sugar-and of Cochinil, and rcacheth as farre as the Valley 
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of Guaxaca which is a raoftrich place.! he chiefeCity of this Province was wont to be 
Tlaxcallati^vo hereof I have formerly fpoken; but now the City of Guaxaca which is a 
Biftops feat,and Xalappa which is alfo of late made a Biftops feat, make? it more famous, 
glories alfo in Villa Rica a PortTowne very wealthy, btcaufe all the traffique betwixt 
the Old and New Spains do pafle through it.Th e Spaniards have in it two rich Colonies, 
called Pamico , and St. James in the valleys. The third Province of Mexico is called 
CMecbvjcan, which concaineth in circuit fourfeore leagues. It is alfo an exceeding rich 
countrey, abounding in Mulberry trees, filk , hony, wax, black-amber, works of 
divers coloured feathers,moit rich,rare,and exquifite,and fuch (tore of fifh, that from 
thence it tookc its name, Mccbuottcan, which fignifieth a place of fifhing. 

The langnage of the Indians ismolt elegant and copious, and they tall , ftrohg, a- 
ftive, and of very good wits, as may be feen in all'their workes, but efpecially in thofe 
of feathers, which are fo curious, that they are prefented for rich prefents to the 
Kingand Nobles of Spaint. Thechiefe City of this Province is FaBadolfd a, Bil-hops- 
feat; and the belt Townes are Sinfonte, which was the refidence of the Kings of this 
countrey. There is alfo Pafcuar and Celima very great Townes inhabited by Indians and 
Spaniards. There are alfo two good havens, called St. Anthony , and St. lames, or 
Santiago. This country of Mecboacan was almofl as great as the Empire of Mexico, 
when Carre* conquered thofe parts. The King that was then of Mecboacan was cal¬ 
led Caconzin , who was a great friend unto Cortez, and a fervitor to the Spaniards , and 
willingly yeeldedhimfelfe as vaflall to the King of Spline-, yet fuch was the cruelty of 
Don Kunio de Guzman, the firit Ruler and Prefident of the Chancery of Mexico after 
the conquefl, that undemanding he was put out of his office, he tooke his journey 
againft iheTendncbimccas, and carried in his company five hundred Spaniards , with 
whom and fix thouland Indians which by force he tooke out of Adechaacan, he conque¬ 
red Xilixco which is now called the new Galicia. And as for this purpofe hee pafied 
through Mecboacan , he tooke prifoner the King Caconzin, ( who was quiet and peace¬ 
able and ftirred not againft him ) and tooke from him ten thoufand markes of plate, 
and much gold and other treafure, and afterwards burned him, and many other Indi- 
dian Gentlemen and principall perfons of that Kingdome,becaufe they (hould not eom- 
plaine, faying that a dead dog bitethnot. They were in this Kingdome is fuperllid- 
ous and idolatrous as in the reft of America, Nq divorcement was permitted amongft 
them, except the party made a (blemn oath, thatthey looked notthe one on theother 
ftedfaftly and dire&Iy at the time of their marriage. In the burying like wife of their 
Kings they were fuperftitious, cruell, and Idolatrous. When any King of Mecboa - 
can happened to be brought to fuch extremity of fickneffe that hope of life was paftj 
then did he name and appoint which of his fons (hould inherit the ftate and Crown, 
and being known the new King or heir prefintly fent for all the Governours,Captains, 
and valiant foiridiers,who had any office or charge, to come unto theburiallof his fa¬ 
ther, and he that came not, from thenceforth washeld fora Traitour, andfopuni- 
ffied. When the death of the old King wascertairie, then came all degrees of eftates, 
and did bring their prefents to the new King for the approbation of his Kingdome: 
But if the King were not throughly dead, but at the point of death, then the gates 
were (but in, and nonepermitted to enter; and if he were throughly dead , then be 
gan a generall cry and mourning* and they were permitted to come where their dead 
King lay, and to touch him with their hands. This being done the carkafle was waft¬ 
ed with fweet waters, and then a fine (hire put upon him, and a pay re of (liooes arnde 
of Dear skinne put on his feet, and about his ankles were tied bells of gold , about 
the wriftsof his hands were put bracelets of Turkifesand of gold likewifc. about his 
neck they did hang collars of pretious ftonesandalfoof gold, and rings in his eares, 
with a great Turkhein his neither lip. Then his body was laid upon a large Beere 
whereon was placed a good bed under him; on his one fide lay a bow with a quiver 
of arrowes, and on his other fide lay an Image made of fine mantles of his ©wn (ta- 
tureorbignetfe, with a great tuffc of fine feathers, ftooes upon his feet, with brace¬ 
lets and a collar of gold,While this was a doing,others were bufied in wafting the men 
and women, which ftould be flain for to accompany him into hell. Thefe wretches 
that were to be {lain, were firit banqueted and filled with d«nke,becau(e they ftould re¬ 
ceive their death with lefts paine. The new King did appoint thofe who ftould die for 
to fervs the King his father; and rainy of thofe Ample foules adeemed that death fo 
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odious for a thing of immortall glory. Firft fix Gentlewomen of noble birth were 
appointed to die; the one to have the office of keeper of bis jewels, which he was 
wont to weare; anotherfor the office of cup-bearer; another to give him waterwitha 
bafon and Ewer ; another to give him alwaies the Urinall; another tobe hisCooke; 
and another to ferve for Landrefs. They flew alfomany women,flaves,and free-maidens 
for to attend upon the Gentlewomen,and moreover one of every occupation within 
the City. When all thefe that were appointed to die were wafhed, and their bellies lull 
with meat and drinke, then they painted their faces yellow, and put garlands of fweet 
flowers upon each of their heads. Then they went in order of proceffion before the 
Beere , whereon the dead King was carried ; home went playing on inftruments made 
of Snail (hells, and others played ujpon bones and (hells of Sea Tortois, others wjenc 
whittling, and the moft part weeping. The fons of the dead King and other Noble men 
carried upon their (houlders the Beere where the Corps lay, and proceeded with an ea- 
lie pace towards the Temple of the God called Curicaveri 5 his kinfmenwent rounda¬ 
bout the Beer finginga forrowfull fong. The officers and houfhold-fervants of the 
Court, with other Magiftrates and Rulers of jnftice bare the Standards and divers o- 
ther Arms. And about midnight they departed in the order aforefaid out of the Kings 
Palace with great light of fire-brands, and with a heavy noyfeof their trumpets and 
drummes. The Citizens which dwelt where the Code palled, attended to make clea n 
theftreet. And when they were come to the Temple, they went four times round a- 
bouta great fire which was prepared of Pine tree to burn the dead body. Then the Beer 
was laid upon the fire, and in the meane while that the body was burning,they mawled 
with a club thofe which had the garlands, and afterward buried them four and four 
as they were apparelled behind the Temple. The next day in the morning the afhes, 
bones and jewels weregathered and laid upon a rich mantle, the which was carried to 
the Temple gate, where the Preifts attended to blefTe thofe divellifh reliques, whereof 
they madeadoworpafte, and thereof an Image, which was apparelled like a man, 
withaviforon his face, and all other forts of jewels that the dead King was wont to 
weare,fo that it feemed a gallant Idoll. At the foot of the Temple ftaires they opened 
a grave ready made,which was fquare, large, two fadome deepe,it was alfo hanged with 
new mats roundabout, and a faire bed therein,in the which one of the Preitts placed 
the Idoll made of afhes with his eyes towards theEaft part, and did hang round about 
the walls Targets of gold and filver,with bowes and arrows, and many gallant tuffes of 
feathers with earthen veflels,as pots, diffies, and platters,fo that the grave was filled up 
with houffiold-ftuffe, cheftscovered with leather, a pparell, Jewels, meate drinke and 
armour. This done, the grave was (hut up and made fure wish beames, boardes, and 
floored with earth on the top. All thofe Gentlemen who had (erved or touched any 
thing in the burial], waffied themfelves and went to dinner in the Court or yard of the 
Kings houfe without any table, and having dined they wiped their hands upon certain 
lockesof Cotton-wooll, hanging dovrne their heads, and not fpeaking any word, 
except it were to aske for drinke. This ceremonie endured five daies, and in all that 
dime no fire was permitted to be kindled in the City, except in the Kings houfe and 
Temples, nor yet any corne was ground, or market kept, nor any durft goe out of 
their houfes, (hewing all the forrow thatmight be poffible for the death of their King. 
And this was the (uperftitious manner of burying the Kings of M echoacan. This people 
did puniffiadultery moft rigoroufly ; for to commit it was death as well for the man as 
the woman. But if the adulterer were a Gentleman, his head was decked w ith fea¬ 
thers, and after that he was banged, and his body burned ; and for this offence was 
no pardon, either for man or woman. But for avoiding of adultery thev did permit o- 
ther common women, but no publike and ordinary ftewes. Now the Indians of Me- 
eboaean are greatly taken with the popiffi devices,and are ftrong in that religion,as any 
part ©t America, 

The fourth and laft Province of the Countrey or Empire of Mexico, is called GalicU 
nova ..and is; watered with two very great rivers, the one named Fiaft/e, and the other 
banSanbafiian. This Province glorieth in many great Townes of Indians■ butefpe- 
ciaHy in ^inhabited both by Indians and Spaniards • the firft and chiefeft is Xdijco , 
aken ^ fuma de Guzman 153} o. ;W hen he fled from Mexico in a rage, and tooke prifo- 
rL ft b rt r r d th « y/' ng oi -^ oacM - Thefecondis Guadalajara The third Coanum. 
The fourth Cmp.Jte/1*. The fifth, St, Efpirit. The fxth, Capala, which now is called 

Nova 






















A New Survey of the Weft-Indies. 


Nova Mexico, new Mexico. And here it is that cbe Spaniards are daily warring a«ainft 
the Indians which live Northward, and are not as yet reduced nor brought under the 
Spanifi yoake and government. They are valiant Indians, and hold the Spaniards hard 
to it, and have great advantage againtt them in the rocks and mountaines, wherethey 
abide and cut off many Spaniards. Tl eir chief weapons are but bowes and arrowes 
and yetwteh them from the thick Woods, hils and rockes they annoy arid offend 
the Spaniards exceedingly. I have heard Come Spaniards fay thatthey flieand climbe 
up the rocks like Goates; and when they draw nigh unto them , then they cry otic 
W a a J ,deOUSnoUe ftootin S their arrowes at them, and in an inftaritare departed 
and tied unto another rock. The reafon why the Spaniards are fo earneft to purfue 
and conquerthefe Indians, more then many others of America , which as yet are not 
brought in fubjeftion to the Spaniards, is for the mariy Mines of filverand treafureof 
gold which they know to bee there. They have got already hire poffeffion of part 
of thofe richesin the Mines, called St. Lewis Sacatecas , from whence they fend all 
the lilver that is coy ned iiuheMint houfes of Mexico and the City of Angels ande- 
very yeere befides to Spain in filver wedges atleaftfix Millions. But the further the 
Spaniards goe to the North, hill more riches they difeover- and faine Would they 
lubdue all thole Northern parts (as I have heard them fay) left our Ejtglifb from 
r.rginia, and their other plantations, get in before them. I have heard them won- 
der that our Englifh enter no further into the maine land ; furely fay they either they 
teare the Indians , or el(e with a little paultry Tobacco they have as much as will 
niamtaine themin lazineffe. Certainly they intend to conquer through thofe htachen- 
ifh Indians , untill by land they come to Florida and Virginia, (for fo they boat!) if 
they bee not met with byfomeof our Northern Nations of Europe, who may better 
keep them off then thofe poor Indians, and may doe God greater and better fervice with 
thofe rich Mines,theH the Spaniards hitherto have done. 

Thus havingfpoken fornewhatof the foure Provinces of Mexico , which was the 
firft member of the divifion Mexican and Perxan. Now I fha 11 briefly fay fomewhat 
further of three more Countries belonging to the Mexican or Northern Traft as op- 
pohte to the Per«j», oniiting Florida, Virginia, Nommbega, Nava Fraricia Carter tall . 
and Efiottlandia, becaufe I will not write as many doe by relation and hearlay, but 
by more fure intelligence, infight and experience. In my firft divifion next to Medi¬ 
co, I placed Qnivira, ]ttc at an,and Nicaragua ; of thefe three therefore I (hall fay a lit¬ 
tle, a d then fomewhat of th ePeman part, guivira isfeatedon the moft Weftern 
part of America, juft over again ft Tartary, from whence being not much dilbnt fome 
fiippofe that the Inhabitants firft came into this new World.And indeed the Indians of 
America in many things feeme to bee of the race and progenie of the Tartars in that 
Qutvira and all the Wcftfide of the Country towards Ajia is farre more populous 
then the Eaft towards Eunpe, which fheweth thefe parts to have been firft inhabited. 
Secondly, their uncivility, and barbarous properties tell us thatthey are moft like 
the Tartars of any. Thirdly, the Weft fide of America ifitbeenot continent with Tar¬ 
tly, is yet disjoyned by a fmall ftraigbt. Fourthly, the people of guivira neereft to 
Tartary, are laid to follow the feafbnsand pafluring of their cattell like the Tartsri- 
ans. All this fide of America is full of herbage, and injoyeth a temperate aire. The 
people are dsiirous of glafle more then of gold; and in fome places to this day arc 
Cannibals. The chief riches of this Country are their Kine, which are to them as we 
fey °f our Ale to drunkards, meat,drink and cloth,and moretoo. For the Hides yeeld 
them houks, or at leaft ;he coverings of them ; their bones bodkins, their hair thred 
their hnews ropes; their horns, mawes and bladders, veflels; their dung, fire; their 
Calve skinnes, budgets to draw and keepe water; their blood,drink/their ffelh 
meat. 9 

There is thought to beefome traffique from China, or Cath'aya , hither to thofe parts 
where as yet the Spaniards have not entred. For when Vazquezde Coronado conquered 
fona? part of it, hee faw in the further Sea Certaine (hips, not of common making, 
which feemed to bee well laden, and bare in their prowes, Pelicans, which could not 
beeconjefiured to comefromany Country, but one of thefe two. In ghvira there 
are but two Provinces knowrie unto us, which are Cibola, znANova Alhlm. Cibola ly- 
qh on the Eaftfide, whofe chief City is of the fame name,and denominates the whole 
Province. The chief Town next to Cibola is called Totmaa, which is temperate ancf 
H plealanr 
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"pleafant,being fituated upon a River fo called. The third Town worth mentioning is 
called Tinguez, which was burnt by the Spaniards. ; who under the conduft of Fran- 
cifco Vafquez de Coronado made this Province fubfeft to the King of Spain, AnnoDom. 
1540. And fince this Town oiTinguez hath been rebuilt and inhabited by the Spaniard-, 
There is a goodly Colledge of Jefuites,who only preach to the Indians of that country. 
XJova Albion lyeth on the Weft iide towards T arttsry, and is very little inhabited by the 
Spaniards^ who have found no wealth or riches there. Our ever Renowned and Noble 
Captain Sir Francis Drake difcovered it, entred upon it, and hee named it Nova Albion, 
becaufe the King that then was,did willingly fubmit himfelf unto our Queen Elizabeth. 

TheCountry abounds with fruitspleafing both the eye and the Palate. The peo¬ 
ple are given to hofpitality, but withall to witchcraft and adoration of devils. The 
bounds between this §mivira and Mexico Empire is Mar Vimiglio, or Californio. The 
third Kingdome belonging to the Mexican part and Northern Traft is J neat an- which 
was fir it difcovered by Franctfco Hernandez de Cordova , in the year l$I 7 * It is cal¬ 
led Jucatan, not as fome have conceited from Jcttan thefon otHeber,v/ho theythinke 
came out of theEaft, where the Scripture placeth him, Gen. 12.23. to inhabite here, 
but from Jttcatan which in the Indian tongue, fignifieth,what fay you? for when the 
Spaniards at their firft arriving in that Country did aske of the Indians the name of the 
place, the Savages not understanding what they meaned, replyed unto them Jucatan , 
which is, what fay you? whereupon the Spaniards named it, and ever fince have cal¬ 
led it Jucatan. The whole Country is at leaft 900. miles in circuit, and is a Penin - 
fula.lt isfituated over againft the Ifleof Cw&^andis divided into three parts, firft Ju - 
cat an it felfe, whole Cities of gteateft worth, a re C ampechefU aUadotid^Merida^Sima- 
ricas } and one which for his greatneffe and beauty, they call Caire. This Country 
among the Spaniards is held to bee poor j the chief Commodities ink are hony,wax, 
Hides, and fome Sugar, but no Indigo,Cochinil, nor Mines of filler • There are yet 
fome drugs much efteemed ofby the Apothecaries, Canafflu afLorzaparilla efpecially; 
and great ftore of Indian Maiz. There isalfo abundance of good Wood and Tim¬ 
ber fit for (hipping, whereof the Spaniards doe make very ftrong fhips , which they 
life in their voiages to Spainand back again. In theyeer i6$t. the Indians of this 
Country in many places of it were like to rebell againft their Spanijh Governour,who 
vexed them forely, making them bring in to him their Fowlesand Tuikies ( whereof 
there is alfo great abundance)and their hony and waxQvherein hee tradedjat the rate 
and price which hee pleafed to fet them for his better advantage; which was fuch a dis¬ 
advantage to them, that to enrich him they impeverifhed themfelves; and fo refol- 
ved to betake themfelves to the Woods and Mountaines; where in a rebellious way 
they continued fome Months, unsill the Francifcan Fryers, who have there great 
power over them, reduced them back, and the Governour (left hee fhould quitelofe 
that Country by a further rebellion) granted to them not onely a generall pardon 
in the Kings name, but for the future promifed to ufe them more mildly and gently. 

The fecond partofit is called Guatemala, {mu herein Ilived forthefpaceof almoft twelve 
yeers) whofe Inhabitants have loft formerly halfe a million of their kinfmen and 
friends by the unmerdfull dealing of the Spaniards • and yet for all the Ioffe of fo 
many thoufands, thee is no part of America more flourifhing then this with great 
and populous Indians Townes. They may thank the Fryers who defend them daily 
againft the Spaniards cruelty, and this yet for their owne ends • for while the Indians 
flourilb andincreafe,the F yers purfes flourifhalfo and are filled. This Country is very 
frefhand plentifull. The chief Cities are Guatemala , Cajfuca, and Chiapa^ whereof 
1 (hall (peak more largely hereafter. The third part of Jucatan is Acafamil , which is 
an Ifland over againft Guatemala, which is now commonly called by the Spaniards 
Sta Cruz-, whofe chief Towne is Sta. Cruz. 

Tne fourth and laft Country of the divifion of the Mexican part and Northern Trafl: 
of America^ (which is under the Spanijh Government, and my beft knowledge and 
ezperience) is Nicaragua , which ftandeth South Eaft from Mexico, and above foure 
hundred and fifty leagues from it. Yet it agreeth fomewhat with Mexico in nature both 
of loile and Inhabitants. The people are of good ftature, and of colour indifferent 
whice. They had, before they received Chrirtianity, afetled and politick forme of 
Government; Onely, as Solon appointed no Law for a mans killing of his father, fo 
ad this people none for the tnurtherer of a King, both of them conceiting,that men 
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were noc fo unnaturall, as to commit fuch crimes. A theefthey judged not to dedth 
but adjudged him to be flave to that man whom hee hid fobbed; till by his fervice 
hee had made fatista&ion; a courfetruely more merciful! and not le^ juft* then the 
Ioffe oflife. 

This Countrey is fo plating to the eye, and abounding in all things ueceffarv 
that the Spaniard! call it Mahometj Paradife. Among other flourilhing trees,here grow* 
eth one of that nature, that a man cannot touch any of its branches, but it vvithereth 
prefently. It is as plentiful! of Panels, as our Countrey of Sngland is ofCrowes • Tur- 
kies,FowleSjQuailes and Rabbets are ordinary meat there. There are many populous 
Indian Townes (though not fo many as about Guatemala) in this Countrey -and ef Pe « 
ciafty two Cities of Spaniards-, the on e Lem, a Bifhops Seat, and the other 'Granada 
which ftandeth upon a Lake of frelh water, which hath above three hundred miles ill 
compafle, and having no intercourfe with the Ocean, doth yet continually cbbe and 
.But of this Countrey,and of this City efpecially I (hall fay fomewhat more, when 

me to lDeake of mv travailing rhrnnvfi it * 


flow 


iJuw.uut ui iilia v/uiuiu ey,aiiu or cnis t_.lty eipe< 

I come to fpeake of my travailing through it. 

Thus I have briefly touched upon the Mexican part, and fo much of the Northern 
Traftas is under the King of Spam his Dominion, leaving more particulars, untill I 
come to (hew the order of my being in and journeying through fome of thefe Coun* 
tr ; e j- 1 wiUn°w hkewife give you a glimpfe of the Southern Traft, and Peruan part 
of^erzc*. Which containeth chiefly five great Countries or Kingdooies,fome In whole, 
and others in part,fubiea to the Crown of ,Wn anH Pnrn,»~l n ,, 


and 

aurea- 


—.— " , B 1 ies or tungdonies, 

others in part 9 fub,ea to the Crownof Spain and Portugal, which are, fir RCajhUa 
fec °” dly ’ Gu 1 T 5 , thlrdly ’ PtTU 5 f ourthly,Br^/ e ; fifthly, CbiUe. But I will not 
fill my Hiftory with what others have written of the foure laft named Countries, 
wherein I was not much ; but what I could learneof Peru, I will briefly fpeak,and 
fo come to the firft Caflella aurea, through which I travailed.Pera is held to be yet more 
rich a Countrey then is Mexico . for although it hath not the convetiiency of trafiqmJ 
by the North Sea,which Mexico hath.but doth fend the Commodities in it to Panama 
and from thencfe tranfports them either over the ftraight Ifihmtu, or by the River Cbi- 
agre to Pertabel upon the North Sea ; yet the Countrey is farre richer then Mexico, by 
realon of the more abundance of Mines of filver which are in it. The tnountaines na¬ 
med Potoji are thought to be of no other metal!, which the King of Spam will not 
have to be opened until they haveexhaufted thofe which are already difcovered and dig¬ 
ged, and have found the Spaniards worke enough, and yeelded them treaftre enough 
ever hnce they firft conquered thofe parts. The foile is very fruitful! of all fuch fruits 
as are found in The Olives are bigger theft thofe of Spain, the oyle fweeter and 

cleerer. The Grapes yeeld alfo a wine farre ftronger then anyofBW*, and there is 
much made, by reafon it cannot conveniently bee brought from Spain. There is like- 
Wife wheat in great ftore ; and all this fruitful! foile lyec h low under high Mountaines 
which divide betwixt Indians not as yet conquered and Brafile. But thofe Mountaines 
are a great helpe unto thofe pleafant Valleys with the Waters that/all from them * 
tor in all thofe parts inhabited by Spaniards towards the South Sea, it is moft certain 
and moftobfervable thatitneverraineth, info much that the houfes are uncovered 
on the tops,andonelymatts laid over them to keep off the duft, and yet is this Coun¬ 
trey what with the waters that fall from the Mountaines, what with the morning and 
evening dewes as fruitful and plentiful! as any Countrey in the World. The chief 
City » called Lima ,where there Is a Viceroy and a Court of Chancery, and an Arch- 
bilhop. It hath a Port fome two miles ftom it named Callau-, where lie the (hips that 
convey yearly the Createre of that Kingdome to Panama. There lie alfo other (hips, 
wh,ch trafiquetothe Eafi-I n did > t , and to alltheCoafts of Guatemala, and to Aci 
/>«A? the Southern Haven of Mexico. This Port of Callau is not fo ftrong as the great, 
nay lneftimable wealth that is commonly in it and in the City of Lima Ihould re¬ 
quire, for I have heard many fay, that in the yeare 1620. afewfhips of Hol¬ 

landers^ fame fay) or of EngL(b (as others affirme) appeared before the Ha¬ 
ven waiting for the (hips that were to convey the Kings revenews to Panama, and hear- 
insj that thev were rJeDarrrirf r f-hnnarh kv £» If* ~ 11 ~. i _ ... * r r ■ 


• „ A P "" r •»vn.it , 6 ©icvciicwa lu ravama+zna near- 

ing that they were departrtl (though by a falfe report) followed them, andfofor- 
m P tln 8 to take theCallau-, which cercainly hid they manly attempted, 
n it, and ; n it theereareft treafmv char -w. 


k l t i ea | tem P tIn8 ^ L “ aci “ c '■'*“*“ * wtlIcn cercainly ftadtftey manly attempted, 
K ’ ? nd T IC * 8 S reateft treafure that in any one part of the world 
cou!d have beene found. But the Spaniards feldome fee thereabout foraine (hips, 
and lo live more carelefly in fecuring or ftrengthning that Coaft. Though Peru bee 
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thus rich in fruits and Mines, yet Chide farre exceedeth it in gold ; which edgeth the 
Spaniards to aconftantand continuall WarrewiththeInhabjtants,whicharea(tron® 
warlike, and mod valiant people. They are grown as skilfull in the ufeof weapons’ 
fwords, Piftols and Muskets as the Spaniaods, and have taken many Spaniards men 
and women prifoners ; and of the Spamjb women have had fo many' chi ! dren tailed 
Meftizees, that by them (who have proved mod valiant) they have much increafed 
both their ftrengch and ikilL They hold the Spaniards hard to it, and the War is be¬ 
come the moft dangerous of any the Spaniards have ; in fo much that the Counfell of ■ 
Spain doth pick out from Flanders and Italy, the bell fouldiers to fend them thither 
And a Captaine that hath lerved long, well and faithfully in FWtrr,by way of credit 
and promotion is fent to the Warres of Cbille, to fight for that great treafure of gold 
which certainly is there. The Spaniards have it in three faire Cities . the. Conception 
( which is aBilhops Seat) and Santiago, and Va’divia. This laft is fo namfed from 
one Valdivia, who was Governour of it, and the firft caufe and author of thofe Wars 
This man was fo extraordinarily covetous of the gold of that Countrey, that hee 
would not let the Indians pofTefTe or injoy any of it themfelvts, but did veX them 
whip, and beat yea and kill fome of them, becaufe they brought him not enough! 
and employed them daily in feeking it out for him, charging them with a tax and im- 
pohtion of fo much a day : which the Indians not being able to performe nor to la- 
tisfie anunfatiable minde and greedy covetoufnefle, refolved to rebell, but fo that firlt 
they would fill and fatiate his heart withgold fo that hee (hould never more covet ai- 
ter that yellow and glittering metall. Wherefore they joyned and combined them, 
felves together in a warlike poiture, and tooke fome quantity of gold and melted it 
and with it refolutely came upon Valdivia the Governour, faying, O Valdivia wefee 
thou haft a greedy and unfatiable mmde and delire after our gold; wee have not been 
able to fatisfie thee vvnhu hitherto; but now wee have devifedaway to fatiate this 
cove 5 oufnefre 5 here is now enough, drink thy full ofit } and with thefe 
words they tooke him, andpowredthe melted golddownehis throat, wherewith 
he died> never more coveting after that bright and filming drolTe, and naming with his 
ld rh C l«‘ h ‘ h «City°f- Valdivia, and with his covetoafneffe leaving a^Xllion 
which hath continued to a cruell and bloody War unto this day 8 

Cihh l^deTalkS I'°£* t0 n0t havin 8 been 5n an y P^t of them. Bra- 

J le is little ta ked of by the Spaniard) , belonging to the Crowne of Fonmall and 

*" d the riches that are in it. 
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downe,and *o be rebuilt in a more healthy and convenient place : which was performed 
by Peter jin at in Partake l , But being now upon Nombre de Dias , I ibould wrong my 
Country it I Ihuuld not let cut to the publike view the worth of her people (liewed up¬ 
on this,place, and t© this day talked on and admiredby the Spaniardsywho doe not on¬ 
ly remember Sir Francis Drake, Sc teach their children to dread and fear even his name 
fo, his attempts upon Carthagena and all the coaft about, and elpchlly upon Nombre 
diDies , and from it marching as farre as the great mountaine called St, Pablo towards 
Panama : but furthermore keep alive amongrt them ( and in this my Hiftory it (hall not 
die ) the name of one of Sir Francis Drake his followers and Captains named John 
Oxenham,whofe attempt on this Coart Was refolute and wonderful). 

This Noble and gahant Gentleman arriving with threescore and ten (onldiersin his 
company as refolute as himlelfe , alittle above this Towne of Nombre de Dios drew a 
land his fhip, and covering it with boughes, marched ovei;the land with his Compa¬ 
ny guided by "Blackmons, untill he came to a river. Where he cut downe wood,made 
him a Pinnace, entred theSouth-fea, went to thelflandof Pearles , where hee lay 
ten daies waiting for a prize,which happily he got(though not fo happily after kept it) 
for from that I (land he fet upon two Spanifb (hips, and finding them unable to fight : he 
fpeedily made them yeeld, and intercepted in them chreefcore thoufand pound weight 
6 f gold , and two hundred thoufand pound weight in barres or wedges of filver, and 
returned fafcly again to the maineland. And though by realbn of a mutiny made 
by his owne Company he neither teturned to his country nor to his hidden (hip • yet 
was it fuch a Itrange adventure as is not to be forgotten j in that the like was never by 
any other attempted, and by the Spaniards is to this day with much admiration recor¬ 
ded. 

Much part of this Cafiella aurea as yet is not fubdued by the Spaniards, and fo donbt- 
Iefie a great treafure lieth hidin it for that peopleand nation whofe thoughts (hall a- 
fpiretofind it out. In the year 1637-when I chanced to be in ^Panama reenrning home¬ 
wards to my Country, there came thither fome twenty Indians Ba: barians by way of 
peace to Create with the Prefident of the Chancery concerning their yeelding up them- 
iclves to the government of the King of Spaine. But as I was informed afterwards at 
Carthagena , nothing was concluded upon, for that the Spaniards dare not trurt thofe 
Indians , whom they have found to have rebelled often againft them for their 
bard ulageand carriage towards them. Thefe Indians which then I fawwere very pro¬ 
per, tall and lurty men, and well complexioned 4 and among them one of as red a 
haireasany our nation can (hew s they hadbobsof gold in their eares, andfomeof 
them little pieces of gold made like a halfe moone hanging upon their neither lips, 
ivhich argues (iore of that treafure to be amongft them. Unto this country is joy- 
ning Nova Andaluzia , which hath on the North fide Cafleliadel oro, and on the South 
Peru ; The beft Citiesin itare Tncoio > now by the Spaniards called St. Margarets, and 
another called S. Efpiritu. Nova Granada is fituated on the South fide of Carthagena, and 
from the abundance and fertility of Granada in Spaineh hath taken its name.The cbiefe 
Townes and Cities in it are fix. Firft Tungia, which is fuppofed to be direftly under 
the JEjuater. The (econd is T’cchaimum. The third, Popaian, the rieheft of them all. 
The fourth, Sta.Fe^or St.Faith s an Archbi(hopsfeat, and a Court of Juftice and 
Chancery , governed like Panama and Guatemala , by a Prefident and fix Judges, and 
a Kings Attorney and two high Juliices of Court^ who have fix thoufand duckats a 
yeer allowed them out of the Kings treafure. The fifth City is Palma and the iixth 
Merida. From Carthagena through this countrey of Granada iieth the rode way to Li¬ 
ma in Peru, all by land. This Councry is very ftrong by reafon of the fituation of 
it much amongft liony rockes, which compafle and environ it, and through which 
there arc very narrow paflages. Yet it is full, of pleafanc valleys which do yeeld much 
fruit, Corne and Indian ; Maiz. There are alio in it fome Mines of filver, and many 
golden fanded rivers. Carthagena , which is the Iaft Province of Cafieda aurea, hath al- 
foa very fruitful! foil, in the which groweth a tree ,• which if any one do touch, he 
will hardly efcapeapoyfpning. 

The chiefe Cities in it are, firft Cartbagena,\vh)ch Sir Francis Drake jn theyeer 158/. 
furprifed, and( as the Spaniards aftirme ) burned moll partof it, andbefides 4 neftlma- 
Ble films of money,vook with him from thence ^o.peeces ofOrdnance.I dare fay now 
it hath not fo many* yet ic isreafonable well fortified .•, though not fo flrong as Porta - 
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bel. Itis a faire and gallant City and very rich, by realon of the pearles which are 
brought to it from Margarita, and the Kings revenues, which from all Nova Granada 
are Cent thither. Itis a Bilhops feat, and hath many rich Churches andCloifters. It 
is not governed by a Court of Juftice and Chancery as S**■ Fee is, but onely by one 
Governour.lt hath been often moved to the Councell of Spaine to have fome Galleys 
made to runne about thofe Seas, and that Carthagena bee the chfefe harbour of them. 
From this City received England the lode of that little Illand named Providence by us 
and by the Spaniards Sta.Catalina,which though but little, might have been ofa great, 
nay greater advantage toour Kingdom, than any other of our plantations in America ; 
which the Spaniards wel underftood when they fet al their ftrength of Carthagena againft 
itjbut I hope the Lord hath his time appointed when we fhall advantage our (elves by it 
again.To this City of Carthagena cometh every yeer aho in fmall Frigots mod of the In- 
digo,Cochinil & Sugar,which is made in the country of Guatemala-^ the Spaniards think¬ 
ing it fafer to Ihip thefe their goods in little Frigots upon the lake of Granada in Nicara¬ 
gua ,8c from thence to fend them to Carthagena to be (hipped with the Galeons that come 
from P ortahel with the treafure of Peru } than to fend them by the (hips of Honduras jmhich 
have often been a prey unto the Hollanders.Thefe frigots were thought by the Spaniards 
to come too neer the reach of Providence, and therefore it hath been their care and provi¬ 
dence to remove us from this reach of their Frigots. The fecond great Towne'of this 
Countrey of Carthagena is Abuida. The third Sta. Martha jw hich is a rich government of 
Spaniards,and doth much fear our Englifi and Elclland (hipsjic is feated on the river de A- 
luida,otbetmfe called St.John and Rio di Grand. There is alfo Venezuela and Nerv-Caliz, 
great, rich, and ftrong Townes. And thefe three laft regions, Andaluzia Nova,Nova 
Granada, and Carthagena arc by the Spaniards called Tierrafirme , or firmeland, for that 
they are the ftrength of Peru from the North, and the balls of thisreverfed Pyramis. 

Thus have I brought thee. Gentle Reader, roundabout America, and (hewed thee 
the Continent of that biggeft part of the world; from the which thou maylt obferve 
the power and greatnefle o( the King of Spain, who hath got under his Scepter and 
Dominion fo many thoufand miles, which were they reckoned up, would be found to 
be more then are aboutall Europe. But not only is America great and fpatious by land,buc 
alfo by feajglorymg in more and fome greater Iflands.then any other part of the world. 
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and fome units more; and therefore are reafonable well manned; for that the Spaniards 
much teare our Exgkfb and the Bull and fhips. Theyeare that I was in Cartbagena ,which 
was 1637. aihipoi thefeladen with pcaileswas chafed by oneof our fhips from the 
Illand of Providence (by fomeitwas thought to becurfnipcalled thsNe^/»«e) which 
after a little fighting had almoft brought the poore Spaniard to yeeld his pearles, and 
hadcertainly carried away thatgreat treafare( as I was informed in Cartkigma foure 
daks after the fight by a Spaniard who was in the (hip of Margarita) had not two other 
fhips of Holland come between to challenge from oar Englijh man that prize, alleadg- 
ing their priviledge from the mighty States united for all prizes upon thofe Teas and 
coaft. And whilft our Englijh and Hollander did thus drive for the Pearles, the Spanifi 
Ihip ran on fho*e upon a little Ifland, and fpeedily unladed and hid in the woods pare 
of the treasures, and perceiving the Hollander coming eagerly in purfuit of it, the Spa- 
niard fet on fire the fhip, and neither English, not Hollander, enjoyed what 

might have been a greatand rich prize to England. From Carthagena was fent prefently 
a man of Warre to bring bomethepearles hid in the wood, which were not the third 
part of what was in the fhip. 

Jamaica is another Ifland under the power of the Spaniards ,which isin length 280. 
miles, and 70. in breadth,which though it exceed Margarita in fweet and pleafant 
ftreames and fountaines of water, yet is far inferiour to it in riches.Some Hides, fome 
Sugar, and fome Tobacco are the chiefe commodities from thence. There are only 
twoTownesof note in it,Oriflana and Stvilli ; here are built fhips which have proved 
aswellatfea, as thefe that are made in Spaint. This Ifland was once very poulous, 
but now is almoft deftrtute of Indians ; for the Spaniards haveflain in it more then 
60000; in fomuchthatwomen as well hereas on the Continent did kill their children 
before they bad given them life, that the iffues of their bodies might not ferve fo cruell 
a nation. But farre beyond the two former is the Ifland of Cuba ,which is three hun¬ 
dred miles long, and feventy broad, which was firft made knowneto Europe by Colum¬ 
bia hi9fecond navigation.This Ifland is full of . Forrefts,Lakes, and mountaines.The 
aireis very temperate, the foile very fertill, producing brafle of exaft perfe£Uon,and 
fome gold though droflie hath formerly been found in it. It aboundeth alfo with Gin¬ 
ger, Caffia, Mafticke, Aloes, fome Cinnamon, Cana fiftula, Zarzaparilla, and 
Sugar, and hath of flefh, filh, and fowles great plenty; but efpecially fuch ftore of 
fea Tortois, and Hogs, that the fhips at their returne to Spaine make their chiefe pro- 
vifionof them. My felfe chanced to take phyficke there, and whereas I thought that 
day I fhould have a fowle or rabbet after my phyficks working, they brought me a boy- 
led peece of frefh young Porke, which when I refufed to cat, they affured meit was the 
beft difh the Do&orsdidufetoprelcribeupon fuch daies. 

v The chiefe Cities of this Ifland are Santiago on the Northerne fhore, built by James 
deValafc 9 ,n Bifbopsfeac;andIecondly } H<ttwziJ,which is alfo on the Northerne fhore,and 
is a fafe Rode for fhips, and the ftaple of merchandize, and ( as tbc Spaniards call it} 
the key of all the IVefl- India’s, to lock up or unlock the doore or entrance to all Ame¬ 
rica. Here rideth the King of Spaints Navy, and here meet all the Merchant (hips from 
Overall ports and Havens of all thole Countries afore-named,wbether from the Iflands 
or from the Continent: in a word here commonly in the month 6f September \s\oyntd 
allthetreafureas lmayfay of America ,alltheKingof Spains revenews, with as much 
more of Merchant goods,whichtheyeerthatI was there were thought to be in all the 
worth of thirty millions. And the fhips which that yeer there did meet to ftrengthen 
one another were 53. faile, and fet out fooner that yeer then any other upon the id. 
of Septemler ,having that day a faire wind to wafee them homewards through the Gulf 
of Bahama. Havana therefore being the ftore-houfeof alii Americaes trealure, it hath 
been the Spaniards chiefe care to forci fie that; and truely it is fo ftrong, that the Spani¬ 
ards hold ic impoflibletobetaken, anddoeboaftof foure impregnable forts, to wit at 
Antwerp, Millan, Pamplona, and Havana. This hath two ftrong Cattles, the one at 
the point or entrance of the Haven toward the Sea; the other more within, on the o- 
tber fide«lmotl over againft it; which two Caftles (the paflagein the month of the ha¬ 
ven being fb narrow, that one onely fhip in bread may enter) will keep and defend the 
Port from many hundred faile. I was my felfe in the great and chiefe Caftle, and truly 
found it very flrong, though by land I judged it might be as eafily taken,as other ftrong 
Caftles here i nEurope have been overpowerd by a great and powerful! army. It hath in 
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it befides many others,twelve peeces of Ordnance of brafic exceeding great, which they 
call The twelve Apottles.But for all this ftrength of the HaVana,it could not once de¬ 
fend fix or feven millions (according to the Spaniards owne account ) which the one 
part of the Kings Navy broughtfi om St. John de Vlhua to the fight of this impregna¬ 
ble fort, and protected with fuch twelve Apottles. Itwasasltake it the yeer 1 6>y. 
when that ever renowned Hollander ( whom like unto our 'Drake the Spaniards to this 
day fear and tremble at, callinghm Pie de Palo, that is, wooden leg) waited at the 
Cape of St. Antbmy for the Spanifi fleet of Nova Hifpania • which according to his ex¬ 
pectation coming, he manly fet upon it,faluting and welcoming the great treafure in it 
With a full fideot roaring Ordnance; the found was more dolefull then joyfulland 
welcome to the Spaniards , who thought it fafer fleeping in a whole skinne , then to be 
unquieted by fighting, and with the fight of torne and mangled bodies, by Jldars his 
furious and fiery balls, and fo called a Councell of warre to refolve what they Ihould 
doe to fave the Kings great treafure which was intruded to them in thofe fbips. The re- 
fultof theCouncel! was to fiieand with fomedifeharging of their Ordinance to de¬ 
fend themfelves, untill they could put into a river in the Ifland of Cuba , not far from 
Havana called Matanzos. There were in thatfleet of S paine many gallants and Gen¬ 
tlemen, and two Judges of the Chancery of Mexico , which were that yeer fent i to 
Madrid as guilty in the mutiny before mentioned, there was in it of my acquaintance 
a Dominican Frier, named Frier Jacintho de Hozes, who had been fent to thofe parts to 
vifit all the Dominican Cloifters of New-Spaine , and had got of bribes at lea It eight 
thoufandduckats (as I was informed theyeer after by a Frier his compainon.whom he 
fent from Havana to Guatemala to make knowne to his friends his lofleof all that hee 
had got, and to beg a new contribution to helpe him home) there was alfo in that fleet 
Don Martin de Carilb ; who was the Inquificor and Commiffioner to judge the Delin¬ 
quents in the fore-mentioned mutiny of Mexico , who was thought to have got twen¬ 
ty thoufand duckats cleer; befides thele a Bilhop, and many rich Merchants, all under 
the command of Den Juan de Guzman y Torres Admirall to all the fleet. They all 
fled for their lives and goods; but the gallant Hollanders chafed them. The Spaniards 
thinking the Hollanders would not venture up the river after them, put into Matanzos. 
but foone after they hadentred, they found the river too (hallow for their heavy and 
great bellied GaIcons,andforun them up on ground; which done,the better and richer 
fort efcaped to land, endeavouring to efcape with what wealth they could- fomegot 
out Cabinets, fome bags ; which th eHollanders perceiving came upon them with bul¬ 
let meflengers, which fooneovertooke and ftopt their flying treafures. Some few Cabi¬ 
nets were hid, all the reft became that day the gallant Pie de Palo or the wooden legd 
Captaines prize for the mighty States of Holland. The Frier Hozes was got into a boat 
with bis Cabinet under his habit, which had in it nothing but chaines of gold dia¬ 
monds, Pe tries and precious ftones ; and halfe a dozen Hollanders leapt into the boat af¬ 
ter him, and fnatched itfrom him, as his owne friend and companion related after to 

us in Guatemala Don Juan de Guzman y Torres the Admirall when he came to S Paine 
was lmpnloncd, loft his wits for a while, and after was beheaded. Thus in the fight 
of impregnable Havana and of thofe 12 brazen Apoftles, was Holland glorious and 
made rich with a (even million prize. 

But before! end this Chapter, 1 may not forget the chiefeft of all thelflands of this 
newworld^hichis called Hifpamota & formerly by the natives Hath, which lamented 
the lofte of at leaft three millions of Indians m urthered by her new Matters of S paine. 
This Ifland is the biggeft that as yet isjdifcpvered in al the world;it is in compaffe about 
1500. miles,andenjeyneth a temperate air e , afertill foile, rich mines; and trades 
much in Ambar, Sugar,Ginger, Hides, and Wax. It is reported tor certaine that here 
in twenty dales herbes will ripen and roots alfo and be fit to be eaten, which is a ftrong 
argument of the exaft temperature of theaire. Ir yeeldeth in nothing to Cuba, but 
excel.eth it in three things efpecially; firftin thefinenefTe of the gold , which is here 
more pure and unmixed ; fecondly,in the increafc of the Sugar, one Sugar Cane here 
lilimg twenty and fometimes thirty meafures; and thinly, in the goodnelfe of the 
foiie tillage, the corne here y eelding an hundred fold. This fertility is thought to 
be caufed by four great.rivers,which water and enrich all the four quarters of the Ifland. 
all four doe ipring from one only mountaine, which ftandeth in the very midft 
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This Countrcy is (o repleniffied with Swine and Cattell, that they become wild a- 
mong the woods and Mountaines, fo that the ffiips that faileby this Ifland, and want 
proviiion, goe here a (hore where it rs little inhabited and kill of Cattell, wild fwine 
and bores, till they have made up a plentiful! provision. Much of this Countrey is not 
inhabited, by reafon that the Indians are quite conlumed, The chief places initarefirft 
St. Domingo , where there is a Spanijb Prelident and Chancery with fix Judges and the 
other officers belonging to it, and it is the Seat of an Archbiffiop, who though hee 
enjoy not fo much yeerly rent and revenues as other Archbiffiops, efpecially they of 
Mexico and Lima . yet hee hath an honour above all the reft, for that hee is the primate 
of all the Indies, this Ifland having been conquered before the other parts, and Co 
bearing antiquity above them all. There are alio other rich Townes of trading, as 
Sta.lfaMUa,S.Lbome, S. John, UMaragna, and Tor to. Andthus hath my pen run over 
SeaandLand, Iflandsand moftof the Continent that is fubjeft to the Spaniards to 
(hew thee, my Reader , the date of America at this time. It is called America becaufe 
Americus Vtfpufittt firft dilcovered it; though afterwards Columbus gave us the. fir ft 
light to difcernthefeCountries both by example and dire&ions. Befides the faftions 
fpoken of before between the Native Spaniards and thofe that come from Spain, there 
is yet further in moft parts of ir, but efpecially in Fern a deadly faftion and mortal! 
hatred between the Bifcains and the Spaniards of Cajii/e and EJlremadura , which hath 
much (haken the quiet ftate of it, and threatned it with rebellion and deftruftion. 

There are in all America foure Archbiffiopricks, which are Sto. ‘Domingo, Mexico, 

Lima , and St^. Fee, andabove thirty inferiour Biffiops. The politick Adminiftration 
of Juftice is chiefly committed to thetwoViceroyes redding at Lima and (-Mexico, and 
with fubordination unto them untoother Prefident*,Governours, and high Juftices, 
called Alcaldes Majorer ; except it be the Prefident of Guatemala,and of Santo Domingo, 
who areasabfoIuteinpowerastheViceroycs,andhave under them Governours, and 
high Juftices,and are no waycs fubordinate to the former Viceroyes,but onely unto the 
Court and Gouncell of Spain. 



CHAP. XIII. 


Shewing my journey from Mexico to Chiapa Southward, and the mojl remark- 
able places in the way. 

Aving now gone round America with a btief and fiiperficiall defcription of it, 
my delire is to ffiew unto my Reader what parts of it I travailed through,and 
did abide in, oblerving more particularly the ftate, condition, ftrength, 
and Commodities of thofe Countries which lie Southward from Mexico, 
It is further my defire,nay the chief ground of this my Hiftory,that whilftmy Country 
doth here obferve an Englifjo man , become American, travailing many thoufand miles 
there, as may bee noted from Sc. John deVlhua to Mexico, and from thence Southward 
to Panama, and from thence Northward againe to Carthagena , and to Havana , Gods 
goodneffe may bee admired, and his providence extolled who fuffered not themeaneft 
and unworthieft of all his Creatures toperiffiinfuchunknowncCountriesjtobefwal” 
ledby North or Souch Sea, whereffiipwracks were often feared; to becloftin Wilder- 
nefles where no tongue could give direftions; to bee devoured by Wolves,Lions, Ti¬ 
gers, or CrocodiIes,which there fo much abound; to fall from fteepy rocks and moun¬ 
tains, which feeme to dwell in the aereall Region, and threaten with fearefull fpe&a- 
cles of deep and profound precipices,a horrid and inevitable death to thofe that climbe 
up to them j tobeeeatenup by the greedy Earth which there doth often quake and 
tremble, and hath fomedmes opened her mouth todrawin Townes and Cities* to 
bee ftricken with thofe fiery darts of Heaven and thunderbolts which in winter feafbn 
threaten the Rockes and Cedars ; to bee inchanted by Satans Inftrumeuts, Witches 
and Sorcerers 5 who there as on their own ground play their prankes more then in the 
parts of Chriftendome; to bequice blinded with Romifb Errorsand Superftition?,which 
have double blinded the purblind heatheniffi Idolaters; to bee wedded to the pleafures. 
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and licentioui’nefie, which doc there allure; to bee glutted with the pki,t) and dain¬ 
ties ot filh,flefti,fowles,and fruits, which doe there entice; to bee pufied up with 
the fpirit of pride and powerful! command and authority over the poor Indians ^hich 
doth there provoke; to bee tied with the Cords of vanity aud ambition, which there 
are ftrong; and finally to beglewed in heartland affc&ion to the droffe of gold, filver. 
Pearls,and Jewels,whofe plenty there doth bind,blind,captivate and enflave the foule. 
Oh I lay, let the Lords great goodnefie and wonderfull providence bee obfeived who 
fuffered not an ftranger in all thefe dangers to milcarry, but was a guide unto 

him there in all his travailes, difeovered unto him as to the eipies in Canaan , and as 
to Joftpb in Fgypt the provifion, wealth and riches ofthat world, and fafely guided 
him back to relate to England, the truth of what no other Englijb eye did ever yet be¬ 
hold. From the moneth of Ottoler untill February I did abide with my friends, and 
companions the Fryers under the command of Fryer Calvo in that houfe of recreation 
called St .Jacinth, and from thence injoyed the fight of all theTownesand of what 
elfe was worth the feeing about Mexico. But the time I was there, I was carefull to 
informe myfelf of the ftate'of Philippi** , whither my firft purpofes had draWne me 
from Spain. It was my fortune to light upon a Fryer and an acquaintance of lome of 
my friends, who was that yeer newly cothe from Manila whither I was going; who 
wilhed mee and fome other of my friends as wee tendred curfoules good never to goe 
to thofe parts, which were but fnares and trap-dores to let downe to hell, where occa- 
fions and temptations to finne were daily, many in number, mighty in (Length, and 
to get out of them,^ labor & opus, hard and difficult. And that himfelf,had not he by 
Health gotten away(and that to lave his foul)certainly he had never come from thence; 
who had often upon his knees begged leaveot hisfuperiours to returne to Spain , and* 
could not obtaine it. Many particulars wee could not get from him, northerea- 
fons of his coming a way; Onely hee would often fay that the Fryers that live there 
are devils in private and in thofe retired places where they live among the Indians (to 
inftruft and teach them; and yet in publick before their fuperiours and the reft of Fry¬ 
ers they muft appeare Saints, they nmft put on the cloak of hypocrifie to cover their 
inward deviliflinefTe, they muft bee cloathed with fheeps skins though within they bee 
lup rapaces , ravenous Wolves, ravening after their neighbours Wives,and ravening af- 
ter their neighbours wealth; and yet with all this unpreparedneffe, with this out¬ 
ward, feeming and frothy fanftity, afid inward helliftneffe and deep rooted world- 
lineffe and covetoufneffc,when the Superiours command and plea fe to fend them, they 
mult goeinadifguifed manner to Japan or China to convert to Chriftianity thofe peo¬ 
ple though with peril! and danger of their lives. Many fuch likedifeourfes wee got 
out of this Fryer; and that if wee went to live there, we muft bee fabieS to the penal¬ 
ties of many Excommunications fortriviall toyes and trifles, which the Superiours 
doe lay upon the Confidences of their poore Subjefts, who may as foone ftrive againft 
the common courfe of nature not to fee with their eyes, nor hear with their eares, nor 
ipeake with their tongues, astoobferve all thofe things which againft fenfe, reafon 
and nature with grievous centimes and Excommunications arecharged and faftened up¬ 
on them. Hee told us further of fome Fryers that had defpaired under thofe rigorous 
courfes, and hanged themfelves, not being able to bearethe burden of an affixed and 
tormented Confctence; and of others that had been hanged, fome for murthciing of 
their rigid and cruell Superiours; and fome that had beene found in the morning 
hanging withtheir queanes at the Cloifter gates, havingbeene found together in the 
night and fo murthered and hanged up either by the true Husband, or by fome o- 
therwho bare afitoon to the woman. Thefe thingsfeemed tous very ftrange, and 
Wee perceived that all wasnot gold tbatglirtred, nor true zeal of foul* that carried 
fo many from Spam to thofe parts; or if in fome there were at firft a better and truer 
Zeale then mothers, when they came to Philippi** , an d among thofe flrorg tempta. 
taions, wee found that their zeale was foone quenched. This reafon moved mee and 
threemore of my friends to relent in ourpurpof.s of leaving of America, and going 
any further, for wee had learned thatmaxime, aui amat pabulum, piribit into; and, 
qurtangupuem, MMbttr abea. He that Joveth the danger, (hall fall and perifh in it 
l r c ?? th pl ? M l bce fme . artd b y it. Wherefore Wee communed 
Lrlr ^0 ltboUrft ^ es 5 what courfe wee might take,how wee might that yeer return 
back to Spain , or where wee might abide, if wee returned not to Spam. For wee 

knew 
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knew, if our Superiour Calvo (hould underhand of ourpurpofesto goe no further,he 
would lay upon us an Excommunication to follow, nay and that hce would fecure tis 
in a Cloilter prifon untill the day and time of our depaiture from Mexico. Our re- 
foludons wee made a fecret of our hearts; yet could not I but impart it to one more 
fpeciall and intimate friend of mine, who was an lrifb Fryer, named Thomas de Leon , 
whom I perceived a little troubled with i'o long a journey as wasar hand, and found 
often wilhing hee had never come from Spain ■ and asfoon as I had acquainted him 
with what I meant to doe, hce rejoyced and promifed to (lay with mee. The time 
was (horc which wee had to difpofe of cUr (elves; but in that time wee addrefled out 
(elves tofome Mexican Fryers and made knowneunto them, that if our Superiour 
Calvo would give us leaver wee would willingly (lay in Mexico or in any Cloifter there- 
abouts, untill wee could better fit our (elves to rtturne to Spain againe. But they be¬ 
ing natives and borne in that Countrey difeovered pre(ently unto us that inveterate 
fpight and hatred which they bare to luch as came from Spain - they told us plainly 
that they and true-Spaniard; born did never agree, and that they knew their Superiors 
would bee unwilling to admit of us 5 yet furthermore they informed us that they 
thought we might be entertained in the Province of GuaxaCa ,where halt the Fryers were 
of Spain and half Criolians and Natives; but in calc wee (hould not lpeed there, they 
would warrant us we (hould be welcome to the Province of Guatemala t where almoit all 
the Fryers were of Spain,and did keep under fuch as were Natives born in that Country. 
It did a little trouble us to conilder that Guatemala was three hundred leagues off, and 
thkt we were ignorancofthe Mexican tongue,and unprovided of mony and horfes for 
fo long a journey. But yet we conlidered Philippines to be further,and’no hopes there of 
returning ever agtin to Chritlendome; wherefore we relblved to rely upon Gods provi¬ 
dence onely,and to venture upon a three hundred leagues journey with what fmal meads 
we had,and to (ell what Books and fmall trifles we had to make asniuch money as might 
buy each ofus a horfe.But while we were thus preparing our felves feceretly for Gnat t -» 
mala wee were affrighted and difheartned with what in the like cafe to ours happpened. 
A Fry er of our company named Fryer Peter Borrallo, without acquainting us or any o - 
ther of his friends with what he intended,made a fecret efcape from us, and (as after we 
were informed'jtook his way alone to Guatemala .This fo incehfed our Superior Calvo, 
that after great fearch and enquiry after him,he betook himlelf to the Viceroy begging 
his affillance and Proclamation,in the publick Market place, for the better finding out 
his loftfheep, and alleadging that none ought to hide or privily to harbour any 
Fryer that had been fentfrom Spain to Philippine to preach there the Gofpell,for that 
the forefaid Fryers were fentby the King of Spain , whole bread they had eate, and 
at whofe charges they had been brought from Spain to Mexico, and at the fame Kings 
charges ought to bee carried from M,xko to Philippine • and therefore if any Fryer 
now in the half way (hould recant of his purpofe of going to Fhilippinat , and (hould 
by flight efcape from his Superiour and the reft of his company, the fame ought to be 
punilhed as guilty of defrauding the Kings charges. Ti-is reafon of Calve being a 
politicke and (late reafori prevailed fo farre with the Viceroy, that immediately hee 
commanded a Proclamation to bee made againft whofoever (hould know of the (aid 
Peter ’Borrallo and (hould not produce him to his Highneffe, or (hould harbour him or 
any other Fryer belonging to Vhilippinas from that time forward until* the (hips were 
departed from Acapnlco ; and that whofoever (hould trelpafle againfi this Proclama¬ 
tion, (hould (uffer imprifonment at bis Highnefle his will and and pleafiire, and the 
penalty ot five hundred Duckats to bee paid in at the Kings Exchequer. Wit h this 
Proclamation Calvo began to infult over us, and to tell us, wee were the Kings flaveS 
under hisconduft, and that if any otus durft to leave him ( for hee was jealous of 
molt of us) hee doubted not but with the Viceroy his afliftance and Proclamation he 
(hould find both us and Peter Borrallo out to our further (hame and conftifion. This did 
Very much trouble u», and made my trip friend Thomas de Leon his heart to faint, and 
hiscourageto relent, andutterlyto renounce beforemee his former purpofes of (lay¬ 
ing and hiding himfelfe; yet hee proreftedtomee, if I was fi jll ofthe feme niinde, 
hee would not difeover mee; but feeing liis weaknefle, I durft not trull him,but made 
as if I were of his minde. Thus I betooke my fell to the other three 1 of my friends ( of 
whom one was Antonio Melendez that had beenethe firft caufe of my comming from 
Spain ') whom I found much troubled, doubcfijll and wavering what courfe to take. 
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They conlidered if wee fhould flie, what a (hame it would be to us to be taken and 
brought back to Mexico as prifoners,and forcedly againft our wills to be (hipped to Pbi- 
lippinas.^ they conlidered further if they wcnt,whata flavifh and uncomfortable life they 
fhould live in Phiippinat , without any hopes of ever returning again to Chriftendom. 
yet further they looked upon the Viceroy his Proclamation, and thought it hard to 
breake through the oppofition and authority of fo great a man ; and laftly in the Pro¬ 
clamation they’beheld the eftimation that Calvo had of them, as of Oaves and fugi¬ 
tives to be cried in a publike Market place. Butafter all thefeferious thoughts our 
only comfort was that Peter Borallo was fafely efcaped, and ( as we were inforriiedjhad 
been met farre from Mexico travailing alone towards Guatemala. And we thought,why 
might not we rfcape as well as hei Then I cold them that my refoiution was to day, 
though alone I returned either to Spaiiee, or tooke my journey to Guatemala . the reft 
were glad to fee mee refolute,and gave their hands that they would venture as much as I 
fhould. Thenwefet upon thetime when we fhould takeour flight, and agreed thaceve- 
ry one fhould have a Horfe in readinefle in Mexico , and that the night before the reft of 
our company fhould depart from Mexico towards Acapulco to take (hipping, we fhould 
by two and two in the evening leave £/. Jacintbo , and meet in Mexico where our Horfes 
flood, and from thence fet out and travaile all the night, continuing our journey fo 
the firft two or three nights and refting in the day time ^ untill we were fome twenty 
or thirty leagues from Mexico. For we thought the next morning Calvo awaking and 
miffing us would not (lop the journey of the reft of his company for our fakes, to 
fearch and inquire after us ; orif hedid, it would be but for one day or two at the 
moft, till he had inquired for us in Mexico, oradayes journey in fome of ihecomtnon 
or beaten rodes of Mexico , where we would be fure he fhould not heafb of us- for we 
alfo agreed to travail out of any common or knowne rode for the firft two or three 
nights. This refoiution was by us as well performed and carried on, as it had been a- 
greed upon,though fome had been fear full that a counfell betwixt foure could never be 
kept fecret,nor fuch along journey as of nine hundred miles be compared with fuch 
fmail means of money as was among us, for the maintenance ofour felves and Horfes; 
for after our Horfes w.ere bought,we made a common purfe,and appointed one ro be the 
purfe-bearer,8c found that amongft us all there were but twenty duckars, which in that 
rich and plentifull country was not much more then here twenty Englifh (hillings,which 
feemed to us but as a morning dew,which would foonc befpent in provender only for 
our Horfes } yetwerefo!vedtogoeon,relyingmoreupon the providence of God, then 
upon any earthly mcanes; and indeed this proved to us a far better fupport then all the 
drofle of gold and fiber could have done; and we reckoned that after we had 
travailed fourty leagues from Mexico, and entred without feare into the rode, we had 
for our twenty duckatsneer fourty now in our common purfe. Thereafon was for 
that moft commonly we went either to Friers Cloifters who knew us not, or to rich 
fannes of Spaniards who thought nothing too good for us, and would not onely en- 
tertaine usftately, but at our departure tveuldgive us money for one or two daiecfour- 
ney. All our feare was to get fafely our of Mexico, for wee had been informed that 
Galvo had obtained from the Viceroy officers to watch in the chiefeft rodcs both day 
and night untill he had departed with his Traine of Friers to Acapulco. 

And for all the Viceroy his Proclamation we got a true and truftie friend, who offe¬ 
red to guide us out of A/eadco by fuch a way as we r.eedtd notto feare any would watch 
for us.So with our friend and a map about us to guide us after he had left us in t he mor- 
ning, we cheerfully fet out of about ten of the clock at night, about themiddle 
of Eebmary, and meetingno body about Guadalupe which was the way wee went out 
(though the contrary way to Guatemala , which on purpofe we followed for feare the 
true way fhould be befet>e comfortably travailed all that night,till in the morning we 
came to a little Town of Indians, where we began to fpend of our fmail flock,calling up* 
on the Indians for a Turkey and Capon to break cur faft with our friend and guide be¬ 
fore he returned to ^iw.Bi eakefaft being ended we took our leaves of him,and went 
to reft, that we might be more able to peri orme the next nights journey, which was to 
Crofle theCcUntrey towards vftlifa which is in a valley of twenty miles about at 
ieaftjand doth give it the name of the valley of Atlixco and is a valley much mentioned 
mall thofe parts,for the exceeding great plenty of wheat that is there reaped eve. v veer, 
and is the chief fuftenance and reliefe of CWexicoand all the Townes about. In this 
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Valley are many rich Towneifcf Spaniards and Indians . larTwdkumcd^^ 
them, and went from farme to farme out of the hie h-waies where J TJ a j 
entemmm,™ of thofe rich Farmer* and Yeomen f wh obare fuch -cfp'a U Mo°th1 
Pre^lMt .ruely they ihenght themfelves happy Bi ,h our company. Here „e be 

S=»;!5sXSsr!3”5 

monleafon rame • and the fecond feed which thev fnw in f„mm / n 
firlt harveli ia in, When the feafon of“i« it paSey wlw with man't {°°"■ 
fall into that Valley fromthc mountaines which round befet it, and^etta’tbewater 
among their wheat at their plealiire, and take it away when they^ice fit. H “e i,eW 
men upon nothing but their farms,who are judged tobe worth feme twemy thonfind 

mufick( which hts daughters were brought up to'Jwhich might with morenl^tir i? i 

to pap away the time.To him Antonio MdtndtZ made known our journey towards Gu- 
atemola} and from him we received direftions which way to fleereour afurfe untill we 
might b* throughly free from feare and danger; here we began to fee the great 0^. 
dcnce ofGodj who had brought us being ftrangers to fuch a fri^hrl« iF 

onely welcomed us to him, but when wedeparfed gave us a guide fora wfV ^ "“I 
bellowed upon us twenty duckats tohelpe ttfbeSSdSlS S ? fa 

wheeled about to Ta/co, a Towne of foL frThMSb^ 
great commerce with the Country about by reafon of theerei IWnf r ! 1 ® ye , 

whichisthere. And here we w 7 re very welle^l^^ 

toSl Rode of* cf CthCm °A ° f ° S ’ ^wingwecamefromthence. Here » e gotta- 
to the Rode of Guaxaca, and went to Cbautla, which alfo abeundeth with Cotton¬ 
wool, but in it we found no entertainment but what out owne purfes would afford ns 
ext to this place is a great Town called which doth con fill of at leaf! eight 

hundred Inhabitants, many of them very rich both Indians and SpIniaT fgg 
commodities are chiefly Cotton-wooll, and Sugar, and Cochinil. But bevond thi* 
Town ^ th ^ OUnta ! nes . cal,cd la Mifl'ca, which abound with many ricifand great 

MISS 

fwcef and lufcious fruit great flore;but above all great abundance of cattedwhoft Hides 
areoneof the greatefl commodities that from tLfeparrsar^ 

1 u° Ugh now , they willnofc be knowneofany, left the greedinelfe 
™ Btbm t0 ,T ifery anddel ^n, as it hatfrtheir ndgK^S 
yetthe^^^^ 

ginT fa bgcatile^hev>^v« e fr 0 ^J r0n h wiM not bufie themfelves in'dig- 
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to bchold.lt ft andeth faureficore leagues from Mexico lira pleafant valley from whence 
Cortez Was named Marques del VaUe ,the Marquefle of the Valley .This City,asall the reft 
6 f Ainerica^cxcept the Sea To.wns lyeth open without walls,Bulwarkes, Fors, Towers, 
or any Cattle, Ordnance oi Ammunition to defend it. It mayconfift of at the moft 
twothoufand Inhabitants, and are governed by a Spanijh High Juftice called Alcalde 
Major, whofe power reacheth over all the Valley, and beyond itasfarreas Wxapa^ 
and almoft to "Iecoantepeque, aSeaTowne upon Mar delZur. The Valley is of atleaft 
fifteen miles in length, and ten in breadth, where runneth in the midft a goodly Ri¬ 
ver yeelding great ttore of fifh.The Valley is full of Sheep and other Gattel!,which yeelct 
much Wooll to the Clothiers of the City of Angels, (tore of Hides to the Merchants of 
Spain, and great provxGon of flefh to the City of Guaxaca^ and to all the Townes about, 
which are exceeding rich, and doe maintaine many Cloifters of fryers, and Churches 
with (lately furniture belonging unto them. But what doth make the Valley of 
Guaxaca to bee mentioned farre and neer, are the good horles which are bred in ir,and 
efteemed to bee the beft of all the Country. In this Valley alfb are fome farmes of 
Sugar, and great ftore of fruits, which two forts meeting together have cried up the 
City of Guaxaca for the beftConferves and Prcferves that are made in America. Jo 
the City there are fome fix Cloifters of Nuns and Fryers, all of them exceeding 
rich; but above all is the Cloiftcrof the Dominican Fryers, whofe Church treafure 
is worth two or three Million*; and the building of it the faireft and ftrongeftin all 
thofe parts, the walls ace of ftonefo broad, that a part of them being uponfinilbing 
when Iwastherel fawCartsgoe uponthem, withlloneand other materials. Here 
are alfo two Cloifters ofNuns,which are talked of far and neer not for their religious 
pra&ices,but for their skill in making twodrinkes which are ufed in thole parts, the 
one called Ckoeo/atte (whereof I (hall fpeake heereafter ) and the other At ode, which 
is like unto our AlmndMilk, but much thicker,and is madeofthejuyceof the yong 
Maiz or Indian wheat, which theyfo confeftion with fpices, musk, and fugar, that 
it is not onely admirable in the fweetnefle of the fmell,but much more nourilhing and 
comforting the ftomack. This is not a Commoditie that can bee tranfported from 
thence, but is to be drunk there where it is made. But the other ,Cbocolatte, is made up 
in Boxes,and fent not onely to Mexico and the parts thereabouts, but much of it is 
yeerly tranfported into tyais.This City of Guaxaca is the richer by reafon of the fafety 
they enjoy lor the carriage of their Commodities to and from the port of St. Iobn dt 
Vlbua by the great River Alvarado which runneth not far from if; and although the 
Barkescomenottothe City of Guaxaca , yet they come up to the Z apotecas, and to St. 
1 /defonfo, which is not farre from Guaxaca. And the careleffeneffe of the Spaniards 
here is to bewondred at,that all along this River which runneth up into the heart of 
their Country, they have built as yet no Caftles, Towers,or watch-houfes,or planted 
any Ordinance, trufting onely in this, that great Ihips cannot come up, as if Frigots 
or fmaller Barks, fuch as they themfelves ufe, may not bee made to annoy them. But 
of Guaxaca I (hall fay no more, but conclude that it is of fo temperate an aire, fo a- 
bounding in fruits, and allprovifion requifite for mans life, fo commodioufly fitua- 
ted between the North and South Sea, having on the North fide S t.Iohnde Vlbua, and 
on the South Tecoantepeque afmalland unfortified harbour, thatno place I fo much 
defired to live in whileft I was in thofe patrs as in Guaxaca , which certainly l had 
attempted as I travailed by it, had I not underftood that the Criolian or Native 
Fryers were many and as deadly enemies unto thofe that came from Spain as were the 
Mexicans. And this their fpigbt and malice they (hewed whileft wee were there, to 
anancientand grave old Fryer Mafter in Divinity, who living had been for learning 
the Oracle of thofe parts. This old man died when 1 was there, and becaufewhen 
bee lived they could pick no hole in his Coat, being dead chey fearched his chamber, 
and finding in a Coffer fome moneys which hee had not madeknowne to his Supe¬ 
rior when living (which they would reduce to a finne againft his profeffed pover¬ 
ty, called Propriety, and fubjeft to the cenfure of Excommunication) they reported 
that hee had died excommunicated, and might not injoy their Chriftian buriall in 
the Church or Cloifter,and fo ignominioufly buried their old Divine,and with him his 
Credit and reputation in a grave made in one of thier Gardens. A thing muph talked on 
as (candalous to all the City and Country, which they falved with faying hee was ex¬ 
communicated ; but the truth was,hewasof Sfmt , and therefore at his death they 
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would (hew theirfpjghc untohxm. Forcertainly they could notdoeitfor thefimeof 
Propriety winch by him had been committed in his life, and to them all may be well 

rohTftn 757 &ldt ? thC J cW . e * bdn p in 8 to him a woman found in adultery 
to bee ftonedj Whomever of you is without finne, let him caft the firft done, for all 
of them, yea even the bed Fryers that live in America, are fome way or other much or 
leffegmlty of the finne of. Propriety which they profefle and vow againd Widh 
rnA?A f T WWilth °™' yeS) befid , CS wbat with our eares wee had heard ofdif* 

qords and faftions amongd them, wee thought Gnaxaca was no place for us to live in • 
fo after three dales we made bade out of it, and departed towards Cbiapa, which Iyeth 
three hundred miles from thence. And for our comfortin our further travailing we were 
i n ? rt " ed **} G *?*«*» Jayn mod Towns of the Rode through that country,the Indians 
had an order from the High Judice to give unto Fryers travailing that way either 
horfe toride on, or to carry their carriages and provifion of food freely withom 
mony,ifthey had none/o that at their departure they (hould write it down inVe town 
booke what they had (pent, not abiding above foure and twenty houres in the Town” 

7uftke £ and e Offi ° {tr ^ e,;S afterwards at the yeers end of their ordinal 

Juftice and Queers were to give an account of with carrying their Towne book u/ 

Inw h d C !! Cy belonged ’ and b y & doing thefe expences were at 

lowed ot to bee difeharged by the common Towne Purfe or Treafure, for the which 

a common plot of ground was alloted to bee yeerly fowen with wheat or 
Vit this charitable relief and help of the Townes wee conceived better ofth-ereft 
of our long Journey,and hoped to compafle it with more cafe. And fo joyfully we 
Went on, and thefird place where wee made triall of this order wasatagJeat ToJn 
fff fh W h r i we ®f reeI y caUed forourfowles and what other provilion'we 
faw m the Town, fed heartily on them, and the next day when we were to pay and 
to depart wee called for the Town book, fubferibed our hands to what wee had 
&VCS and f?’/r d ! V j Snt OL, r w ay, praifing thediferetionof the Tudices 
pf that Country who had fetled acourfe fo eafy and comfortable for u,, efSltv 

St S/ ftlallowpar ff‘ fQr ° q 4 * on gi° ur »y- Yet wefoundin fome fmal Towns 
that tht lndsans were unwilling, and (as they alleadgedjunable to extend this Charily 

hnh h l l ^l 0U V a C r mpany ’ and bringing with us the charge Iikewife of foure 
horfesjtyhich made us fomettmes make the longer journey that wee might reach unto 
iSSrH I OW i ne j T T , he u . nextt0 dntiquera in that Rode is Nixapa, which 
^ of at the lead: eight hundred Inhabitans^W, and Indians ,landing up£n the fide 

fois Town h hKh W£ - e Er? 1 "/° rm i e i WaS 3n arme oi the g fcat River I n 

this Town is a very rich Cloider ot Dominican Fryers,where we were well entertained* 

ther ^. Sapi ? Ure p W Lady, which fuperditioufly they fancy to have wrought 

’dT 1 Sma u e , a pi gnniage fron L far and neere 3 and confequently hath great 
riches and Lampes belonging unto it. This is coated abfojutejy one offhe weakht 
,. P J aCCS a11 th c Countrey of Gnaxaca- for here is made much Indigo Sugar Co- 
2, and here grow many trees of Cacao 3 and Achiette, whereofismade t’h &ial 
£ , rn if f.°" im ° d,t y ° f imuch trading in thofe parts, though our Englilh and Holland 

ders makehtcleofitwhenthey take » prize of it at Sea,as not knowing the SeS^ 

SLnl lf y ° n the good of the domack. From hence we went to Aguatitko an d 

Capahta, alfo great Towns dandmg upon a plain Country full of Sheep and Cat tell a 
bounding with e^cellentfruits 3 efpecially Pines and Sandia\ which areas bigasPum^ 
ons 3 and fo watenfi, that they even melt like fnow in the mouth, & cool the heat 2h 
fhere is great,by reafon it is a low and Mankind of ground 3 lying neer theSowh 
The next chief Town and mod confiderable after Gapalita is Tecoantequepete. this isa 
m°£l U /° n ^i e/ZWr,a j nd * barbourfor fmall v e (TeIs,fuch asTradefrom thofe parts 
to Acapulco and .Mexico^ind to Realejo and Guatemala, andfometimesto Panama 
upon fome occafions. Ships whickcooie from Pern to Acapulco doecaIlin.lt is a port 
Sie! d ^or Ships doe come thereabouts, which if 

the y did,they would there find no refidance, but from thence would findean ooen ahA 

^ hlch,s a bov e two thoufand miles by land there is no open harbour but this 
for Gaaxasa, and La Trinidad for Guatemala , and Real,jo for NicaVaZ' JSftZ 
fade Salinas for foiall velTelsin Cop, Rica, and all thefe unprovided of Ordnance and 
Ammunition,all open tjores to let iq aqy Nation that would take the pains to furround 
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the World to get a treafure. This port of Teceantepeque is the chiefe for fifhing 
in all that Countrey; wee met him in the wayes fometimes with fifty fome¬ 
times with a hundred mules together laden with nothing but fait tiOi for Guaxa- 
ca City of the Angels and (-Mexico. There are fome very rich Merchants dwell in 
it’who trade with Mexico, Peru and Philippine, fending their fmallveflels out from 
Port to Port', which come home richly laden with the Commodities of all the 
Southerne or Eafterne parts. From hence to Guatemala there is a plaineRode along 
theCoaftofthe South Sea, palling through the Provinces ofS^zco and Sucbutepe- 
mes- but wee aiming at Cbiapa tookeour journey over the high Rocks and Moun¬ 
tains called gudtnes, travailing firft from Tecoantcpeque to Efiepeque and from thence 
through a defertof twodayes journey,where weewercfametolodgeone night by a 
fin ing of water upon the bare ground in open wide fields,where neither Town nor houfe 
is to bee feene, yet thatcht lodges are purpofcly made for travailers. This plain lyeth 
fo open to the Sea, that the wind from thence blow fo ftrongly and violently that tra¬ 
vailers are fcarce able to fit their horfes and mules; which is the reafon no people in¬ 
habit there, becaufethe windes teare their houfes, and the leaft fire that there breaks 
out, doth a great deale of mifchief. This plaineyetis fall of Cattell, and Horfes 
and Mares,fome wild, fome tame; and through this windy Champaigne Country 
with much adoe we travailed ; though my felf thought I (hould even there end my daies, 
for thefecond day being to reach to aTowne, and my three friends riding before, 
thinking that I followed them, evening now drawing on they made more haft to find 
the Town. But in the meane while my horfe refufed to goe any further, threading 
to lie downe if I put him to more then hee was able. I knew the towne could not be 
far, and fo I lighted, thinking to walke and lead my horfe, who alfo refuted to bee 
led, and fo lay downe. With thisa troop of thoughts befet mee, and to none I could 
give a flat antwer. I thought if I (hould goe on foot to finde out the Towne and my 
company and leave my 'horfe there fadled, I might both loie my fclfe, and my horfe 
and faddle ; and if I fhould find the Towne and come in themorning for my horfe,the 

plain was fo wide and fpatious,thatI might feeke long enough, and neither finde him, 
nor know the place where I left him, for there was nothing neere to marke the place, 
nor where to hide the faddle,neither hedge,tree,(hrub,within a mile on any fide. Where¬ 
fore I confidered my beftcourfe would bee to take up my lodging in the wide ando- 
penwildernefle with my horfe, and to watch him left hee (hould wander and dray a- 
way, untill the morning or untill my friends might fend from the towne to fee what 
was become ofmee, which they did not that night, thinking I had taken my way to 
another Town not far from thence,whither they fent in the morning to enquire for me. 
1 looked about therefore for a commodious place to reft in 5 but found no choice of Iodg- 
ings, everywhere I found a bed ready for mee, which was the bare ground; a bolder 
onely or pillow I wanted for my head, and feeing no bank did kindly offer it telfe 
to eafea loft ftranger, and pilgrinie, I unfadled my weary Jade, and with my faddle 
fitted my head in (lead of a pillow. Thus without a fupper I went to bed in my Mothers 
ownebofome, not a little comforted to fee my tired horfe pluck up hisfpirits, and 
make much of his fupper, which there was ready for him,of fhort, dry and withered 
grafie, upon which hee fed with a greedy and hungry ftomack, promifing mee by his 
feeding that the next day he would performe a journey of at leaft thirty or forty miles. 

, The poor beaft fed apace/ny careful eye watched him for atleaft an houre,when upon a 
fuddain I heard fuch an hideous node of how ling,barking,and crying,as if a whole Ar¬ 
my of dogs were come into the wilderneffe, and howled for want of a prey of fome 
deadhorfo or mule. At firftthenoife feemed tobeapretty way offfrom mee ; but the 
more I hearkened unto it, the nigher it came unto mee, and I perceived it was not of 
dogs by fome intermixt fhrlekingsasofChriftians, which I obferved in it. Anobfer- 
vadon too fad for alone man without anyhelpeor comfort in a wildernefle, which 
made my haire to ftand upright, my heart to pant,my body to bee covered with a fear- 
full fweat as of death. I expefted nothing elfe, not knowing from whence the nolle 
proceeded - fometimes I thought of Witches,fometimesof devils,fometimes of Indi¬ 
ans turned ’into the fhape of beads, (which amongft fome hath beene ufed) fometimes 
of wild and favage beads, and from all thefe thoughts I promifed my felf nothing but 
fure death , for the which I prepared my felfe recommeoding my foule to the Lord, 
whiliir expe&ed my body (hould bee a prey to cruell and mercileflcfie beads; or 
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Tome inftruments of that roaring Lion who in the Apoftle gocth about feekingwhom 
he may devoure. I thought I could not any waies prevaile by flying or running away, 
but rather might that way runne my felfe into the jawes of death; to hide there was 
noplace, to lie ftill I thought was fafeft, for if they were wild beafts, they might fol¬ 
low their courfe another way from mee, and fo I might efcape. Which truly pr oved 
my fafeft ccurle, for while I lay fweating and panting, judging every cry, every how¬ 
ling andshriekingan alarm corny death,being in this agony and fearfull conflift till 
about midnight, on a fuddain the noife ceafed,fleep(though but the lhadow of death) 
feized upon my wearied body,and forfook me not, til the morning* glorious lamp (hi- 
ning before my flurobering eies and driving away death* (hadow greeted me with life 8c 
fafety. When 1 awaked, my foul did magnifie the Lord for my deliverance from that 
nights danger,I looked about faw my horfe alfo neer the place where I had left 
him,! ladled him prefently with defire to leave that wildernefle and to find put my com¬ 
pany, and to impart unto them vt hat that night had happened unto mee; I had not rid 
above a mile, when I came to a brook of water,where were two waies,the one ftraight 
forward along the dclart,where I could dilcover no Towne,nor houles, nor trees in a 
profpeft of five or fix miles at leaft; the other way was on the left hand, and that 
way fome two or three miles off I faw a wood of trees, I imagined there might be the 
Towne; I followed that way, and within a quarter of a mile my Horfe beganne to 
complaine of his poore provender the night before, and to flight me for it; 1 was fain 
to light and lead him; and thusagaincdifcouraged with my Horle, and difcomfortcd 
for the uncertainty of my way, looking about I fpied a thatchthoule ontheone fide 
of the way, and one on Horle-back s who came riding to mee ; it was an Indian be¬ 
longing to that hcule which was the farmeof a rich Indian , and Governour of the 
next Towne, of whom I asked how farre it was to the Town of EJlepeque, he (hewed 
me the trees, and told me that a little beyond them it ftood,and that I fhould notleeic 
untill I came unto it. With this I got up againe and Ijaprred my fallen jade, untill 1 
reached unto the trees,where he was ata ftand and would goe no further. Then I un- 
fadied him, and hid my faddle under fome low Ihrubs, and leaving my horfe ( whom 
I feared not that any would fteale him ) I walked unto theTowne which was not above 
halfe a mile from thence, where 1 found my three friends were waiting for me, and 
grieved for the Ioffe of me,had lent to another Towne to enquire for me ; it was the 
leaft thought they had that I had been a lodger in the defart. When I related unto them 
and to the Indiant the noife and howling that I had heard,the lndiam anfwered me that 
that was common mufick to them almoft every night, & that they were Wolves and Ti- 
gres which they feared not,but did often meet them and with a fticke or hollowing did 
fcare them away, ar.d that they were onely ravenous for their Fowles, Colts, Calves 
or Kids. Aftera little dilcourle I returned with an lndiantofecke my Horfe and fad¬ 
dle, and in that Towne I fbuld my wearied Af<;*iM»beaft>andhiredanother to Emk* 
peque whither we went all four friends again in company.Where note that in this plain 
and champaigne country of Tecoantepeqtte are five rich and pleafant Townes full of 
fruits and provision of vittuall,a!I ending in Tepequt, to wit, Tecoantepeque , EJlepeque ) 
Ecatepequ ?, Sanatepeqtte, and Tapanatepeque. Now from Ecateptque wee could dilcover 
the high mountainesof Queltnej, which were the fubjeft of moftof our difconrle to 
Sanatepeqtte , and from thence to Tapanatepeque.Yor we had been informed by Spaniards 
and Travailers in the way, that they were the mod dangerous mountains to travail over 
that were in all thofe parts 5 and that there wereon the top of them fome pafiages fo 
narrow, and lo high, and fo open to theboifterous windsthat came from the South- 
fea, which leemed to lie at the very bottom of them; and on each fide of thefc narrow 
paflagesfafch deep precipices among rocks, that many times it had happened, that the 
wind blowing furioufly had caft downe Mules laden with heavy carriages downe the 
rockes, and likewile Horle-men had been blown down both Horfe and man. The fight 
of therockes and mountaines did terrifie us,and the report of them did much affright 
u?; fo that in all this way wedidconferre which way to take, whether the rode way to 
Guatemala which liech under thofe mountaines along the eoaft by the Country of Saco- 
»«*c0,from whence^ though out of our way ) we might have turned to Cbiapa, or whe¬ 
ther we fhould fleer our right courle to Cbiapa over thole monntains,which we had been 
informed, we might lafely paffe over if the winds did not blow two boifteroufly. We 
refolved that when wee came to Tapanatepequt we would choole our way according as 
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the winds did favour or threaten us, but howeverto Cbiapa we would goe,becaule there 
we had underitood was the Superiour and Provinciall of all the Dominicans of thofe 
parts, (rowhomweoughtroaddrefleourfelves)andalfo becaufe we would fire that 
famous and much talked of Province of Cbiapa. In Sanatepeque wee met with a Frier 
who gave us ftately entertainment, and from thence gave us Indians to guide us to Ta- 
panaiepeque , and a letter to the chiefe of the Towne ( which alfo wa* at his command) 
to give us Mules to carry us, and Indians to guide us up the mountaines. Here the reft of 
Our Horfes alfo failed us, but their weariaefle was no hinderance to us, for the Indi¬ 
ans were willing to give us as much or more then they had coft us, becaufe they were 
true Mexican breed, andalltheway we went to Cbiapa and through that country to 
Guatemala the Towns were to provide us of Mules for nothing.We came to T apanatepe- 
qut ( which ftandeth at the bottome and foot of guelenes ) on Saturday night, and 
with the letter we carried were very much welcomed and entertained well by the Indi¬ 
ans. 

This Towne is one of thefweeteftandpleafanteft of any we had feen from Guaxaca 
thither, and itfeems God hath replenilhed it with all forts of comforts which Tra- 
vailers may need to afeend up thofe dangerous and fteepy rockes. Here is great plenty 
of cattel for flelh, and rich Indians which have farmes, called there E flantia’s, in fome 
athoufand, in fome three or four thoufand head of cattell ; fowleshere are in abun¬ 
dance, fifhthebeftftoreandchoifeftof any Towne from Mexico thither- for the Sea 
is hard by it, and befides there runneth by it a fmall river which yeelds divers forts of 
fifh. From the mountaines there fall fo many fprings of water, that with them the 
Indians water at their pleafure their gardens which are ftored with much herbage and 
lallets. The (hade which defendsfrom the heat ( which there is great) is the daughter 
of moft fweet and goodly fruit trees, and of Orange, Lemmon, Citron and Fig 
leaves. The Sabbath morning was fo calme that we defired to make ufe of it, left by 
longer delayes the winds fhould flay us, or force us to thecoaftof Soconnfco. But 
the Indians intreated us to bee their gueffe at dinner, not doubting but the weather 
would hold, and promifing us to provide us ftrong and lufty Mules, and provifion of 
fruits, and fried fifh, orfowles, or what our felves defired. We could not refule this 
their kind offer, and fo flayed dinner with them. After dinner our Mules were brought, 
and two Indians to guide us and carry our provifion, which was fome fried filh, and a 
cold rofted Capon, with fome fruit as much as mightfuffice us for a day, for the chief 
afeent and danger is notabovefoven leagues, or one and twenty Englijh miles, and 
then beyond the top of the mountaines three miles is one of the richefl farmsfor Hor¬ 
fes, Mules, and Cattel, in all the Countrey of Cbiapa } where we knew we fhould be 
welcomed by one Dot John de Toledo , who then lived there. Though thefe moun¬ 
taines {hew themfelves with feverall (harp pointed heads,and are many joyned together, 
yetoneof them is only mentioned in that Country by the Travailers, whichis called 
Maquilapa t over the which lieth the way to Cbiapa. To this high, fteepy, and crag¬ 
gy Maquilapa we tooke our journey after dinner, and were by the proud mountaine 
that night well entertained, and harboured in a green plot of ground refembling a 
meadowjwhich lay as a rib of the one fide of that huge and more then Pyrenian mon- 
fter. The Indians comforted us with the (hews of faire weather,and told us that they 
doubted not but the next day at noone we fliould be at Von John de Toledo his Efiancia , 
or farme. With this we fpread our fupper upon the green table-cjoth, and at that firtt 
meale eat up our Capon and moft of the provifion of our cold fried fi{h, leavingonly 
a bit for our mornings breakefaft, the fprings of water like Conduit-pipes, trickling 
downe the rockes, gave us melodious muficke to our fupper ; the Indians fed merrily, 
and our Mules contentedly, and fo the fountaine Nymphes fung us afleep till morning, 
which feemed to us as calme and quiet as the day before, and encouraged us haftily to 
fnatch that bit which we badlefc and fo up from breakefaft, to fay merrily, up to Ma- 
qHilapa. We had not winded the mountaine upwards much above a mile, when the 
higher we mounted, the more we heard the wind from above whittling unto us,and for¬ 
bidding us to goe any further. We were now halfe way up, and doubtfull what wee 
fhould doe, whither go forward, or returne to T apanattpeque to eat more fifh,or to flay 
where we were a while until 1 the weather were more calme, which we thought mighc 
be at noone or towards evening. The Indians told us that about a mile further there 
was a fountaine of water, and a lodge made under trees on purpofe for Travailers that 
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were dther benighted 6 r hindredby the winds tocompaffe their journey up themoun- 
taine. Thither we went with much adoe, hopingthe wind would fall; butftillthe 
higher we climbed, theftronger we felt the breath ot' JEoliu , and durft not like the 
people called Ffilli ( of whom Hcrodotm writeth ) march againft him, leaftasthey in 
ftead of a viftory found a grave in the fands where they metto oppofe him,fo we in Head 
of a (trending (hould by a furious blaft be made todefcend into thofe deep and horrid 
precipices, which truely tbreatned death,and offered themfelves to be a grave untoonr 
torne and mangled bodies. We liked the fountaine very well, and the lodge better for 
the harbour of trees which compaffed it about. The wind kept on breathing,and we 
flood ftill Tearing, tillthcday wasfofarrefpentthatwehadno hopes of goingback, 
or forward. Of any fupper we defpaired that night, who would have been glad now 
to have picked a bone of a Capons leg, or to have fucked a fifties head, and law there 
was nothing for us,but only to feed our hungry flomackes with the remembrance of the 
plenty the night before.Thus gazing one upon another,and fometimes looking down to 
thefounraine, fometimes looking up to the trees, we perceived amongft them a Lem¬ 
mon tree, full of fmall and very fowre green Lemmons. It was not with us as with 
T antalm who could neither injoy the fruit above him, nor the waters beneath him ; we 
could and did molt greedily catch and fnatch the Lemmons, which were fawce for no 
meate, but onely to fill an empty ftomack; with them wee fupped and tooke our reft. 

The next morning the wind was rather ftronger then calmer, and we as ftrong the fe- 
cond day asihefirftin ourpurpofeof flaying there, and not turning our backes like 
Cowards. The Indians were alfo willing to flay yet one day longer 5 fo wefelltoour 
breakefaft of Lemmons which were fomewhat coole to a fading Itomack, and reliftied 
nothing the better with a draught from the cleere fountaine. And of what we left on 
the tree we made our dinner and fupper, adding to oar water what we faw the Indians 
did drinke, who had their fmall bags full of powder of their Maiz, of which firft ma¬ 
king cakes as dry as biiket they then grind them to powder, and when they travaile, 
carry with them that powder to drink with water. This wee thought might bee more 
nourifhing to us, then Lemmons and water onely, and fo for that day we bought of 
them halfe a bagfull of powder giving for it in our want and neceflity four rials,or two 
Englijb (hillings, which out of Maqttilapa and that our feare of ftarving might not be 
worth above a penny ; and yet this was but weake nouriftiment for our feeble bodies. 

Thus we waited all Tuefday for the laying of the wind, refolvingthe next morning ei¬ 
ther togoe up the hill, ot downeagaine to Tapanatepejue. But on wednelday morning 
the wind feeming to be fomewhat laidjWepurpofed to (lay till noon hoping then it 
would be fure travailing j but it ceafed not but rather increafed a little^vhereupon one 
of our company refolved togoe upwards a mile or two on foot, and trie the pafla- 
ges, and the danger of the wind and to bring us word againe; for we thought our 
feare might be greater then the danger, who had heard much talke, but had not as yec 
feen any thing worth our feare. Up therefore went our friend,who (laid from as neer 
two houres, and then returningbacke he told us he thought we might get up leading 
our Muks by the bridles. But what with further queftions and debates the time palled 
away/o that we thoughtit might be too late 5 and for that day we put off our journey 
untill the nextmorning,refolutely purpofing to goe forwards altogether if the wind 
were not much increafed. So that day we fell again to our green crabby Lemmons, wa¬ 
ter and Maiz powder, all which we found had much weakned our bodies and feared if 
wc continued there any longer they might haften our death. Wherefore on Thurfday 
morning (the wind being as the day before ) commending our felves firft unto the pro¬ 
tection ol that Lord whom the winds and fea obey, we mounted up upon our Mules 
(leaving our names written in the barke of agreattree, and thedayes we flayed there 
without food ) and fo went upward. Wee perceived no greatdanger in the wind a 
great while,but fome Heps and paflages upon (tony rockes we feared for the narrownefle 
of them, and there we lighted,thinking our felves fafer upon our own two feet, then 
upon the four feet of a beaft.But when we came up to the very top of MaquilapaQvihkh. 
fignifies in that tongue, A head without haire ) we perceived truly the danger fo much 
talked of, and wi(hsd our fdves-again with our green Lemmons in the way to Tapana- 
tepeque, for we found it indeed a head without haire, a top without a tree or branch to 
fhelter a fearfull Traveller ; the paflage that lieth open to the fea may be no more than 
a quarter of a mile, but the height and narrownfie of it ftupefieth, for if we looke on 
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the one fide, there is the wide and t'pacious South-tea lying fo deep and low under it 
thatitdazleth theeies to behold it ; if weelooke on the other fide, there aierockes of 
at lead fix or feven miles depth; whofe fight doth make the ftoutelt and hardeft heart 
(though like themfelves-) to quake and quiver ; fo that here the fea expefts rofwallow, 
there the rockes threaten to tear with a downfalI,and in the midft of thofe dangers in 
fomeplaces the paflage is not above an ell broad. We needed better cordialls tor that 
quarter of a mile then feeding three daies upon green Lemmons and water,and durft not 
man our felves fo much as to goe through it upon our Mules^we lighted 3 and gave the 
Indians our Mules to lead,and we followed them one by one not daring to walk upright 
for fear of head giddineffe with looking on either fide, but bowing our bodies we crept 
upon our hands and feet as neereunto the trackes which beads and Travailershad made 
as we could without hindering our going. And when we had got to the end of that 
paflage, and where the mountaine was broader, and the trees promifed reliefe 5 we then 
looked back boldly, and accufed of folly both our felves and all other Travailers that 
fought no other way though ten miles about, to avoid that danger both for man and 
bead. From thence joyfully we made hafteto Von John cb Toledo;, who made us wel¬ 
come and gave us fome warme broath to comfort our ftomacks, which were fo weake 
thatnofooner had wee eat any thing, bucpefently we caft it tip againe • till after ma¬ 
ny fiips of broath and wine we recovered flrength towards night, and eat our fuppers; 
there we flayed two daies; and thus throughly refrelhed wee"went to Acapala a very 
great Towneof Indians in the Province of Cbiapa, flandingby the fame river that 
paffethby Cbiapa, which is called Cbiapa de Indus , or Cbiapa of the Indians, to di- 
Linguifh it from another Cbiapa a called Cbiapa Reall the Roial Cbiapa , or Cbiapi de 
Efpanolej, Cbiapa of the Spaniards. From Acapala we went fir A to Cbiapa of the Indi¬ 
ans, which ftandeth almofl as low as Maqttilapa is high, fcatedupona river as broad 
as is the Thames at London, which hath its fpring from the meuntaines called Cuckuma - 
tlanes, in the rode from Cbiapa Real to Guatemala, and runnes towards the Province 
of Zoques, where itentreth into the river of Tabafco , But of this Cbiapa I will fpeak 
a little more in the next Chapter, and now onely fay that here we were joyfully enter¬ 
tained by thole Fryers, who looked upod usas members belonging to the Corporati¬ 
on of that their Province,and allured us that the Provinciall and chief Superiour would 
beverygladof ourcoming, who wanted Spanijb Fryers to oppofe the Criolians and 
Natives who ftrivedtogeta head as they had donein Mexico and Guaxaca. Here we un- 
derftood that the Provincial! was not above one daies journey from thence. Here al- 
fowemet with our friend Peter r Borallo ) who had come before us alone* and made his 
efcape from Mcxico:he comforted us much with the good and kind ufage which he had 
found there; yet he told us how Calvo was gone with the reft of his traine from Mexi- 
co to Acapulco, & from thence was {Ripped with them to Philippine-, but that at his depar¬ 
ture he had writ a letter ofbitter complaints unto the Superiour of Cbiapa and Guatema- 
la againft him and ns four, defiring the Provinciall not to entertaine 11s, but to fend us 
backe to Mexico , to be (hipped from thence the next yeer unto Philippine • which let¬ 
ter was not regarded; but much flighted by the Provinciall. After,we had been a week 
feafled in Cbiapa, we thought it now fit to prefent our felves to the Provinciall ( whofa 
name was Fryer Peter Alvarez'^ that from him we might receive judgement,and know 
whether we (hould flay in that Province,orbe forced to return to Spaine,i or in no other 
part of America we could be entertained. Wefound the Provinciall in a little Tcwne 
called St.cbrijlopher, between Cbiapa of the Indians and the Roiall Cbiapa, recreating 
himfelfein thefhady walkes, which are many fweet ahdpleafantin thatfmall Towne; 
where alfo there is ftoreof fifh, and great abundance of rare, and exquifite fruits. 
He entertained us very lovingly with faire and comfortable words,with a (lately dinner 
and fupper, and before we went to bed, tolhewhis humility hee did unto us what 
Chrift to his Difciples, hee wafhed our feet. The firft day he faid little or nothing 
unto us concerning our continuing in that Country ; but the next day he difeovered 
unto us his full reloiutions, with many wife and cunning fophifmes. For firft he read 
unto us the letter which Calvohzd writ unto him againft us, glofling upon it how ill we 
had done in forfaking our firft love and calling to Philippine , and the danger manv 
Indian foules might bee in by reafonof ournot going thitherto convertand inftruft 
them, whofe gifts and abilities he fuppofed might have been more profitable and com¬ 
fortable to thofe foul8,then thofe who in our (lead and abfence lhould be fent amongft 
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them. And fecond!y,hee told us how wee had fruftrated the King of Spaiaes good 
hopes of us.who bad allowed us means and maintenance from Spain to Mexico ^'hoping 
that by us many foulesof Indians in Philippine might bee faved. Thirdly, heetold 
us that heelooked upon us as his prifoners, in whofe power it was to imprifon us, and 
to lend us prifoners to Mexico to the Viceroy,tobee (hipped from thence to Manifa, 
according to Calvo his demand. But for the prefent hee would not let us know what 
hee meant to doe with us • Onely hee bad us not to bee difeouraged, but to be meriy 
and recreate our lelves, and that after dinner wee (hould know more from him,when 
he had received an anfwer to a Letter which hee had writ unto the City of Cbiapa con¬ 
cerning the difpofall of our perfons. Thefe reafonings of the grave and old Provinci¬ 
al! did not a little fad our hearts ; for the Ioffe of foules, and King of Spain his in¬ 
tentions and charity charged upon us,and imprifontnent fpoke of by the by,were Words 
which feemedofa very high ftraine, and fo could hardly bee digefted by us; this mor¬ 
ning* break faft had quite taken away frotnus our ftomack to our dinner. And thus 
wee departed from the prefence of the venerable Fryer Peter Alvarez, and betookeour 
felves to a (feady walke under Orange trees belonging to the houfe where this Superioui- 
was. In this fhade wee conferred with out felves upon the words of Alvarez, and 
finding them of fo high a nature, as involving foules, a King, and imprifonment, we 
thought verily wee (hould bee fent back to Mexico, and from thence like fugitive flaves 
bee forced to Pbilippmm. Here my hopes of ever more feeing England were loft; Antonio 
Melendez his heart panted,witbed himfelf again upon the higheft top of Maquilapa ; 
another wiihed himfelfe with old Calvo at Sea failing to Manila, though it were but to 
help him ferape hisrufty Gammons of Bacon. 

The motion was made to make an efcape from Alvarez, as wee had done froth 
Calvo ; but to this anfwer Was made, that whither fo ever wee went, not knowing the 
Country,wee fhould bee difcovered; and that put cafe theworft, wee fhould bee fent 
to Mexico, wee might better efcape in the way, then there where wee were. Atlaftt 
told the reft, that I could conceive no hard nor harfh ufage from that fmiling and 
loving countenance of the Provinciall,nOr after that his low and humble aft ofwafhing 
our feet the night before; and that I thought verily hee wifhed us well for having 
come fo far to offer < 5 ur felves for fellow-labourers inthatharVeft of fouls belonging to 
his charge,and whom wee knew wanted filch as we were newly come from Spain to op- 
pofe the Criolians or Natives faftion in that Province j alleadging furthermore the 
example of our friend and companion Peter Bor alio, whom hee had already incorpo¬ 
rated into that Province,and could doe no lefie with us without partiality and accepta¬ 
tion of perfons. And laftly,my opinion was, that in cafe wee ought not to be enter¬ 
tained there, yet the Provinciall would not lend us back to Mexico, there to be dilgraced 
and affronted, but would give way unto us to returne to Spain, or whither elfe wee 
would, with fome relief and mony in our purfes. Whilft wee were thus troubled,and 
in this fad and ferious difcourfe, old Alvarez it feemes had been eying of us from his 
window, and as Jofepb could not long fuppreffe and keep in the expreffions of a loving 
and tender heart unto his brethren;fo this good Superior peiceiving that vve were trou¬ 
bled with what he had faid unto us,fent his companion unto us to comfort us; which 
wee eafily perceived by hisdifeourfe when hee came unto us. For as fcone as hee Came 
hee asked us why wee were fo fad and melancholy ? hee told us, the Provinciall alfb 
had obferved that wee were troubled. But, faid hee, bee of good cheare; bee con¬ 
fident that the Provinciall wifheth you very well,and needeth fuchas you are, and having 
come into his Dominion to thruft your felves upon his mercy, by harfli and unkind 
ufage hee will not doe what Martiall Law forbids a hard hearted Souldier to doe unto 
his enemy upon fuch termes. Many fetch comfortable Words did he fpeak unto Us 5 and 
told us further that the Provinciall had been much cenfured by the Criolian party fot 
entertaining of Peter BoraUo and that now they would ftirworfe feeing four more 
come to weaken their faftion; and therefore heedeflred to bee welladvifed concerning 
us, and to carry our bulxnefle with fii’ch difcretion,as might g ; ve little offence to thofe 
who were apt to judge and cenfure the beft of all his aftions. And finally hee did af- 
fure us, that wee fhould never bee fent back as prifoners to Mexico by the Provinciall, 
who in cafe hee could notentertaine us in Cbiapa, or Guatemala, Would further us 
with all his favour, and friends, and money in our purfes to return againe to Spain. 
Thefe reafons were heart fainting Cordials unto us , and ftomack preparatives to a , 
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good dinner, to which by the found of a bell wee Were invited. When wee came in 
theloving,fmiling,and fatherly countenance of the good Provincial! didchearus more 
then allthecheare that waited for us upon the table in feverall difhes, all which were 
feafoned to our palates with the fauce of the comfort, which the Provincials meffenger 
had brought unto us in the (hady Orange walke in the garden. The great provifion 
offilhand flefli, with fruits and fweetmeats were yet to usa ftrong argument that wee 
werevery welcome; for what wee fed on that day, might well become a Noble mans 
Table ; Befides in many paffages of cur difccurfe wee perceived that good old Alvarez 
his heart was overjoyed With our comming to him. Dinner being ended the Provin- 
ciall defired to play a game at Tables with us round about, faying hee would notwin 
ourmoney, becaule hce judged us poore after fo longa journey. But thus hee/etled 
the game and fport ; thatifhedid win,wefhould fay for him five andfive 

Ave Maries 5 but if weewun, wee fhould win our admittance, and Incorporation in¬ 
to that Province. This fport pleafed us well, for our winnings wee judged would be 
to us more profitable at that time, then to winne pounds, and our loofings we valued 
not; befides wee wereconfident all wentwell with us, when from the favour of the 
Dice, wee might challenge that favour which with many weary journeys wee had 
come to feck above foure hundred miles* The fport began, and wee young blades 
taking one by one our turnes were too hard for the old man, who(aswee perceived) 
would willingly bee the lofer, that his very Joffcs might fpeak unto us what through 
policy and diferetion hee would not utter with words. Yet wee boldly challenged 
our winnings, which asfoone as wee had ended our game were now furely con¬ 
firmed unto us by the returne of an Indian meffenger, who that morning had 
been fent to the City of Cbiapa for advice and coUnfell from the Prior and the chiefe 
of the Cloifter concerning our difpofal,and now was returned with ananfwer from the 
Prior, who in his letter exprefied great joy unto the Provincial! for our comming 
and fo from the reft of the Seniors of the Cloifter, and did earneftly begge of the Su- 
periour, that hee would fend us to him to bee his gueffe, for that our cafe had beepc- 
hisownefome ten yeers before, for heehadalfoat Mexico forfaken his company to 
Philippine , and fled to Guatemala , where for his learning and good parts hee had 
been asaftranger much envied by the Criolian faftion- but now hee hoped hee 
fhould have fome to fide with bimagainft fuch as fpighted and maligned him. Old Al- 
varez was much taken with his letter, andtoldusheemuftpay what hee bad loft, and 
that the next day he would fend us to Cliapa, there to abide untill heetooke further 
care of us, to fend us to other parts of the Country,tolearne the Indian languages that 
wee might preach unto them. This difeourfe bring ended Wee betooke our felves again 

to the Garden which fmelled more of comfort then before dinner, and to our fbady 
walks which now offered us a fafer proteftion then they haddonein the forenoone 
countenancing that proteftion which we had gained from the Provincial. S 

Here we began to praife God,who had looked upon us in our low eftate’ not foreet- 
tmgthe wife and politick Provincial! , who though hee had loft his games for otir 
comfort, wee would not hee fhould lofe oUr prayers, which there wee offered up to 
God for his health and fafety. And fo till fupper time wee continued our difcoUrfe in 
the Garden fuller of mirth and pleafant jefts, then wee had done before dinner/natch- 
mg now and then at the Oranges and Lemmons, which were there both fowre and 
fweet, eating of fome,and cafting feme one at another, byt efpecially at him whohad 
wifhed himfelfe with Calve drefling his rufty Bacon,whom we ftriyed to beat out of the 
gardenbyforeeofOrangeandLemmonbulletS; which fport we continued the more 
willingly, becaufe wee perceived the good Provinciall flood behind a Latticein a Bal- 
cony beholding us, and rejoycing to fee our hearts fo light and merry. Wee had 
no fooner beat hisfriend out of the garden, when the bell to fupper founded a 
retreat t° us all, and called us again to meet our belt friend Alvarez, who had fur- 
nilhedusa Table agame like that at noone. After flipper hee told us that the next mor¬ 
ning hee would [end us to Cbiapa , for that the Prior had writ unto him he would meet 
us in the way wuh a Breakfaft at a Towne called St. Philip ; wherewith wee conceited 
very highdy of our felves to fee that Provincialls and Priors were fo forward to feaft 
us. let before we went to bed, the Provinciall would try .-gain a game at Tables with 
every oneofus, to feeifnow heecould beat us that had been tcohard for him at noon, 
i he matter of our game was now altered, and what we played for was this; if the Pro¬ 
vincial! 
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vinciali wun, wee were to bee his prifoners^whichmyftery wee underftood not till th7 
n l Xt ^h rt, !- Co dnilnWdSCrak y and Polidck > an d Knewheecoiildwinneof us 
wheii he lifted, for hee was an excellent gamefter at Tables) but if wee Wun of him 
hee was to give us a box of Cbocolatte , which was a drinke wee liked very Well. The 
panie went on, and wee every one of us one by one were lofers, yet underftood not 
how wee fhould bee hisprifoners,but flightedour Ioffes. Yet for all this the merrv 
Provincial! told us, hee was Tory wee had loft, andwilhed Wee might never bee prifon- 
ei* to aworfe eneroiethen hee ; and that wee fhould perceive it, hee would comfort 
us each one as a prifoner with a box of Cbocolatte , to drinke for his fake, and to com¬ 
fort our hearts, when raoft wee fhould find them difcomforted for our Ioffes. Wee un¬ 
derflood not his meaning till the next day at noone, but thought it wasajeft and a 
wordoffport and mirth, like many fuch like which in his difcourfe had come from 
him. 

With this Wee tooke our leaves, and went to bed with light and herry hearts. In 
the morning two Mules of the Provinciall and two pf his Companion were fadlctlfor 
ns, and atleaft a dozen Indians onhorle back waited for us to conduct tis up a ftcepy 
hill and through woods to the Towne of St. Philip. After our breakfaft the good Pro¬ 
vinciall itnbraced us, and bad us farewell, defiring us to pray for him; and not fo bee 
difeohraged by any thing that might befall us, afluring us heewifhed us very well and 
would doe what lay in his power for our good. yet fo, that hee muftufepolicy’and 
diferetion to ftop the mouths of the Criolians,whom hee knew hated both him and us 
Thus we departed with Waits and Trumpets founding before us,which rebounded ah 
Echo all the way up the hill from us to old Alvarez whom we had left in a low bottome 
compaffed about with hilson every fide. Wee had no fooner afeended up to the top of 
the Mountaine,when we difeovered a little Valley, and in it the City of Chiapa of the 
Spaniards • with two or three fmall Villages,of which one was St. Philip at the bottom 
of the MountaincjWhich we wereto defend. The Trumpets which ftill went found¬ 
ing before us were a fufficient and loud Alarme to St. Philips Inhabitants of our com- 
ing, and a warning for the fpeedier hafteningof our (econd breakfaft, for the which 
the cold morning aire f which Wee found fomewhat piercing upon the Mountaine) 
had whettedand through prepared our ftomacks. We had notgot down the Moun¬ 
taine halfeamile, when wee met with a matter of twenty gallant Indians on horfe- 
back with their trumpeters founding before them,and behind them came upon a (lately 
Mule the Prior of Chiapa, (whole name was Father John Baptifi') a merry fat Fryer, 
who calling us his brethren fugitives from Philippines , told us wee were welcome to 
that country,and to him especially,and that in the next St.Philip he would (hew us bet¬ 
ter fport, then any St .Philip in all the Philippines Iflands could have (hewed us, if wee 
had gone thither. Thus with a plealant difcourfe, and many merry conceits from 
the good Prior weefoone came downe the hill, where the whole Village of St.Philip 
waited for us both men and women,fome prefenting unto us nofegaies, others hurling 
Rofesand other flowers in our faces, others dancing before us all along the ftreet, 
which was (trowed with herbes and Orange leaves, and adorned with many Arches 
made with flowers and hung with garlands for us to ride under untill wee came to the 
Church, where for halfean houre wee were welcomed with the beft mufick from the 
City of Chiapa, which the Prior had hired to come with him to entertaine us. Our 
Mufick being ended, fat Father John Baptifi flood up and made a (hortfpeechunto 
the Indians , giving them thankes fortheir kind and pompous entertainment of us 
his fpeciall friends, and that their foules might gaine by it, hee granted unto them 
a plenary indulgence of all their linnes paft to bee gained by as many of them asfhould 
vifit thatChurch the next Lords Day either before or afternoon. And thus from the 
Altar wee went unto our breakfafting Table,which was furnifhed with many well fea* 
foned difhes of fait and well peppered and fpiced meats, all fit to make Us rclifh better 
a cup o (Spanifh Pier Ximeny which the Prior had provided for us. After our fait meats, 
came fuch rare and exquifitelbrts of (weet meats made by John Baptifi his beft devoted 
Nuns of Chiapa, that the like wee had not feen from St. John de Vlhua to that place. 
Thefe were to prepare our ftomacks for a Cup of Cbocolatte , with the which we end¬ 
ed our breakfait.Butwhilft all this was gallantly performed by the Prior,it was a hard 
Riddleunto us, what hee often repeated unto us faying,Brethren break your faft well, 
for your dinner will be the meaneft as ever yee did eate in your lives, and now enjoy 
thisfweet liberty which will not laft long unto you. Wee obferved the words, but 
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knew not what.ro tnake of them, till wee came unto the Cloifter. After our bieakfeft 
the Indians (hewed us a little fporc in the Market place, running races on horfe-back, 
and playing at Jttegode Carina's-, which is to meet on horftback, with broad iargets 
to defend their Heads and (houlders while pa (Ting by they hur!eCanes,or darts one at a- 

nother* which thofe/»<&«« afted with great dexterity. _ 

Thus the good Prior of Chiapa feafttd us, and pet mitted us to injoy our liberty as 
long as it feemesit had beene agreed upon by letters between him and the Provincial], 
which was tillit might be dinner time in the Cloifter of Chiapa, where wee were to bee 
before noone. The time drew neere, and we had from St. Vhilip to t he Crt y of Cbiapa 
feme two E nglifh miles to ride; Wherefore the Prior commanded our Mules to bee 

brought; the waits and trumpets gave warning to the Town of our departure; and lo 

with many horfemen, with dances, Mufick and ringing of Bells wee were as 
(lately and joyfully conduced outofthe Town, as wee had teen induced into it. 
At the firft halfe miles end the Prior gave thankes unto the Indians, and de¬ 
fied themtoreturn, the Cloifter being reer where wee expefted another kinds cf 
entertainment, not ufing in the City and Cloifter that pompe and ftate, which 
in the Country might bee allowed. The Indians tooke their leaves of us• and on we 
went with onely two as guides before us. Within halfe a mile ofthe City,the Prior 
and a companion of his flopped, and tooke cut of his pocket an order from the Pro¬ 
vincial!,which he read untour, tothiseffeft, That whereas we hadforfaken onrJaw- 
full Superior Ca'vo in the way to Tbilippinat, and without his licence had come unto 
the Province of Chiapa, hee could not in confcience but inflift feme punift ment upon 
us before he did enable us to abide there as membersunder him ; therefore hee did brief¬ 
ly command the Prior of Chiapa , thatasfoone asweeftiould enter into his Cloifter, 
heefhould fhut us up two by two in our chambers, aS in prifon?, forthree daies, not 
differing us to goe out to any place, fave onely to the publick placeofrefeftron (called 
Refe&oryjwhereall the Fryers met together to dine and dip, where at noon time we 
weretoprefentour felves before all the Cloifters fitting upon the bare ground,and there 
to receive no other dinner,but only bread and watcr 5 but at dipper we might have in our 
chamberSjOrPrifons, what the Prior would be plcafed to allow us, This was the Pe¬ 
nance enjoined upon us by the wife and cunning Provincial!. This newes at the firft 
was but fowre fawce, or a dry Poftpaft after a double fumptuous breakfafl • it was a 
dolefull ditty to us after our Mufick, and dances, to heare of a treble faft after our feaft; 
to heare of imprifonment after fo great liberty. We now began to remember the Pro- 
vincialls winnings at Tables the night before , and the myftcry thereof, and be¬ 
gan to thinke how comfortable his boxes of CbocoUtte would be unto us after a meale 
of bread and water. Now wee called to minde the fhort dinner the Prior had told us 
atSt .Philips wee were like to havethatday, and of the liberty hee bad us then make 
much of. But the good Prior feeing us fad upon a fuddaine, and our countenances 
changed, fmiled upon us, wifhingus not to thinke the worfe of him, nor of the Pro¬ 
vincial! , who did that out of Policy,and to flop the Criolians mouths,whom he knew 
would murmur,if no punilhment wereiufli&ed upon us. Heeaffured us, after ourim- 
prifonment, of honours and preferments, and that as long as wee were with him, wee 
fhould want no incouragement. and that after a bread and water dinner heecould fend 
us to our chambers a Supper,that (hould ftrongly fupport our empty ftomacks,ard furre 
and line them well for the next foure and twenty houres. With thefe incouragemenrs 
on wee went to the Cloifter of Chiapa , where wee were welcomedby molt of t he Fry- 
ers, but in fomefew wee noted a ft owning and difaffe&ed countenance. We were no 
fooner conduced to our chambers, when the bell founded to dinner for the reft, and 
cryed aloud to us Penance with bread and water. Downeweewenttothe common 
dining place, and thanks being given, the Fryers fitting round the tables, wee foure 
Tbilippinian Jonahs ( fo fome Criolians were plcafed to term us) betook our felves ro 
the middle of the Refe&ory,Where without cuftiions,ftooles, fears or forms j t ee fare 
upon the bare ground crofle legged like Tailors, a&ing humility now ferourdifebedi- 
ence unto flovenly CWz/o.While the firft difh was prefented round the tables,to each of us 
wasprefented a loafeof reafonable bigneffe, and a pot of pure Cryftall Water, where¬ 
of wee fed and dranke moft heartily though With full ftomacks from a double breakfaft 
before. Yet even herein this publick Aft of fhame and difgrace (which wee krew 
Was ufuall among Fryers for lefle faults then curs) we had this comfort, that We l ad 
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a Prior and Provincial! for friends, and that that purufhmem came from a friendly 
hand» whole Chocolatte wee had to comfort our fading bodies 5 and lecondly, 
wet knew that wee {hould have that night in our prifon chambers a better 
fupp.r than any of thofe before us , who fed upon their three or foure difhes. 
But thirdly, it was our comfort that at that very time a Criolian Frier alio (ate upon 
the ground with us ( of whole company we had been informed by (ome friends be- 
fo:e wee went into the refeftory ) tor feme love letters which had been intercepted be* 
tween him and a Nun of that City, tending to much uncivility , and breaking their 
oathof profeffed chaftity. But when I perceived this Frier to looke difcontentedly 
upon us, I chofe my place as neer unto him as Icould, and hearinghim mutter with¬ 
in himfclfe againft us, calling us dilbbedient Pbilippinian Jonah, I foftly and friend- 
lylpokeunto him with thefe two following Hexameters,which fuddenly came unto my 
mind about his mifdemeanor. 

Si Monidvs Amor te iarpta feribere fecit, 

Ecct tibi frigid* prxbent mcdicamina lymph*, 

But my good neighbour Inuffingand puffing at my fuddairimufe, feemed to be more 
difeontented then before, and would faine withdraw himfelfe by degrees from mee, 
not riling up ( for that was not lawful! to doe till dinner had been ended ) but wrigling 
his elbowes and (houlders fcornefully from me, whom in like manner I followed, clea¬ 
ving friendly to him with this verfe, 

Solamen mifere efi focios retintre Panettts , 

Hee thought I followed him to fteale away his loafe from him. This new 
found word, Panettes , had almoft choaked him, had not hee made ufe of 
the medicinall water which Hood before hirojof the which he dranke a good draught, 
whereby I perceived his courage againft me and my friends was tamed, and I told him, 
I hoped his burning wanton love was cooled. 

Thus with myCriolian neighbours company my bread and water went doWn cheer¬ 
fully ; and dinner being ended, we were again conduced to our chambers, where 
we dranke a cup of old Alvarez his Cbocolaih. The Cajlilian Friers flocked unto our 
prifons, fometo talkewith us, (ome bringing us conlerves and fweet-meats, others 
other dainties, which they had prepared to hclpe our digeftion of bread and cold wa¬ 
ter. My (iiddain verfes to myCriolian neighbour were prefently noyfld about the 
Cloifter,and were the chiefe fubjett of our talke that afternoone. Our (upper was pro¬ 
vided for us according to the promife and generous (pirit of the Prior, who alfo ho¬ 
noured our prifon that night with his owne and two other Friers company fupping 
with us all in one chamber together. And thus we palled our three daies of imprison¬ 
ment merrily and contentedly, wilhing we might never fuflfer harder ufage in any prilbn 
then we had done in this, which was not to us fuch a punilhment as did flring with it 
the privation of any liberty of enjoying the company of friends, of feafting with 
them, but onely the privation of the liberty of our legs to walke about thofe three 
daies j and this rather an eafe then a punilhment, for that we wanted rather reft, then 
much ftirring after fo long and tedious a journey as we had compafled from Mexico thi¬ 
ther. We were no fooner let at liberty, but we prelently found the Provincial! and 
Prior ready todifpofeof usfo, that in lieu of our imprifonment we might receive 
honor and credit. Two were fent into the Country to learnt fome Indian language, 
that fothey might be beneficed and preach unto the Indians. My felfe and another de- 
fired to goe farther to Guatemala, that there we might pra&ife Philofophy and Divi¬ 
nity in the famous Univerfitie of that City. Nothing that we defired was denied un¬ 
to us, onely the time was thought not fit untill Michaelmas, becaufethen the fchooles 
were renewed, and new Orders fetlrd. In the meane time the Provinciall having alio 
heard of my verfes ex tempore to the Criolian Frier,and knowing that the Latin tongue 
is better grounded in England t hen among the Spaniards ( who abufe poore Prifcian and 
daily breake his pate with foolifti foloecifmes ) and confidering the want hee had of a 
Mafter of the Latine tongue to fupply a Lefture of Grammar and Syntax to the 
youthes of Cbiapa in a Ichoole in that Cloifter,which brought a fufficient yeerly ftipend 
unto the Covent, defired me to accept of that place trntill fuch time as helhould take 
care to fend me to Guitemala, promifing ms all incouragements in the meane time fit¬ 
ting, and that I (hould when I would go about to fee the Gountry( which I much defi¬ 
red) and alfo that on: of the Ichoole a a unity I (hould have ray allowance for bookes,. 
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and other neceflaries- I could not but accept of this good offer • and fo with this irn- 
ployment I remained in that City from Aprill to the end of September , where I was 
much efteemed of by the Bifhop and Governour, but efpecially by the Prior, who 
would never ride about the Country for his recreation,but he would take me with him, 
whereby I had occafion to note concerning the Province, riches, commodities, and 
government of Chiapa } what in the enfuing Chapter I fhall faithfully commend unto 
the Preffe. 


CHAP. XV. 

Deferring the Countrey of Chiapa, with the chief eft ‘Tonnes and Commo¬ 
dities belonging unto it. 

Hough Chiapa in the opinion of the Spaniards be held to be one of thepooreft 
Countries of ^America ; becaufe in it as yet there have been no mines difeo- 
vered,nor golden fands found in the rivers,nor any haven upon the South-lea, 
whereby commodities are brought in and carried out,as to Mexico , Guaxaca 
and Gnatemalayzx. I may fay it exceedeth moft Provinces in the greatnefs and beauty of 
fair Towns, and yeeldethto none except it be to Guatemala ; nay it furpafiech all the reft 
of America in that one, and famous and moft populous Towne of Cbiapa of ffie Indi¬ 
ans. And it ought not to be fo much flighted by the Spaniards as it is, if they would 
looke upon it as ftanding between Mexico and Guatemala , whofe ftrength might be all 
Americaes ftrength, and whofe weakeneffe may prove dangerous to all that flouri* 
fhing Empire, for the eafy entrance into it by the river of Tabafeo , or for its neer joy- 
ning and bordering unto Jucatan. Befides, the commodities in it are fuch as doe up¬ 
hold a conftant trading and commerce amongft the inhabitants themfelves,and with o- 
tber neighbouring Countries, and from no one part of America doth Spain* get more 
Cocbinil then from one of the Provinces of Cbiapa ; the Townes alfo being great and 
populous, by their yeerly pole tribute do adde much to the King of Spaines reve¬ 
nues. 

This Country is divided into three Provinces, to wit, Cbiapa , Z eldalet, and Zoqttes ; 
whereof Cbiapa it (elfe is the pooreft. This containes the great Towne of Cbiapa of 
the Indians, and all the Townes and farmes North-ward towards Maquilapa , and 
Weft-ward the Priory of Comitlan } which hath fome ten Townes, and many farmes 
of Cattle, Horfes, and Mules fubjeft unto it; and neighbouring unto it lieth the great 
valley of Capanabajila^hichisanother Priory reaching towards SoconuZco. This val¬ 
ley glorieth in the great river, which hath its fpringfrom the mountaines called Cucbu- 
matlanes , and runneth to Cbiapa of the Indians , and from thence to Tabafio. It is alio 
famous for the abundance of filb, .which the river yeeldeth, and the great ftore of Cat- 
tell which from thence minifter food and provifion both to the City of Chiapa 3 and to 
all the adjacent Townes. Though Cbiapa the City, and Comitlan as ftanding upon the 
hils, bee exceeding cold, yet this valley lying low is extraordinary hot,and from May 
to Michaelmas is iubjeft to great ftormes and tempefts of thunder and lightning. The 
head Towne where the Priory ftands, is called Copanakajlla, confifting of above eight 
hundred Indian inhabitants. But greater than this is lzyuintenango&t the end of the 
valley and at the foot of the mountaines of Cuchumatlanes Southward. And yet bigger 
then this is the Towne of St. "Bartholomew Northward at the other end of the valley, 
which inlength is aboutfourty miles, and tenor twelve onely in breadth. AH the reft 
of the Townes lie towards Soconuzco, and are yet hotter and more fubjeft to thunder 
and lightning,as drawing neerer unto the South-fea coaft .Befides the abundance of cat- 
tell, thechiefe comtnoditie of this valley confifteth in Cotton-wooll, whereof are 
made fuch ftore of mantles for the Indiant wearing,that the Merchants far and neer come 
for them. They exchange them to Soconuzco and Xucbutepeques for Cacao , whereby 
they are well ftored of that drinke. So that the inhabitants wane neither fifti 
which)they have from the river ) nor fiefti ( for that the valley abounds with 
Cattell) nor clothing ( for of that they fpare to others ) nor bread, though not of 
wheat, for there growes none; but Indian Maiz they have plenty of;, and befides they 
are exceedingly ftored with fowles and Turkeys, fruits, Hony, Tobacco and Sugar- 
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canes. Neither is mony here nor in Chiapa fo plentifull as in Mexico and Gaaxaca- and 
whereas there they reckon by Patacones, or piece* of Eight; here they reckon by 
Toftones which are but halfe Patacones. Though the river be many waies profitable 
to that vailey, yet it is caule of many difafters to the inhabitants, who lole many 
times their children, and their Calves and Colts drawing neereto the water-fide, where 
they are devoured by Caynianes, which are many and greedy of flelh, by reafon of the 
many prizes they have got. The City of Chiapa Real , is one of the tueaneft Cities in 
al l America, contiftingof not above four hundred houfholderstyawnmfr, andaboutan 
hundred houfes of Indians joyningto the City, and called el barrio deles Indies, who 
have a Chappell by themfelves. In this City there is no Parifh Church, but onel'y the 
Cathedral!, w hich is mother to all the inhabitants. Befides, there are two C!oifters,one 
of Dominicans, and the other of Francifcans, and a poore Cloider of Nuns, which 
are burdenfome enough to that City. But the Jefuites having got no footing there 
(who commonly live in the richeft and wealthieft places and Cities ) is a dufficient ar- 
gumentof eitherthe poverty of thatCity, or of want of gallant paits, and prodi¬ 
gality in the gentry, from whofefree and generous fpirits they like Horfe-leechesare 
dill fucking extraordinary and great almes for the Colledges where they livej but here 
the Merchants are clofe handed, and the Gentlemen hard, and (paring,wanting of wit 
and Courtiers parts and bravery, and fo poore Chiapa is held no fit place for Jefuites, 
The Merchants chiefe trading there is in Cacao , Cotton-wool from the adjacent parts 
of the Country, in Pedlers fmall wares, and in fome Sugar from about Chiapa of the 
Indians , in a little Cocbinil, for commonly the Governour ( whole chiefe gaine confi- 
fteth in this) will not fuffer them to be too free in this commodide, left they hinder 
his greedy traffique. Thefe have their (hops all together in a little Market-place before 
the Cathedrall Church, built with walkes and Porches, under whichthe poore Indian 
wives meet at five a clock at evening to fell what flap and drugges they can prepare mod 
cheape for the empty Criolian domackes. The richer fortof thele Merchants go and 
fend yet further to Tabafco for wares from Spaine , fuch as wines, Linnen cloth,Figs, 
Raifins, Olives, andiron, though in thefe commodities they dare not venture too 
much, by reafon the Spaniards in that Country are not very many, and thofe that are 
there,arefuch as are loath to open their putfes to more then what may fuffice nature. So 
that what are Spanijb commodities are chiefly brought for the Friers who are the belt 
and jovialleft blades of that Countrey. The Gentlemen of Cieiapa are a by-word 
all about that Country, fignifying great Dons ( dones, gifts or abilities I Ihould lay } 
great birth, phantafticke pride, joyned with fimplicity, ignorance, milery and penu¬ 
ry. Thefe Gentlemen will fay they delcend from fome Drkes houle in Spain, and im¬ 
mediately from the firfl Conquerors; yet in carriage they are but clowncs, in wit, a- 
bilitics, parts and difcourfeas (hallow brained, as a low brooke, tohofe waters are 
fcarce able to leap over a pibble (tone; any fmall reafon foone tries and tires their weak 
braine, which is eafily at a dandwhen fenfeis propounded,and Aides on fpeedily when 
non-fenfe carrieth the flreame. The chiefe families in this City, arenamed, Cortez , 
Solis, Velafco, Toledo, T,trna, and Mendoza. One of,-thele, who was thought the 
chiefe in my time, called DonMelcbor deVelafco,one day fell into dilcourfe with mee 
concerning England, and our Englijh nation, and in the bed, mod ferious and judici¬ 
ous part of his Don-like conference, asked me whether the fun and moone in Eng¬ 
land were of the fame colour as in Cbiapa,znd whether Englifh men went barefoot like 
thelndians, and lacrificed one another as formerly did the Heathens of that Coun¬ 
trey ? and whether all England could afford fuch a dainty as a difh of Frixoles(which 
is the poored Indians daily food there, being black and dry Turkey or French beanes 
boyled with a little biting Chille or pepper with garlicke, till the broath be¬ 
come as black as any Inke) And whether the women in England went as loftg with 
child, as did the Spanijb women? And laftly,whether the Spanijb nation were not a 
farre gallanter nation then the Englijh > When I perceived my Don ran farther and 
fartherinto his Ample and foolilhqueftionS, I cut him off fuddenly,telling him, Sir,It 
is long fince I came out of Englandjvi you give me leave to recolleft my memory ,1 will 
anfwerlome of thefe your hard queftions the next time we meet (thinking hereby to 
try my Dons wit further,whether he could perceive I jeared him.JTo which my Ample 
Don replyed, I pray Sir doe, and whenfoever you come,you dial 1 be welcome to a dilh 
of Frixoles. With this I tooke my leave of him,and at our farewell, he againe deftred 
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mee to itudy well his queftions,and to return him a fpeedy aniwer, whereby I was more 
confirmed in my conceit of my *Don, that he was either tonto orbobo,focdc or fimple. Yet 
thought 1 my beft way to anfwer is to anfwer a fool according tohis folly,and fo refblved 
within two or three daies to return unto him fome Ample anfwer according to his Ample 
and foolilh queftions. Therefore fpeedily I fingled out a good occafion of meeting with 
him at his own houfe, who welcomed me with much Spanijb gravity,and fitting down 
before Donna Angela, his painted wife and Angel ; began to anfwer, or more to jeer his 
Donjbip.I began with the Sun and Moon,telling him that they were planets, & had their 
fpeciall influences upon feverall nations, as all planets have upon mans body. And fo 
they did (hew themfelves according to the inclination of the people of feverall King- 
domes. And therefore as the Spaniards were much inclined to Verms and to beauty.and 
not contenting themfelves with the naturall beauty of their faire Ladies, would yet 
have Art add to nature by the skill and ufe of the beft painting colours • fo thefe glo¬ 
rious planets of the Sun and Moon among the Spaniards, and efpeciallyin Cbiapa, 
fhewed themfelves moft comely, bright, glorious and beautifull, working the like in¬ 
clination to beauty upon, and in ill Spaniards. My inftance was In the land of the 
Blackmores, where I told them that their bodies were black, and that among them 
the Sun appeared with a dark and fad vifage. Here my Don cried out j An excellent 
example. I gave him yet a fecond inftance from the Eclipfeof the Sun ; which being 
cclipfed, made all the Earth, mens faces and bodies feemeof adarke, or yellow co¬ 
lour, tofhew the proportion or fympathy offublunary odiesto that high and overmafte- 
ring plnet.To this that good Dm rcplyed -Jennor no ft paede <&«rw<w,fir,nothing can be an- 
fwcred or faid more or better .Vengamos agora a Ingalatierra } Let us draw now to England. 
To which I anfweredhim, that in England the Sun and Moon appeared halfe yeer 
of one colour, and half of another; for the women one half yeer it appeared a* in 
Spain and Cbiapa, beautifull and glorious, for that naturally without painting they 
yeelded to none in beauty. But the other half yeer it appeared as red as blood,or fear- 
let 5 and the reafon might eafily bee guefled at, for that no Nation is more warlik and 
high fpirited then the Englijb, whofe very clothes were fiery, wearing more fcarlet then 
any nation in the World. ac hee might perceive by their coming fo much with their 
Ihips to the Indian Coafts to fight with the Spaniurds ; and that as they delighted to 
gee in red, and to bee like the Sun, fo naturally they were brought to thofe Seas 
to fingle out fuch (hips as from America carried the rich Commodity of CocbiniB, where¬ 
of they make more ufe then Spain it felfe to die their cloaths and Coats withall. Here 
my Don jogged his head, audreplyed; Sir, I thought no nation had been fo like the 
Sun as the Spaniards ; for I have read that when our Anceftors came to conquer thefe 
parts, the Indians called them, bijos delSol,thatit, fonsofthe Sun, being comely and 
gallant,and more like the Sun then any other people. To this I anfwered him. Sir, no 
doubt but you are like the Sun here, and none more glittering and bright, your very 
hatbands (hining with Pearls and Diamonds like the brightnefle of the Sun; But as I 
(aid before the Blackmores are like their Sun,fo l lay,the E ngli/h is like their Sun,which 
is red, and fo doe and will affeft to wear Scarlet, as long as any CockiniU it to be found 
in the India’s* 

Now Don Melcbor began to underftand mee, and told mee, never man had 
fatisfied him with better reafons then my felf. Hee thanked mee heartily, and 
told mee, hee thought no Gentleman in Cbiapa could tellfo well as himfelf now why 
the Englijb (hips came fo much upon their Coafts * and that my difeourfe had fatisfied 
him to the full. Hee defired mee to'goe on to his other queftions. To his fecond de¬ 
manding whetherthe Englijb went barefoot like the Indians , I told him I thought 
that the Count oiGondomar, (who had been many yeers Ambafiadour from Spain in 
England) had fatisfied all the Spaniards that doubt,who coming from England to Ma¬ 
drid, and being there asked by iome Courtiers, whether London was as big as Madrid , 
and as well peopled^ made anfwer, that hee thought there was fcarce a hundred left 
in London. Hee proved itfrom the ufe and cuftome of his own Countrymen of Spain-, 
who when they are to make a journey, (hew themfelves two or three daies before in 
colours, walking with boots and fpurs, that their friends may take notice that they are 
departing out of the TowneorCity. So faid the Count of Gondomar, I think by this 
there are very few People in London ; for when I came from thence I left them all 
almoft in cloaths of colours, booted andlpurred as ready to depart and take fome 
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ourney. And t ruely my D ,n (quoth l) your owne Count hath anfwered for mee - 
yet lay, the Englijb are fo farre from going barefoot, that they goe booted, and 
are all in a readineue to move out of E^Wforany noble and generous defigne- but a- 
bove all they are (till ready for America ,, where they know is (lore and abundance 
of Hydes to make them Bootes to cover the barencfTe of their legges, that they may 
not be fufpeaed to be like bare-footed Indians . Here Don Melcbor replyed , I pray 
fir, when they come by Sea to theft parts doe they come alfo booted and 
(purred.? For I fhould thmke, when they fight, their fpurs fhould hinder them. 
To this his doubt I anfwered firft,as concerning fpurres in the (hips, with the exam¬ 
ple of one of his own Nation, and of the bed Divines in Spain, living in mv time in 
raBadolid, called Maefiro Nnnno, (Reader of Divinity in the Golledge of St Grl 
gorie, but in his carriage and experience in the World a fimple noddy) who be¬ 
ing invited by a Noble man to goewith himin his Coach out of the City a mile 
or two to a garden of recreation,went haftily about the Coliedge to borrow boots and 
fpurs; and when he had put them on, being asked whither he Went,and why he put on 
boots and fpurs, anfwered that he was to goe in a Coach out ofthe City,and that hce 
thought the Coach and Mules would want fpurs to goe and come the fooner.Even fo my 
ZMquoth I)the Englifi men come booted and fpurred in their (hips,to make their (hips 
fail on the fwifter. And this is the reafon why the Englijb (hips faile fa (ter,and when they 
are in fight turn about quicker then a Spani(b Galeon,becaufe they are fpurred & kicked 
wuhin.O nr,l humbly thank you (/aid Dm Melcbor ^or that by your difeourfe now I 
knowthetruth of what indeed I have often heard fay, that the Enrl,(h (hips are 
nimbler,and quicker at Sea then our heavy Galeons. Now as for fighting the Enghfh 
mens fpursffaid I>re no hinderance to them,but rather a great advantage. For they 
fight with weapons, with their hands and with their feet, wherein they exceed the 
Spaniards ; for when they have (hot with their peeces, or cut down with their fwords 
any enemy, or knocked him with their holbards.then with their feet and fpurres,they 
fall upon him, and fo foone rid him oi* of the way, that hee may no more rife up 
againft them. All you have told mee (faid the wife Velazco) (lands with fo much 
reafon, that my judgment is convinced by you. As for eating and facrificing one 
another like the Indians (I told him) that the Englifb filled their bellies fo well with 
jat Beer and Mutton, fowles, Rabbits, Partridges and Pheafants, that they had no 
ltomacke at all to mans flefb. And that truly for frixoles dreffed with rarlick, that 
onely daintie difh was wanting in England ; and that for Garlick, three reafons 
moved the Englijb not to bee laviftiing of that little they had; firft, for feare they 
fhould want ic/or their horfes drenches; Xecondly, for that they felt not themfelves 
lo much troubled with the wind, nor puffed up with windy and vaine conceits as 
other nations did; but thirdly and chiefly they refrained from it among thera- 
feives, that they might notfmell of it, and that bythe fent andfmellof it afarre 
oh at Sea they might when they came to the Coaft of America , fmell out a Spanifb 
lhip, and know it from a Hollander. Here my Don Melcbor fell into adnjiration, af- 
luring mee hee had never heard more folid reafons from any man. Alas poore 
Cnolianof Cbiapa (thought I) if Ihadfpoken fenfe, thy (hallow braine had not 
beeneable to have leaped over it, but after non-fenfe thou art eafily carried away. 
As for his lad queftion, I told him that was above my reach, for that poore Fryers 
ought not to meddle with women, neither had my mother ever told mee how lone 
(hee went with mee. But how ever if Donna AngeRa would tell mee how long (hee 
went with her children,I would by the conftellations of the Heavens fearch out againft 
our next meeting,how long the Snglifb women went with their children. To this my 
Von Melcbor anfwered that he would not trouble me to ttudy what he thought was not 
belonging to my profeflIon ; but he knew that if I would ftudy that or any other hard & 
difficult point,I could give him more & better fatisfaftion then any fcholar in that City. 

And thus( Reader)by this Don Mdchors wit and ability would I have thee judge of 
the GentlemenCnolians or natives of Cbiapa . and yet as prefumptuous they are and 
arrogant, as if tne nobleft bloud in the Court of Madrid ran through their veines. It 
is a common thing amongft them to make a dinner only with a difh of Frixoles in black 
broath, boyled with pepper and garlicke, Ikying it is the mod nourifhing meat i n all 
the India s ; and after this fo ftately a dinner they will be fare to come out to the ftreet- 
doreot their houfes to fee and tobefeen, and there for halfe an houre will they (land. 
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{baking off the crums of bread from their cloatbs, bands ( but efpecially from their 
ruffes when they ufed them ) and from their muftachoes. And with their tooth-pic¬ 
kers they will hand picking their teeth, as if fome (mall Partridge bone ftuck inthemj 
nay if a friend paffe by at that time, they will be fure to find out feme crum or other 
in their muftacho ( as if on purpofe the crums of the table had been (haken upon their 
beards, that the loffeof them mightbe a gaining of credit for great houfe keeping) 
and they will be fure to vent out feme non-truth, astofay, A Sener que linda perdiz 
hi comUo ey , O Sir, what a dainty Partridge have I eat to day, whereas they picke 
out nothing from their teeth but a black husk of a dry frixole or Turkey bean.Tbough 
great in blood and in birth they fay they are, yet in their imployments they are but 
rich Grafters, for moll of their wealth confifteth in farmes of Cattell and Mules, 
Some indeed have Townes of Indians fubjeft unto them, whereof they are called En- 
comendero’s, and receive yeerly from every Indian a certaine Pole tribute of fowles 
audmony. They have moft cowardly fpirits for warre, and though they will (ay, 
they would faine fee Spaine, yet they dare not venture their lives at fea ; they judge 
fleeping in a whole skin the bell maxime for their Criolian fpirits. One hundred figh¬ 
ting fouldiers would eafily laydow thote Cbiapa Z>«w,and gain the whole City, which 
lyeth fo open to the fields,that the Mules and Affes come in and grafe, the ftreets being 
very commodious to entertain Affes from wichi n,and from without.Yet in this City li- 
veth commonly a Governour,or Alcalde Major,and a Biftop.The Governours place is 
of no fmall efteem and intereft,for that his power reacheth farre, and he tradeth much 
in Cacao and Cochinil,and domineers over both Spaniards and Indians at his will and 
pleafure. But ill gotten goods never thrive, as was feen in Don Gabriel de Orellana 
('Governour of this City and Countrey inrny time) who havingfcnt the worth of 
eight thouland crownes in Gochinil, Cacao, Sugar, and Hydes by the river of Tabaj- 
co towards the Havana loft it all into the hands of the Hollanders , who doubdeffe knew 
how to make better ufe of it, then would have done that tyrannizing Governour. The 
Bifhops place of that City is worth atleaft eight thoufand duckatsa yeer,which truly he 
had need of that comes fo far from Spain to live in fucb a City where are fuch able Dons 
as Don Melcborde Velafco^nd where Affes are (o freely fed and bred. Moft of this Bi- 
fhops revenues confiftethin great offerings which he yeerly reCeiveth from the great In¬ 
dian Townes, going out to them once a yeer to confirme their children, whofeconfir- 
mation is fuch a means to confirme and ftrengthen the Bifhops revenues, that none 
muft be confirmed by him who offer nota fa'ire white Wax-candle, with a ribban and 
at leaft foure Rials. I havefeen the richer fort offer him a Candle of at leaft fix pound 
weight with two yards of twelve penny broad ribban, and the Candle ftucke from 
the top to the bottom with fingle Rials round about. Nay the poore Indians make it 
the chiefe mafter piece of their vanity to offer proudly in fuch occafions. Den Bernar¬ 
dino de Salazar wastheBilhopof this City in my time, who defired my company to 
ride with him his circuit but one moneth, about the Townes neer to Cbiapa, and in this 
time I was. appointed by him to hold the bafin wherein the Spaniards and Indians 
('whilft he confirmed their children ) did caft their offerings, which my felfe and a- 
notherChaplainedidalwaiestellandcaftnpby good account before we carried the 
mony up into his chamber, and I found that at our returne at the monetbs end he had 
received one thoufand and fix hundred duckats of cnely offerings, befides the fees 
due to him for vifiting the feverall companies, or fodalities and confraternities belon¬ 
ging to the Saints or foules in their purgatory ( which are extraordinary rich there) 
whereof he and all other Bilhopsin their diftrift take account yeerly. TbisBiffopwas 
( as all thereft are there ) fomewhat covetous; but otherwife a man of a temperate 
life and converfation, very zealousto reforme whatfoever abufes committed in the 
Church, which coft him his life before I departed from Cbiapa to Guatemala. The wo¬ 
man of that City it feems pretend much weakeneffe and fqueamiffneffe of floraack, 
which they fay is fo great, that they are not able to continue in the Church while a 
Maffeis briefly hudled overmuch lefle whileafolemn high Mafle(asthey callit)is fung, 
and a Sermon preached, unleflethey drinkeacupof hotChocolatte, and eat a bitof 
fweet-meatstoftrengthen their ftomackes. For this purpofe it was much ufed by them 
to make their maids bring to them to Church in themiddJeof Maffeor Sermon a cup 
of Chocolatte, which could not be done to all, or me ft of them without a great 
con f ufion and interrupting both Maffe and Sermon. The Bifticp perceiving this abufe 
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and having given faire warning for the omitting of it, but ail without amendment, 
thought fit to fixe in writing upon the Churches dores an excommunication againft all 
fuch as Ihould prefume at the time of ferviceto eat or drinke within iheChurch. This 
excommunication was taken by all,but efpeciaily by the Gentlewomen much to heart, 
who protefted if they might not eat or drinke in the Church, they could not continue 
in it to heare what otherwife they were bound unto. The chiefe of them knowing 
what great friendthip there was between the Bifhop and the Prior, and my felfe, came 
to the Prior and mee defiring us to ufe all meanes wee could with the Bilhop for 
the revoking that his excommunication fo heavily laid upon them,and threatning their 
foules with damning judgement for the violation of it. The good Prior and my felfe 
laboured all we could,alleadging the cuftome of theCountrey, the weakened of the 
fex whom it moft concerned, and alfo the weaknefle of their llomackes, the contempt 
that might from them enfue unto his perfon, and many inconveniences which might 
follow to the breeding of an uproar in the church and in the City,whereof we had fome 
probable conjefture from what already we had heard from fome. But none of thefe 
reafons would move the Bilhop; to which he anfwered that he preferred the honour of 
God, andof his houfe before his owne life. Thewomenfceinghimfohardtobe in- 
treated, began to llomacke him the more and to Height him with fcornefull and re- 
proachfull words •, others fleighted his excommunication , drinking in iniquity in 
theChurch, as the filh doth water, which caufed one day fuch an uproare in the Ca¬ 
thedral!, that many fwords were drawne againft the Preifts and Prebends, who at¬ 
tempted to take away from the maids the cups of Chocolatte, which they brought 
unto their miftreffes; who at laft feeing that neither faire nor foule meanes would pre¬ 
vail with the Bilhop, refolved to forfake the Cathedral!, where the Bilhops own and 
his Prebends eiesmuft needs be watching over them; and fo from that time moft of 
the City betooke themfelves to the Cloilier Churches, where by the Nuns and Friers 
they were not troubled nor refilled, though fairely counlelledto obey the command 
of theEilhop; whofe name now they could not brooke, andtowhofe Prebends they 
denied now all fuch reliefe and ftipend for Mafles which formerly they had ufed to be¬ 
llow upon them 3 conferring them all upon the Fryers whotgrew rich by the poor im- 
poverilhed Cathedrall. This laded not long, but the Bilhop began to llomacke the 
Fryers, andtoletupanother excommunication,binding all the City to refort unto 
their owne CathedrallChurch; which the women would not obev, but kept their 
houfes fora whole month; in which time the Bilhop fell dangeroully fick,and defired 
to retire himlelfe to the Cloifter of the Dominicans,for the great confidence he had in 
the Prior that he would take care-of him in his fickeneffe. Phyfitians were fent for far 
andneere, who all with a joynt opinion agreed that the Bilhop was poifoned; and he 
himfelf doubted not of it at his death, praying unto God to forgive thofe that had been 
the caule of it, and to accept of that facrifice of his life, which he was willing to of¬ 
fer for the zeale of Gods houfe and honour. He lay not above a week in the Gloiller, 
and as foone as he was dead, all his body, his head and face did fo fwcll, that the leaft 
touch upon any part of him caufed the skin to break and call out white matter,which 
had corrupted and overflowneall his body. A Gentlewoman with whom I was well 
acquainted in that City , whowasnotedtobefomewhat too familiar with one of 
the Bilhops Pages, was commonly cenfured to have preferibed fuch a cup of Chocolat¬ 
te to be minillred by the Page which poyfoned him who fo rigoroufly had forbidden 
Chocolatte to bedrunk in the Church.My felfheard this Gentlewoman fay ofche.de-' 
cealed Bilhop,that {he thought few grieved for his death,^. that the women had norea- 
fon to grieve for him, and that Ihe judged, he being fuch an enemy to Chocolatte in the 
Church, that which he had drunk at home in his houfe had not agreed with his body. 

And it became afterwards a Proverbein that Country,Beware of the Chocolatte of 
Chiapa ; which made me fo cautions, that Iwould not drinke afterwards of it in any 
houfe,’where I had not very great fatisfaftion of the whole Family. The women of 
this City are fomewhat light in their carriage, and have learned from the Devill many 
entiling leffons and baits to draw poorc foules to finne and damnation, and if they can¬ 
not have their wills,they wil furely work revenge either by Chocolatte or Conferves,or 
fome faire prefent, which (hall furely carry death along with it. The Gentlewoman 
that was lufpefted (nay was queftioned for the death of the Bilhop) had often uled to 
fend meboxes of Chocolatte or conferves; which I willingly received from her, judg¬ 
ing 
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ing it to be a kind of gratuity for the paines I tooke in teaching Tier fen Latin. She was 
of a very merry and pleafantdifpofition, which I thought might confift without fin- 
untill one day Ihe fent unto mee a very faire plantin wrapped up in a hankerchief buri¬ 
ed in fweet Jazmines and rofes; when I untied the handkerchief, 1 thought among the 

flnwrprc I fliMiilH nnfl fnmp rirh fAkt>n. . » . . 


of blind Cupids arrows flicking init,diftovering 
unto my heart the poifoned heart and thoughts of the poifoner that lent it.I thought 
•it a good warning to be wary and cautious of receiving more prefents or Chocolatte 
from fuch hands,and fo returned Unto her againe her plantin with this fhort rhyme cue 
out with a knife upon the skinne tan fria , amor m cria, as much as to fay, fruit 
fo cold , takes no hold. This anfwer and refolution of mine was foone fpread over 
that little City, which made my Gentlewoman outragious, which prefently fhefbewed 
by taking away her fonnefrom fchoole, and in many meetings threatningtoplay me 
a Cbiapaneca tricke.But I remembred the Bifhcps Chocolatte and fo was wary and ftaid 
not long after in that poifoning and wicked City, which truly deferves no be’tter rela¬ 
tion-then what I have given of thefirople Tow, and theChocolatte-confeftioning 

There is yet twelve leagues from this City of Cbiapa ,another Cbiapa which deferveth 
better commendations. Thisconfifteth moft of Indians , and is held to be one of the 
biggeft Indian Townes in all America , containing at leaft four thoufand families. This 
Towne hath many priviledges from the King of Spain , and is governed chiefly by In¬ 
dians {jet with fubordina don unto the Spamjb government of the City of Cbiapa ) 
whodoechoofean /ndwB Governour with other inferiour officers to rule with him. 
This Governour may wear a rapier and dagger, andenjoyeth many other liberties 
which to the reft of the Indians are denied. No Towne hath fo many Dons in it of In- 
dian blood as this. Don Philip dt Guzman was Governour of it in my time 3 a very rich 
Indian, who kept up commonly in his liable a dozen of as good Horfes for publike 
(hewes, and oftentation as the bed Spaniard in the Countrey. His courage was not 
inferiour to any Spaniard ,and for defence of fome priviledges of his Town fued in the 
Chancery of Guatemala the proud and high minded Governour of the City of Cbiapa 
fpendmg therein great fums of money till he had overcome him, whereupon he caufed 
a feaft to be made in the Towne, both by water and land, foftately,thac truly in the 
Court of Madrid it might have been a&ed. 

This Towne Iyeth upon a great river, whereunto belong many boats and Canoas 
wnetem thole Indians have been taught to aft fea-fights, with great dexterity and’ 
to reprefent the Ny mphes of Pamafus, Neptune , JEolw, and the reft of the heathenifll 
Gods and Goddefles, fo that they are a wonder of their whole nation.They will arme 
With their boats a fiege againft the Town, fighting againft it with fuch courage til they 
makeityeeld, as if they had been trained up all their life to fea-fights. So likewilb 
within the Town they are as dexterous at baiting of buls,at jutgo it Cannot ,at Horft- 
races, at arming a Campe at all manner of Spanijb dances, inftruments, and mu- 
hekas thebeft Spaniards !Th ey will ereft Towers and Caftlesmade of wood and pain- 

t€u Cloth. & from fnpwi naht fha __n ■ 


. , - , , 1 , r “-, the Spaniards and Fryers might foon 

repent to have taught them what they have. Asforaftingof playes,this is a 


~^ —y :- ».»™.«iii g ui ^i«tyc»,uiis is a common 

5 heI , fol r ne P aft ' m / S i and the y are fo generous,that they nothing think too 
much to fpend in banquets & fweet-meatsupon their Friers,and neighbouring Towns 
whenfoever they are mindedto (hew themfelves in a publikefeaft. The Towne is very 
rich,& many Indians in it that trade about theCountry as the Spaniards do.They have 
learned moft trades befittmg a Common-Wealth, andpraftife and teach them within 
their Town- They warn not any provifion offifh or flefh,having for the one that great 
river joyning unto their Towne, and for the other many Eftantia’s(a« they call them) 
or farmes abounding with cattell. In this Towne the Dominican Fryers bear all the 
fway, who have a rich and ftatelyCloifter with another Church or Chappel fubordi- 

Bnn? n r t0 ^ her 7 * f ° § reat > that both Fryers and Indians commonly wear a 
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Keth the * ners fit longer at their dinner then els the would do,for that at every bit they 
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eate, and draught theydrinke, they arefaineto make a flop to wipe their dropping 
browes. Yet the evenings are frelh and cool,which are much made of there* and Ipenc 
in the many walkes and gardins which joyneclofe unto the River fide.Two or three 
leagues from theTowne, therearetwo Ingenious or FarrntSof Sugar, the one belong¬ 
ing to the Cloifter of the Dominicans of the City of Cbiapa ; the. other unto the Cloi- 
fterof this Towne, which containeneer two hundred Blackmores, befides many J»“ 
duns, who areimployed in thatconftant worke of making Sugar for all the Coun¬ 
try. Hereabouts are bread great (tore of Mules, and excellent horfes tor any fervice. 

The Towne of Cbiapa of the Indians, and all the Townes about it want nothing but a 
more temperate climate and cooler aire, and Wheat, which there cannot bee fowne, 
yet for Spaniards andfuchas cannot live without it, it is brought from Cbiapa of the 
Spaniards and from about Comitian ; yet this is not generally acknowledged a want by 
reafon of the great plenty of Maiz which all the Townes enjoy, and which is now 
more ufed both by Spaniards and dainty toothed Fryers then bread of Wheat. 

Yet yourpoere Spaniards, and fome Indians who have got the trick of trading from 
them doegainenoc a little in bringing to thefe Townes bifquets of wheaten bread, 
which though it be dry and hard,yet becauie they are novelties to the Indians -,they get 
by changing them for other commodities, efpecially of Cotton wooll, which here is 
more abounding then in the Valley of Gopanabafllau. 

Upon thisCountry of Cbiapa of the Indians bordereth the Province of Xoques, which 
is abfolutely the richeft part of Cbiapa. This reacheth on the one fide to Tabafco, 
and by the River named Grijalva fendeth commonly the Commodities which are in it 
with fafety unto St. John dt Vlbua, or Vera Cruz . It trafiqueth alfo with the Country 
of Jucatan by the Haven called Puerto Real, which lyeth betweene Grijalva and juca- 
tan. Yet thefe two, the River of ‘Tabajco, alias Grijalva,&nd Puerto Real, though they 
beecommodious to this Province of Toques, yet they arecaufes of daily feares unto 
the Spaniards , who well know the weaknefie of them, and that if a forraine Nation 
ftould manfully thruft into that Country by any of thefe two wayes, they might fa 
conquer allCbiapa, and from thence paffeeafily unto Guatemala , But the River of Ta- 
bafco lying low,and being fomewhat hot, and the Towns about it infefted with many 
gnats,and the chiefeft commodity there being but Cacaojnwe often diftouraged both our 
Englijb and Hollanders,who hare come up fome part of the River,and minting more the 
forefaid reafons, then what was forward to bee had, have turned back, loling a rich 
Country and flighting aneternall name, for few and frivolous prefentdifficulties. In 
this Province of Zoqtter, theTownsare not very bigge,yet they bee very rich; the chief 
Commodities are Silk and Cocbinill- whereof the iattcr is held the bell of America, and 
the (tore of it fo great that no one Province alone exceeds it. Few Indians there are who 
have not their Orchards planted with the trees whereon the worms breed which yee.d 
unto us that rich Commodity 5 not that the Indians themfelves efteem otherwife of it, 
then as they fee the Spaniands greedy after it,offering them mony for it, & forcing them 
to the prefervation of it in thofe parts, which have proved moll fuccefleful for this kind. 
There is great ftorc of filk in this Country, in fo much that the Indians make it their 
great Commodity to imploy their wives in working Towels with all colours of hlk, 
which the Spaniards buy , and fend into Spain. It is rare to fee what works thole 
Indian women will make in filk, fuch as might ferve for Patterns and famplers to ma¬ 
ny School-Miftreffes in England. The people of this Country are witty, and ingeni¬ 
ous, and faire of complexion 5 the Country towards Tabafco is hot, but within In 
fome places very cold. There is alfo plenty of Maizjbot no wheat 5 neither is there 
fuch plenty of Cattell as about Cbiapa, but Fowles and Turkics as many asm other 
parts. The Province called Zeldales lyeth behind this of the Zoques, from the North 
Sea within the continent,running up towards Cbiapa ,and reacheth in fome parts neer to 
the borders of Comitian nor th- weft ward.South-eaft ward it joy ns to fuch Indians which 
as yet have not been conquered by the Spaniards, who make many invafions upon the 
Chriftian Indians ,and burn their Towns, and carry away their Cattell. The chief and 
headT own in this Province is called Ococingo ,which is a F rontier again if thole Heathens. 
This Province is efteemed rich for the Spaniards ,who make much of Cacao ,;which lervet 
to make their drink of Cbocolatte ,and here is great ftore of it.There is alfo another Com¬ 
modity, great among the Spaniards, called Achiotte, wherewith they make their Cboco* 
las tee looke of the colour of a brick. Here is alfo plenty of Hogs and Bacon, Fpwies, 
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Turkies, Quailes, Cattell, Sheep, Maiz,Hony, and not farre from Ococingo , in my time 
was fetting up an Ingenio,or Farm of Sugar,which was thought would prove as well as 
thofe about Cbiapa of the Indians. The Country in moft parts is high and hilly • but 
Ocecingo Hands in a pleafant Valley, in/oying many Brookes and ({reams of freft wa¬ 
ter, and therefore hath been thought a fit place for Sugar. Here alfo in this Valley the 
Fryers have attempted tofow Wheat, which hath proved very good. Thus Reader I 
have (hewed you the Country of Cbiapa , which as it is compand about on the one 
fide by Soconuzco, and from thence almoft to Guatemala , by the Province of Suchutepeoues 
on the other fide b yTabafeo, and on the other fide by Zeldales with excelfive plenty of 
Cacao and Achiotte ,which are the chief drugs for the making of Chocolate -,I wil yet before 
I depart from Cbiapa to Guatemala , fay fomewhat of that drinke fo much ufed by the 
Spaniards ,and in my judgment not to be fieighted, but rather to bee publifhed and made 
known to all Nations, whofe ufe might remedy the great abufe of wines and (Irons 
drinks which too much are efteemed amongft us here in Europe, . 


CHAP. XVI. 

Concerning two daily and common Brinkes 5 or Potions much ufed in the 
India’s ,called Chocolattejind Atolle. 

Hocolatte being this day ufed not onely over all the WeH-India's , but alfo in 
fyrin, Italy, and Flanders , with approbation of many learned Do&ors in 
Phyfick, among whom Antonio Colmenere of Ledefma. (who lived once in the 
India's ) hath compofed a learned and curious Treatife concerning the nature 
and quality ofthisdrink;I thought fit to infert here alfo fomewhatofit concerning my 
own experience for the fpace of twelve yeers. This name Chocolatte is an Indian name, 
and is compounded from Atte,as fome fay or as others, Atle, which in the Mexican lan- 
guage fignifieth water, & from the found which the water(wherein is put the Chocolat¬ 
te) makes, as Choco, Choco,Choco,when it is ftirred in a eup by an inltrument called a 
Molinet, or Molinillo,untill it bubble and rife unto a froath. And as there it is a name 
compounded, fo in Englijb wee may well call it a compounded or a confeaioned drink 
wherein are found many and feverall Ingredients, according to the different difpofition 
ofthebody of them that ufe it. But the chief Ingredient(without which it cannot be 
made) is called Cacao, a kind of nut or kerncll bigger then a great Almond, which 
growes upon a tree called the tree of Cacao, and ripens in a great huske, wherein 
fometimes are found more, fometimes lefle Cacao’s, fometimes twenty/ometimes thir¬ 
ty, nay forty,and above. ThisCacao, though as every fimple, itcontaines the quali¬ 
ty of the foure Elements, yet in the common opinion ofmoftPhyfitians, it is held to 
bee cold and dry, aprtdominio• It is alfo in the fubiiance that rules thefetwo qualities 
reftringent and obftruftive, of the nature of the Element of the earth. And as it is thus 
a mixed, and not a fimple Element, it hath partscorrefpondcnt to the reft of the Ele¬ 
ments 5 and particularly it partakes of thofe which correfpond with theElementof 
Aire, that is,heat and moifture, wich are governed by unftious parts 5 there being 
drawn out of the Cacao much Butter,which in the India's I have fee n drawn out of it 
by the Criolian women for to oint their faces. And letnot this feeme impcftibfe to 
believe, that this graine or nut of Cacao (hould beefaid to bee firft cold and dry 
and then hotandmoift; for though experience beea thoufand witnefles, yetinftan- 
ces will further clear this truth 3 and firft in theRubarbe, which hath in it hot and 
folubleparts, and parts whichare binding, cold and dry, which have a virtue to 
itrengthen, bind and ftopthe loofentffeofthe belly. Secondly, wee fee this cleerly 
in the fteel,vvhich having fo much of the nature of ihe earth,as being heavy,thick,cold 
and dry, (hould be thought unproper for thecurirg of Oppilations, but rather to bee 
apt to mcreafe them 3 and yet it is given for a proper remedy againft them. The au¬ 
thority of Gakn may further cleare this in the third bockeof the Qualities of fin> 
pies, where heeteacheththat almoft all thofe medicines, which to our fenfc feeme 
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to be fimple, are notwithftanding naturally compounded, containing in themfel.ves 
contrary qualities, that is to fay, a quality to expell, and to retaine, to incraffateand 
toextenuate, torarifieand to condenfe. And in the fifteenth Chapter following in 
the fame booke, he puts an example of the broth of a Cock,which moves the belly,and 
the flelh hath the virtue to binde. Yet further that this differing virtue and quality is 
found in divers fubftances,orpartsof fimplemedicaments, he (hewes inthe firft book 
of his fimple medicines in the feventeenth Chapter,bringing the example of milke, in 
which three fubftances are found and feparated, that is to fay , thefublfance of cheele, 
which hath the virtue to flop the fluxe of the bellyy and the fubftance of whay, which 
is purging, and butter, as it is expreffed Chap. 15. Alfo we find in wine which is in 
the Mull, three fubftances, that is to fay, earth, which is the chiefe • and a thinner fub- 
ftance, which is the flower, and may be called the fcum, orfroath; and a third fub- 
ftance which we properly call wine-, andevery oncof thele fubftances containes in it 
felfedivers qualities and virtues, in the colour, in the fmell, and in other accidents. 

And this is very comformable to reafon,if we confider that every aliment,be it never 
(ofimple, begets and produceth in the liver four humours, not only differing in tem¬ 
per, butalfo infubftance 5 and begets more or leffe of thathumour, according as the 
aliment hath more or fewer parts correfponding to the fubftance of that humour, 
which is moll ingendred. From which examples we may gather that when the Cacao 
is grinded and ftirred, the divers parts,which nature hath given it, doe artificially and 
intimately mixe thetnfelves one with another and fo the unftuous,warme, and moift 
parts,mingled with the earthy repreffeth,and leaveth them not fo binding, as they were 
before; but rather with a mediocrity , more inclining to the warme, and moill tem¬ 
per of the aire,then to the cold and dry oftheearth;asitdoth appear,when it is made 
fit to drink,that fcarce two turnes are given with the Molinet, when there ai ifeth a fatty 
fcum,by which is feen, howmuch itpartaketh oftheoylypart. Sothat fromallthat 
hath been faid,the error of thofe is weldifcovered,who fpeaking of this drink of Cho- 
colatte, fay, that itcaufeth oppilations,becaufeCacao is aftringenr ; as if thataftri&ion 
were not correfted and modified by the intimate mixing of one part with another, by 
meanesof the grinding, as is faid before. Befides it having fb many ingredients,which 
are naturally hot, itmuftof neceflity have.this effeft,that is to fay, to open,attenuate, 
and not to binde. And leaving afide more reafons, this truth is evidently feen in the 
Cacao it felfe; which if it be not ftirred,grinded and compounded to make the Cho- 
colatte; butbeeatenasitisinthefruit(asmany Cnolhnand Mian women eatit) 
itdoth notably obftruft and caufe ftoppings, and make them lookeof a broken, pale 
and earthy colour, as doe thofe that eat ear then ware, as pots, or pieces of 
lime-walls ) which is much ufed among the Spanijb women thinking that pale 
andearthy colour,though with obftru&ions and ftoppings,well becomes them) and 
for this certainly in the Cacao thus eaten there is no other reafon, but that the divers 
fubftances which it containes,are not perfe&ly mingled by the maftication onely> but 
require the artificial! mixture, which wee have fpoken of before. 

The tree which doth beare this fruit,is fo delicate, and the earth where it groweth 
fo extream hot, that to keep the tree from being confumed by the funne, they firft 
plant other trees, which they call, lot Madres del Cacao, mothers of the Cacao; and 
when thefe are grown up to a good height fit to fhade the Cacao trees, then they plant 
the Cacaotals, or the trees of Cacao; that when they firft fhew themfelves above the 
ground, thofetrees, which are already grown may (belter them, and as mothers nou¬ 
rish, defend, and (hadow them from the funne 5 and the fruit doth not grow naked, 
but many of them (as I have faid before) are in one great huske or cod, and therein 
befides every grain is doled up ina white juicy skin,which the women allolove to fuck 
off from the Cacao, finding it coole, and in the mouth diffolving into water. There 
are two forts of Cacao; the one is common, which is ofadarke colour inclining to¬ 
wards redjbeing round and peeked at the ends ; the other is broader, and bigger, and 
flatter,and not lo round,which they call,Patlaxte,and this is white,and more drying, 
and is fold a great deal cheaper then the former. And this efpecially , more then the 
other, caufeth watchfullneffe, and drives away fleep, and therefore is not fo ulefull as 
the ordinary, and is chiefly lpent by the ordinary and meaner fort of people. As for 
the reft of the ingredients which make this Chocolatticall confe&ion, there is notable 
variety ; for fome put into it black Pepper,which is not well approved of by the Phy- 
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fitians, becauleitisfohocanddry, but onely for one who bath a very cold liver ; but 
commonly inftead of this Pepper,they put in to it long red Pepper, called Chile,which 
though it be hot in the mouth, yet is cool and moift in the operation. Itisfurther 
compounded with white Sugar , Cinnamon, Clove, Annifeed, Almonds, Haftll- 
nuts, Orejuela, Bainilia, SapojoU, Orenge flower water, fome Muske, and as much of 
Achiotte,as will make it looke of the colour of a red bricke. But how much of each 
of theft may be applyed to fuch a quantity of Cacao, thefeveralldifpofitionsofraens 
bodies muft be their rule. The ordinary receipt of Antonio Colmenero was this • To e- 
very hundred Cacao’s, two cods of Chile, called long red Pepper, one handfull of 
Annifted and Qrejuelds, and two of the flowers called Mecbajitcbil, or'Bainilla, or in¬ 
ftead of this fix roles of Alexandria , beat to powder, two drams of Cinnamon, of 
Almonds and Hafel-nuts, of each one dozen; of white Sugar halfeapound,of Achi- 
otte, enough to give it the colour. This Author thought neither Clove, nor Musk, 
nor any fweet water fit, but in the Indicts they are much ufed. Others ufe to put in 
Maiz, or Panifo , which is very windy s but fuch doe it onely for their profit, byin- 
creafing the quantity of the Chocolatte;becaufe every fanega or meafure of Maiz con¬ 
taining about a bufhel and a half,is fold for eight fhillings, and they that fell Ghocolat- 
te,(ell it for four fhillings a pound, which is the ordinary price.The Cinnamon is held 
one of the bell ingredients, and denied by none, for that it is hot and dry in the third 
degree, it provokes urine,and helpes the kidneys and reines of thole who are troubled 
with cold difeafes,and it is good for the eyes, and in effe&itis cordial!,as appeareth by 
the Author of theft verfes, 

Commoda & uritt<e Cinamomum & renibus affert, 

Lttmina clarijicat, dir a vmen* fugat . 

The Acbiotte hath a piercing, attenuating quality,as appeareth by the common prafticc 
of the Phyfi ians in the JWjV^ experienced daily in the effects of 4c, who do give it to 
their Patients to cut and attenuate the groflfe humors, which doe caule fhortnefle of 
breath, and flopping of urine: and fj it is ufed for any kind of oppilations, and is 
given for the Hoppings which are in the breaft,or in the region of the belly,or any other 
part of the body .This Acbiotte alfo groweth upon a tree in round huskes,which are full 
of red graines/rom whence the Acbiotte is taken, and firft made into a pafte, and then 
being dried up is fafhioned either into round balls or cakes,or into the forme of little 
brickes, and fois fold. As concerning the long red Pepper, there are fourefortsof it; 
one is called Chilckotes ; the other is very little, which they call Cbilterpin, and thefe 
two kinds are very quick and biting. The other two are called, TonalcbiUs, and thefe 
are but moderately hot, for they are eaten with bread by the Indians , as they eat o- 
ther fruits.But that which is ufually put into Chocolatte, is called Cbilpaclagua,, which 
hath a broad huske,and is not fo biting as the firft, nor fo gentle as thelaft. The Me- 
cbafucbil, or Bainilia hath a purgative quality. All theft ingredients are ufually put 
into theChocolatte, and by fome more,according to their fancies. But the meaner fort 
of peop!e,as and Indians,commonly put nothing into it, but Cacao, Acbiotte. 

Maiz, and a few Chiles with a little Annifeed. And though the Cacao is miagled with 
all thefe ingredients, whichare hot; ytt there is to bea greater quantity of Cacao, then 
of all the reft of the ingredients, which ferve to temper the coldnefiTe of the Cacao. from 
whence it followeth that this Chocolattical! confeftion is not fo cold as the Cacao, nor 
fo hotasthereft of theingrcdients,but there refults from theafton and reaftion of 
theft ingredients, a moderate temper,which may be good, both for the cold and hot 
ftomacks,being taken moderately. 

Now for the maki ng or compounding of this drinke, I (hall fet downe here the 
method. The Cacao, and the other ingredients muft be beaten in a morter of ftone, 
or ( as the Indians ufe ) ground upon a broad ftone.which they call Metate,and is only 
made for t hat ufe. But firft the ingredients are all to be dried, exreptthe Acbiotte with 
care that they may be beaten to powder, keeping them ftill in ftirring, that they be 
not burnt, or become black; for if they be overdried, they will be bitter, and loft 
thetr virtue. The Cinnamon and the long red pepper are to be firft beaten , with the 
Anmleed, and then the Cacao, which muft be beaten by little and little,till it be all pow- 
dred; and in the beating it muft be turned round, that it may mixe the better. Every 
one of thefe ingredients muft be beaten by it felfe, and then all be put into the vefTell, 
u here theCacro is,which you muft ftirre together with a fpoon,and then take out that 
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palte, and put it into the matter,under which there muft be a little fire, after the con- 
teftJon is made ; but if nr re fire be put u nder then will only warme it, then the unftu- 
ous part will dry away. The Acbirtte alfo muft be put in in the beating, that it may the 
better take tte colour All the ingredients mull be fearfed, faveonely the Cacao, and 
it from the Cacao the dry (he 1 be taken, it will be the better. When it is well beaten, 
and incorporated (which will be known by the fhortneffe of it) then with a fpoonffo 
in ihe India ji$ tiled ) is taken up (omeof thepafte, which will bealmoft liquid, and 
made tnto tablets,or elfe without a fpoon put into boxes,and when it is cold it will be 
hard. T hole that make it into tablets, put a fpoonefull of thepafte upon a peece oi 
paper ( the 2»<toput itupon the kaf ofa plantintree)where,being put into the fhade 
(for m the liinne it melts and diiTolves ; it growes hard, and then bowing the paper or 
leaf, the tablet falls off, byreafonof the fatnefTe of thepafte. Butif it be putin- 
to any thing of earth, or wood, itftickesfaft, and will not come off, but with fera- 
ping or breaking. The manner of dtinkingit, is divers, theone( being the way 
molt ufed in Mrxico ) is to take it hot with Atplle, diffolving a tablet in hot water, and 
then ftirnngand beating it in the eup, whereit is tobedrunke, withaMolinet. and 
whenit iswellftin edtoalcummeorfroath, then to fill the cap with hot Atolle and 
fo drinke it fup by fup. Another way is, that the Chocolatte, being diftolved with 
cold water and ftirrtd with the Molinet, and the feumme taken off and put into ano- 
veflel; the remainder be fet upon the fire, with as much fugar as will fweeten it, and 
when it is warme, t ben to powre it upon the feum which was taken off before, and fo 
to drinke it. But the moil ordinary way , is, to warme the water very hot, and then 
to powre out halfe the cup fullthat you mean to drinke, andtoputinto it a tablet or 
two, or as much as will thicken reafonably the water, and then grind it well with the 
Molmer, and when it is well ground and rifen to a feum , to fill the cup with hot wa¬ 
ter, and fo driBke it by fups ( having fweetned it with Sugar) and to eat it with a little 
conferve,or maple bread, tteeped into the Chocolatte. Befides thefe waies there is a- 
notherway ( which is much ufed in the IHand of Santo Dominzo ) which is, to put the 
Chocolatte into a pipkin, with a little water, and to let it boyle well till it be diffol- 
ved, and then to put in fufficient water and fugar according-tonhe quantity of the 
Chocolatte, and then to boyle it againe, untill there-comes an oily feumme upon it, 
and then to drinke it. There is another way yet to diinkc Chocolatte, which is cold,, 
which the Indians ufe at fealis, to refrefh themfelves, and it is made after this man¬ 
ner. The Chocolatte ( which is made with none or very fewingredientsJbeingdifTol- 
vcd in cold water with the Molinet, they take off the feumme or crafty part,which ri¬ 
fe™ in great quantity, efpecially when the Cacao is older and more putrefied. The 
feumme they lay afide in a little difh by it felfe , and then put fugar into that part from 
whence was taken the feum, and then powre it from on high into the feumme,and fo 
drinke it cold. And this drinke is fo cold, that it agreethnot with all mens ftomacks, 
for by experience it hath been found, that it doth hurt, by caufing pains in the ftomack, 
efpecially to women. The third way of taking it is the moft ufed, and thus certain¬ 
ly it doth no harr, neither know 1 why it may not bee ufed as well in England as in o- 
ther parts both hot and cold, for where it is fo much ufed, themoft,if not all,as well 
in the India' j, as in Spaine, Italy., E landers (which is a cold Countrey) find that it a- 
greeth well with them. True it is, it is ufed more in the India's, then iji tile Europe¬ 
an parts, becaufe there the ftomackes are more aptto faint then here, and a cup ofCho- 
colatte well confeftioned comforts and ftrengthens the ftomack. For my felf I muft 
fay, I ufed it twelve yeers conftantly, drinking one cup in the morning , another yet 
before dinner between nine or ten of the clock} another within an houre or two af¬ 
ter dinner,and another between four and five in the afternoon,and whenl Was purpo- 
fed to fit up late to ftudy, I would take another cup about (even or eight atnight,which 
would keep me waking till about midnight. And if by chance I did negleft any of 
thefe accuftomed houres, I prefently found my ftomacke fainty.And with this cuftome 
I lived twelve yeers in thofe parts healthy , without any obftruftions, or oppilations, 
not knowing what either ague, or feaverwas.YetI will not dare to regulate by mine 
owne the bodies of others, nor take upon me the skil of aPhyfitian, to appoint and ; 
define at what time and by whatperfonsthisdrinfce may be ufed. Onely I fay, I have 
known fome that have been the worfe for it,either for drinking it with too much fugar, 
which hath relaxed their ftomackes, or for drinking it too often. For certainly if ie 
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be drunke beyond meafure, not only this Chocolatte but all other drinkes, or meats, 

though of themfelves they are good and wholefome, they may be hurtlull. And if 

fomehave found it oppilative, it bath come by the too too much ufe ofk ; asuhen 
one drinkes over much wine, infteadof comforting and warming himfelfe, he breeds 
andnourifheth cold difeafes , becaufe nature cannot overcome it, nor turne fo.great 
a quantity into good nourifhmenr. So he that drinkes much Chocolatte, which hath 
fatparts, cannot make diitribut ion of fo great a quantity to all the parrs; and that 
rare which remaines in the {lender veines of the liver muff needs caufe oppilatjons and 
obftruftions. But laftly, to conclude with this Indian dnnke, I will adde what I ha ve 
heard Phyfitians of the India ’j fay of it, and have feen it by experience in others 
(Though never 1 could find it in my felfe ) that thofe that ufe this Chocolatte much , 
grow fat and corpulent by it; which indeed may feem hard to beleeve; for confide- 
ringthat all the ingredients, except the Cacao,doe rather extenuate, then make fat, 
becaufe they are hot and diy in the third degree. And we have already faid, that the 
qualities which doe predominate in Cacao, are cold and dry, which are very unfit to 
adde any fubftance to the body. Nevertheleffe it may be anfwered that the many unau- 
ousparts, which have been proved to be in the Cacao , are thofe which pinguifie and 
makefat, and the hotter ingredients of thiscompofition ferve for a guide, or vehi- 
call, to pafle to the liver, and the other parts, untill they come to the fifhypart/; and 
there finding a like fubftance which is hotand moift, asistheunauouspart, conver¬ 
ting it felfe into the fame fubftance,it doth augment and pinguifie. But how then might 
this Cacao with the other Indian ingredients be had in England'! even by trading in 
Spurn for it,as we doe for other commodities; or not flighting it fo much as we and 
the HoBaudtrs have often done upon the Indians leas j of whom I have heard the Spa¬ 
niards fay that when we have taken a good prize, a fbip laden with Cacao, in ahgerand 


good Englifh. -- 

enrichcth Cbiafa in particular more then it, whither are brought rrom Mexico and o* 
ther parts, the rich bags of Patacons onely for this Cagaruta de Camera , which we 
call fheeps dung. The other drinke which is much ufed in the India’s is called Atolle, 
of which I will fay but a little, becaufel knowitcannotbeufedhere. Thiswasthe 
drinke of the ancient Indians, and is a thick pap made of the flower of Maiz, ta¬ 
king off the huskes from it, which is windy and melancholy. This is commonly car* 
ried by the Indian women totheMarkets hotin pots, and there is fold in cups. The 
Criolian ftudents, asweegoetoaTavernetodrink a cup of wine, fo they go in com¬ 
pany to the publike Markets, and as publikely buy and drinke by meafure of this Atol¬ 
le j which fomtimes is feafoned with a little Chile, or long Pepper, and then it plea- 
feth them beft.Butthe Nuns and Gentlewomen have got a trick of confetfioning it with 
Cinnamon, Sweet-waters, Amber, or Muske, andfioieof Sugar, and thus it is 
held to be a moll ftrong and nourifhing drinke,which the Phyfitians doe preferibe unto 
a weake body,as we doe here our Almond-milke. But of what England never knew 1 
nor tailed, I will fay no more, but haften my penne to Cuatemala } vihic\i hath been my 
fecond patria. 
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Shewing my jeurnyfrom the City of Chiapa > unto Guatemala, and the chief 
places in the way. 

|HE time now being come that I was to leave the little City of Chiapa,! took 
1 | fome occ.ifion before-hand to take my leave of my beft friends, whole chil- 
I dren I had taught, and at my departure I muftconfefle I found them kind and 
bountifull, except it were Donna Magdalena de Morales , from whom I did 
not expeft, neither did I defire any farewell, or Adieu token. But among all,theGo- 
vernours wife was moft liberall unto mec,fending mee many boxes ofAromaticall Cho- 
colatte, and one extraordinary great box with foure feverall divifions of different con- 
ferves gilt over,befides many Maple breads,and Biskets made with Egs and Sugar,a pre- 
fent ic was which might have been lent to a greater man then to a poor worthleffe Men¬ 
dicant Fryer, and with this in a handkerchief a dozen peeces of eight. Von MJthordel 
Velazco yet exceeded her,in words and complements I meane, but in deeds, hee and all 
the crew of theCriolians muftthinketocomelhortofthem, who are borne in Spain. 
The firft Town I went unto, was Tbeopixca, fix leagues from Chiapa a faireand great 
Towneof Indians, who are held to bee next unto the Indians of the other Chiapa in 
fitting and riding a horfe. In this town is nothing fo confiderableas the Church,which 
isgreat andftrong, andthe mufick belonging unto it fweet and harmonious. The Vi¬ 
car or Curate of this place was one Fryer Peter Martir a Crio!ian,whom I knew could 
not indurethe Prior nor mec, yet he Would diffemble a lovecomplementall exceeding 
well, and in outward (hews raife it up to gradw ttt O&o. He knowing my prevalency 
with the Prior, durft not but give mee very good entertainment, which continued two 
dayes,untill I was weary of his complements. 

The third day I tooke my leave of him, who would not yet leave mee,but would 
conduft mee to Comitlan, whither I was invited by the Prior of thatCloifter, named 
Fryer Thomas Rocolano, a French man, who being a ftranger to the Spaniards (for be- 
fideshim and my fclfe there was no other ftranger in that County) defired acquain¬ 
tance with mee, which hee began to fettle by meeting mee at the half way with ma¬ 
ny Indians on horfe back, having provided an harbour where wee might more con¬ 
veniently conferre and reft while our Chocolatteand other refrefhmcnts were provided. 
But theCriolian Peter Martir was not a little envious, (as I was afterwards informed 
in the Cloifter) to fee mee forauch made of and efteemed in the Country, yet his 
faire words and complements farre exceeded the fincerity and down-rightneffe of my 
French friend. At Comitlanl ftaied a whole weeke, riding about with the Prior unto 
the Indian townes, and downe the hill to the valley of Copaoabajila, where I injoyed 
much paftime and recreation among the Fryers and Indians and was feafted after the 
mannerof thatCountry, which knowethmore of an Epicurian diet then doth En¬ 
gland, or any part of Europe 5 nay Iamperfwaded ( and I have heard Spaniards con- 
feffe it) that Spain hath taken from the India's fince the conqueft many leffon* for the 
drefling of feverall difhes and compleating a feaft or banquet. After the week was en¬ 
ded my French friend the Prior conduced mee to Iszquintenangojo (eemeeweli furnifh- 
cd up the Mountaines of Cucbwndtlanej* ThisTowne (as I have formerly obferved) 
ftandeth almoftat the end of the Valley of Copanabajila, and within two leagues of the 
Cuchttmatlanes. It is one of the fineft Indian Townes of all the Province of Chiapa, 
and very rich, by realbn of the much Cotton wooll in it, and efpecially by reaion of 
its flotation, for ftanding in the Roade way to Guatemala, all the Merchants of the 
Country that trade with their mules that way, pafle through this Towne, and there 
b “ y , an i Enriching it with mony and farre brought Commodities. It is moft plen¬ 
tifully ftored with fruits, efpecially with what they call Pina’s or Pine fruit.lt ftandeth 
clofe by the great River, which runneth to Qbiapa of th elndians, and hath its fpring 
not farreotf from the Cuchamttlanes, and yet at this Towtris very broad and deep.No 
man nor beaft travlling to Guatemala can goeinto it, or from Guatemala can goe out of 
it, but by ferrying over. And the Rode being much ufed and beaten by travellers,. 
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and by fuch as they call Requas of mules(every Requa confuting of fifty or threefcore 
males) this Ferry is day and night imployed) and yeelds much treafure to the town 
at theyeers end. The Indians of the Town befidesthe ferry boat, have made many 
other little boats, orCanoa’s to goe up and down the River. Hither when the Prior 
of ComitUn had brought me, we were waited for by the Vicar or Fryer of that Town 
with the chief and principal! Indians, andmoftofthe Canoa’s. As we ferryed over, 
the little Canoa’s went before us with the Qnirifters of the Church finging before 
os, and with others founding their Waits and Trumpets. The Fryer that lived in this 
Town,was called Fryer Geronjmode Guevara, little in Ifature, but great in Hate, pride 
and vanity, as hee (hewed himfelf in what hee had provided for us both of fifb and 
fleth. A brave profcffour or vower of Mendicancy and poverty he was,who in twelve 
yeers that hee had lived in that Towne, what by mumming ofMaflts for the dead and 
living, what by (hearing and fleecing the poore Indians , what by trading and traf- 
fiquing with the Merchants that ufed that Rodc,had got fix thoufand Duckats, which 
hee had fent to Spain to the Court of Madrid, to trade with them Simoniacally for the 
Bifhoprick of Cbiapa, which ifhe obtained not, (yet when i game outof that Country 
the report went that hee had obtained it) hee would and was well able with a fecond 
fupplyto obtaine a better. After two daies feafting with him, hee and the Prior of 
Cmitlan both joyned their power and authority to lee mee well manned with In¬ 
dians, to the firft Towne of the Cuchumatlanes. A mule was prepared to carry my 
bedding, (which wee commonly carried with us incheifsof leather called Petaca’s ) 
another Indian to carry my Petaquilla wherein was my Chocolatte and all imple¬ 
ments to makeit; and three more Indians to ride before and behinde to guide me; but 
to all thefe nothing was to be paid, (left a cuftome of paying Ihould bee brought in, 
for fo they do&rined mee as a novice inthatCountfy) except it were to give them a 
cup of Chocolatte if I drank in the way, or when I came to my journeys end. Here 
I tooke my leave of my good French friend, (who yet continued friendfhip with 
mee by frequent letters to Guatemala) and of my low but high minded Guevara, who 
bad mee expeft no friendly entertainment, untill I were well pafled over the Cuchttma - 
tlanes and arrived at Sacapnia, which wasfoure daies journey from thence. Yet hee 
told mee I might demand what lervice I lift from the lndians^nd call for what I had 
a minde to eat without paying any mony,fo that I did write down my expences in the 
commo n Town Book. 

Thus I went away from my friendsfomewhat heavy having no other company 
but unknowne Indians, leaving apleafantand delightfome valley behind mee , and 
feeing nothing before mee but high and fteep? hils and mountaines, and cenfidering 
that infoureor fivedayes I ihould fee no more gallant Dominicans and of mine own 
profeflion. Now I wifhed I had the company of my Melendez and other friends,who 
were a comfort one to another upon the hills and rocks of Maquilapa. Yet at laft 
I concluded, up Enghjb heart and courage, quondam bee mminijfc juvahit. Though 
the mountaines l'eemed high afar off, yet as I travelled on, I found the way lie between 
them very eafieand paflable, and met now and then R.equas of mules, which were 
no little comfort unto mee to conflder, if they being heavily laden could goethrough 
thofe Mountaines, my mule that had in mee but alight burden would eafily over¬ 
come any danger; it comforted mee alfo to confider that there were Towraes(though 
but little ones) where I might reft every night. The further I went, the better and 
more open I found the Rode ; Onely theraineand dirt troubled me, which I could 
not avoid, it being the end of September,or as there they reckon,the end ofwin*rer.The 
firft Town I came to amongft thofe Mountaines was called St. Martin ,a little place of 
fome twenty houfes; 1 went to the houfe that belonged to the Francifcan Fryersfwho 
feldome in the yeercame to that poverty of houfe and houfe roome) where I lighted 
and cauled the Indians to bee called who were appointed to give attendance to tra¬ 
vellers and paffengers. I found them very traftablcand dutifull, bidding mee wel¬ 
come, bringing mee hot water for rny Chocolatte, which I drunke off heartily, and 
gave unto my Indians of Izquintenango , who refrefhed themfelves and their mules well 
for nothing, this being a cuftome among Ithofe Townes in the Rode to welcome 
one another whenfoever they come with travellers. I might have had for my fupper 
any thing that place would afford, but I madechoiceof a pullet, which 1 thought 
would bee cheapeft for the poore Indians, I was glad I had brought with mee a good 
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big Frafco,as they call it,or bottle of wine,tor I began already to find theC ttcbttmatlanes 
cooler then the valley of CopanabafiU. My bed was made in a little thatched Cobe,and 
Indian boyes appointed to fleep in the next room to me,and to be at hand if in'the night 
I fhould want any thing. Thus having appointed what attendance I had need of in the 
morning to the next Town,difcharging the Indians that had brought me from Izqum- 

tenango , I wentunto my reft, which I tooke as quietly as if I had been in the compa¬ 
ny of my beft friends. The next day being accompanied by two Indians, having fent 
my carriage by another, 1 tooke my journey to the nextTowne, which is called C«- 
cbumatlan grande, becaufeit ftandeth on the higheft partofthofe Mountaines, and in 
the way the Indians l hewed mee the head fpring or fountaine of the great River of 
Chiapa of the Indians, which isthe onely remarkable thing in that Rode. Cucbuma- 
tlangrande is a Towne a little biggerthen St. Martin , and of Indians very curteous, 
who areufed and beaten to daily travellers, and lb make very much of them. Here 
I was entertained as the night before; and found the poore Indians willing to 
give mee whatfoever I demanded for my better and fafer guiding and conducing the 
next day, and that night for iny Tapper whatT pleafed to call for, without any pay 
but onely writing down my name and expences with the day and moneth in their com - 
mon booke of accounts. This are thole poore wretches brought to by the Fryers and 
commanding Juftices, though of themfelves they have no more then a Milpa of Mate 
as they terme it, or a little Indian Wheat Plantation, with as much Chile as will fuffice 
them for the yeer,and whatthe Merchantsand Travellers give them voluntarily,which 
is little enough. From this Town I would not follow the Rode to the next, which 
was alongjourny of feven oreight leagues without baiting by the way- and’alfobe- 
caufe I had beene informed at Cbiapa and at Copetnabafila of a ftrange pifture of our 
Lady, which wasamongft thefe Mountaines in a little Towne of Indians called Cbiantla, 
which in this dayes journy being not above aleague out of my way, I was relblved to 
fee. The wayes were bad,lying out of the Rode,yet by noon I got to Cbiantla,vj hich is 
a Town belonging unto Mercenarian Fry ers,who doubtlefle would not be able to lub- 
fift info poore a place, had they not invented that loadftone of their pifture of Mart, 
and cried it up for miraculous, to draw people farre and neere,and all travellers from 
the Rode to pray unto it, and to leave their gifts and almes untothemfor theirpray- 
ers and MafTes. Suchanlncome of treafureand riches hath beene from deluded and 
ignorant foules to this beggerly Towne, that the Fryers have had wherewith to 
build a Cloifterabletomaintaine foureor five of them. The Church is richly fur- 
niftied , but efpecially the high Altar where the pifture ftandeth in a Tabernacle with 
half a dozen curtaines of Silk, Sattin, cloth of gold. With borders of golden lace be¬ 
fore it, wearing a rich Crowneof gold, thickly befet with Diamonds and other pre- 
tious ftones. There hang before it at leaft a dozen rich lampes of filver- and in the 
veftry of the Church are many gownes, Candleftickes of filver, Centers to burn Fran* 
kincente before it, befides rich Copes,Veftments, Ornaments for the Altar, and hang¬ 
ings for all the Church. 

To condude,here is a treafure hid in the Mountaines; Oh that it could bee found 
out to doe the Lord fervicc. I was welcomed to this place by thole Fryers, who were 
ftrangers unto mee-, my head was filled that day fay them with relations of ftrange and 
many miracles or lies, which they told mee ofthatpifture; but the heavinefleof my 
head didmeegood infomething, for it made mee moredrowfieat night and apter to 
take good reft. The next day I got into the Rode againe, and went to the laft Town 
of theieCucbumatlanes called C bautlan, where I flayed all that day and night.and fent 
before alettertothe Prior of Sacapulaoi my going thither the next day. InCbautlan 
I was very kindly ufed by the Indiutss , and liked theTowne the better for the excel¬ 
lent grapes which there I found, not planted like vineyards, but growing upinhar- 
bours,which Ihew that it that land were planted,it would certainly yeeld as good grapes 
for wine, as any are in Spain. They are carried from that place to Guatemala, which 
ftands from ic neer forty leagues, and are fold about the ftreets for rarities and great 
dainties; and well may they,for from Mexico to Guatemala there are none like them.The 
next morning I made hafte to be gone, that I might come fooner to Sacapula , where I 
was to finde thoteof mine owne profeflion, with whom I knew I might ftay and refta 
whole weeke if I pleated. I had not rid above three leagues, when I began to diteover 
at a low and deep bot tome, a pleafant and goodly valley, laced with a River, whofe 
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' waters receiving the gloriwTbrightneffi of Fbttm beames reverberated up to the top 
of the Mountaine, a delightfome profpeft to the beholders; the more I hafted to that 
Demins Paradife, the more did the twinkling and wanton itreame invite mee downe 
the hill, which T had no fooner defcended,but I found in an harbour by the water fide 
the Prior of Scapula himfelfe with a good traine of Indians waiting tor mee with a 
CUD of Chocolatte. At the firft fight l was a little daunted to behold the Prior, who 
looked moft fearfully with a bladder from his throat fwelkd almoft round hisnecke, 
which hung over his (houlders andbreaft, andftayedup his chin, and lifted up his 
head fo, that hee could fcarce looke any whither but up to heaven. Inourdifcourfe 
he told mee that difeafe had beene upon him at lead ten yeers,and that the water of that 
River had caufed it in him, and in many others of that Town. This made race now 
as much out of love with the River, as above the hill I had liked the goodly .fight of 
it and therefore refolved not to flay fo long in that place as I had thought, left the 
waters (hould marke me for all my life, as they had done this Prior ; whole name was 
Fryer John De la Cruz , a Bifcaine borne,and(like fome of that Nation ) a little trou¬ 
bled with the fimples, but a good hearted man, humble, and well beloved over all the 
Country both by Spaniards and Indians. When I came to the Townel difeovered 
many men and women with bladders in their throats like the poore Prior,which made 
mee almoft unwilling to drink there any Chotolatte made with that water, or eat a- 
ny thing drefled with it; untill the Prior did much incourage mee and told mee that 
it did not hurt all but onely fome, and thofe who did drink it cold 5 wherewith I re¬ 
folved toftay there foure or five daies, becaufe of the old Priors importunity, who 
would faine have had mee continue to live with him, promifingto teach mee the In¬ 
dian language in a very fhorttime. But higher matters calling mee to Guatemala, I 
excufed my felfe, and continued there five dayes with much recreation. The Town 
though it be not in the generall very rich, yet there are fome Indian Merchants who 
trade about the country and efpecially to Sucbutepeques where is the chief ftore ofCacac* 
and thereby fome of this Towne of Sacapula , have inriched themfelves ; the reft of 
the people trade in pots and pans, which they make of an earth there fit for that par- 
pofe. But the principall Merchandize of this place is falt,which they gather in the 
morning from the ground thatlyeth neeretfre River. The aire is hot, byreafon the 
Town ftandeth low, and compared with high hills on every fide. Befides many good 
fruits which are here, there are Dates as good as thole in that come from Barbary , 
and many trees of them in the Garden belonging to theCloifter. After I had here 
wearied out the wearinefie, which I brought in my bones from the Cucbumatlanes , 
I departed taking my way to Guatemala , and from Sacapula I went to a Town called 
St. Andres ,or St. Andrewsj which ftandeth fix or feven leagues from Sacapula , a great 
Town, but nothing remarkable in it,faveoneIy Cotton wooll and Turkies, and about 
it fome rich Eftancia’s or Farmes of Cattell, which are commodioufly feated here, it 
being a plain Charopaigne Country. Yet at further end of this plain there is a Moun¬ 
tain which difeourageth with the fight all fuch as travell to Guatemala ; from St. An¬ 
dres I prepared my felfe for the next daies journey, which was of nine long leagues, 
to a very great Town called by two names, by Come Sacualpa, by others Sta. Maria 
Xojabah , to the which I could notgoe without pafling over that Mountaine. I fent 
word of going to Z ojabah the day before (asisthecuftomethere) thatmulesandhor- 
les might meet mee upon the Mountaine; and the night before I went to a Rancho 
(which is a lodge built for travellers to reft when the journey is long,) which flood 
within a league of the Mountaine by a River, where with the waters murmur, and 
refrefhing gales I tooke good reft. In the morning having refrelhed my felfe, and my 
Indians with Chocolatte I fet out to incounter with that proud Mountaine ; and when 
I came unto it I found it not fo hard to overcome, as I had conceited, the way lying 
with windings and turnings; But the higher I mounted the more my eyes were trou¬ 
bled with looking to the River below,whole rockes were enough to aftonifh and make 
a flout heart tremble. About the middle of the Mountaine the Indians of Z ojabah 
met with a mule for mee, and another for my carriage in a narrow pafiage where the 
way went wheeling. Here I lighted, whilft the Indians helped one another to unload 
and load the mule that cameofrefrefti. Out ofthe narrow way the fide of the Moun¬ 
taine wasfteepy, and a feareful! precipice of two or three miles to the bottotne, almoft 
bare of trees, here and there one onely growing. My heart was true unto mee,wiftnng 
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mee to walke up a foot untill I came unto fome broader paffage; but the Indians per¬ 
ceiving my feare told me there was no danger, alluring mee further that the Mule they 
had brought was fure, and had beeen well ufed to that mountaine.With their perfwa- 
fions I got up, but no fooner was I mounted when the Mule began to play her prankes 
and to kick, and to leap out of the way, calling me down and herfelfe, both rouling 
and tumbling a pace to the ro ekes and death,had not a Ihrub prevented me, and a tree 
Hopped the Mules blind fury. The Indians cried out, milagro , milagre , miracle, mira¬ 
cle, Santo , Santo , a Saint, a Saint, tome fo loud as if they would have had their cry 
reach to Rome to helpe forward my canonization; for many fuch miracles have fome 
been noiled at Rome , and with further contribution of mony have been enrolled in the 
books and Catalogue ot Saints. Whilft the Indians helped me up and brought the Mule 
againe into the way, they did nothing but flatter me with this terme Saint; which they 
needed not have done, if as they confldcred my dangerous fall and flopping at a Ihrub 
f which was by chance,and not by miracle)they had further confidered my paflion and 
hafty wrath(not befitting a Saint) wherewith I threatned to baft their ribs for deceivi ng 
mee with a yong Mule not well accuftomed to the laddie. But all my hafty words and 
anger could not difereditme with them, nor leffen their conceiptof my holineffeand 
lanftity,who hold the anger and wrath of a Preifttobethebreathof Godsnoftrils, 
and with this their foolilh conceiptof mee, they kneeled before me killing my hands. 
The bufineffe being further examined,they confelfed that they had been miftaken in the 
Mules, haying fadled for me that which Ihould have carried my Petaca’s, or leatherne 
chells, which was a young Vule accuftomed onely to carriages, andnottothe fad- 
dle, and upon that which Ihould have been ladled they put my carriage. Whilft they 
unloaded and loaded again and fadled the right Mule,I walked up the hill about a mile, 
and when they overtooke me I got up and rid till I met with my refrelhing harbour and 
Chocolatte, and many Indians that came to receive me, among whom it was prefent- 
ly noifed that I was a Saint and had wrought a miracle in the way ; with this the reft 
of th a Indians kneeled to me and kifled my hands, andintheway that we went to the 
Towne, all their talk was of my fanftity. I wasmuch vexed at their limplicity , but 
the more they faw mee unwilling to accept of that honour, the more they prelfed it 
upon me. When I came to the Town I told the Frier what had happened, and what 
the foolilh Indians had conceited ; at which he laughed, and told me that he would 
warrant me if I ftaied long in the Towne, all the men and women would come to 
kifle my hands and to offer their gifts unto me. He knew well their qualities, or elfe 
had taught them this fuperftition with many others; for no fooner had we dined, but 
many were gathered to the Church to fee the Saint that was come to their Towne, and 
that had wrought a miracle in the mountaine as he came.With this I began to be more 
troubled then before at the folly of the Ample people, and defired the Fryer to checke 
and rebuke them, whp by no means would,but rather laughed at it,faying,that ih po¬ 
licy we ought to accept of any honour from the Indians, for as long as we had credit 
and an opinion of Saints among them,fo long we Ihould prevaile to do any with them, 
yea even to command them and their fortunesat our pleafure.With this I went downe 
with the Frier to the Church, and fate downe with him in a chaire in the Quire,repre- 
fenyngthe perfonof fuch a Saint as they imagined me to be, though in reality and 
truth but a wretched linner. 

No fooner had we taken up oux places,when the Indians, men , women, and chil¬ 
dren came up by three and four,or whole families to the Quire, firft kneeling down for 
my blefling, and then killing my hand?, they began to fpeake to me in their Indian 
complements to this pprpofe, that their Town was happy and doubtlefle blefled from 
heaven by my coming into it, and that they hoped their foules Ihould be much the bet- 
tter if they might partake of my praiers to God for them. And for this purpofe fome 
offered unto me money, fomehony, fome egs, fome little mantles, fomePlantins, 
and other fruits, fome fowles, and fome Turkeys. The Frier that fate by me I per¬ 
ceived was overjoyed with this, for he knew I was to be gone, and would leave unto 
him all thofe offerings. I defired him to make anfwer unto the Indians in my behalfe, 
excufing me as not well verfed in their language^ yet the fooles if they thought and 
judged me to be a Saint, might have expefted from me alfo the gift of tongues)which 
he did telling them that I hadbeen but a while in that Country, and though Iunder- 
ftood partof their language, yet could not fpeake nor pronounce it perfe&Iy, and 
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' therefore from me hedid give them hearty thankesfor tbegreat love they had fhewed 
unto an Ambaffadourof God, witnefling it with fomany forts of offerings, which 
affuredly fhould remind himandmee of our offerings for them, in our praters and 
hearty recommendations of them and their children unto God. Thus was that cere¬ 
mony ended,the Indians difmiffed,and the Frier and I went up Co a chamber, wherehe 
began to tell his egs and fowles and to difpofe offome of them for our flipper; he told 
me he would take them,but at my departure would give me fomewhat for them,he bad 
me keep what money they had given me,and told me I was welcome unto him,and no 
burdenfome gueffc, but very profitable, who had brought with me (lore of proviffon 
for tpy ielfeand for him many daies after. The money I received cane to fourty Rials, 
befides twenty which hegave me for the other offerings, which might be worth four¬ 
ty more; all this I got for having a fall from a Mule, and for not breaking my necke. 
I would taine have departed the nexc morning, but John VidaU ( f© was the Frier na¬ 
med) would not permit me, for that the next journey was of at leaft 20 leagues, 
and therefore he would have me reft my felfe the next day. 

ThisTowneof Zojahah, or Sacualpa is thebiggeft and faireft of all the Towns that 
belong unto the Priory of Sacapula • the Indians are rich, and make of their Cotton¬ 
wool many mantles, they have plenty of hony, and great flocks of goats and kids; 
but here, nor in all the Townes behind there is no wheat, faveonly Indian Maiz. The 
next day fome fmall offerings fell unto mee, but nothing like the day before; and fo I 
toldtheFrier, that now the peoples devotion was decaied, Iwouldbee gone in the 
morning before day. That night the chiefe Indians of the Townecame to offer their 
fervice and attendance upon me to a Rancho or lodge that ftandeth in the middle way; 
but I would not accept of the great ones, but defired that I might have three onely of 
the meaner fort to guide mee till I met with company from the Townc whither I was 
going, and whither I had lent warning of my comming. The time appointed was 
threeof theclock in the morning; atwhich houreafeera littlefleepl wascalled,and 
havingdrunke my Chocolatte, and eat a maple bread with a little conferve,I prepared 
my felie for my journey, and found the Indians ready waiting for me in the yard, with 
pieces of pine-wood, which burn like torches,and with which they ufe to travell in the 
night, and to (hew the way to him whom they guide. A little from the Towne wee 
had fome craggy wayes, which indeed had need of lights, but afterwards we came in¬ 
to a plainechampaigne Countrey, which continued till within a league of the middle 
way lodge; to the which we were to defeend a fteep hill.Wben we came thither(which 
was about feven in the morning)we found our frelh fupply waiting for us,who had let 
outfrom their Towne at midnight to meet us ( note the Indians fubjeftion to their 
Preifts command ) and had made us a fire, and warmed water for our Chocolatte. 
Which whillt I was drinking, the Indians of Zojabah s who had guided me thither, gave 
notice to thofe that came to receive from St. Martin ( fo Was the Towne called whi¬ 
ther 1 was that day minded ) of my miracle and fan&ity, wilhing them to reverence 
andrelpe&meintheway. Butnotforthistheirfoolilhreportdidlmake the Indians 
of Zoiababdrinke every one a cup of Chocolatte,and fo dilmified them; and took for¬ 
wards my journey to St. Martin. Moftof the way was hilly and craggy till we came 
within two miles of the Towne* to the which we arrived by noone. This Towne is 
cold, handing high, yet pleafant for theprofpeft alnjoft to Guatemala■ here, and in 
moftof the Towns about it is moft excellent wheat. The hony of this Towne is the 
bell: in the Countrey ; but above all it furnilheth Guatemala with Quailes, Partridges, 
and Rabbits. It is the firft Towne wee enter into belonging to the City and command 5 
of Guatemala-, which did not a little comfort me, that now I wanted but one good 
journey to make an end of my long, tedious and wearifome travelling. The Frier 
of this Towne named Thomas de la Cruz, belonged unto the Dominican Cloifter of 
Guatemala i Hcwasa Griolian, but yet he entertained me very lovingly. I ftaied with 
him but that night.And in the morning (though I might have gone to dinner to Gua- 
would needs goe by the way tooneof the biggeft Townes in that Countrey, 
called Chimaltinango, (landing in an open valley three leagues from the City,confifting 
of a thoufand houfe-keepers, and rich Indians who trade much about the Countrey. 
In this Towne in my time there was one Indian, who alone had bellowed upon the 
Church five thoufand duckates. The Church yeelds to none in the City of Guatemala^ 
a nd in mufick it exceeds moft about the Country. The chief feaft of Cbimaltenango is 
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upon the 26. day of July, (which they call St. Annes day ) and then is the richelf fa ire 
that ever my eyes beheld in thofe parts of all forts of Merchants and Merchandize ; 
It is father fee forth with Bull-baiting, Horce-racing,Stage-playes, Maskes, dances, 
Mulick, and all this gallantly performed by the Indians of the Town. The Fryer of 
this Town was a Dominican, belonging to the Cloillerofthe Dominicans of Guate- 
ma!a } named Alonjo Hidalgo , a fours eyed old man, for hue alwaies wore fpeftades. 
Hee was a Spaniard borne, but having beene brought up in that Country from his 
youth, and having taken his habit and vowes in Guatemala amojrgtt the Griolians, 
hee degenerated from his birth and Country-men, hating all fuch as came from Spain. 
Hee was deadly enemy to the Provinciall (ayming indeed himfelfe to bee Provincial! 
with the favour of theCriolians) and fo I perceived hee would have picked a quar- 
rell with mee) whilft I was with him ; hee told mee I was welcome, though hee had 
little reafon to bid any welcome that had come from Spain , who hee thought came 
but to fupplant thofe that had been born and brought up there in their own Country, 
and that forought hee knew, I learning the language of thofe Indians might one 
day difpofTefle him of thatTowne, wherein hee had continued above ten yeers ; hee 
envied much againfl the Provincial! and Fryer John Baptijl the Prior of Guatemala , 
whom hee knew to bee my friend; But to all this I anfwered not a word, refpefting 
his grave and old age, and Cryftall fpeftades. At laft he told mee that hee had heard 
fay, that the Indians of Zojabah had cried mee up for a Saint, which neecould notbe- 
leeve ofanythat camefrom Spain^ much lefleof mee that came !rotn England a coun¬ 
trey of hereticks; but hee feared rather thac I might come as afpie, to view the ri¬ 
ches ofthattheir Country, and betray them hereafter to EnglandpnA that in Guatemala 
there were many rich pieces, efpecially apiftureof our Lady, and a lampe in theCloi- 
her of the Dominicans, which he doubted not but I would bee carefull to pry into. But 
all this I put up with a jell, faying, that I would bee fure to take notice fiift of the 
riches of his chamber inpiftu.es, hangings,and rich Cabinets, and that if the E?ig/ijh 
came thither in my time, I would forely conduft them to it; and if hee himfelfe 
would but caufeafet of teeth of filver to bee fet in his gums and jawes in ftead of thofe 
leaden ones, (for hee was fo old that hee had loft all his teeh, ar)d had got fomeoi lead 
in their ftead) then furely 1 would alfo conduft the Englifi to him as to a rich prizetfor 
histeeth.andthatl would warrant him heefhould bee well ufed for his outward and 
inward riches, and that this my counfell might bee profitable and of coniequence to 
him, Itoldhim; for if the Enf/i/kfhould come, certainly they would try of what 
mecall his teeth were made, thinking that they might bee offbtue rare and exquifitc 
fubftance found onely in that Country, and fo might caufe him to drink fuch hot and 
fealding broth, (to try whether they were lead ) as might melt them in his mouth,and 
make themtltedlead runnedowne his throat, which if they were of filver,they would 
not doe. Hee perceived I jeared him, and fo hee let mee alone; I was glad I had put 
him out of his former byas of ray ling; fo dinner being ended,1 told him I would not 
ftay fupper, but got 10 Guatemala to alight fupper in theCloifter, for that hee had 
given mee ftich a dinner, as I feared I (hould not have digelied it in few daies. I de¬ 
filed him to let me have Indians to guide me to Guatemala ,which he willingly performed, 
peradventure fearing that if I flayed fupperwith him, I {hould melt the teeth in his 
meuth with fome fealding cup of my Chocolatte brought from Cbiapa, or that in 
the night I fhould rifle or plunder his chamber of his rich Idols and Ebony Cabinets. 
The Indiana being come, I made haft to be gone from that four eyed bead,being now de- 
firousof a conftant reft in Guatemala. Within a league from this Town o fChimaltwango, 
the Rode way leavingthat open,wide, and fpatious valley,contrafts and gathereth itr 
it felfe between hils and mountaines {landing on each fide , and foconcinueth to the 
City. From this Valley unto Guatemala , neither is there any afeent or defeent but a 
plaine, broad and fandy way. The eye hath much to view, though cotnpafled with 
Mountaines, in thefe two laft leagues ; for yet itmay behold a Town ot Indians which 
taketh up rnoft of the way, and is counted as big as Cbimaltenango , if not bigger, the 
houfes lying fcattered with a diftance one from another, mingled with many fair build¬ 
ings of Spaniard r, who refort much thither from theCity for their recreation. This 
Town is called Xicotenangi, of a fruit named Xocotte, which is moil plentiful! there, 
and all abautthe Country; it is frefh and cooling, of a yellow colour when ripe, and 
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■foTlhev lie fo thick in the way, dropping from the trees for want of gathering and 
todins them all.tbatthe Spaniard have begun to ptaSlfe the buytng of Hog. on pur- 
oofeto htthem rinne abouahat high way , finding that they fata, fp.cd.ly and a, 
mil with thole plummets our Hogs doe in £«g/«edw.th Akotns. All this wayare 
Sfo many faire garden., which fupply the Markets of G».te»«/a with herbs, roots, 
?«r. finwet! all the veer. There are further in this Rode three water mills for 
thecornoOhe City,whereof the chief and the richeft belongs to the Dominican Fryers 
of oZmda who keep there a Fryer coaftantly with three or foure Blackmorestodoe 
and overfee the worke-. What will notthofe Fryers doe to fattsfc th.tr covetous 
mtadel' Even dully Miliars they will become to get wealth. The Fronttfpice of the 
r hnrrh of this Town is judged one of the beft pieces of worke thereabouts; the high 
Altar within is alfo rich and lately, being all daubed with gold, I made no (Jay in 
fhis olTce becaufe I knew I (hould have many occafions after my fetling in the City to 
com^ unto it. And thus keeping between the hils I continued on my journey till I came 
to Guatemala , whofe Dominions, riches and greatneflTethe followingctiapter fhall 
largely (hew. 



CHAP. XVIII. 

Deferring the Dominions, Government 3 Riches, and great nefe of the City of 
Guatemala, and Country belonging unto it. 

) Had not rid on above a mile from the Church of Xocote»a»go 3 vihen the hils 
[ and Mountains feemed to depart one from another, leaving a more Ipati- 
I ous objeft for the eye to behold,and a wider Valley to wander m.The fame 
[ of that City from Mexico and Cbiapa had railed up my thoughts to con- 
ceit of fo me ftrong walls, Towers, Forts or Bulwarks to keep cut an a fa¬ 
ring or attempting enemy ; But when I came ncere and lead thought of it,I found my felf 
in it without entring through walls, or gates,orpaffingoverany br.dge,or finding any 
watchor guard to examine who I was ; but paffmg by a new built Church, handing 
neere a place of dunghils, where were none but mean houfes, fome thatched,and fome 
tyled,and asking what Town that was,an(wer was made methat it was theCityofG^- 
temala^nd that that, being called St. SebajHa^was the onely Panto Church of the City. 
With this my high conceiting thoughts hooped down to think of fomeifecond Cbiapa- 
till having continued on a while by houfes on my right hand and dunghils on my left, 
I came to a broader ftreet having houfes on each fide,which feemed to promdea City at 
hand. At my firft turning Idifcovered a proud and ftately Cloifter, which was the 
place of reft to my wearied body. I furrounded it to finde out the back gate, and 
there lighted, and enquired for the Prior,who bad me very welcome, affurmg me thac 
for the Provincials fake, Itoould want no incouragement, and that hee would doe for 
mee much more then what the Provinciall had fignified unto him by Letters. He told 
mee hee had beene brought up in Spain, in the Country of 4fiuriaf 3 where many E«- 
elijb (hips did ufeto come,and having feen there many of my Nation, he attested them 
very much, and to mee as one of fo good a Nation,and as a (hanger and Pilgrime out of 
my owne Country, hee would (hew all the favour thac the uemoft of h'.s power would 
afford. How glad was I,to find in him fo contrary an opinion to that of foure eyed Hi¬ 
dalgo ? And how did he performe his words 1 He was the chief Mafter and Reader of 
Divinity in the Univerfity, his name Mafter JacimbodeCabannat, who finding mee.de- 
firous to follow the Schools,and efpecially to hear from him fome leffons of Theologie 
within the firft quarter of yeer,that I had been his conftant and attentive Auditor,graced 
mee withapublick aft ofconclufionsof Divinity, whichlwas to defend under his 
dire&ion and moderation in the face of the whole Univerfity and Affembly of Doaors 
and Divines, againft theTenentsof-Scwwr and Suarez• But the principall and head 
conclufion was concerning the birth of the Virgin Mary 3 v/hom both jduites, Suarez 
and Francifcans, and Scotifts hold to have beene borne without Originail unne, or 
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any guilt or ttaineofit, againft whafc fond,faolilh and ungioundctf/ancies, I publkk- 
ly defended viuhTbomas Aquinas yad all Thomifts, that Ihee (as well as all Adam* po- 
fterity) Was borne in Original!. Itwasanaft, the like whereof had not been fo.cQn- 
troverted in that Univerfity with arguments in contra, and their anfwers and folutions, 
and with reafons and arguments in pro many yeers before. The Jefuites damped with 
their feet, clapt with their hands, railed with their tongues, and condemned it with 
their mouths for a herefie, faying, that in fngland , where were hereticks, fuch an 
opinion concerning Chrifts mother might bee held, and defended by mee who had 
my birth among hereticks, but that Mafter Cabannas borne among Spaniards , and 
brought up in their Univerfities, and being thechief Reader in that famous Academy 
fhould maintainefuch an opinion,they could not but much marvaije and wonder at ic. 

But with patience I told them, that (trong reafons, and thefurther aiithority pf many 
learned Tbomifl Divines Ihould fatisfie their vaine and clamorous wondrlng. The 
Aft was ended, and though with Jefuites 1 could get no credit* yet with the Domi¬ 
nicans, and with Maiier Cabannas, 1 got fo much that l never after loft it for the fpaee 
ofalmoft twelve yeers ; but was ftill honored by the meanes of this Cabannas and 
Fryer John Baptijl the Prior of Cbiapa (whoat Chriftmasenfuing was made Prior 
of Guatemala) with honors and preferments as great as ever ftranger was living among 
Spaniards. Thefe two above named being at Candlemas or beginning of February 
that lame yeer at Chiapa. at theeleftionof a new Provinciall, would not forget mee 
their pooreft friend ftil abiding in Guatemala fcut remembring that the Univerfity (which 
belonged chiefly to the Cloilter) at Michaelmas would want a new Reader or Mafter 
of Arts to begin with Logick, continue through the eight bookes of Phyficks, and 
toend with the Metaphyiicks, propounded mee to the new elefted Provincialll(whofe 
name was Fryer John Ximendy&nd to the whole Chapter a»d Conventicle of the Pro¬ 
vince for Reader of Arts in Guatemala the Michaelmas next enfuing. Their loir for me 
was fo earneft and their authority fo great that nothing could bee denied them,, and 
fo thev broughtunto mee from the Provinciall Chapter thefe infuing Letters Patents, 
from Fryer John Ximtno } whofc form and manner I thought fit here to inlcrt out of the 
Original in Spanijh(w\nch to this day abideth withme)for curiofityand fatisfaftion of 
my Reader. 

F Ray Iuan Ximeno Predicador General y Prior Provincial defia Provincia 
de San Vicente de Chiapa y Guatemala, Ordende Predtcadores. Por quanto 
nuefiro Convento de Sancto Domingo de Guatemala carece de Left or de Artes „ 

For la prefente Infiituyo y doy por Lector Al Padre fray Thomas de Santta Ma¬ 
ria (fowas my Name then, and by this name will Lome Spaniards know mee, 
who may chance hereafter to read this, and curfe mee ) por la [atisfaccion que 
tengodefu fufficiencia. T mandoalpe. Prior del dichonuefiro Convento , le 
ponga en pofeffion del tal officio. T para mayor merit o de obediencia le mando 
in virtute Spirit us [antfift fan eta obedientia , et fubpracepto formali . In no¬ 
mine Patris, et Filii.et Spiritus fancii. Amen. Fechoenefie nuefiro Convento 
de Chiapa la Real en nueve de Febrero de 1647. T la mande fellar confello mayor 
de nuifiro officio. 

Fray Juan Por Mandado de Noftro Rdo. 

or Padre,Fray Juan dc Sto. 

Ximeno Plis Domingo Noto. 

Not if que efia Patente a el Content do ^ en 12 di as del mes de Abril de 16 
Fray Juan' 

Baptifta Por. 

This Form according to the Original! in Spanifi is thus in Englifb, and to this pUrpole. 

F Ryer lohn Ximeno Preacher Generali, and Prior Provinciall of this Pro¬ 
vince of Saint Vincent of Chiapa and Guatemala, Order of Preachre. 

Whereas' 
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Whereas our Convent of Saint Dominick of Guatemala wanteth and Rands 
in need of a Reader of Arts : By thefe prefents I doe inftitute, name and 
appoint for Reader Fryer Thomas of Saint Mary ^ for the great fatisfadion 
which I have of his fufficiency. And I command the Prior of the forefaid 
our Convent, that hec put him into full pofTeffion and enjoyment of the faid 
Office. And for the greater merit of obedience I command him (our fore- 
named Reader,) by vertue of the Holy Ghoft,and of holy obedience,and un¬ 
der a formall precept. In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoft, Amcn.Dated in this our Convent of Chapa the Royall,thc ninth 
of February , 1627. And I commanded thefe to bee fealed with the-great Seale 
of our Office. 


Fryer John 

or 

Ximeno Fat. 


By the command of our Reverend 
Father Fryer lohn of St. Do¬ 
mini ck.Netary. 


7 notified thefe Letters^ Patents, unto the contained in them the 12. day of the 
woneth of Aprill. 1627, 

Fryer lohn 
Baptifi. Par. 

This honour conferred upon mee a ftranger, and new commer to the Province 
made the Criolian party and foroe others (who had aymed at that place and prefer¬ 
ment m the Univerfity) to ftomack mee. But to mee it was a fpurre to ftir and prick 
mee on to a more eager purfuit of learning, to frequent the Academy leffons with more 
care and ddigence; and tofpend myfelfe and time, day and night, moreinftudying, 
that fo I might performe with like honour that which was laid upon mee, and anfwer 
the expectation of my beft and forwardeft friends. Three yeers I continued in this 
Convene and City in obedience to the forfeited Patents; oftentimes I thought within 
my lelf that the honour of my Englifi Nation here lay upon me in Guatemala , in not 
uttering any Spaniard, to goe beyond mee, or to outbrave mee with gallant, witty and 
well feeming arguments- and fo many times I would at nine of the clock at night, 
When others were gone to bed, take in my chamber a cup of hot Chocolatte, that with 
it 1 might banifli lleep from mine eyes, and might the better continue in my ftudv till 
one or two in the morning, being bound to awake and bee up again by fix, I was loath 
in thefe three yeers to take upon mee any other of fuch charges which are common in 
fuch Convents j butcfpecially to preach much, and to hear the Ccnfeffions of fuch 
both men and women as reforted to the Church ofthat Cloifter, left hereby my ftu- 
dies might bee hindered, and time fpentin other waies. Yet the Prior and Matter Ca- 
Urnas would often bee very importunate with mee, to obtained EifhopsLicenfe for 
9 f d - ^road in the City and Country ( for m the 

Church of that Cloifter I might and did fometimes, though feldome preach with Per- 
miffion of the Provincial!) but this I ftrongly refufed, untill fuch fimeas the Provinciall 
\ Wh .? j e / ring , me once Prcach 5 would by all meanes have 
r and authoriled from the Bifhop, that fo I might not bee ftraitned 

Within the Cloifter* limits, but abroad in other Churches might freely Preach, and 

^om by Tl° me mt l ney f ° r 5 he ff te , r furnifllin g my felfe with Bookes. Hee therefore 
commanded meeto bee examined by five examiners all able Divines, for the fpace of 
three houres (asis thecuftomeof thatOrder)and having three houres ftood underthei? 
hard and rigid queftions and examination, having alfo at theend obtained their appro- 
totion, then the Provincial prefented mee unto theBilhop with thefe words follow- 
mg,being taken out of the Originall yet abiding with mee. 

Ff 9 3 uan xi ™ e,i0 fredicador General , y Provincial defla Provincia de 
San vicente de Chapa y Guatemala , Or den de Predicadcrcs , Prefento a 

Ftfira 
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Vueflra Sennoria Illufirifiima al Padre Pray Thomas de Santfa Maria\ ex A* 

minado y a provado for cinco examinadores per vota Seer eta, conforme A 
nutfiras Conftitut tones , Para que Vueflra Sennoria Illufirif.ma fe firva de 
darle licencia para Confeffar y Predicar a todo genera de Gente en fuobif- 
pado, Conforme a la Clementina, Dudum de Sepulturis. 

A Vueflra Sennoria llluflnfima Suplico le ay a for Prefentado, y fefirv A 
de dalle la dtcha licencia, que en ello recibire merced. 

Fray Juan 

or 

Ximeno, Palis. 

This forme of Prefentation, ufed among them, naming the party prefentingj 
and the party prefented, is in Englifhmuch to this purpole. 

F Rier Iohn Ximeno,Preacher Generall,and Provinciall of this Province of 
St. Vincent, of Chiapa and Guatemala, Order of Preachers,do prefent un¬ 
to your Lorlhip the father Frier Thomas of St. Mary ( already examined, 
and approved by five Examiners by fecret Votes, according to our Rule and 
Conftitutions ) that your Lordlhip may be plcalcd to grant him licence to 
heare Confeffions, and to preach to-all forts of people in your Bilhoprick, ac¬ 
cording to that Rule and Canon of Pope Clement, beginning with theft 
words, Dudum de Sepuhuris. 

I humbly befecch your Lordlhip, to have him for prefented, and to grant 
him your forelaid licence, and therein I lhall receive great favour. 

Trier Iohn 

or 

Ximeno. Palis. 

The Biihop of Guatemala being my great friend,and a well-wifher to learning and e- 
lpecially to that llniveriitie, needed not many words of intreaty, butprefent- 
ly gave me this Licence written on the back'fide ofche Prefentation,and that with¬ 
out any further examination by his Clergy and part of his Chapter, which hee 
may and doth ule when he pleafeth. 

N Os el Maeftro Don Fray loan de Sandoval, y, Capata , de la Orden de 
San Auguflin for la Divina Gracia obifpo de Guatemala y la Vera 
P a K> del Confejo de fu Magiflad etc. For la Prefente damos licencia al 
Padre Fray Thomas de Santa Maria de la Orden de Predkadores Conteni- 
do en la Prejentacion de fu Religion atras Contenida, Para que en todo 
efte nueflro obifpado pueda Predicar , y Predique la Pdlabra de Dios, y para 
que pueda adminiflrar, y adminiflre el Sacramento Santo de la Penitentia 
gencralmente a todas las P erf on as que con el tubieren Devocion de Confef- 
fare ( excepto Monias ) y a las Perfdnas que Confeffar e pueda abfolver, j 
abfuelva de todos fus pecados, Crimines y exceffos, excep'to de los cafes re- 
fervados a fu fanti dad, y a Nos for Dir echo. Dada en la Ciudad de San¬ 
tiago de Guatemala, en quarto de Dificmbre de Mill , y Seyfaentos y veyrt - 
te y nueve Annost 

Cl Obifpo de 
Guatemala 


Por Mandado del Ill 7 ” 0 * mi Sen- 
nor Pedro Ramirez de Valdes, 
Secretario. 


M 
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This forme of licence to preach and heare confeffioiiS, from the Eifhop of Guate¬ 
mala, is worth Engiifting for fome things in it, which I (hall obferve with inclo- 
fed Parenthefe's as I goe along for the better reminding my Reader of them. 

i 7T 7Ec ( .Bifhops in that Church fcorne the name,of a fmgular perfon, 
V V fiewing they have the power of .all perfons joined,together in them 5 
of ric,h andpoore, of fubjecf and Prince ) Matter and Lord,Frier Iohnde San¬ 
doval y Cap at a of the Order of St.Jugufiw( thoughhr ought up in apoore 
Mendicant Cloifier, yet now he takes upon him the Title of a Lord, and fiewes 
how F relates in that Church ufe to Lord it over the people) by the Divine Grace 
Bilhop of Guatemala and the Vera Paf( he files himfelfe a Bifiop by Divine 
Grace, whereas he himfelfe acord ing to the common report of him, as alfoare 
mofi Bifhops there made, was made Bifiop not by any Divine Grace , but by un¬ 
warranted Simony andfavour from Courtiers, having given many thoufand 
Crownesfor that his Bijhopricke ) of his Majefties Councell ( Bifhops there 
muf .be Counfellors to Kings, apd meddle,in Court and Politicke .affaires )by 
thcfe Prefent give licence to Father Frier Thomas of Saint Mary, of the Or¬ 
der of Preachers, contained in the Prefentation from his religious O rder on 
the back-fide of this our licence, that throughout all our Bifhopricke.he may 
and doe preach the word of God (yet I confejje This ward of God is little ufed 
jp Sermons in that Chjvrch,hut rather the words of Saints of theirs and Bathers, 
and lying words of miracles,wherewith they fluffe up a whale heures preaching ) 
and that he may and doe adminifter the holy Sacrament of Penance f not only 
as it erne from the mouth of him to whom the Seraphims cry Holy. Holy, Holy, 
hut as it came from the head of. Rome, who facrilegioufy files himfelfe Holi- 
neffe andmofi Holy Father. Hot a Sacrament asfo left and ordained by Chrifi, 
but one of Romes feven Sacraments, which as it is a City knowne and difiin- 
guifhed by feven hills,fo will that Church be knowne and diflinguijhedfrom the 
true Church by feven Sacraments ) generally to all perfons, which ttiall ha rc 
devotion to confefle with him, excepting Nuns (this Bifhop had in that City 
one of the fix Iudges of the Chancery his daughter a Nun called Donna Juana 
de Maldonado y Paz, whom he loved dearly, and much conferred with her in 
private in the Cloifier, whofe private conferences he was jealous they fiould 
be knowne in Confefion, and therefore would fuffer none to hear Nuns C onfef¬ 
forts, but fueh as were his mofl intimate friends, and of whom he had great 
fatisfaclion, alleadging this reafon that fucb as heard Nuns Confefiions ought 
to bo very skilfull and experienced in fuch waies,and men of age-, for that grea¬ 
ter cafes of Confcience were to be met with in Nuns Confefiions, than in others. 
By which reafon he unwifely brought an afperfion upon thofe Virgins, who fiould 
live chafily and hohly asfeparatedfrom the world and inclofed, and yet it feerps 
by this B if tops opinion, that within their inch fed walls fins are committed more 
grievous then abroad in the wideworld, and fuch as maypuTgffea Ghofily Fa¬ 
ther if not skillfull and ancient) and that he may and doe abfolve all perfons 
which ttiall confefle with him (if onely God can pardon and abfolve from finne, 
oh how is Gods power arrogated and taken, yea and abufed. by thofe facrilegious 
Briefs! ) from all their fins, crimes, and excefles, excepting fuch cafes as are 
referved to his Holinefle, and to us by Canon right . (A wicked rule and Ca¬ 
non, a Government certainly woft cruellandtyrannicall, that bind.es poor wret¬ 
ches in fomc cafes to goe from America to Rome, at leaf eight thoufand miles to 
cleare their Confciences before the Tope, or elfe they muf die without pardon 
and abfelutionfrom finne, many having not meanes to goe thither, nor gifts to 
befiow upon their Pope, who mufi be bribed to abfolve them. 0 how more fweet, 
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comfortable and fife is it fora heinous fnner and offender even at home or in 
the Church grievous within his heart, and keeping within hm felfe , to l ft up 
a broken heart, and make that f oft e andflie with wings of Eagles to thehi/h 
Throne of Gods grace and mercy , with affured confidence that there only is par¬ 
don, remiftion and abfolution granted to all fich as doe truely and nnfeir- 
nedly recent of their fins crimes and exceffes !) Dated n the City of*. lames 
e\ Guatemalans fourth day of December, in the yeer of our Lord 1629. 

The Bijhoji of B y the Command of my moft 

Guatemala ^ Illtftrious Lord^Petct Ramirez 

de Valdes. Secretary. 

Thus with full and ample Commiflion from the Bifhop and the Provincial! was I fet- 
led in Guatemala, to read and preach, where, ( although I might have continued many 

r sers and was offered to read Divinity, having in part begun it one quarter of a yeere ) 
continued yet but threeyeers and almoft an halfe for the reafon I (hall (hew hereafter. 
So what in that time I could obierveof that City, and of the Countrey round a- 
bout, having had occafions to travaile about it both when I lived in Guatemala , and 
afterwards when I lived for above (even yeers in the Countrey Towne*, I ftiall truly 
and faithfully recommend unto my Reader .This City of Guatemala ( called by the 
Spaniards Santiago , or St. James of Guatemala is feated in a valley,which is not above 
two miles and a halfe broad,for the high mountaines doe keep it dole in;but in length 
towards the South-fea itcontinues a wide and champaigne Countrey, opening it lelfe 
broader a little beyond that Towne, which to this day Is called la Ciudad Vieja 3 or the 
old City, Handing fomewhat above three miles from Guatemala. Though the moun¬ 
taines on each fide doe ftrongly environ it, and efpecially on the Ealt-fide f'eem to hang 
over it, yet none of them are hinderers to Travellers, who over them have opened 

waies eafie for man andbeafts though heavily laden with wares of all forts. The way 

from Mexico , if taken by the coaft of Soconuz.ee , and Sucbutepeques comes into the 
City North-weft-ward, which is a wide, open and fandy rode; if it be taken by 
Cbiapa 3 it lieth North-eaft, andentreth into the City between the mountaines, as 
before hath been noted. Weft-ward to the South-fea the way lieth open through the 
vaHey and a champaigne Countrey. But South or South-Eaft, the entrance is over 
high and fteepy hils, which is the common Rodefrom Comayagua , Nicaragua, and the 
Goya duke or IweetGulfe, where the (hips come yeerly and unlade all the Commodities 
which are brought from Spaine for Guatemala. This alfo is the way followed by them 
who take a journey nicer Eaft-ward from this City .But the chief eft mountaines,which 
ftraighten in this City and valley are two, called Vulcanes, theonebeing a Vulcan of 
water, and the other a Vulcan or mountain of fire, termed fo by the Spaniards,fno\\gh 
very improperly a Vulcan may be faid tocontaine water, it taking its name from the 
heathenilh God Vulcan y whofe profeflion and imployment chiefly was in fire. Thefe 
two famous mountaines (land almoft the one over againft the other, on each fide of the 
valley; that of water hanging on the South-fide almoft perpendicularly over the City, 
the other of fire (landing lower from it, more oppofite to the old City.That of water 
ishighcr then the other,andyeelds a goodly profpeft to the fight,being almoft all the 
yeer green, andfullof /»<&*» Milpa's, which are plantations of Indian wheat; and in 
the (mall and petty Townes which lie fbme halfe way up it,fomeat the foot of it,there 
are Roles. Lillies, and other flowers all the yeer long in the gardens, befides Plan¬ 
ting, Apricockes, and many forts of fwett and delicatefruits.lt is called by the Spani- 
ards, el Vulcan del agua , or the Vulcan of water, becaafe on the other fide of it from 
Guatemala it fprings with many brookes towards a Towne called Saint Ghrifopber , and 
efpecially is thought to preferve and nourifh on that fide alfo a great lake of frefh water, 
by the Townes called Amatitlanund Petapa. But on the fide of it towards Guatemala 
and the valley it yeelds alfo fo many fprings of fweet and frefh water,as havecaufed and 
made a river which runneth along the valley clofeby the City, and is that which drives 
the water-mills fpoken of before in Xocotenango. This river was not known when firfl 
the Spaniards conquered that Country; butfince, according to their conftanc Traditi- 
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on)the City oi Guatemala Handing higher and neerer co the Vulcan in that place and 
Town which to this day is called la Ciudad Viejapx the old City,there lived in it then 
about theyeer 1534. a Gentlewoman called Donna Maria deCafiilia, who having left 
her husband in the warres, and that fame yesr buriedalfo all her children, grew fo im¬ 
patient under theie her croffes and affliftions, that impioufly (he defied God,faying, 
What can God do more unto me now then he hath done>he hath done his worft with¬ 
out it be to ta ke away my life alfo, which I now regard not. Upon thefe words there 
gulhed out of this Vulcan fuch a flood of water as carried away this woman with the 
ftreame, ruined many of the houfes, and caufed the inhabitants to remove to the place 
Where now ftandeth Guatemala. This is the Spaniards own Tradition, which if true, 
{hould be our example to learne to feare and nottodefie God, when his judgements 
(hew him to us angry and a God that will overcome, when he judgeth.From that time, 
and from this their Tradition is the Towne now Handing where firft flood Guatemala , 
called la Ciudad Vieja, or the old City, and hath continued a river which before was 
not knowne, having its head and fpringfrom this high Vulcan, whofe pleafant fprings, 
gardens, fruits, flowers and every green and flourithing profpeft might be a fair objeft 
to a Martials wit, who here would tancie a new ParHajfw, find out new fteps of flying 
Pegafus, and greet the Nymphes and nine Sifters with this their never yet difcovered 
and American habitation. This Vulcan or mountaine is not fo pleaiing to the fight 
( whole height is judged full nine miles unto the top ) but the other which ftandeth on 
the other fide of the valley oppofiteunto it,is unpleafing and more dreadfull to behold, 
for here are allies for beauty,ftones and flints for fruits and flowers.baldneffefor green- 
neffe,barrennefle lor fruitful nefle, for water whifperings andfountaine murmurs, noile 
of thunders and roaring of continuing metalsjfor running ftreams,flafhings of fire,for 
tall and mighty trees and Cedars,Caftles of fmoak riling in height to out-dare the skie 
and firmament, lor Iweet and odoriferous and fragrant fmels,a ftink of fire and brim- 
ftone, which are ftil in attion driving within the bowels of that ever burning and fiery 
Vulcan.Thus is Guatemala feated in the mid ft of a Paradife on the one fide and a hell on 
the other, yet never hath this hell broke fo loofe as to confume that flourilhing City. 
True it is formerly many yeers agoe it opened a wide mouth on the top, and breathed 
Out luch fiery afhes as filled the houfes of Guatemala and the Country about, and par¬ 
ched all the plants and fruits, and fpued out fuch ftones and rockes which had they 
fallen upon the City would have crnlhed it to pieces, but they fell not farre from it,but 
to this day lie about the bottoms and fides of it,caufing wonder to thole that behold 
them,and taking away admiration from them that admire the force and ftrength of fire 
and powder in carrying on a weighty bullet from the mouth of a cannon,whereas here 
the fire of this mountaine hath call up into the aire and tumbled downe to the bottom 
of it fuch rockes as in bignefle exceed a reafonable houle, and which not the ftrength of 
any twenty Mules (as hath been tried ) have been able to remove. The fire which fifti¬ 
eth out ot the top of this mountain is fometimes more and fometimes lefle. yet while 
I lived in the City, onacertainetimefor thefpace ofthreeorfouredayes and nights 
it did foburne that my friend Mr. Cabannas confidently avouched to mee and others, 
that Handing onenight in his window he had with the light of that fire read a letter, 
$hediftance being above three Englijb miles. The roaring allb of this monftrous 
beaft is not eoBftantly alike, but is greater in the iiimmer time then in the winter, that 
is,from 0 Sober to the end of Aprils then all the reft of theyeer; for then it feems,the 
winds entring into thofeconcavities fet the fire on work harder then at other times,and 
caule the mountaine to roare and the earth about to quake.There was a time three yeers 
before my commingto that City, when the inhabitants expefted nothing but utter 
ruineand deftru&ion, and durftnot abide within their houlesforninedayes( the earth¬ 
quakes continuing and increafing more and more)but made bowers and arbours in the 
Market place,placing there their Idoll Saints and Images,efpecially St.Se&*jfa»»,whom 
they hoped would deliver them from that judgement, and for this purpole they dayly 
carried him through the ftreets in lolemn andidolatrous proceflion and adoration.But 
all the while I lived there the noife within the mountaine, the fmoake and flafhes of fire 
without, and the Summer earth-quakes were luch that with the ufe and cuftome of 
them I never feared any thing,but thought that City the healchieft and plealanteft place 
of dwelling thatever I came into in all my travels. The climate is very temperate,farre 
exceeding either Mexico or Guaxaca, Neither are the two fore-named Cities better 
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ftored with fruit?, herbes for falets, provilion offilb,and flelh,Beef, Mutton,VeaIe,Kid, 
Fowles,Turkies,R.abbecs, Quailes, Partridges, Phealants, and o C Indian and Spanish 
Wheat, then ischisCicy: from the South Sea (which lyetbTnfomeplaces not above 
twelve leagues from it) and from the Rivers of the South Sea Coafl, and from the 
frelhLake of Amatitlan and Petapa^and from another Lake lying three or foure leagues 
from ChitnaltmangOy it is well and plentifully provided for of filh. But for Beef there is 
fuch plenty, that it exceeds ail parts of America ^without exception, as may be known 
by the Hydes, which are fentyeerly to Spain from the country of Guatemala , where 
they commonly kill their Cattell, more for the gaineof their Hydes in Spain , then 
for the goodnefteor fatneffe of theflefh, which though it bee not to bee compared 
to our E nglijb Beef, yet it is good mans meat, and Co cheap, that in my time it was 
commonly iold at thirteene pound and ahalfefor halfaRiall, the leaft coyne there, 
and as much as three pence here. Though all about this Country there are very great 
and fpatiousF.ftancia’s, or Fames for breeding onely, even neer to the Golfo Dulc - y 
where the (hips ride that come from Spain, yet from Comajagua^ St. Salvador and Ni- 
caragua 9 is Guatemala ftored; But above all are the great Eftancia’s in the South Sea 
CoallorMarlh, whereinmy time there was a Grazier that reckoned up going in his 
owne Etlancia and ground, forty thoufand heads of Eeafts, fmall and great, befides 
many which are called there Simarrones, or wild Cattell,which were ftrayed among 
the W oods and Mountaines, and could not bee gathered in with the reft, but were 
hunted by the Blackmores like wild Bores, and daily {hot to death, leaft they (hould 
too much increafeand doe hurt. My felfe chanced to bee prefent at the Fair of the 
Town of Petapa , with a friend named Lope de Chaves, (who was as they call there, 
Obligado, or charged to provide fleftifor lix or feven Townes thereabouts) who at 
one bargain, and of one man, bought lix thoufand head of Cattell, great and fmall, 
paying one with another eighteen Rials,or nine Englifh (hillings a head. 

The manner and cuftome of Guatemala for the better providing both Beef and Mutton 
for it, and the Country Townes about, isthis. Ninedaies before Michaelmas, every 
day Proclamation is made about the City for an Obligado, or one that will bee 
bound to the City and Country for competent provilion of Flelh meat upon forfei¬ 
ture of fuch a fumme of money to his Majefty, if heefaile, as (hall bee agreed up¬ 
on between him and the Court, and to the Inhabitants of the City; if hee Fail in beef, 
heeis to allow in Mutton io many pounds at the fame rate as hee Ihould have allow¬ 
ed beef. If the Obligado faile in Mutton, hee is to allow in Fowle flelh, fbmany 
pounds and at the fame rate as hee was to allow the Mutton; and this with con- 
lideration ofthefamily, what competent allowance of flelh meat lhall bee judged fora 
day, orthedayes that the Obligado lhall fail. Befides this the Proclamation is made 
for whom offers moft to his Majefty for one yeers Obligation.So that fbmetimes it hap- 
peneth that theeight daies feverall men come into the Court,offering more and more, 
till upon the ninth day and laft Proclamation, the Office isfetled for one yeere upon 
him that hath offered moft unto his Majefty. Thus many Butchers are not allowed 
but one onely Obi igado,who alfo is abridged to fo many pound for fo much mony,lo 
thatif any other befiides him offer to kill or fell, he may follow an aft ion and the Court 
againfthim: Thus theObIigado(who commonly is a monied man J buyeth by the 
hundred or by the thoufand, as for the prefent hee findeth the expence of the City, 
without hee bee himfelf fuch a Grazier, as hath Cattell enough of his owne. Though 
Mutton bee not fo plentifull as is Beefyyet there never wants from the Valley of Mix- 
co, Pinota, Petapa , and Amatitlan^nd the Marjb and other places. In the Valley fore- 
named I lived, and was well acquainted with one Alonfo Capata 3 who had conftantly 
going in the Valley four thouland Iheep. Guatemala therefore is'fo well ftored with 
good provilion, plenlifulland h eap, that it is hardtofinde in it a begger, for with 
halfe a Riall the pooreft may buy beef fora weeke, and with a few Cacao’s they may 
have bread of Indian Maiz, if not of Spanifb Wheat. This City may confift of about 
five thoufand families, befides a Suburb of Indians called el Barrio de Sto. Domingo , 
where may bee two hundred families more. The bell part of the City is that which 
joyneth to this Suburb of Indians , and is called alfo el Barrio SantodeDomingo, by rea- 
fon ofthe Cloifter of Saint Dominick ^which ftandethin it. Here are the richeft and 
bell (hops of the City, with the bed buildings, moftofthf houfes being new, and 
ately. Here is alfd a dayly Tianguez (as they call it) or petty Market, where fome 
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Indians all the day fit felling fruits, He; bs, and Cacao, but at the foure in the after- 
noone this Market is filled for a matter of an houre, where the Indian women meetto 
fell their Country flap, (which is dainties to the Criolians) as Atolle, Pinole, fcalded 
Planting, butter of the Cacao, puddings made of Indian Maiz, with a bit of Fowle 
or frelh Porke in them leafomd with much red biting Chile, which they call Anaca- 
tamales. Thetradingof the City is great, for by Mules it partakes of the beft commo¬ 
dities of Mexico,guaxaca and Cbiapa, and Southward of Nicaragua,andCcftanea. By 
Seait hath commerce with Peru, by two Sea Ports and Havens, the one called la Villa 
de la Trinidad, the Village of the Trinity, which lyeth Southward from it five and 
twenty leamres-and by another called el ZWej^which lyeth five or fix and forty leagues 
from it. It hath traffique with Spain by the North Sea from Gelfo duke, lying three- 
fcore leagues from it. It is not fo rich as other Cities, yet for the quantity of it, it 
yeelds to none. There were in my time five (befides many other Merchants who were 
judged worth twenty thoufand Duckats, thirty thoufand, fifty thoufand, fomefew 
a hundred thoufand ) who were judged of equall wealth, and generally reported to 
bee worth each of them five hundred thoufand Duckats; the firft was Thomas de Silie- 
zer, aBifcain born, and Alcalde de Corte , the Kings High Juftice, or chief Officer at 
Court - thefecondwas Antonio lufiiniano, a Genovois born, and one that bore often 
Offices in the City, and had many Tenements and houfes, efpecially a great andjrich 
Farme for corn and Wheat in the Valiev of Mexico. The third was Pedro de Lin»,born 
in Cafiilia , the fourth and fifth, Antonio Fernandez, and Bartolome Nunnez, both Port'm- 
gals, whereof the firft in my time departed from Guatemala for fome reafons which 
here 1 muftconceale. The other foure Heft there, the threeof them living'at that 
end oftheCity called Barriode Santo ‘Domingo, ortheftreet of St. Dominick^, whole 
houfes and prefence makes that ftreet excell all the reft of the City, and their wealth 
and trading were enough to denominate Guatemala a very rich City. The Govern¬ 
ment ofall the Country about, and ofa'l Honduras,Soconufco, Comayagua, Nicaragua, 
Cojia Rica, Vera Paz, Cucbxtepeques, and Cbiapa, is fubordinate unto the Chancery 
of Cuatemala ; for although every Governcur over thefe feveralf Provinces is ap¬ 
pointed by the King and Counceil of Spain , yet when they come to thole 
parts to the enjoyment of their charge and execution office, then their aftions, if 
unjuft, are weighed, judged, cenfured, and condemned by the Court refiding in 
the City. This Court of Chancery confifteth of a Prefident, fix Judges, one Kings 
Attourney, and two chief Jufticcs of Court. The Prefident, though hee have not 
the name and title of Viceroy, as they of Mexico and Peru, yet his power is as great 
and abfolute as theirs. His Penfion from the King is but twelve thoufands Duckats 
a yeer 5 but befides this, if he be covetous, hee makes by bribes and trading twice as 
much more, nay what ihee lift, as was feen in the Count de la Gsmera , Prefident of that 
City and Chancery for the fpace of fourteen yeers, who departed in old age from 
Guatemala ter Canaria (where was his houle and place of birth) worth Millions of 
Duckats. After him liicceeded Dm Juan de Guzman, formerly Prefident of Santo 
Domingo, who iofinghis Wife and Lady in the way ,Ioftalfo his former fpirit and cou- 
rage,betaking himlelfe wholly to his devotions, contemning wealth and riches, go¬ 
verning withlove and mildnefie, which made the reft of the Judges,who were all foF 
lucre, foone weary him out of his office, continuing in it but five yeers. His fucceP 
lor (whoml left there when I came away) was Don Gonfalode Paz y Lorencana, who 
was promoted from the Prefidencyof Panama to that place, and came into it with 
fuch a fpirit of covetoufnefleas the like bad not been feen in any former Prefident. 
Hee forbad all gaming in private houfes in the City,which there is much ufed(though 
by women not lb much as in Mexico ) not for that hee hated it, but becaufe hee en¬ 
vied others, what they got and gained by their Cards, drawing to himfelfe thereby 
all thatgaine,fpendingfometmiesinone night foure and twenty paire of Cards, ap¬ 
pointing a Page to afilit at the Tables, and to feethebox well paid for everypaire of 
Cards, whicbfor his, and his Court refped, was feldome lefie then a crown or two 
for every paire. Thus did hee lick up with his Cards moft ofthe gamefters gaines, and 
would grudge and pick quarrels with fuch rich men whom hee knew to a fifed ga¬ 
ming, if they frequented not his Court at night time for that bewitching Recrea¬ 
tion. . 

The Penfion which the King alloweth to every Judge of Chancery is foure thoufand 
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duckats yeerly,and three thoufand to his Attorney,alI which is paid out of the Kings 
Exchequer abiding in that City. Yet what befides they get by bribes, and trading is 
fo much, that 1 have heard a fudge himl'elfe Don Luis de. las Infantas fay,that though 
a Judges place at Mexico and Lima be more honourable, yet none more profitable then 
Guatemala In my time were fuch caufes at Chancery tried, as had never been,ofmur- 
thers, robberies, and oppreflions, and whereas it was expe&ed the offendants fome 
ihould be hanged, fome baniflied, fome imprifoned,fome by fines impoveiidled, bribes 
took all offjo that 1 never knew one hanged in that City for the fpace of above eight 
yeers.The Churches though they benotfo fair and richasthofeofi3/exzc0,yet they are 
for that place wealthy enough.There is but one Parilh Church and aCathedrall which 
nandeth in theehiefe Market-place. All the other Churches belong to Cloidersj which 
a rM Francifoans, Mercenarians, Auguftines, andjefuites, and two 

or Nuns, called the Conception and St. Catbarine.The Dominicans,Francifcans,and 
Mercenarians are dately Gloiders,containing neer a hundred Friers a piece; but above 
all is the Cloider where I lived,of the Dominicans,to which is joynedin a great Walk 
before the Church the Univerfitieofthe City.Theyeerly revenues which come into this 
Cloider, what from the Indian Towns belonging to it, what from a water-mill, what 
from a farme for corne, what from an Eftancia, or farme for Horfes and Mules, what 
from an Ingcnio, or farme of Sugar,what from a Mine of filver given unto it the y eer 
1033. are judged to be f exceptingall charges) at lead thirty thoufand duckatS; 
wherewith thofe fat Friers fead themfelves, and have to fpare to build , and enrich 
their Chnrch and Altars. Befides much treafarebelonging to it, there are two things 
in it, which the Spaniards in merriment would often tell me that the Eng’ijb nation 
did much inquire after, when they tooke any (hip of theirs at fea, and that they feared 
I was come to fpie them, which were a Lampeof filver hanging before the high Al¬ 
tar, fo big as required th dre ngth of three men to hale it up with a rope; but the o- 
ther is of more value; which is a pifture of the Virgin Mary of pure filver, and of 
the dature of a reafonable tall woman, which dandeth in a Tabernacle made on pur- 
pofe ina Chappelof theRofary with at lead a dozen lampes of filver alfo burning be¬ 
fore it. A hundred thoufand duckats might foone be made up of the treafure belon¬ 
ging to that Church andcloider. Within the walls of the Cloider there is nothing 
wanting which may further pleafure and recreation. In the lower Cloifter there is a 
fpatious garden, in the midd whereof is a fountains cading up the water, and fpou- 
tingitoutof at lead a dozen pipes, which fill two ponds full of filhes, and with this 
their condant running give muficke to the whole Cloider, and encouragement to ma¬ 
ny water-fowles and Ducks to bath and wadi themfelves therein. Yet further within 
theCloider, there areother two gardens for fruits and herbage, and in the one a pond 
of a quarter of a mile long, all paved at thcbottom,and a low done wall about, where 
is a boat for the Friers recreation, who often goe thither tofilh, and doe fometimes 
upon a fuddaine wane oroccafion take out from thence as much fi(b as will give to the 
wholeCloidera dinner. The other Cloiders of the City are alfo rich; but next to 
the Dominicans is the Cloider of Nuns, called the Conception,in which at my time 
there were judged to live a thoufand women, notall Nuns, butNuns,and their fer- 
ving maids or flaves, and yong children which were brought up and taught to worke 
by t he Nuns. The Nuns that are profeffed bring with them their portions, five hundred 
duckats thdead,fome fix hundred,fome (even, and fome a thoufand, which portions 
afterafewyeers(and continuing to the Cloider after the Nuns deceafe)come to make 
up a great yeerly rent. They that will have maids within to wait on them may , brin¬ 
ging the bigger portion, or allowing yeerly for their fervants diet. In this Cloider li- 
l £. Juana ae Maldonado Judge Juan Maldonado d* P*z his daughter,whom 

- the Bilhopfo much converted withall. She was very fair and beautifull,and not much 
above twenty yeers of age, and yet his love blinding him , he drove what he could 
in my time againd all the ancient Nuns and Sider$,to make her Supsriour and Abbeffe, 
and caufed iuch a mutiny and drife in that Cloider, which was very teandalous to the 
whole City, and mademany rich Merchants and Gentlemen run to the Cloider with 
their fwords drawne,threatning to breake in amongd the Nuns todefend their daugh¬ 
ters againd the powerfull fattion which the Bilhop had wrought for Donna Juana de 
Maldonado: which they had performed if the Prefident Von Juan de Guzman had 
not fent Juan Maldonado dt Paz^ the yong Nuns father,to intreat her to defift in regard 
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of herjong age from her ambitious thoughts of being Abbeffe. With this the mutiny 
both within and without ceafed,the Bilhop got but lhaine,and his yong Siftercontinu • 
ed as before under command and obedience, to a more religious, grave, and aged Nun 
then her felle. ThisDcnna Juana de Maldonado y Paz was the wonder of all that 
Clbifter,yca of all the City tor her excellent voice, and skill in muficke, and in carri¬ 
age, and education yeelded to none abroad nor within ; fhe was witty, w ellfpoken 
and above ail a Calliope, or Mule for ingenious andfuddain verfes; which the Bifhop 
faid, fo much moved'him to delight in hercompany and converfation. Her father 
thought nothing too good, nor too much for her; and therefore having no other 
children, he daily conferred upon her riches, as might belt befcem a Nun,as rich and 
coftly Cabinets faced with gold and lilvcr, pictures and Idols for her chamber with 
crownes and jewels to adorne them ; which with other prefents from the Bilhop ( who 
dying in my time lefc not wherewith to pay hi* debts, tor that as the report went he 
had Ipent himlelfe and given all unto this Nun) made this Donna Juand de Maldona¬ 
do fo rich and ftately, that at her owne charges fhee built for herfelfe a new quarter 
within the Cloifter with roomcs and galleries, and a private garden-walke, and kept 
at worke and to wait on her halfe a dozen Blackmon maids; but above all Ihe placed 
her delight in a private Chappel or Clolet to pray in,being hung with rich hangings 
and round aboucit coftly !amina’s( as they call them ) or piaures painted upon bralTe 
fet in blacke Ebony frames with corners of gold, fome of filver brought to her from 
Rome', her Altar was accordingly decked with Jewels, Candlefticks, Crownes,Lamps 
and covered with a Canopie embroidered with gold; in her Clofetlhehad her fmal[ 
organ, and many forts of muficall inftrumenjs, whereupon fhe played fometimes by 
herfeite, fometimes with her belt friends of the Nuns; and here Specially fhe enter¬ 
tained with muficke her beloved the Bilhop. Her Chappel or place of devotion was 
credibly reported about the City to be worth at leaft fix thouland, which was enough 
for a Nun that had vowed chaftity, po’verty, and obedience. But all this after her de- 
ceale Ihe was to leave to the CIoifter ; and doubtielfe with this State,and riches fhe would 
win more and more the hearts of the common fort of Nuns,till Ihe had made a ftrong 
party, which by this may have made her Abbefle. Thus is ambition and defire of com¬ 
mand and power crept into the wallsot Nunneries,likethe abominations in the wall of 
Ezekiel, and hath poffefled the hearts of Nans, which fhould be humble, poore, and 
mortified Virgins. 

But befides this one Nun, there are many more, and alfo Friers, who are very rich, 
font the City be rich (as is this) and great trading in it, they will be fure to have a 
lhare. Great plenty and wealth hath made the inhabitants as proud and vicious,as are 
tho cof Mexico. Hereisnotonely Idolatry,but Fornication and uncleannefTe as 
publike as jn any place of the India’r. The Mulattos , Black-mores , Mecca's , Indi¬ 
ans, and all common fort of people are much made on by the greater and richer fort 
ana goe as gallantly apparrelledasdoethofeof Mexico, fearing neither a Vulcan or 
mountaine of water on the one fide,which they confelfe hath once powred out a flood 
and river executing Gods wrath againft fin there committed; neither a a Vulcan of fire, 
or mouth of h e]l °nthe other fide,roaring within and threatning to raine upon them 
Sodoms ruine and deflation; neither the weaknefs of their habitationdying wide open 
on every fide, without walls, or workes, orbulwarkes, to defend thetmor without 
guns, drakes, bullets,or any Ammunition to fcare away an approaching enemy,who 
may fafely come and without, refinance upon them who live as profefled enemies 
of JefusChnft. This IS the City of St. James or Santiago de Guatemala, the head of 
a vafte and ample Dominion, which extendeth it felfe nine hundred miles to Ntcoya 

u 1 a ac So, J th - war d;threehundred miles to Chiapa and Zoques North-ward; 
a hundred and fourefcore miles to the furtherparts of Vera Paz, and the Golfo duke 
ward and t0 the South -^a twenty ° r thirty, in fome places fourty miles Weft- 

From T ezoantepeque ( which is no harbour for any great Ihips ) which flandeth from 
Guatemala at leaft toure hundred miles, there is landing place for fhips neerer to this 
City then 1S the viUage^ la Trinidad, or of the Trinity. The chiefe commodities 
which fi on1 along thatcoaft are brought to Guatemala, are from the Provinces of Sou- 
nuzco and buebutepeques, which are extreame hot, and fubjeft to thunder and light¬ 
ning, wneregroweth fcarce any remarkeable commodity, faveonly Cacao, Acbiotte, 
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tJHecbafuchil, Bainillas and other drugs for Choeolatte, except it be fome Indigo and 
Cac&ini/about Sr. ^tffonio,which isthechiefeandhead Town of all the Suchutepeques. 

But all the coail neer joyning to Guatema!a y efpccialliy about a Towne called Izquinta y 
or IzquinUpeque twelve leagues from Guatemala^ is abfolutely the richeft part of the 
Dominion of this City ; for there is made the greateft part of the Indigo which isfent 
from Honduras to Spaing befides the mighty farmes of Cartel which are all along thal 
marfh.Though the living there be profitable and the Ibile rich, yet it is uncomfortable 
by reafon of the great heat, thundrings and lightnings, efpecially from May. to Mi - 
cbaelmas. I f Guatemala be ftrong (though not in weapons or Ammunition ) in peo¬ 
ple, itis ftrong from hence from a defperate fort of Tlack^mores^ who are flaves in thole 
Eftancia’s and farms of Indigo. Though they have no weapons but a Machette,which 
is a fhort Tuck, or lances to run at the wild Cattel, yet with thefe they are fo defperate, 
that the City of Guatemala hath often been afraid of them, and the Matters of their 
owne flaves and fervants. Some of themfeare not to encounter a Bull though wild 
and mad,and to graple in the rivers (which are many there ) with Crocodiles, Or 
Lagarto’s, as there they call them, till they have overmaftered them,and brought them 
out to land from the water. 

This hot,but rich Country runnes on by the Sea fide Unto the Village ofthe Trinity* 
which (though fomewhatdangerous) yet is a haven for (hips from Panama , Peru, 
and Mexico • It ferves to enrich Mexico, but hot to ftrengthen it, for it hath neither 
Fort,nor Bulwarke, nor Caftle,»or any Ammunition to defend it felfe. Between this 
Village and the other Haven called Realejo , there is a great Creek from the Sea; where 
fmall veflels doe ufetocomein forfrelh water and Vidualsto St.Migue/zTowne of 
Spaniards and Indians , from whence thole that cravaile to Realejo paffe over in leffe 
then a day to a Town of Indians called La Vieja, two miles from Realejo, whither the 
journey by land from St. Miguelis of at leatt three daies. But neither this Creeke or 
Arme of the Sea is fortified(which mightbe done with one or two peeces of Ordnance 
atmoft placed at the mouth of the Teas entrance ) neither is the Realejo ftrong with a- v 
ny Ammunition, no nor with people, for it confifts not of above two hundred fami¬ 
lies, and moft of them are Indians aud Mexico's, a people of nocourage,and very un¬ 
fit to defend luch anopenpaflage to Guatemala and Nicaragua, which here begins and 
continues in lmall and petty Indian Townes unto Leon and Granada. 

Onthe North fide of Gaatew^IlhallnotBeedtoaddetowhat hath been faid of 
Suchutepeques and Soconuzco y a.nd my journy that way from Mexico and €biapa. The .. 
chiefe fide of Guatemalahthiton the Eaft, which points out the way to the Golfe, or 
Golfo dulce y or as others call it St. Thomas dt Cafiilia. This way is more beaten by Mules 
and Travellers, then that on the North fide, for that Mexico ftandeth three hundred 
leagues from this Cicy, and the Golfe but threefcore, and no fuch pafiages as are in 
fome places in the Rode to Mexico. Befides the great trading, commerce, and traf- 
fique, which this City injoyeth by that Golfe from Spaine , hath made that rode exceed 
all the reft. In July or at furtheft in the beginning of Augttft come into that Golfe 
three ftiips,or two,and frigate^nd unlade what they have brought from Spain in Bodl- 
ga’s or great Lodges,built on purpofe to keep dry and from the weather the commodi¬ 
ties. They prefently make haft to lade againe from Guatemala thole Merchants commo¬ 
dities of returne, which peradventure havelien waiting for them in the Bodegds two 
or three moneths before the (hips arrivall. So chat thele three moneths of July, 
Augufl and September, there is lure to be found a, great treafure. And O the fimplicicy 
or lecurity of the Spaniards , who appoint no other watdi over thefe their riches, lave 
only one or two Indians and as many Mulatto's , who commonly are fuch as have for 
their mifdeamours been condemned to livein that old and ruinatedCaftJe of S.Thomas 
de CafliliA True it is,above it there is a little and ragged Town of Indians, called S.Pe- 
dro , confifting of fome thirty families, who by reafon of the exceeding heat, and un- 
healthinefle of theair,arealwaiesfickly and fcarce able to ftandupori their legs. But 
the weakened of this Golfe within might well bee remedied and fupplyed at the —*■ 
mouth of the lea, or entrance into it by one or two at the moft good peeices of Ord¬ 
nance placed there. For the entrance into this Golfe is but as tine fhould come in at 
the doore of fome great Palace, where although the dore and entrance be narrow, the 
houle within is wide and capacious. Such is this Golfe, whofe entrance is ftraitned 
with two rocks or moantaines on each fide (which would well become tv/o great Pee- 
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_.s, and fo fcorne a whole fleet, and lecure a Kingdome or Guatemala , nay moft of all 
America') but here being no watch nordefence,the (hips come freely and fafely in ( aj 
have done feme both Englijb and Holland Ihips ) and being entred find a rode and har¬ 
bour fo wide and capacious as may well fecure a thoufand (hips there riding at anchor" 
withoutany thought of feare from Fedro, or Santo Thomas de Caftilia. I have of¬ 
ten heard the Spaniards )ear and laugh at theE ngltjh and Hollanders, for that they ha¬ 
ving come into this Golfe, have gone away without attempting any thing further ud" 
on the land. Nay while I lived there, the Hollanders let upon TmxiOo the head Port of 
Comayagua and Honduras , and tooke it (though there were forne refinance ) the people 
for the moft part flying to the woods, truftiog more to their feet then to their hands 
and weapons) fuch cowards is all that Countrey full of) and whilft they might have 
fortified ihemfelves thereand gone into the Countrey,or fortifying that have come on 
to the Golfe ( all Guatemala fearing it much and not being able to refift them) thev 
UftTrt/xiDo contentingthemfelves with a fmall pillage, and gave occafion to the Sta 
niards to re joyce and to make proceffions of thankfgiving for their fafe deliverance out 
of their enemies hands. 

The way from this Golfe to Guatemala is not fo bad as fonie report and conceive, e- 
lpecially after Michaelmas untill Ma h when the winterand rain is paftand gone, and 
the winds begin to dry up the waies. For in the worft of the yeer Mules laden with 
four hundred waight at lead goe cafily thorow the fteep e ft,deepeft 5 and moft dangerous 
palfages of the mountaines that lie about this Golfe. And though the waies Ire at 

tfc Tl A ft yee A d (T yet l arc f ° With thc MuIe vnd fo wide and open, 

that one bad ftepand paflage may be avoided for a better* and the worft of this way 
fj nt,nl { e s but fifteen leagues, there being Rancho’s, or Lodges in the way, Cattel and 
Mules alfo among the woods and mountaines, for reliefe and comfort to a weary Tra¬ 
veller. What the Spaniards moft fcare untill they come out of thefe mountains, are 
fome two or three hundred Blac^morej^imarrones, who for too much hardufage have 
therS fro ™ G «^ w ^ and ot her parts from their Mafters unto thefe woods 8 , ’ and 
B ^ UP <= h > Idrenand cncrcafedaily. To that all the power of a- 

l 1? a r OUt ( havin g° ften atte tnpted it) is noV ableto bring 

of Mnli fnH fj 0n ; T w e ° i Cn C ° m f °? l ° thcrode fet «P° n the Requal 

thev M need whhof ^ I L° n * d ° th,ng and weapons from them as much as 
they need, without doing any harme unto the people, or flaves that goe with the 
“ -V buc ia . ther thefe rejoyce with them,beingof one colour,and fubfeft to flavery 
“"t” bywhofe ““"Pt'^ciicoumgematt 
hSm ° ffth " r with them co enjoy libtmc/houah 

‘"‘h'wood. and mountain:.. Their weapons are bowes and arrows which 
they ufe and carry about them, onely to defend themfelves, if the Sfmiard, fet noon 
mwof fc h cyu6 ‘c™”,. 0 ' a S ain# ' h ' .who traveilquletlv and »i« them 

teen leagues the way is better, ai?d therearelittleTowro and vilfegesof/ndiaat^who 

T ai>dt>eill> ‘ • FiftKn it 3 PCM Town nf 

rZZrT Tif fl * ftandlH g u P° n a r,vcr ) Which for filh is held the beft all that 
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mountaines, but could never prevail, f° fe rfw from the 
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About Acacabajllan , there are: many Tftancia’s of Cattdi and Mules, mu<*€a&o, 
Ach.otte, and drugs for Chocolatte j There istalf* Apothecary drugs, as Z w&LtdL 
and CannajtfHla, andinthe Town-as much variety of fruits and gardens, as in any 
Indian fown,in the Country 5 But above all Acacabajllan ,is farre known, 'and 
much efteemed of in the Cny of Guatemala, for excellent Muskmillians, fomefmali, 
fome bigger then amans head 5 wherewith the Indians load'their mules and carrv 
them to fell all over the Country. From hence to Guatemala , there are but 
thirty fliortleagues, and thoughTome hillstherebe, afcemsafi’ddefcent,yetnothinP 
troubiefome to man or beaft. Ambng thefe Mountaines there 'have becne difcovereS 
fome mtnerof metall, which the. Spaniards tow begun to digge, and finding thaC 
they have beenTome of Copper, and fome of iron, they have let them albire judke- 
!ng them more chargeable then profitable. But greater profit have the Spaniards loft 
then of iron and copper, forcing the poor e Indians too'hardly , andrhifin this 
Way, from AcacaBafilan to Guatemala^ efpecially/about a'dace called, ilAotii'Cdl-mtt 
the hot water, where is aRner,out of whi'chiinfome places formerly the Indians found 
fuch ftore ofgold, that they W erb charged by the ;Spaniards with i yeerly tribute 6f 
goJd But the Spaniards being like Valdivia in too greedy after it, murthering 
the Indians for not difcovering unto them whereabout thfefreafcre lay,haVe loft both 
trea&re and Indians alfo Yet anto-this day Tearch is made about the Moonfaines, 

the River,and the lands for thehidden treafure, which peradvt'nture by Gods order 
and appointment, doth and ftiallliehkJe, and kept fora people better fcribwfofe and 
honouring them God. At this place called elAgua Chliente , or the hot Water, fiVeth 
a Blackmore in an Eitancia of his own^who is held to be very rich,and gives good enter- 
tainemenc to the Travellers that paftethat wa^he is rich in Cattefl,Sheep, andGoatef, 
and from his Farm ftores Guatemala and the people thereabout With the beft Cheefe of 
aH that Country. But his riches are thought not fo much to increafe From his Farm 
and cheefes, but fromthis hidden treafure, which credibly is feporttd to be IcnoWn 

unto him. He hath heen iv. ____r ... > • , 


7 - -- iicv.ug uecn a uavei, nee oougnt hi's tr-edome with great 

fiirnmes of money, andfince heehath been free, hath bought that farm and much 
land lying to it, and hath exceedingly inensfed Ms ftofck . To which hee anftvereth, 
that when hce was young andalkve, hee had a gbod Mailer, Who Jet him get for 
hlmlelf what hee could, and that hee playing the good hiisbihd, gathered aS hifich 
as would buy his liberty, and at firfU little htrtife tb live in, to the which God Hath 
hnce given a blefling with a greater increafe of flock. From this hot Water three 
or foure leagues, there is another Rivfer called tfiodela* or the Rivefo fCtptt 
where are a company of poore and country people moft of them Meftizo’s, and Mu¬ 
lattos, who live in thatched houfes, with forhefniall flock of Cattell, fpending their 
time alfo in fearchirlg for fahds of Gold, hoping that one day by their diligent 
ftarch they and their children, and all their Country (hall befcihriched, and t hat 
Ri° de las Vaccas, (hall parallel P attains, and fift-re up the wits of Poets to (beak of it as 
much as ever they have fppke of that. From this River isprefently difeovered the 
plea anteft valley in all that Country, (where my felfe did Iiveatleaft five yeefstalled 
the /alley of Mixeo, and Pinola, lying fix leagued from Guatemala, being fifteen miles 
in length, and ten or twelve in breadth; Out of the ihelofures this Valley is ftored With 
lheep; the ground inclofed is divided into many Farmes, whcregroWeth better wheat 
then any in the Country of Mexico. Fromthis Valley the city is well provided of 
w heat, and Bisket is made for the (hips that come every yeere unto the Golf. It is 
called the Valley ofMixco, and PimU from two Townes of Indians, fo callecLftanding 
oppohte the one to the other ori eachfide of the Valley, Piwla, on the left fide from ft w 
de las faccas } and Mixes on the right.Here do live many rich Farmers,but yet Country 
and clowmlh people, who know more ctf breaking clods of earth, then of managing 
Amies offenfive or defenhve. But among them I mail not forget one friend of mine, 
called Palomqne, whom I (hould have more efteemed of thehTdidif 1 could h ive 

prevailed with him to have made him live more like a man then a beaft, more like a free 
mam hen a bond Have tohis gold and filver. Thisman had in my time three hundred 
lulty mules trained upinthe way of the Golf, which hee divided into fix Re^UaV, of 
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lived in himfelfe was buc a poore thatched houfejWherein he tooke more delight to live 
then in other houfes which he had in Guatemala ? fot there heg lived like a wilde 


Simmon among his Haves and Black^mores, whereas in the City he fhould have lived 
civilly 5 there he lived with milke, curds, and blacke, hard and mtu’dy bister, 


wonttocary to the Golfe for their prov'tfion by theway, whereas if he had lived in 


the City, he muft have eat for his credit what others of worth did eat. But themifer 
knew well, which was the belt way to fave, and fo chofe a field for a City , a cottage 
forahoufe, company of Simarrones and 'Black-mores for Citizens, and yet be was 
thought to be worth fix hundred thoufandduckats. Hewastheurrdoerof all others 
whodealed withMules forbringingand carryingcommodities to the Golfe for the 
Merchants; for he having iufty Mules, lofty flaves, would fet the price or rate for the 
hundred weight fo, as he might get, but others at that rate hiring Indians and fervants 
togoewith their Mules, mightlofe. He wasfocrtiell to his r Blach y -tvcres i that if 
any were untoward, he would torment them almoft to death; amongh whom he had 
one (lave called MacacoQ for whom I have often interceded, but to little purpofe)whom 


he would often hangup by the armes, and whip him till the blood tan about his back, 
and then his flefh being torne, mangled, and all in a goar blood, he would for laft cure 
powre boy ling greafe upon it; he had marked him for a flave with burning irons upon 
hisface, his hands, his armes, his back, his belly, his thighes, his legs, that the 
poor flave was weary of life,and I thinke would two or three times have hanged him- 
(elfe, if I had not counfelled him to the contrary. He was fo fenfuall and carnall 
thathewouldufehisownflaveswivesat hispleafure; nay when he met in the Citya- 
ny of that kind handfome and to his liking, if fhe would not yeeld to his delire, he 
wouldgoe to her matter or mittreffe,and buy her,offering far more then fhe was worth, 
boafting that he would pull downehei proud and haughty lookes, with oneyeers fla- 
very under him. He killed in my time two Iw^iaH/in theway to theGolfe, and with 
his mony came off, as if he had killed but a dog. He would never marry, becaufe his 
flaves fupplyed the bed of a wife, and none of his neighbours durft fay him nay 5 
whereby he hatted to fill that valley with baftards of all forts and colours, by whom, 
when that rich mifer dieth,all his wealth and treafure islike to beconfumed. 

Befides the two Townes which denominate this valley, there ttandeth at the Eaft 
end of it clofe by the Rio de lot Face as an Ermitage, called Nojira Sennora del Carmel , 
or our Lady of Carmel , which is the Parifh Church to all thop feverall farmes of Spa- 
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be between fourty and fifty Spanijh farmes or houfes belonging to the Ermitage, and 


Uttds.Mixco is a town of three hundred families,but in it nothing confiderable,btit the 
riches belonging unto the two forenamed Sodalities,and fome rich Indians,w ho have 
learned of the Spaniards to break clods of earth,and to fow wheat,and to traffique with 
Mules unto theGolfe. Befides what fowles and great ttore of Turkeys which in this 
Towne are bred, there is a conftantflaughter houfe, where meat is fold to ihe Indians 
Yvithin, and to the farms* without, andprovifion is made for all the Requa’s and 


flaves that go to the Golfe with their matters Mules. Befides the fix Requa’s before na¬ 
med of Juan Palomequt, there are in this valley four brothers, named DonGafpar, 


Von Diego, Don Thomas, Don Juan de Colindres, who have each of thema Requa of 
threefcore Mules (though few flaves, andoncly hired Indians to goe with them ) to 
traffique to theGolfe, and overall the Country as far as Mexico lometimes. Yet be¬ 
fides thefe there are fome fix more Requa’s belonging to other farms,which with thofe 


containe above a thoufand Mules, which only from this valley are imployed to all 
parts of the Country by the rich Merchants of Guatemala. But to returne againe to 
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as in the Town it felf there is no other commodity,except it be a kind of earth,where- 
of are made rare and excellent pots for water, pans, pipkins, platters, dlfties, cha* 
fing-dilhes, warming-pans, wherei n thofe Indians Ihew much wit, and paint them 
with red, white, and feverall mingled colours, and fell them to Guatemala, and the 
Towns about,which fome Criolian women will eat by full mouth fulls,endangering 
their health and lives, fo that by this earthly ware they may looke white and pale. 
The Towne of ‘ Pinpla in bigneffe is much like unto Mixco, but a far pleafanter Town* 
more healthy and better feated, handing upon a plain, whereas Mixco hands on the 
tideon a hill, which carrieth the Travellers quite out of the fight of the valley. In Pi- 
mla there is alfo a (laughter houfe, where beef is dayly fold, there is plenty of fowles 
Fruits, Maiz, Wheat, f though not altogether fo bright as that of Mixcojhony and 
the beh water thereabouts 5 it is called in the Indian tongue Panac,( fome fay ) from a 
fruit of that name which is very abundant there. On the North and South fide of 
this valley are hiis, which are molt Town,with wheat, which proveth better there then 
in the low valley. At the Weft end of it, ftand two greaterjTownes then Mixco and 
Pinola, named Petapa, and Amatitlan, to the which there are in the midftof the val¬ 
ley fome defcents and afcents, which they call Earanca’s or bottomes, whereareplea- 
fant ftreames and fountaines,and good feeding for Iheep, and Cattel. 

Petapa is a Towneof at leaft five hundred inhabitants very rich, who fuffer alfo 
fome Spaniards to dwell amorigft them, from whom alfo thofe Indians have learned to 
live and thrive in the world. This Towneis the paflage fro mComajagua, St. Salvador 
Nicaragua, andCop Rica, and hath got great wealth by the conftant goers and 
comers. It is efteemed one of the pleafanteft Townes belonging unto Guatemala, for 
a great Lake of fre(h water neer unto it, which is full of fifh, efpecially crabs, and a 
fi(h called, Moj a rra,which is much like unto a mullet (though not altogether fo big } 
and eateth like it. In this Towne there is a certaine number of Indians appointed 
whoare to fi(h for the City, andon Wednefdayes, Fridayes , and Saturdayes are 
bound to carry fuch a quantity to Guatemala, of Crabs and Mojarra’s, astheCorre- 
gidor and Regidores,Major and Aldermen ( who are butcight) (hall command week¬ 
ly to be brought. 

This Towne Petapa is fo called from two Indian words, Petap, which fignifieth a 
Mat, and ba, which hgnifieth water, and a Mat being the chiefe part of an Indians 
bed, it is as much as to fay a bed of water, from thefmoothnefle,plainneffe,and calm- 
nefle of the water of the Lake. There liveth in it a prindpall Family of Indians, who 
arc faid to delcend from the ancient Kings of thofe parts, and now by the Spaniards 
are graced with the noble name of Guzman ; out of this family is chofen one to be 
Governour of the Towne with fubordination unto the City add Chancery of Guate¬ 
mala. Don ternabe de Guzman was Governour in my time, and had been many yeers 
before, and governed very wifely and difcreetly, till with old age he came to loofe his 
fight; and in his place entred his fon Don Pedro de Guzman, of whom the reft of the 
Indians (food in great awe, as formerly they had to his father. Had not thefe Indi¬ 
ans been given to drunkennefle ( as moft Indians are ) they might have governed a 
Town of Spaniards. This Governour hath many priviledges granted unto him(though 
none to Weare a fword, or rapier, as may the Governour of Cbiapa of the Indians) 
and appoints by turnes fome of the Towne to wait and attend on him at dinner and 
fopper, others tolooke to his Horfes, others to fi(h for him, others to bring him 
wood for his houfe (pending , others to bring him meat for his Horfesj and yet after 
all this his attendance, he attends and waits on the Frier that lives in the Towne, and 
doth nothingconcerningthegoverningof the Towne and executing of juftice, but 
what the Frier alloweth and advifeth to be done. There is alfo great fervice appointed 
for this Frier, of Fiftiermen, and other attendants in his houfe, who liveth as (late¬ 
ly as any Biftiop.Moft trades belonging to a well fetled Common-wealth are here ex- 
ercifed by thefe Indians As for herbage,and garden-fruits,and reqaifites, it hath what- 
fcever may be founder defired in the City of Guatemala. The Church treafure is very 
great,there being many Sodalities of our Lady and other their Saints , which are en¬ 
riched with cro wns,and chains,and btacelets,befides the lamps,cenfers,8t filver candle- 
flicks belonging unto the Altars.Upon Michaelmas day is the chief fair and fe aft of the 
Town,which is dedicated unto St. Michael, whither many Merchants refort from Gua¬ 
temala to buy and felljin the afternoon,and the next day following,Bull-baiting is the 
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common fporc for that feaft with feme Spaniards and Blackmons on Hori’e-backe, and 
other Indians on foot, who commonly being drunke, fome venture, fomelofe their 
lives in thefport. Befides this generallconcourfe of people every yeer at that time 
there is every day at five a clock intheafternooneaTianguezor market, upheld by the 
concourfeof the Indians of theTown among themfelves. Befides the lake, there run¬ 
neth by this Town a river,which in places is eafily waded over, and waters the fruits" 
gardens, and other p!antations,and drives a mil! which ferves moft of the valley to 
grind their wheat. Within a mile and a halfe of this Towne there is a rich Ingenio 
orfarmeof Sugar belonging to one SebaftiandeSavaletta, a Bifcaine borne, whocame 
at firft very poore into that Country, and ferved one of his Country men ; but with 
his good induftry and paines, he began to get a Mule or two to traffique with about 
the Country, till atlaft heincreafedhisftocketoawholeRequaof Mules, and from 
thence grew fo rich that he bought much land about Petapa, which he found to be ve¬ 
ry fit forSugar, and from thence was incouraged to build a princely houfe , whither 
the belt of Guatemala doe refort for their recreation. This man maketh a^great deale 
of Sugar for the Country, and fends every yeer much to Spa'mt. he keepeth at lead 
threefcore flaves of his own for the worke of his farme,isvery generous in houfe kee¬ 
ping, and is thought to be worth above five hundred thoufand Ducbats. Within halfe 
a mile from him there is another farme of Sugar, which is called but a Trapiche 
belonging untothe Auguftin Friers of Guatemala, which keepes fome twenty flaves 
and is called a Trapiche , for that it grinds not the Sugar Cane with that device of the 
Ingenio, but grinds a lefle quantity, and fo makes not fo much Sugar as doth an In¬ 
genio. From hence three milesis theTown of Amatitlan, neer unto which ftandeth 
a greater Ingenio of Sugar, then is that of Savaletta, and is called the Ingenio of one 
Ams, becaufe he firft founded it, but now it belongeth unto one Pedro Crejpo thePoft- 
mafter of Guatemala 5 this Ingenio feemeth to be a little Town by it felfe for the many 
cottages and thatched houfes of Blaekmore flaves which belong unto it, who may be 
above a hundred, men, women, and children. The chiefe dwelling houfe is ftrong 
and capacious, and able to entertain a hundred lodgers. Thefe three farmes ofSugar 
ftanding fo neer unto Guatemala, enrich the City much, and occafion great trading 
from it to Spaine. The Town of lAmatitlan, though in it there live not fe many Spa¬ 
niards as in Petapa, yet there are in it more Indian families then in Petapa. The ftreets 
are more orderly made and framed likea Chequer board, they are wide, broad,plain, 
and all upon duft and fand. ThisTowne alio enjoyeth the commodity of the lake 
and rurnifheth with fill] the City of Guatemala,upon thofe daies before named of Feta- 
pa. And though it ftandeth out of therode-way, yet it is almoft as rich as Petapa. 
B or the Indians of it get much by theconcourfe of common people, and the Gentry 
of Guatemala, who retort thither to certain bathes of hot waters, which are judged 
and approved very wholefome for the body. This Tpwne alfo getteth much by the 
fait which here is made, or rather gathered by the lake fide, which every morning ap¬ 
peared likea hoary froftupon the ground, and is taken up and purified by the Indians, 
and proves very white and good. Befides what they get by the fait, they get alfo by 
theRequas of Mules in the valley, and about the Country, which are brought to 
feed upon that fait earth a day, or halfe a day, untijl they be ready to burft (the ow¬ 
ner paying fix pence a day for every Mule ) and it hath been found by experience, 
that this makes them thrive and grow Iufty and purgeth them better then any drench, 
or blood-jetting. They have farther great trading in Cotton-wool,more abundance 
of faints then Petapa , a fairer market place with two extraordinary great Elm-trees, 
under which the Indians daily meet at evening to buy and fell. The Church of this 
Towne is as faire and beautifull as any about Guatemala , the riches and ftate whereof 
hath caufed the Dominican Friers fi nee the yeer 1635,10 make that place the head and 
Priory over the other Townes of the valIey,andto build there a goodly and fumptuous 
Cloifter, in which in my t.me there was(for I told then moft of it, and docbtleife fince 
it hath much increafed Jeight thoufand Duckats laid up in a cheft,with three lockes for 
the common expends of the Cloifter.Thus my Reader,I have fed thee through the val¬ 
ley of MixcoyynA Ptnola, Petapa and Amititlan, which in riches and wealth, Shat with 
the great trading in it,what with the fheep & cattell,what with the abundance of mules, 
what with three Farmes of Sugar, what with the great Farmes-of Corn and Wheat, 
Waat with the churches treafures yeelds to no other place belonging unto the dominions 
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of Guatemala. I may not forget yet a double wheat harveft(as I may well term it}in this 
Vally.Thefirft being of a little kinde of Wheat,which they call TrigoTrmefino, a word 
compounded in SpaniJL from thefe two words,rm mefes 0 or from the Latin trestnenfes ) 
which aftefthree monethsfowing is ripe and ready tobecutdown, and being fowed 
about the end of Juguft, is commonly harvefted in about the end of November, and 
although in the fmalnefTeofit, it feemesto have but a little Flower, yet it yeelds as 
much as their other forts of Wheat, and makes as white bread, though it keep notfo 
well as that which is made of other Wheat, but foone groweth ftale and hard. The 
other harveft Cwhichisof two forts of Wheat,one called Rubio , or red Wheat, the o- 
ther called BlanquiUeo , or white like Candia Wheat) followeth foon after this firft of 
Tremefmo, for prefently after Chriftmas every one begins to bring theis fickles into 
the field, where they doe not onely reap down their Wheat, but in fteadof threfhing 
it in barnes, theycaufe it to bee trod by Mares inclofed within floores made on pur- 
pofein the fields; and when the Wheat is trod out of the Earesbythe Mares tram¬ 
pling, who are whipped round about the floores that they may not ftand ftill,but tread 
it conftantlyand throughly; then theMaresbeingletoutof thefloores, thewheatis 
winnowed from the chaffe.and put up clean into fackes, and from the field carried to 
the Barnes; but the chaffe and moftoftheftraw is left to rot in the fields, which they 
efteem as good as dunging; and further fet all the fields on fire, burning the ftubble 
that is left a little before the time of the firft (howers of raine, which with the allies 
left after the burning fatteth the ground; and by them is held the beltway to hut 
band or dung their ground. Others tha? will fow a new and woody peece of land, 
caufe the trees, though timber trees to bee cut down, and fell not a (lick of that wood, 
(which there is foplentifull, that they judge it would not quit their coft to carry it 
to Guatemala , though in England it would yeeld thou find pounds ) but they let it 
lie and dry, and before the winter raine begins, they fet on fire all the field, and 
burn chat rich timber, with the allies whereof that ground becomes fo fat and fertile, 
that whereupon an Aker wee fow here three bufhels of Wheat, or upwards, they 
fow fuch ground fothin, that theyfcarce dare venture a full bulhellapon an Aker, 
left with too much Ipreading upon the ground it grow too thick, bee lodged, and 
they loofe their crop. The likethey doe unto the paftureof theValley 5 aboutthe 
end of March , it is Ihort and withered and dry,and they alfo fet it on fire, which be¬ 
ing burnt caufethadifmallfight, and profpeft of a black valley; but after the firft 
two or three Ihowres, it puts on againe its greene and plealant garment, inviting the 
Cattell,Sheep,Lambs, Goats,and Kids, (which for a while were driven away to other 
pafturing.) to return and fport againe, to feed and reft in its new flourifhing bo- 
fome. But now it is time, I return again back totheotherend of this valley, tothe 
Rio di las Vac as (from whence I have viewed the compafie of it, and made my long 
digrelfion from Eaft to Weft, to thefartheftTowneof Amatitlan') to IheWthee, my 
Reader, the little part of thy way remaining unto Guatemala. True it is, from the 
ErmitageofourLady, there is a ftreight way through the middle of the valley leading 
almoft to aimatitlan^nd. then turning up a hill out of the valley on the right hand;But 
that hath many afeents and delcents, bottomes, falls and rifings, and therefore is not 
theconftanc Rode, which from the Ermitage pointeth on the right hand, obferving 
the Towneof Mixco , Handing but five miles from Guatemala, from Mixco the way 
lyeth up a hill, and leadeth to a Town fomewhat bigger then Mixco , of Indians cal¬ 
led San Lucas, or St. Lttke, a cold Town, but exceeding rich; the temper and cold- 
neffeofit, hath made it the ftorehoufe, or Granary for all the City • forwhereasbe- 
low in]the Valley;the Wheat will not keep long without mufting,and breeding a worm 
called GurggjoJ\ uch is the temper of thisTown of St.L«(f,that in it,the W heat will keep 
two or three yeeres ready threlhed, with a little turning now and then; and as it lyeth 
will give and yeeld, (as experience taught mee there)fo that he that hath laid up in that 
Town two hundred bufhels of Wheat, at the yeers end (hall find neer upon two hun¬ 
dred and twenty bufhels. ThisTowne therefore receives from the Valley moft'of 
the harveft, and is full of what wee call Barnes, but there are called Trojas , without 
floorei, butraifed up with ftackes and bordsa footortwofrom the ground, and 
covered with macs, whereon is laid the Wheat, and by fome rich Monopolifts from 
the City is kept and hoarded two and three yeers,untill they find their beft opportunity 
to bring it out to fale, at the rate of their own will and pleafure. From hence to 
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Guatemala there is but three little leagues, andoneonely Barranca , or bottome, and 
on every fide of the way little petty Townes, which they call Milpat, confiding of 
fome twenty Cottages. In the middle of the way is thetopofahill,whichdifcovcreth 
all the City, andftan&thas overmaftring of it,as ifwith a peece or two of Ordnance 
it would keepe all Guatemala in awe; But befides this hill, which is the wide and o- 
penRode, there ftand yet forwarder on the right and left hand other niountaines 
which draw neerer to the City, and what this top peradventure with too much di- 
ftance, is not able to doe or reach, the others certainly would reach with Cannon Ihot 
and command that farre commanding City. Downe this hill the way lies broad and 
wide, 0ndasopenasisthewaydowneB<w»e#or Higbgate Hill $ and at the bottome 
It is more ftraitned betweene the Mountaines, for the fpaceofa bowlhot, which pal-- 
(age alfo is craggy by reafon of (tones and fome fmallpeeces of rocks which lie in a 
brook of water that defeends from the Mountaines, and runs towards the City. But 
at a little Ermitage called St. lobn, the way opens againe itfelfe,and (heweth Guatema¬ 
la, welcoming the weary travellers with apleafant profpeft, and eafing theirs, or 
their mules or horles feet, what withgreen walkes, what with a fandy and gravelly 
Rode untotheCity, which never (hut gateagainft any goer or comer, nor forbad 
their entrance with any fenced walls, or watchmens jealous queftions, but freely 
and gladly entertaines them either by the back fide of the Dominicans Cloifter, or by 
the Church and Nunnery called the Conception. And thus my Reader, and coun¬ 
try man I have brought and guided thee from the Golfe unto Guatemala, (hewing what 
that way is moft remarkable. I (hall not now (hew thee any more of this Cities Do¬ 
minions toward Nicaragua and the South ( having already (hewed thee the way as far 
as Realejo ) leaving that untill I come to tell thee of my journey homewards , which I 
made that way. There remaines yet the Country of the Per a Paz and the way unto 
it to difeover, and fo to clofe up this Chapter. The Vera Paz is fo called,for that the 
Indians of that Country hearing how the Spaniardt had conquered Guatemala , and did 
conquer the Country round about, wherefoever they came, yeelded themlelves peace¬ 
ably and without any refiftance unto the Government of spaine. This Country for¬ 
merly had a Bilhop to it felfediftinft from Guatemala , but now is made one Bijfhoprick 
With that.lt is governed by an Alcalde Maior,or highjuftice fent from fyais.withTub- 
ordination unto the Court of quatemala.The head or (hire Town of it, is called Coban, 
where is a Cloifter of Dominican Friers, and the common place of Refidence of the 
Alcalde Maior. All this Country as yet is not fubdued by the Spaniards, who have 
now and then fome ftrong encounters with the barbarous and heathen people, which 
lie between this Country and Jucatan } and faine would the Spaniards conquer 
them, that they might make way through them unto a Town called Campin belong¬ 
ing to Jucatan, and fettle commerce, andTraftique by land with that Country 
which is thought would bee a great furtherance to the Country and City of Guatema¬ 
la, and a fafer way to convey their goods to the Havana, then by the Golf, for often¬ 
times the (hips that goe from the Golf to the Havana, are met with by the Hollanders 
and furprifed. But as yet the Spaniards have not been able to bring to pafie this their 
defign, by reafon they have found ftrong refiftance from the heathenifti people, and 
a hot fervice to attempt the conquering of them. Yet there was a Fryer a great 
acquaintance ofmine, called Fryer FrandfcoMwan, who ventured his Iifeamong thofe 
barbarians, and with two or three Indians went on foot through that Country untill 
he came unto Campin, where he found a few Spaniards, who wondred at his courage and 
boldnefle in comming that way. This Fryer came back again to Coban and Vera Paz 
relating how the barbarians hearing him fpeake their language , and finding him 
kind,loving and curteousto them, u(id him alfo kindly,fearing(ashee(aid) that if 
they fhould kill him, the Spaniards would never letthembeeat reft and quiet, untill 
they had utterly deftroyed them. Hee related when he came back, that the Coun¬ 
try which the Barbarians inhabite, is better then any part of the Vera Paz, which is 
fubjeft to the Spaniards, and (poke much of a Valley, where is a great lake, and a- 
bout it a Towne of Indians, which hee judged to bee of at lead twelve thoufand In¬ 
habitants, the Cottages lying in a diftance one from another. This Fryer hath writ 
Of this Country, and hathgoneto Spain to the Court to motion the conquering of 
it, for the profit and commodity that may enfiie both to Guatemala and Jucatan, if 
a way were opened thither. But though as yet on that fide the Spaniards and the 
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Country of the VeraPaz, bee ftraightned by that heathenifti people, yet on the o- 
ther fide it hath free paffage unto the Golf, and trade there when the (hips doe come, 
carrying Fowles and what other Provifion the Country will afford for the (hips, 
and bringing from thence wines, and other Spanijb wares unto Coban. This Coun¬ 
try is very hilly and craggy, and though there bee fome bigge Townes in it, they are 
not above three or foure that are confiderable. The chief commodities, are Achiotte 
which is the beftof all the Country belonging to Guatemala) and Cacao , Cotton 
Wooll, hony, Canna jifiula, and Zarzaparilla, great (lore of Maiz, but no Wheat, 
much waxe,plenty of towles and birds of all coloured feathers,wherewith the Indians 
make fome curious works,but not like unto thofe of Mechoacan. here are alfo abundance 
of Parrets, Apes and Monkies which breed in the Mountaines. The way from Gua¬ 
temala to this Country is that which hitherto hath beenefpoken of from the Golf, 
as far as the Town of St. La^e; and from thence the way keeps on the hilsand moun¬ 
taines which lie on the fide of the Valley of Mixco. Thefe hils are called Sacatepequer, 
(compounded of Sacate and Tepee, the latter fignifymg a hill, and the former, herbe 
or grade, and thusjoyned, they fignifie mountaines of grade) and among them are 
thefe chief Townes, firft Santiago or St. James, a Town of five hundred Families, fe- 
condly, SanPedro or St. Peter, confiding of fix hundred families, thirdly, St. yuan, 
or St. lobn confiding alfo of at lead fix hundred Families,and fourthly, Sto Domingo St- 
nano, or St. Dominic of Senaco, being of three hundred Families. Thefe foure Towns 
are very rich, and the two lad very cold, the two fird are warmer; there are about 
them manyFarmesof corn and good Wheat, befides the IndianMaiz. Thefe In¬ 
dians are fomewhat of more courage then thofe of other Townes, and in my time 
were like to rife up againft the Spaniards for their unmerciful! tyranny over them. The 
Churches are exceeding rich} in theTowneof Santiago, there was living in my time 
one Indian, whoforonely vaine-glory hadbedowed the worth of fix thoufand Du- 
ckates upon that Church, and yet afterwards this wretch was found to beea Wizard 
and Idolater. Thefe Indians get much mony by letting out great tuffes of feathers, 
which the Indians ufe in their dances upon the feafts of the Dedication of their towns. 
For fome of the great tuffes may have at leaft threefcore long feathers of divers colours, 
for every feather hiring they have halfe aRiall, befides what price they fet to every 
feather, if any fhould chance to be loft. From the Town of St. lobn, which is the fur- 
theft the way lies plain andpleafant unto a little village of fome twenty Cottages,cal¬ 
led St.Rajmundo or St.Rajmond,ftom whence there is a good dayes journy up and down 
Rarrancat, orbottomes unto a Rancho, or lodge (landing by a River fide, which is 
the fame River, thatpafleth by the Town of Acacabafllan fpoken of before. From 
this is an afeent or a very craggy and rocky Mountaine, called the Mountaine of 
Rabinall , where are fteps cut out in the very Rockes for the mules feet, and flipping 
on one or the other fide, they fallfurely downe the rockes, breaking f heir neckes, and 
mangling all their limbes and joynts; but this danger continueth not long nor 
extendeth above a league and a half, and in the top and worft of this danger, there 
is the comfort of a goodly Valley, calledE/ Valle de San Nicholas, StNieholas his Val¬ 
ley, from an Eftancia called St. Nicholas belonging to the Dominicans Cloifter of Co¬ 
han. This Valley though it tnuli not compare with that of Mixco and Pinola ; yet next 
after it, it may well take place for onely three things confiderable in it. The firft 
is an Ingenie of Sugar, called San Geronymo, or St. Hierome, belonging unto the Domi¬ 
nicans Cloifter of GaafewM/a,which indeed goeth beyond that fpoken of oi-Amatitlan, 
both for abundance of Sugar made there, andfentby mules to Guatemala over that 
rocky Mountaine, and for multitude of (laves living in it under the command of two 
Fryers, and for the excellent horfes bred there, which are incomparably the 
beftof all the Country of Guatemala formetle, andgallantry, and therefore(though 
mules are commonly ufed for burthens) are much defired and looked after by the Gal¬ 
lants and Gentry of the City, who make it a great part of their honour to prance a- 
bout the ftreets.The fecond thing in this Valley is the Eftancia or Farm of St. Nicolas 
which is as famous for breeding of mules, as is St. Hierome for horfes. Thethirdor- 
nament to it isa Town of Indians, called RabinaU, of at leaft eight hundred Families, 
which hath all that heart canwifh forpleafure and life of man. It inclineth rather 
to heat thencold, but the heat ismoderate and much qualified with the many cool 
aud ftudy walkes. There is not any Indian fruit, which isnot there to be found, be- 
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(idesthe fruits of Spain, as Oranges, Lemmons, Iweet and fowre, Citrons, Pomegra¬ 
nates Grapes, Figs,Almonds,and Dates ; theonely want of wheat is not a want to 
them 5 that mind bread ot wheat more then of Maiz,(or in two dayes it is eafily brought 
from the Townes of Sacutepeques. For flefti, it hath Eeef, Mutton, Kid, Fowles, Tur¬ 
kic Quailes, PartridgeSjRabbetSjPheafantSjand for fifb,it hath a River running by the 
houfes, which yeeldeth plenty both great and fmall. The Indians of this Towne 
are much like unto thofe of Cbiapa of the Indians,{oc bravery, for feafting, for riding of 
horfes, and (hewing themfelves in fports and pafiimes. This Town my friend Fryer 
Jthn Baptifi, after hee had been Prior of many places, and efpecially of Cbiapa and 
Guatemala, chofe to live in to injoy quietnefie,pleasure and content; and in this Town 
was I feafted by him in fuch a fumpttious,prodigall and lavilhing way, as truely might 
make poor mendicant Fryers aftiamed to come I'o neer unto Princes in vanity oi lifeand 
dyet. From this Valley unto the Vera? an, oxQoban , the head Town of it, there is 
nothing confiderabIe,fave onely one Town more called St. Cbrifieval or St. Cbriflopber, 
which enjoy eth now a pleafant Lake,andbottomelefTe,asis reported. Formerly there 
beingno Lake at all, in a great Earthquake, the earth there opened, and fwallowedup 
many houfes, leaving this Lake which ever fince hath continued. From hence to Coban 
the wayes are bad and mountainous,yet fuch as through the worft of them,thofe coun¬ 
try mules with heavy burthens eafily goe through. And thus with my pen,Rcader,have 
I gone through moll of the bounds and limics of Guatemala , which is more furniftied 
with gallant Towns of Indians, then is any part of all America j and doubtltfle were 
the Indians warlike, induftrious, aftivefor warreor weapons, no part in all America 
might bceftronger in people then Guatemala. But they being kept underand op- 
preffed by the Spaniards, and no weapons allowed them, notfo much as their natu- 
rail Bowes and Arrowes, much lefleGuns, Piftols, Muskets, Swords, or Pikes, their 
courage is gone, their affeftions alienated from the Spaniards, and fo the Spaniards 
might very well feare,that if their country (hould be invaded,the multitude of their In¬ 
dian people,would prove to them a multitude of enemies, either running away to ano¬ 
ther fide; or forced to help,would bee to them but as the help of fo many flies. 


CHAP. XIX. 

Shewing the condition, quality ,fafbion, and behaviour of the Indians of the 
Country of Guatemala fince the Conquef,and efpecially of their feafs, and 
yeerly Solemnities. 


^ H E condition of the Indians of this Country of Guatemala is as fad, and as 
much to bee pitied as of any Indians in America, for that I may fay it is with 
| them in fotne fort, as it was with Ifraelin Egypt, of whom it is faid, Exod.i .7. 
k They Were fruitful! and inertafed abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceeding 
mighty , and the land wasfilled with them , and therefore Pbaraob laid unto his people, 
Verf. 10. Let m deale wifely with them, lefi they multiply, and it come to pafe, that when 
there falleth out any Wane, they yoyne alfo unto our enemies, and fight againji w. There¬ 
fore they did let> over them taskemafters, to afflift them with their burdens, and 
they made their livesBitterwith bondage, in morter and in brick, and in all manner 
of lervice in the field ; a nd all their fervice wherein they made them ferve was with rigor. 
Though it is true,there ought not to be any comparifon made betwixt the IJraelites and 
the Indians,thole, being Gods people,thefe not asyet-nevertheleffe the comparifon may 
well hold in the oppreflion of the one and the other,and in the manner and caufe of the 
oppre(fion,that bdng with bitternefie,rigour, and hard bondage, and left they (hould 
multiply and increafetoo much.Certain it is, thefe Indians fuffer great opptffion from 
the Spaniards,Wve in great bitterne(Te,are under hard bondage, and ferve with great ri- 
gor^and al this,becaule they are at lcaft a thoufand of them for one Spaniard, they daily 
multiply and increale,in children and wealth,and therefore are feared left they (hould be 
toomighty,and either rile up of themleIves,or joyn themfelves to any enemy againft 
their oppreflorsjfor both which fears and jealoufies,they are not allowed the ufe of any 
weapons or armes,no not their bows and arrows^which their ancellors formerly u(ed 5 
fo that as hereby the Spaniards are lecured from any hurt or annoyance from them as an 
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unarmed people;fo may any other nation,that (hall be incouraged to invade that land, 
be feeure alfo from the Indians^ confequently the Spaniards own policy for themfelves 
againft the Indians may be their greateft ruine,anddeftruftion,being a great people and 
yet no people; for the abundance of their Indians would betothemasno people ; and 
they themfelves,(who out of their few Towns and Cities live but here and there, too 
thinly fcattered upon fo great and capacious a land ) would be but a handfull for any 
reasonable Army ; and of that handfull very few would be found able or fitting men; 
and thofe able men would do little without the help of guns arid ordnancejand iftheir 
own opprefled people, Black-mons and lndians^whlch themfelves havealwaies feared) 
fhould fide againft them,foon would they be fwallowed up both from within and from 
without. And by tbisitmayeafily appear how ungrounded they are,who fay,it is har¬ 
der to conquer Amirica now then in Cortez his time, for that there arenow both Spani¬ 
ards and Indians to fight againft, and then there were none butbare and naked Indians. 

This ! fay is a falfe ground- for then there were Indians trained op in wars one againft 
another, who knew wel to ufe their bows and arrows, and darts, and other Weapons, 
and weredefperate in their fights and fingle combats,as may appear out of the hiftories 
*of them;but now they arecowardizcd, opprefled , unarmed, foon frighted with the 
noife of a musket,nay with a fowre and grim look of a Spaniard } (o from them there is 
no fearjneicher can there be from the Spaniardspw'no from al the vattdominions of Gua¬ 
temala are not able to naife five thoufand able fighting men, nor to defend fo manypaf- 
fages as lie open in feverall parts of that Country, which the wider and greater it 
is, might be advantagious to an enemy, and while the Spaniard in one place might 
oppofe his ftrength , in many other places might his land be over-run by a foraine 
nation ; nay by their owne fiaves the ’Black-motes , who doubtleffe to be fet at liberty 
would fide againft them in any (uchoccafion ; andlaftly, the Criolians who alfo are 
fore opprefled by thenijwould rejoyce in fuch a day, and yeeld rather to live with free- 
dome and liberty under a forain people, then to be longer opprefled by thofe of their 
own blood. 

The miferable condition of the Indians of that Country is fuch, thatthough the 
Kingsot Spain have never yeelded to "what fome would have, that they (hould be 
fiaves, yet their lives are as full of bitternefle as is the life of a flave.For which I have 
known my felfe fome of them thatbave come home from toy ling and moyling with 
Spaniards , after manyblowes, fomewounds, and little or no wages, who have ful- 
lenly and ftubborrily lain down upontheir beds, refolvingtodie rather then to live 
any longer a life fo tlavlfh, and have refufed to take either meat ordrinkepr any thing 
elfe comfortable and nourifhing, which their wives have offered unto them, that fo 
by piningand ftarvingtheymightconfume themfelves. Somel have by good perfwa- 
fions encouraged'to life rather ?hen to a voluntary and wilfull death; others there 
have been thafwould not be perfwaded, but in that wilfull way have died.The Spani¬ 
ards that live about that Country ( efpecially thefarmersof the valley of Mixco , Pi- 
win, Petapa, Amaiitlan , and thofe of the Sacatepequ t i\\kadge that all their trading, 
and farming, is for the good of the Common-wealth, and therefore whereas theie 
are not Spaniards enough for fo ample and large a Countrey to doe all their work, and 
all are not able to buy fiaves and Blackrnores , they ftandin need of the Indians help to 
ferve them fortherr pay and hire 5 whereupon it hath been confidered, that a partiti¬ 
on of labourersbe made every Monday, or Sonday in the afternoon to fhe 

Spaniards , according to the farmes they occupie, or acording to their'feverall employ¬ 
ments,calling,andtrading with Mulesjor any other way.So that for filch and fuch a 
diftrift there is named an officer, who is called Juez Repartidor, who according to a 
Lilt made of every farme, houfe, andperfon, is to give fo many Indians bythe week. 

And here isadooreopenedto the prefident of Guaiema/a^md to the Judgestoprovide 
well for their meniallfervants, whom they commonly appoint for this office, which 
is thus performed by them. They name the Town and place of their meeting upon 
Sonday or Monday, to the which themfelves and the Spaniards of thatdiftrift do re¬ 
fort. The Indians of the feverall Towns,are to have in a readineffe fo many labourers 
as the Court of Guatemala hath appointed to be weekly taken out of fuch a Towne, 
whoareconduftedby an Wuwofficertothe Towneof generali meeting; and when 
they comethither with their todies, theirfpades, {hovels, bib, or axes, with their 
provifion of viftuals for a week ( which are commonly fome dry cakes of Maiz, 
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puddings of frixoles, or French beanes, and a little Chile or biting long pepper, or fa 
bit of cold meat for the firft day or two ) and with beds on their backes f which is 
only a courfe woollen mantle to wrap about them when they lye on the barcgroundj 
thenarethey (hutupin theTowne-houfe, fomewith blowes, fome with fipurnings, 
fome with boxes on the eare, if prefemly they goe not in. Now all being gathered 
together, and the houfe filled with them, the JuezRepartidor or officer, calls by the 
order of the Lift luch and fuch a Spaniard, and alfo calls out of the houfe fo many 
Indians as by the Court are commanded to be given him ( fome are allowed three,' fome 
foure, fome ten, fome fifteen, fome twenty, according to their employments) 
and delivereth unto the Spaniardhhlndia»s 3 and fo to all the reft, till they be all fer- 
ved; who when they receive their Indians, cake from them a toole , or their mantles, 
tofecure them that they run not away ; and for every Indian delivered unto then/ 
they give unto the JuezRepartidor or officer, hatfeaRiall, which is three pence an 
Indian for his fees, which mounteth yeerly to him to a great dealc of money; for fome 
officersmake a partition ordirtribution of fourhundred, fomeof two hundred,fome 
of three hundred Indians t every week, and carrieth home with him fo many halfe hun¬ 
dred Rials for one, or halfe a daies worke. If complaint be made by any Spaniard 
that fuch and fuch an Indian did run away from him, and ferved him not the week paft, 
the Indian muft be brought, and furely tied to apoft by his hands in the Marketplace, 9 
and there be whipped upon his bare backe. But if the poor Wz'ascomplaine that the 
Spaniards coufenedand cheated him of his ffiovell, axe, bill,mantle, or wages, no 
juftice (hall be executed againft thecheating Spaniard, neither ffiall the Indian be righted, 
though it is true the order runs equally in favour of both Indian and Spaniard. Thus 
are the poore Indians fold for three pence a peece for a whole weeks llavery, not permit¬ 
ted to goe home at nights unto their wives, though their worke lie not above a mile 
from the Town where they live ; nay fome are carried ten or twelve miles from their 
home, who muft not returne till Saturday night late, and muft that week do whatfo- 
ever their Mafter pleafeth to command them. The wages appointed them will farce 
find them meat and drinke, for they are not allowed a Riall a day , which is but fix- 
pence, and with that they are to find themfelves, but for fix daies worke and diet they 
are to have five Rials, which is halfe a crowne. This fame order is obferved in the 
City of Guatemala , and Townes of Spaniards , where to every family that wants the 
fervice of an Indian or I»z/ia»/,though it be but to fetch water and wood on their backs, 
or to goe of arrants, is allowed the like fervice from the neereft Indian Townes. It 
would grieve a Chriftians heart to fee how by fomecruell Spaniards in that weeks fer- 
Vi u C -m th u P °° r wrecchcs are wronged and abnfed; force vifiting their wives at home, 
whillt their poore husbands are digging and delving; others whipping them for their 
llow working, others wounding them with their fwords, or breaking their heads for 
fome reasonable and well grounded anfwer in their own behalfe, others Healing from 
them their tooles, others cheating them of halfe, others of all their wages,alleadg- 
mgthat their fervice coft them halfe a Riall,and yet their worke not well performed. 
I knew lome who made a common pra&ice of this, when their wheat was fowne, and 
they had little to do for the Indians • yet they would have home as many as were due 
unto their farme, and on Monday andTuelday would make them cut and bring them 
on their backes as much wood as they needed all that week, and then on Wednefday 

at noon ( knowing the great defire of the Indians to goe home to their wives, for the 
which they would give any thingjwouid fay unto them,What will you give me now, 
it 1 let you goe home to doe your own worke? whereunto the Indians would joy¬ 
fully reply and anfwer, fome that they wouldgive a Riall, others two Rials, which 
they would take and lend them home, and fo would have much worke done, wood to 
lerve their houfe a week, and mony as much as would buy them meat, and Cacao for 
Chocolacte two weeks together; and thus from the poor Indians doe thofe uncon- 
Icionable Spaniards praftice a cheap and lazy way of living. Others will fell them 
away for that week unto a neighbour that hath prefent need of worke, demanding 
Rials a piece for every Indian, which he that buyeth them, will be lure to defray out 
of their wages. So likewife are they in a flaviffi bondage and readineffie for all paffen- 
gers and travellers, who in any Townemay demand unto the next Towne as many 
Indians do goe with his Mules, or to carry on their backes a heavy burthen as he ffiall 
need, who at the journeys end will pick fome quarrell with them, and fo fend them 
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back with blowes and (tripes without any pay at ail. APetaca,or leatherne Trunke* 
aud cheft of above a hundred weight, they will make thofe wretches to carry on their 
backs a whole day,hay fome two or three daies together ,which they doe by tying the 
cheft on each fide with ropes,having a broad leather in the middle j which they erode 
over the forepart of their head, or over their forehead, hanging thus the waitgh upori 
their heads andbrowes, which at their journeys end hath made the blood Kick in the 
foreheadsof fome,galling and pulling off the skin,and marking them in the fore-top 
of their heads, who as they are called 7 'amemeZj fo are eafily known in a Towne by 
their baldnefle, that leather girt having Worn off all their hair. With thefe hard u« 
fages, yet do thofe poor people make a fhift to live amonft the Spaniard! , but fo that 
with anguiftiof heart they are ftill crying out to God for juftice,and for liberty,whofe 
pftly comfort is in their Preifts and Friers, who many times doe quiet them When they 
would rife up in mutiny, and for their owne ends doe often prevaile over them with 
fair and cunning perfwafions, to bear and fuffer for Gods fake, and for the good of the 
Common-wealth that hard task and fervice which is laid upon them. And though in 
in allfeafons,wetand dry,cold and hot,and in all wayes plain and mountainous, green 
and dirty, ddfty and ftony,they muft perforate this hard fervice to their commanding 
Maftcrs, their apparell and cloathirtg is but fuch as may cover the nakednefle of their 
body, nay in fome it is fuch tome rags as will not cover halfe their nakednefle. Their 
ordinary cloathingisapaireof linnehor woollen drawers broad and open at the 
knees, without (hooes( though in their journeys fome will put on leatherneTandals 
to keep the foies of their feet) or ftockins, without any doublet, a fhortcourfelhirr, 
which reacheth a little below their wafte,and ferves more for a doublet then for a (hirt, 
and for a cloake a woollen or linnert mantle, ( called Aiate) tied with a knot over 
one (houlder, hanging down on the other fide almoft to thegrotind,with a twelve pen¬ 
ny or two (hilling hat, with after one good (bower of raine like paper fallsabout their 
necks and eies; their bed they carry fometimes about them, which is that woollen 
mantle wherewith they Wrap themfelves about at night, taking off their (hirt and 
drawers, which they lay under their head for a pillow ; fome will carry with them d 
fhort, flight, and light Mat to lie, but thofc that carry it not with them,if they can¬ 
not borrow one of a neighbour,lie as willingly in their mantle upon the bare ground, 
as a Gentleman in England upon a foft down-bed, and thus doe they foundlyfleep, 
aud lowdly fnort after a daies worke, or after a dales journey With a hundred Weight 
upon their backs. Thofethatareof the better fort," and richer, and who are not; 
employed as T amemez to carry burthens, or as Labourers to work for Spaniards , but 
keep at home following their own farmes, or following their owne Mules about the 
Country, orTollowing their trades and callings in their (hops, or governing the 
Townes, as Alcaldes, or Alguaziles, officers of juftice, may goe a little better appa¬ 
relled, but after the fame manner. For fome will have their drawers with a lace at tha 
bottom, or wrought with fome coloured Silke or Crewel, fo Irkewife the mantle a- 
boutthem, (hall have either a lace, or fome work of birds on it, fome will wear a 
cut linnen doublet, others fhooes, but very few ftockins or bands about their neckesj 
and for their beds, the bett Indian Governour, of the richeft,who maybe worth four 
or five thouQnd Duckats, will have little more then the poor Tamemez ; for they lie 
upon boards, or Canes bound together, and railed from the ground, whereon they 
lay a broad and handfome Mat, and at their heads for man and wife two little flumps 
of wood tor bolfters, whereon they lay their (hirts and mantles and other cloaths for 
pillowes, covering themlelves with a broader blanket then is their mantle, and thus 
hardly would Don B.rnabe de Guzman the Governour of Petapa lie, and fo doe all 
the beft of them. The womens attire is cheap and foon put oft; for moft of them 
alfo go barefoot, the richer and better fort wear (hooeS,with broad ribbons for (hooe- 
ltringi, andfor a petticote, they tie about their wafte a woollen mantle, which in 
the better (oti is wrought with divers colours,but not fowed at all, pleated or gathered, 
in,but as they tie it with a lift about them, they wear no (hift next their body,but cover 
their nakednefle with a kind of furplice ( which they call Guaipil) which hangs loofe 
from their (houlders down a little befow their wafte, with open (hort fleeves, which 
cover halfe their armes ; this Guaipil is curioufly wrought, efpecially in the bo- 
fome,with Cotton, or feathers. The richer fort of them wear bracelets and bobs a- 
bout their wrifts and necks$ their hair is gathered tip with fillets,without any quaife 
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or covering, exceptit be the better fort. When they goe toChurch or abroad, they 
put upon their heads a vaiJe of linnen,which hangeth almoft to the ground, and this 
is that which cofts them molt of all their attiie/or that commonly it is of Holland or 
fome good linnen brought from Spain, or fine linnenbrought from Chine ,which the 
better fort wear with a lace about. When they are st home at work they commonly 
take off their Guaipil, or furplice, difcoveringthe nakedneffeof their breafts and bo¬ 
dy. They lie alfo in their beds as doe their husbands, wrapped up only with a mantle, 
or with a blanket. Their houfesare but poore thatched cottages, without any upper 
roomes, but commonly one or two only roomes below, in the one they dreffe their 
meat in the middle of it, making a compaffe tor fire, with two or three ftones, with¬ 
out any other chimney to convey the fmoak away, which fpreading it ftlfe about the 
the roome filleth the thatch and the rafters fo with fut, that all the roome feemeth to be 
a chimney. The next unto it, is not free from finoak aud blackneffe, where fome- 
times are four or five beds according to the family. The poorer fort have but oneroom, 
where they eat, dreffe their meat, and deep. Few there are that fet any Jockes upon 
their dores, for they fear no robbing nor dealing, neither have they in their hcules 
much to lofe, earthen pots, and pans, and dilhcs, and cups to drinke their Choco- 
latte, being the chief commodities in their houfe. There is fcarceamy houfe which 
hath not alfo in the yard a flew, wherein they bath themfelves with hot water, which 
is their chief phyfick when they feel themfelves diftempered. Among t hemfelves they 
are in eVery Town divided into Tribes, which have one chief head, to whom all that 
belong unto that Trihe, doe refortin any difficult matters, who is bound to aid, pro- 
teft, defend, counfell,and appear for the reft of his Tribe before the officers of juftice 
in any wrong that is like to be done unto them. When any is to be married,the father 
of the fon that is to take a wife out of another Tribe, goeth unto the head of hi* 
Tribe to give him warning of his Ions marriage with fucha maid. Then that head 
meets with the head of the maids Tribe, and they conferre about it. The bufinefle 
commonly is in debate a quarter of a yeer; all which time the parents of the youth or 
man are with gifts to buy the maid ; they are to be at the charges of allthatisfpentin 
eating and drinking, when the heads of thetwo Tribes doe meet with the reft of the 
kindred of each fide, who fometimes fit in conference a whole day, ormoftpart of 
anight. After many dayes andnightsthus (pent, and a fulltriall being made of tto 
the one and other fides affe&ion, if they chance to difagree about the marriage,then is 
the Tribe and parents of the maid to reltore back all that the other fide hath fpent and 
given. They give no portions with their daughters, but when they die, theirgoods 
and landsare equally divided among their fons. If anyonewant ahcufeto livein, 
or will repair and thatch his houfe anew, notice is given to the heads of the Tribes, 
who warn all the Town to come to help in the work,and every one is to bring a bundle 
of ftraw,and other materials, fo that in one day with the helpe of many they fin fh a 
houfe,without any charges more then of Chocolatte,which they miniiter in great cups 
as bigas will hold above a pint,not putting in any coftly materials,as dottht Spaniards, 
but only a little Annifeed, and Chile, or pepper; orelfe they halfe fill the cup 
wich Attollc, and powre upon it as much Chocolatte as will fill the cup and colour it. 
In their diet the poorer fort are limited many times to a difhof Frixoles, or Turkey 
beanes, eitherblackorwhite(whicharetherein very great abundance, and arekept 
dry for all the yeer ) boyled with Chile; andif they can have this, they hold them¬ 
felves well fatisfied; with thefe beanes, they make alfo dumpiins,firft boyling the bean 
alittle, andthenminglingitwitha made of Maiz, as we do mingle Currants in our 
cakes, and fo boile again the frixoles with the dumplin of Maiz mafie.and fo eat it hot, 
or keep it cold ; but this and all whatfoever elfe they eat, they eithtreat it with green 
biting Chile, or elfe they dipit in waterand fait, wherein is bruifed feme of that 
Chile. But if their means will not reach to frixoles, their ordinary fare and dietis, 
their Tortilla’s(fo they call thin round cakes made of the dow and matte of Maiz ) 
which they eat hot from an earthen pan, whereon they are focn baked with one tur¬ 
ning over the fire; and thefe they eat alone either with Chile and fait, and dipping 
them in water and fait with a little,bruifed Chile. "When their Maiz is greenand ten¬ 
der, they boil fome of thofe whole ftalkes or clufters,whereon the Maiz groweth with 
the leaf about, and fo calling alittle fait about it, they cat it. I have often eate of 
this, and found it as dainty as our young green peafe,and very nouriftiing,fcut it much 
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increafeth the blood. Alfo of this green and tender Maiz they nuksaFurmicy,boiling 
the Maiz in fome of the milke which they have firft taken out of it by bruifing it. The 
poorefl Indian never wants this diet, and is well latisfied, as long as bis belly is tho- 
rowly filled. But the poorefl that live in fuch Townes where flelh meat is fold, will, 
make a hard ftiift, but that when they come from worke on Saturday night, they will 
buy one halfe Riail, or a Rial! worth of frefti meat to eat on the Lords day.Some will 
buy a good deal at once, and keep it long by dreffing itinto Talfejo’s, which are bun¬ 
dles ot flelh, rowled L'p and tied fall j which they doe, when for examples fake they 
have from a leg of beefe diced off from the bone all the flelh with the knife, after the 
length, forme, and thinneffe of a line, or rope. Then they take theflelh and fait it, 
("which being diced and thinly cut, foon takesfalc) and hang it up in their yards like 
aline from port to poll, or from tree to tree, to the wind for a whole week, and then 
they hang it in the fmoak another week, and after rowle it up in fmall bundles,w hick 
become as hard as a Hone, and fo as they needir.,they wafhic, boylitand eatit.This 
is America’s powdered bcefjwhich they call Taffajo, whereof I have often eaten, and 
the Spaniards eat much of it, efpecialiy^thofe that trade about the Countrey with 
Mules ; nay this Taffajo is a great cotfmodity, and hath made many a Spaniard rich, 
who carry a Mule ortwoloaden with thefeTaffajo’sinfmall parcels and bundles to 
thofeTowneswereis no flelh at all fold, and there they exchange them for other 
commodities among the Indians 9 receiving peradventure for one Taflajo or bundle, 
(w hichcoft them but the halte part of afarthing) asmuchCacao,asinotherpla- 
ces they fell for a Riall or fixpence, The richer fort of people will fare better, forif 
there be filh or flelh to bee had, they will have it, and eat molt greedily of it; and will 
not fpare their fowls and Turkeys from their own bellies.Thefe alfo will nowand then 
getawiid Dear, (hooting it with their bows and arrows.’ And when they have killed it, 
they let it lie in the wood in fome hole or bottom covered with leaves for the fpaceof 
about a week, untill it ftinke and begin to be full of wormes;then they bring it home, 
cutit out into joy nts, and parboil it with an herbe which groweth there lomewhat 
like unto our Tanzy, which they lay fweetneth it again, and makethr the flelh eat ten¬ 
der, and aswhite as a peice of T urkey. Thus parboiled, they hang up the joynts in 
the fmoke for a while, and then boyle it again, when they eat it, which is commonly 
drefled with red Indian pepper ; and this is the Venifon of America , whereof I have 
iometimes eaten, andfoundit white and fhort, but never durft be too bold with it, 
not that I found any evill tafte in it, but that the apprehenfion of the wormes and 
maggots which formerly had been in it, troubled much my ftomack. Thefe Indians 
that have little to doe at home, and are not employed in the weekly ferviceunder the 
Spaniards in their hunting, will looke ferioufiy for Hedge hogs,which are juft like un¬ 
to ours, though certainly ours are not meat for any Chriftian. They are full ofpricks 
and brifleslikeours, and are found in woods and fields, living in holes, andasthey 
fey feed upon nothing but Amits and their egs, and upon dry rotten flicks, herbes, 
androots; of theft they eat much> theflefb being as white and fweet as a Rabbit,and 
as fat as is a January hen kept up and fatted in a Goope. Of this meat I have alfo ea¬ 
ten, and confelfeitis a dainty dilh there, though I will not fay the femeofa Hedge¬ 
hog here; for what heremay bepoyfon, there may be good and lawful 1 meate , by 
fomeaccidentill difference in the creature it felfe, and in that which it feeds upon,or in 
the temper of the air and climate. This meat not only the IWfew/but thebeft of the 
Spaniards feed on it; and it is fo much efteeemed of, that becauft in Lent they are com¬ 
monly found, the Spaniards will not be deprived of it,butdoeat it alfo then,alleadg- 
ging that it is no flelh ( though in the eating it be in fatnefie and in tafte, and in all like 
unto flelh ) for that it feeds not upon any thing that is very nourilhing, but chiefly 
upon Amies egs, and dry flicks. It is a great point of controverfie amongft their 
Divines, fome hold it lawfull, others unlawful! for that timefit feems the pricks and 
briflesof the Indian Hedge-hog prick their confidences with a foolilh fcruple.Another 
kind of meat they feed much on which is called Iguana ; of theft fome are found in 
the waters, others upon the land. They are longer then a Rabbit,and like unto a Scor¬ 
pion, with fome green, fome black feales on their backes. Thole upon the land will 
run very fail, like Lizards, and will climbe up trees like Squarrils, and breed in the 
roots of trees or in ftone walls. The fight of them is enough to affright one- and 
yet when chey are dreffed and flawed in broth with a little fpice , they make a dainty 
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broth, and eat alfo as white as a Rabbit, nay the middle bone is made jint Jike 
the backe bone of a Rabbit. They are dangerous meat, if not throughly 
boiled, and they had almoftcoftmee my life for eating too much of them , not being 
ftewed enough. There are alfo many water and land Tortoi’s,which the Indians find 
out for themfelves, and alfo relifh exceeding well unto the Spaniard] palate. As for 
drinking, the Indian] genially are much given unto it; and drinkeif they have no¬ 
thing elfe, of their poore and Ample Chocolatte, withou t Sugar or many compounds 
or of Atolle, untill their bellies bee ready to burft. But if they can get any drink that 
will make them mad drunk, they will not give it over as long as a drop is left or a 
penny remaines in their purfe to purchafe it. Among themfelves they uf e to make firh 
drinks as are in operation far ftronger then wine-and thefe they confedion in fuch great 
Jarresas come from Spain • wherein they put fome little quantity of water, and fill 
up the Jar with fome Melaflo’s.or juyee of the Sugar Cane,or fome hony for to fweeten 
it | then for the ftrengthning of it, they put roots and leaves of Tobacco, with o- 
ther kinde of roots which grow there, and they know to bee ftrong in operation, nav 
in fome places I have known where they have put in a live Toad,and fo clofcd up the 
Jarre for afortnightjor monethsfpace,till all that they have putin him, be throughly 
iteeped and the toad confumed, and the drink well ftrengthned, then they open it and 
call their friends to the drinking of it, (which commonly they doe in the night time 
left their Preift in the Towne (hould have notice of them in the day Jwhich they never 
leave off, untill they bee mad, and raging drunke. This drink they call Cbicha,which 
ftinketh moft filthily ,and certainly is the caufe of many Indiant death, efpecially where 
they ufe the toads poyfon with it.Once I was informed' living in Mx*t>,ofa great meet¬ 
ing that was appointed in an Indian] houfqand I took with mee the Officers of Tuftice 
of the Town, tofearchthat Indians honfe, where I found foure Jarres of Cbicba not 
yet opened, Icaufedthem to be taken out, and broken in the ftreet before his doore 
and the filthy Chicha tobeipoured oat, which left fuch a ftinking fent in my noftrils’ 
that with the Imell ofit,or apprehenfion of its loathfomenefle, I fell to vomiting and 
continued fick almoft a whole week after. 63 

New th e Spaniards knowing this inclination of the Indians unto drunkenneffe doe 
herein much abufe and wrong them; though true it is, there is a drift order, even to 
the forfeiting of the wine of anyone who (hall prefume to fell wine in a Towne of 
Indians, withamony mulft befides. Yet for all this the bafer and poorer fort of 
Spaniards for their lucre and gaine contemning authority, will goe out from Guate¬ 
mala, to the Towns of Indians about, and carry fuch wine to fell and inebriate the 
Natives as may bee very advantageous to themfelves; for of one Jarre of wine they 
will make two at lead, confeftioning it with hony and water, and other ftrong’drugs 
which are cheap to them, and ftrongly operative upon the poore and weak Indians 
heads, and this they will fell for currant Spanifh wine, with fuch pint and quart mea- 
fures,as never were allowed by Juftice Order, but by themfelves invented. With fuch 
wine they foone intoxicate the poore Indians , and when they have made them drunk 
then they will cheat them more,making them pay double for their quart meafure- and 
when they fee they can drinke ao more,then they will caufe them to ly down and fleep, 
and in the meane while will pick their pockets. This is a common finne among thofe 
Spaniards 0 f Guatemala , and much praftifed in the City upon the Indians , when they 
come thither to buy or fell. Thofe that keep the Bodegones (fo are called the houfes 
that fell wine, which are no better then a Chandlers (hop, for befides wine they fell 
Candles, Fiffi, Salt, Cheefe and Bacon)willcommonly intice in the Indians, and make 
them drunk, and then pick their pockets, and turne them out of doores with blowes 
and ftripes, if they will not fairly depart. There was in Guatemala in my time one of 
thefe Bodegoners, or (hopkeeperot wine and fmall ware, named lean Ramos, who 
by thus cheating and tipling poore Indians (as it was generally reported) was worth 
two hundred thoufand duckates,and in giy time gave with a daughter that was marri¬ 
ed j eight thoufand Duckats. No Indian (hould paffe by his doore, but he would call 
himin,and play upon him as aforefaid. Inmytimea Spanifh Farmer, neighbour of 
mine in the Valley of Mixco , chanced to fend to Guatemala his Indian fervants with 
halt a dozen mules loaden with wheat to a Merchant, with whom hee had agreed be¬ 
fore for the price, and ordered the money to bee fent unto him by his fervant(whom 
hee had keptfixyeers, and ever found him trufty) the wheat beingdelivered,and the 
money received (the which mounted to ten pound, fixteen (hillings, every mule car¬ 
rying 
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ryingfixbufhels, at twelve Rials a bufhei, as was then the price) the Indian with ano- 
therMate of his walking along the ftreecs to buy Tome fmall commodities, palled by 
John R amos his (hop, or Bodegon, who enticing him and his Mate in, foone tripped up 
their heals with a little confe&ioned Wine for that purpo.fe, and tooke away all his 
mony from the intruded Indian , and beat them out of his houfe ; whothus drunk being 
forced to ride home,the Indian that had received the money, fell from his mule, and 
broke his neck; the other got home without his Mate, or money. The Farmer pro- 
fecuted hhrs 'Ramos in the Court for his money,but Ramos being rich and abler to bribe, 
then the Farmer,got off very well, and (o had done formerly in almoft the like cafes. 
Thefe are but peccadillo’s amongtho It Spaniards, to makedrunke, rob, and occafion 
the poor Indians death - whofe death with them is no more regarded nor vindicated, 
then the death of a (heep or bullock, that falls into a pit. And thus having fpoken of 
apparrell, houfes,eating and drinking,it remaines that I fay fomewhat of their civility, 
and Religion of thoie who lived under the Government of the Spaniards. From the 
Spaniards they have borrowed their Givill Government, and in all Townes they have 
one, or two Alcaldes, with more or lefTe Regidores, (who are as Aldermen or Jurates a- 
mongft us) and fome Alguaziles, more or lefle,who are as Conftables,to execute the or¬ 
ders of the Alcalde,^ ho is a Maior)witn his Brethren. In Towns of three or four hun¬ 
dred Families,or upward*,there are commonly two Alcaldes,fix Regidores,two Algua- 
ailes Maiors, and fix undcr,or petty Alguaziles. And fomeTownsare priviledged with 
an Indian Govern our, who is above the Alcaldes,and all the reft oftheOfficers.Thefe 
are changed every .yeer by new eleftion, and are chofen by the Indians them(elves,who 
take their turnes by the tribes or kindreds,whereby they are divided. Their offices 
begin on New-Yeers day, and after that day their eleftion iscarryed to the City of 
Guatemala (if in that diftrift it bee made) or elfe to the heads of Juttice, or Spanifb 
Governours of the feverall Provinces, who confirm the new Election, and take account 
of the latf yeers expences made by the other Officers,who carry with them their Town- 
Book of accounts j andtherefore for this purpofe every Town hath a Clerk,or Seri- 
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mutiny and rebellion againft tfte King,and his belt iubjefts they had beene ferved well 
enough • and thatifthey gave not attendance unto the Spaniard, diAtpaffed by their 
Town* their houfes fhould bee fired, and they and their children utterly confumed. 
With fuch like anfwers from the Juftices, and credency to what any bale Spaniard (hall 
inform againftthem, the poore Indians are fain uiputup all wrongs done unto them, 
not daring to meddle with any Spaniard , bee hee never fo unruly , by virtue of that 
Order, which they haveagainft them. Amongft themfelves,if any complaint be made 
againft any Indian , they dare not meddle with him untill they call all his kindred,' and 
efpecially the head of that Tribe, to which hee belongeth ; who if hee and the reit 
together, find him todeferveimprifbnment, orwhipping, or any other punifhment, 
then the Officers of Juftice, the Alcaldes or Maiors, and their Brethren the Jurates in¬ 
fill upon him that puniffimentj which all (hall agree upon. But yet after judg¬ 
ment and fentence given, they have another, which is their laft appeale, if tbeypleafe, 
and that is to their Prieft, and Fryer, who liveth in their Town, by whom they will 
fometimes bee judged, and undergoe what puniffiment hee (hall think fitteft. To the 
Church therefore they often refort in points of Juftice, thinking the Preift knoiveth 
more of Law and equity, then themfelves ; who fometimes reverfeth what judgement 
hath been given in the Town houfe,blaming the Officers for their partiality and paflion 
againft their poore Brother, and letting free the party judged by them; which the 
Preift does oftentimes, if fuch an Indian doe belong to the Church, or to the fervice 
of their houfe,or have any other relation to them, peradventure for their wives fake, 
whom either they affeft,or imploy in waibing, or making their Chocolatte. Such, 
and their husbands may live lawleffe as long as the Preift is in the Town. And if 
when the Preift is abfent, they call them to triall forany mifdemeanor, andwhip,fine, 
or imprifon, (whichoccafion they will lometimes pick out on purpofe) when the 
Preift returnes, they (hall bee fure to heare of it, andfmartforit, yea, and the Officers 
themfelves peradventure bee whipped in the Church, by the Preifts order and appoint¬ 
ment ; againft whom they dare not Ipeake, but willingly accept what ftripes and pu- 
niffiment hee layeth upon them, judging his wifdome, fentence, and puniffiing hand, 
the wifdome, fentence and hand of God; whom as they have been taught to be over 
all Princes, Judges, worldly Officers,fo likewife they beleeve/and have been fo taught) 
that his Preifts and Minifters are above theirs, and all worldly power and authority. 
It happened unto meelivingintheTownof Mixco, that an Indian being judged to 
bee whipped for fome diforders,which hee committed,would not yeeld to the fentence, 
butapealed tomee, faying hec would have his ftripes in the Church, and by my or¬ 
der, forfo hee faid his <*■ hipping would doe him good, as comming from the hand of 
God. When hee was brought unto mee, I could notreverfe the Indians judgment, for 
it was juft, ar,d fo raufed him to be whipped,which hee tooke very patiently and mer¬ 
rily, and after kiffed my hands and gave mee an offering of monyforthe good hee 
faid, I had done unto his foule. Befides this civility of juftice amongft them,they live 
as in other Civiil and Politick and well governed Common-wealths ; for in moft of 
their Townes,there are fome that profeffe fueh trades as are pra&ifed among Spaniards, 
There are amongft them Smiths,Taylors, Carpenters, Mafons, Shoomakers, and the 
like. It was my fortune to fet upon a hard and difficult building in a Church of 
Mixco, where I defired to make a very broad and capacious vault over the Chappell, 
which was the harder to bee finifted in around circumference, becaufeit depended up- 
ona triangle, yet for this work I fought none but Indians, fomeof the Town, fome 
from oth;r plac.s, vho mideitfocompleat,thatthebeft& skilfulleft workmen among 
the Spaniards had enough to wonder at it. So are moft of their Churches vaulted 
on the top, and all by Indians {hey onely in my time built a new Cloifter in the Town 
of Amatitlan , which they finiffiedwith many Arches of ftoneboth in the lower walks 
and in the upper gal leries, with as much perfeftion as the beft Cloifter of Guatemala, 
had before beene built by the Spaniard. Were they more incouraged by the Spaniards> 
and taught better principles both for foule and body 5 doubtlefle they would among 
themfelves make a very good Common-wealth. Forpainting they are much inclined 
to it, and moft of the piftures, and Altars of the Country Townes are their workman- 
fhip. In moft of their Townes they have aSchoole, where they are taught to read, 
to nng,andfome towrite. To the Church there doe belong according as the Town is 
in bigneffe, fo many Singers, and Trumpeters, and Waits, over whom the Preift hath 
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one Officer,who is called Fi/w'-hegoeth with a white Staffe with alittle SilverCrofTe on 
the top to reprefenctheChurch,and fbewthathe is the PieiftsClerkand Officer.When 
a ny cafe is brought to be examined by the Preift, this Fifcall or Clerk executeth Tuliice 
by the Preifts Order.He muft be one that can read & write, and is commonly the Matter 
of Mufick. He is bound upon the Lords. Day and other Saints dayes, to gather to the 
Church before and after Service all theyong youths, and maids, and to teach them the 
Prayers, Sacraments, Commandements, and other pointsof Catechifme allowed by 
the Church of Pvome. In the morning hee and the other Muficians at the found of the 
Bell, are bound to come tojChurch to fing and officiate at Matte, which in many 
Townes they pcrforme with Organs and other mulicall Inftruments, (ashathbeene 
obferved before) as well as Spaniard). So likewife at Evening at five of the clock they 
are again to refort to the Church, when the Bell calleth, to fing Prayers, which they 
call Completa’s, orCompletory,with Salve Regina 3 a prayer to the Virgin Mary. This 
Fifcalisa great man in the Town, and beares more fway then the Majors, Jurates and 
other Officers of Jullice, and when the Preift ispleafed, giveth attendance to him, 
goeth about his arrants, appointed fuchasareto wait on him, when hee ridethouc 
of Town. Both hee and all that doth belong unto the Church, are exempted from 
the common weekely fervice of the Spaniards, and from giving attendance to Tra¬ 
vellers, and from other Officers of Juftice. Bucthey aretoatcend with their Waits, 
Trumpets,and Mufick, upon any great man or Preift that cometh to their Town,and to 
make Arches with boughes and flowers in the ftreets for their entertainment. Befides 
thefe, thofealfo that doe belong unto the fervice of the Preifts houfe, are priviledged 
from the Spaniards fervice. Now the Preift hath change of fervants by the week,who 
take their turnes fo, that they may have a wetke or two to fpare to doe their work. If 
it bee a great Town, hee hath three Cookes allowed him, (if afmall Town,but two) 
menCookes who change their turnes, except hee have any occafionof feafting,then ’ 
they all come. So likewife hee hath two or three more (whom they callChalial) as 
Butlers, who keepe whatfoever Provifion is in the houfe under lock and Key . and give 
to the Cooke whatthe Preift appointeth tobeedreffed for his dinner, or fupper ; thefe 
keep the Table Clothes, Napkins, Ditties, and Trenchers,and lay the Cloth, and takea¬ 
way, and wait at the Table 5 hee hath befides three or foure, andin great Towns half 
adozen of boyesto doe his arrants, wait at the Table, andfleepin the houfe all the 
week by their turnes, who with the Coo kes-and Butlers dine and fup conftantly in the 
Preifts houfe, and at his charges. Hee hath alfo at dinner and iupper times the atten¬ 
dance of fome old women fvvho alfotake their turnes) to overfee half a dozen yong 
maids, wh&next to the Priefts houfe doe meet to make him, and his family Tortilla’s 
or Cakes ofMaiz, which the boyes doe bring hot to the Table by halfea dozen at a 
a time. Befides thefe fervants, if hee have a Garden hee is allowed two or three gar¬ 
deners ; and for his liable, atleafthalfa dozen Indians , whomorning and evening 
are to bring him Sacate(as there they call it)or herb and grafle for his Mules or Horfes, 
thefe diet not in the houfe. but the groome of the liable, whoisto comeat morning, 
noone, and Evening, (and therefore are three or foure to change) or at any time that 
the Preift will ride out; thefe I lay and the Gardners (when they areatwork ) dine 
andfup at the Priefts charges-, who fometimes in great Townes hath labove a dozen 
to feed and provide for. There are befides belonging to the Church priviledged from 
the weekly attendance upon the Spaniards twoor three Indians , called Sacriftanes,who 
have care of the Veftry and Copes, and Altar Clothes, and every day make ready 
the Altar or Altars for Matte; alfo to every Company or Sodality of the Saints, or 
Virgin, there are two or three, whom they call Mayordoroo’s, who gather about the 
Towne Aimes for the maintaining of the Sodality; thefe alfo gather Egges about the 
Town for the Preift every week, and give him an account of their gatherings, and al¬ 
low him every moneth, or fortnight, twoCrownes for a Matte to bee lung to the 
Saint. 

If there be any fiffiing place neer the Town, then the Preift alfo is allowed for to 
feek him fifh three or foure, and in fome places half a dozen Indians, befides the offerings 
in the Church, and many other offerings which they bring whenfoever they come to 
fpeak unto the Preift, or to confefle with him, or for a Saints feaft to bee celebrated, 
and befides their Tithes of every thing, there is a monethly maintenance in money al¬ 
lowed unto the Preift, and brought unto him by the Alcaldes,or Maiors, and Jurates, 
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which hefetteth his hand unto in a book of the Townesexpences. This maintenance 
(though it be allowed by the Spanifk magiflrate, andpaidinthe Kings name for the 
preaching of theGofpel) yet it comes out ot the poor Indians purles and Iabour,and 
is either gathered about the Town, or taken out of the Tribute, which they pay un¬ 
to the King, or from a common plat of ground which with the help of all is (owed 
and gathered in and fold for that purpofe. All the Townes in America, which are 
civilized and under the Spanifh government, belong either to the Crowiie, or to fonie 
other Lords,whom they cal Encomendero’s,and pay a yeerly tribute unto them.Thofe 
that are tenants to their Lords or Encomende/o’s^who commonly are fuch as defcend 
from the firft conquerorsjpay yet unto the King fomefmall tribute in mony , bcfides 
what they pay in other kind of commodities unto their owne Encomendero, and in 
mony alfo.There i6 no Town fo poor,where every married Indian doth not pay at the 
leaft in mony four Rials a yeer for tribute to the King , bf tides other four Petals to his 
Lord,or Encomendero.And if the Town pay only to the King,they pay at leafl fix,and 
in fome places eight Rials by ftatute, befides what other commodities are common to 
the Town or Country where they live, as IV! aiz,f that is paid in all Townes) hony. 
Turkeys, fowles, fait. Cacao, Mantles of Cotton-wcol; and the like commodi¬ 
ties they pay who are fubjeft to an Encomendero; but fuch pay only mony, not com¬ 
modities to the King. The Mantles of tribute are much eiletmcd of, for they are 
choife ones, and of a bigger fize,then others,fo liktwife is the tribute Cacao,Acbhtte, 
Cocbintl , where it is paid ; for the belt is fet apart for the tribute • and if the Indians 
bring that which is not prime good, they fhall Purely be lafhed, and fent backe for 
better. The heads of the feverall Tribes have care to gather it, and to deliver it to the 
Alcaldes and Regidores, Maiors and ]urates, who carry it either to the Kings Exche¬ 
quer in the City, or to the neereft Spanish Juftice (if it belong to the King ) or to 
the Lord, or Encomendero of the Towne. In nothing I ever perceived the S/wzi- 
W/mercifull and indulgent unto the Indians, but in this, thatif an Indian bee very 
weak, pcore, and ficklyandnot able to work, or threefcore and ten yeers of age, 
he is freed from paying any tribute . There be alfo fome Towns priviledged from 
this tribute; which are thofethat can prove themfelvesto have defeended from Tlax- 
callan , or from ccrtaine Tribes or families of or about Mexico , who helped the fi/ft 
Spaniards intheconqueftof that Country. As for their carriage and bchavious^the 
Indians are very courteous and loving, and of a timorous nature, and willing to ferve 
and to obey, and to doe good,if they be drawn by love;but where they are too much 
tyrannized, they aredogged,unwillingtopleafe, or to worke, and will cho ole ra¬ 
ther ftrangling and death then life. They are very trufty, and never were known to 
commit any robbery of importance^ that the Spaniards dare truft to abide with them 
inawilderneffeall night, though they have bags of gold about them. Soforfecrecy 
they are very clofe; and will not reveal any thing againft their own Natives, or a Spa¬ 
niards credit and reputation, if they be any way afft&ed to him. But above all un¬ 
to their Preift they are very refpe&ive unto him; and when they come to fpeak unto 
him- put on their beft clothes,ftudy their complements and words to pleafehim.Thcy 
are very abundant in their expreffions,and full of circumloqiunions adorned with pa¬ 
rables and fimile’s toexprefle their mind and intention. I have often fate ftill for the 
fpaceof anhoure, onely hearing fome old women make their fpeeches unto me, with 
fo many elegancies in their tongue( which in EngHjk would be non-fenfe, or barba¬ 
rous expreffions ) as would make me wonder, and learne by their fpeeches more of 
their language, then by any other endeavour or ftudy of mine owne. And if I could 
reply unto them in the like phrafes and expreffions ( which I would often endeavour ) 
I fhould be fore to win their hearts, and get any thing from them. As for their Religi- 
on,they are outwardly foch as the Spaniards, but inwardly hard to beleevethat which 
is above fenfe 3 nature,and the vifible fight of the eyc 5 and many of them to this day doe 
incline to worfhip Idols of flocks and ftones,and are given to much fuperftition,and to 
obferve croffe waies,and meeting of beafts in them,the flying of birds,their appearing 
and finging neer their houfes at foch and fuch times. Many are given to witchcraft, 
and are deluded by the devill to beleeve that their life dependeth upon the life of foch 
and foch a beaft ( which they take unto them as their familiar fpirit ) and think that 
when that beaftdieth they muft die ; when he is chafed, their hearts pant, when he 
is faint they are faint • nay it happeneth that by the devils delufion they appear in the 
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ffiape of that beaft, ( which commonly by their choice is a Buck, or Doe, a Lion , or 
T/gre, or Dog,or Eagle ) and in that ihape have been (hot at and wounded, as I (hall 
(hew in the Chapter following. And for this reafon (as I came to underhand by fome 
of them ) they yeeld unto the Popifh Religion, efpecially to the Worfhiping of Saints 
Images, becaufe they looke upon them as much like unto their forefathers Idols • and 
lecondly } becaufe they fee fome of them painted with Beaft«; as Hierom with a Lion, 
Anthony \V\th an Affe, and other wild beafts, Domiuickjwith a Dog, Blot with a Hog, 
JlAark^WKh a Bull, and’ John with an Eagle, they are more confirmed in their delufi- 
ons, and thinke verily thole Saints were of their opinion, and that thole beafts were 
their familiar fpirics, in whole Ihape they alfo were transformed when they lived, and 
with whom they died. All Indians are much affe&ed unco thefe Popilh Saints, but 

efpecially chofe which are given to witchcraft,and out of the fmalneffe of their means- 
they will be fare to buy fome of thefe Saintsand bring them to the Church,that there 
they may ftand and be worftiipped by them and others.The Churches are full of them^ 
and they are placed upon ftanders gilded or painted, to be carried in proceffion upon 
mens fhoulders, upon their proper day. And from hence cometh no little profit to the 
Preifts ; for upon fuch Saints daies, the owner of the Saint maketh a great feaft in the 
Towne, and prefenteth unto the Preift fometimes two or three, fometimes four or five 
crownes for his Mafie and Sermon, befides a Turkey and three or four fowls, with as 
much Cacao as will ferve to make him Chocolatte for all the whole O&ave or eight 
daies following.So that in fome Churchds,where there are at leaft fourty of thele Saint* 
Statues and Images, they bring unto the Preilt at leaft fourty pounds ayeer.The Preift 
therefore is very watchfall over thofe Saints daies, and fendeth warning before hand 
unto the Indians of the day of their Saint, that they may provide themfelves for the 
better celebrating it both at home andin the Church. If they contribute not boun¬ 
tifully, then the Preift will chide,and threaten that he will not preach. Some Indiant 
through poverty have been unwilling to contribute any thingat all, or to folemnize in 
the Church andat his houfe his Saints day, but then the Preift hath threatned to caft 
his Saints image out of theChurch, faying, that the Church ought not to be filled 
withfuch Saints as are unprofitable tofoul and body,and that in fuch a ftatuesroom 
one may ftand, which may doe more good by occafiomng a folemn celebration of one 
day more in the yeef. So llkewifeif the Indian that owed one of thofe images' die- 
and 1 leave children,they are to take care of that Saint as part of their inheritance, and 
to provide that his day be kept; butif no fon, or heirs be left, thenthePieift calleth 
for the heads of thefeverall Tribes, and for thechief officers of jutlice, and maketh a 
fpeech unto them, wherein he declareth that part of theChurch ground is taken up 
in’vain by fuch an image, and his ftander,without any profit either to the Preift the 
Church,or the town,no heir or owner being left alive to proceed tor that orphan Saint, 
to owneit; and that in cafe they will not feek out who may take charge of him , and 
of his day, the Preift Will not fuffer him to ftand idle in his Church,liKe ih fe whom 
our Saviour in the Gofpel rebuked, quid hie Jiatu tota die otiofi > for that they ftootf 
idle i n the market all the day (thefe very expreffions have I heard there from lome Fri¬ 
ers) and therefore that he muftbanifhfach a Saints pi&ure out of the Church, and 
mult deliver him up before them into the Juftices hands to be kept by them in the 
Town-houfe, untill fuch time as he may be bought and owned by fome good Chrilti- 


an. The Indians when they hear thefe expreffions, begin to feare, left fome judge¬ 


ment may befall their Town for fuffering a Saint to be excommunicated and caft out 
of their Church,md therefore prefent unto the Preift fome offering for his prayers un¬ 
to the Saint, that he may doe them no harme, and defirehimtolimitthema time to 
bring him an anfwer for the difpofing of that Saint(thinking it will prove a difparage- 
ment and affront unto their Town,if what once hath belonged to theChurch.be now 
out, and delivered up to the fecular power ) and that in the mean time,they will find 
out fome good Chriltian, either of the neereft friends and kindred to him or them 
whofirft owned the Saint , or elfe fome ftrapger, who may buy that Saint of the 
Preift (if he continue in the Church ) or of the fecalar power ( if he be caft out of 
the Church and delivered up unto them, which they are unwilling to yeeld to, having 
been taught of judgements in fuch a cafe like to befall them ) and may by fome fpeedy 
feaft and folemnity appeafe the Saints anger towards them, for having beeen fa fligh¬ 
ted by the Town. Alas poore Indians > what will they not be brought unto by thofe 
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Frier* and Preifts, whottudy nothing more than their own ends,aud to enrich them- 
felves from theChurch and Altar! their policies ( who are the wife and prudent chil- 
drenof this world (poken of in theGolpel ) can eafily overtop and matter the fim- 
plicity of the poor Indians 5 who rather then they will bring an affront upon their 
Towne, by fuffering any of their Saints tobecattoutof their Church, or to be with 
mony redeemed out of the fecular powers hands, will make haft to prefent unto him 
anownerof that orphan Saint, who for him (hall give to the Preift not only what he 
may be prized to be worth in a Painters fhop for the workmanlhip, gold and colours 
belonging to him ; but befides (hall prefent him what before hath been obferved, for 
thefolemnizingof his feaft. Thefefeafts bring yet unto the Saints more profit then 
hicherto hath been fpi ken of 5 for the Indians have been taught that upon fuch dales 
they ought to offer up fomewhat unto the Saints; and therefore they prepare either 
mony ( fome a Rial), fome two,fome more^or eife commonly about Guatemala white 
wax-candles, and in other places Cacao, or fruits, which they lay before the image 
of the Saint, whilft the Mafle is celebrating.Some Indians will bring a bundle of can¬ 
dles of a dozen tied together of Rials a peice fome, fome of three or four for a Rial], 
andwillif they be let alone light them all together and borne them out, fo that the 
Preift at the end of the Maffe will find nothing but the ends. Therefore^ knowing 
well of thewaiesof policy and covetoufneffe) he chargeeh the Church officers,whom 
Ifaid before were called Majoidomtfs to looke to the offerings,and not tofufier thels- 
dians who bring candles to light more then one before the Saint,and toleave the other 
before him unlighted (having formerly taught them,that the Saints are as well pleafed 
with their whole candles as with sheir burnt candles) that fohee may have the more 
to fell and make mony of. After Maffe the Preift and the Aiayordom&s take and fweep 
away from the Saint whatfoever they find hath been offered unto him ; fothat fome- 
times in a great Towne upon fuch a Saint* day the Preift may have in mony twelve or 
twenty Rials, and fifty ora hundred candles, which may be worth unto him twenty 
or thirty (hillings, befides fome ends and pieces. Moft of the Friers about Guate¬ 
mala are wich theft offerings as wel ftored with candles,as is any Wax-chandlers (hop 
in the City. And the (ame candles, which thus they have received by offerings they 
need not care to fell them away to Spaniards jnho come about to by them (though fome 
will rather fell them together to fuch though cheaper, that their mony might come ia 
all at once ) tor the Indians themfelves when they want again any candles tor the like 
feaft, or tor a Chriftening, and for a womans Churching ( at which times they alfo 
offer candles ) will buy their own againe of the Preift, who fometimes receiveth the 
fame candles and mony for them again five or fix times. And becaufe they find that the 
Indians incline very much to this kind of offerings,and that they are fo profitable un¬ 
to them, the Friers doe much prefle upon the Indians in their preaching this point of 
their Religion, and devotion. But if you demand of thefe ignorant,but zealous of¬ 
ferers the Indians an account of any point of faith, they will give you little or none. 
Themyfteryof the Trinity, and of the incarnation of Chrift, and our redemption 
by him is too hard for them; they will only anfwer what they have been taught in a 
Catechifmeof queftionsandanfwers; but if you ask them if they beleeve fuch a 
point of Chriftianity, they will never anfwer affirmatively, but only thus,Perhaps it 
may be fo. They are taught there the doftrin of Rome , that Chrilts body is truely 
and really prefent in the Sacrament, and no bread in fubftance,but only the accidents* 
if the wifeft Indian be asked, u hether he beleeve this, he will anfwer,Perhaps it may 
befb. Once an old woman,who was held to be very religious .in the Town of Mjxco t 
came to me about receiving the Sacrament,and whiltt I was inftrufting of her,I asked 
her if (he beleeved that Chrift body was in the Sacrament,ffiean(wered,Peradventure it 
may be fo.A little while after to try her and get her out of this drain and common an- 
twer,I asked her what & who was in the Sacrament which (he received from the Preift* 
hand at the Altar } (he anfwered nothing for a while, and at laft I prefled upon her for 
an affirmative anfwer; and then (he began to looke about to the Saints in the Church, 
(which was dedicated to a Saint which they call St. VominickJ and, as it Teemed, be¬ 
ing troubled and doubtful what to fay,at laft ffiecaft hereyesupon the high Altar-bucI 
feeing (he delayed the time,a$ked her again who was in the Sacrament?to which (he re¬ 
ply ed S.Veminiekyvho was the Patron of that Church and Town. At this I fmiled,and 
would yet further try her fimplicity with a fimple queftion.I teid her (he faw S.Dominick^ 
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was painted with a dog by him holding a torch in his mouth, and the globe of the 
world at his feet; I asked her, whether all this were with St. Dominick in the Sacra¬ 
ment? To which fheanfwered, Perhaps it might be (o; wherewith I began to chide 
her, and to inftruft her. But mine inflru&ion,nor all the teaching and preaching of 
thofe Spanish Preifts hath not yet well grounded them in principles of faith; they are 
dull and heavie to beleeve orapprehendof God,orof heaven,more then with fcnfeor 
reafon they can conceive. Yec they goeand run that way they lee the Spaniards run, 
and as they are taught by their idolatrous Preifts. Who have taught them much for¬ 
mality,and lb they are ( as our Formalifts formerly in England^very formall, but lit¬ 
tle lubitantiall in Religion. They have been taught that when they come to confefli- 
on, they mull offer fomewhatto the Preift, and that by their gifts and almes, their fin§ 
fhall be Pooner forgiven; this they doe lo formally oblerve, that, whenloever they 
cometoconfeflion, but efpecially in Lent, noneof them dareth to come with empty 
hands; fome bring mony, fome honey, fome egs,fome fowls, fome filh, fomc Ca¬ 
cao, fome one thing^lbme another,fo that the Preitt hath a plentifull harvett in Lent 
for his pains in hearing their Confeflions. They have beeri taught that alfo when they 
receive the Communion, they mull Purely every onegiveatleaftaRiall to the Preift, 

C Purely Eng and was never taught in America to buy the Sacrament with a two pence 
offering, and yet this cuftome too much pra&ifed and prefled upon the people)which 
they performe Po, that I have known fome poor Indians , who have for a week or two 
forborne from coming to the Communion untill they could getaRiall offering. It is 
to be wondred what the Preifts doe get from thole poore wretches in great Towns by 
Confe&on and Communion Rials in great Townes, where they denie the Sacrament 
to none that will receive itj( and in fome Townes I have knowne a thoufand Commu - 
nicants) and force all above twelve or thirteen yeers of age to come to Confeffion ill 
the Lent. They are very formall alfo in obferving Romes Monday , Thurfday, and 
good-Friday, andjhen they make their monuments and fepulchres , wherein they 
Per their Sacrament,Tand watch it all day and night, placing before it a Crucifix on 
the ground, with two bafins on each fide to hold die fingle or double Rials, which 
every one mull offer when hecometh creeping upon his knees.and bare-footed to kiffe 
Chrifls hands, feet, and fide. The candles which for that day and night and next 
morning are burned at the fepulchre are bought with another Contribution-Riall, 
which is gathered from houfe to houle from every Indian for that purpofe. Their 
Religion is a dear and lick-penny religion for fuch poor lridians z and yet they are car¬ 
ried along in it formally and perceive it not.They are taught that they mull remember 
the fouls in Purgatory,and therefore that they mult call their a Imes into a chell, which 
ftandeth for that purpofe in their Churches, whereof the Preift keepeth the key, and 
openethitwhenhewantechmony, or whenhepleaPeth. I have often opened Pome 
of thole cheftsi and have found in them many fingle Rials, lomehalfe pieces of eight, 
and fome whole pieces of eight. And becaufe what is loft and found in the high-waies, 
mult belong to fome body, if the true owner be not knowne, they have been taught 
that Puch monies or goods belong alfo to the loules departed; wherefore the Indians 
(Purely more for fear or vanities fake that they may be well thought on by the Preill) 
if they find any thing loft will bellow it upon the loules lurer then the Spaniards them- 
lelves ( who if they find a purle loft will keep it,) and will bring ic either to the Preift 
or caft it into the cheft. An Indian of Mixco had found apatacon or peece of eight in 
a high-way, and whenhecametoConfelfion, he gave it unto me telling me he durft 
not keep it, left the foules Ihould appear unto him, and demand it. So upon the le- 
conddayof November which they call All foules day j they are extraordinary fooliCh 
and luperftidous in offering monies, fowles, egsand Maiz, and other commodities 
for the foules good, but it proves for the profit of thePreill, who after Maffe wipes 
away to his chamber all that which the poore gulled and deluded Indians had offered 
unto thofe foules, which needed neither mony, food, nor any other provifion, and 
he fills his purfe, and pampers his belly with it. A Frier that lived in Petapa boalted 
unto me once that upon their All Soules day, his offerings had been about a hundred 
Rials, two hundred Chickens and fowls, half adozen Turkeyes, eight bulhels ot 
Maiz, three hundred egs, four fontlesof Cacao, (every Pontle being four hundred 
granes) twenty clufters of plantins, above a hund red wax candles, bendes fome 
loaves of bread, and other triflesof fruits. All which being furntned up accor ing 
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to the price of the things there, and with confideration of the coyn of mony there 
(halfe a Ryall,or three pence bdng there the leaft coyn) mounts to above eight pounds 
of our money, afaire and goodly ftipend for a Made, brave wages for halfe an houres 
work; a politick ground for that Error of Purgatory, if the dead bring to the living 
Preift fuch wealth in one day onely. Chriftmas day with the reft of thofe holy daies 
is no leflfe fuperftitioufly obferved by thefe Indians for againft that time they frame 
andfet in fome corner of their Church a little thatched houfe like a ftajl, which they 
call Bethlehem yi\i\\ a blazing Starre over, pointing it unto the three Sage wife men from 
the Eaft; within this ftall they lay in a Crib, a child made of wood, painted and 
guilded (who reprefents Chrift new borne unto them') by him ftands Mary on the one 
tide, and Jofepb on the other, and an Affe likewife on the one fide and an oxe on the 
other, made by hands, the three wife men of the Eaft kneel before the Crib offering 
gold, FrankinCenfe and Myrrhe, the fhepheardsftand aloof off offering their Coun¬ 
try gifts,fome a KidXome a Latnbe, fome Milk,fome Cheefe,and Curds/ome fruits the 
fields are alfo there reprefented with flocks ofSheep and Goats; the Angels they hang 
about the ftall fome with VialIs,fome with Lutes,fome with Harps, a goodly mumming 
and Glentftage play,to draw thofe fimple fouls to look about,and to delight their lenfes 
and fantafiesin the Church. 

There is not an Indian that cometh to fee that fuppofcd Bethlehem , ( and there is 
not any in the Town but doth come to fee it) who bringeth not either money or 
fomewhat elfefor bis offering. Nay the policy of the Preifts hath been fuch, that 
(torture up the Indians with their Saints example) they have taught them to bring 
their Saints upon all the holy dayes, untill Twelfth day in Proceffion uutothis Beth¬ 
lehem to offer their gifts 9 according to the number of theSaints that ftand in the Church 
fome dales there come five, fomedaies eight, fomedaiesten, dividing them into fuch 
order, that by Twelfth day all may have come and offered,fomc money,fomeone thing, 
iome another; The owner of the Saint, hee cometh before the %int with his friends 
and kindred f if there bee no fodality or company belonging uftto that Saint) and 
being very well apparelled for thatpurpofe, he bowes himielfe and kneels to the Crib 
and then riling takes from the Saint what hee bringeth and leaveth it there and fo 
•feS* if there be a fodality belonging to the Saint,then the Mayordomo’s or 
chief Officersofthatcompany they come before the Saint, and doe homage, and of¬ 
fer as before hath been faid. But upon Twelfth day the Alcaldes, Maiors, Turates, 
and other Officersof Juftice, muft offer after the example of the Saints, and the three 
Wife men of the Eaft (whom the Church of Rome teacheth to have been Kings ) be- 
caufe they reprefent the Kings power and authority. And all thefe daies they have 
about the Town and in the Church a dance of Shepheards, who at Chriftmas Eve at 
midnight begin before this Bethlehem and then they muft offer a Sheep amongft them. 
Others dance clothed like Angels and with wings, and all to draw the people more 
to fee fights in the Church, then to worlhip God in Spirit and in Truth. Candlemas 
day is no lefte fuperftitioufly obferved • for then the pifture of Mary comes in proceffion 
tot he Altar,a n doffe r e th u p herC a nd le s and p igeons, or Turtle-Doves unto the Preift 
and all the Town muft imitate her example, and bring their Candles to be bleffed and 
hallowed - of foure or five, or as many as they bring, one onely (hall bee reftored back 
unto them, becaufe they are bleffed, all the reft are for the Preift, to whom the Indians 
th .j m ’f d # ve morc then ordinary, becaufe they are hallowed Can- 
rS«n A . r tf( T dc t Ve anotherfi g ht > that is in the Church alfo,whilft 
|1 Jr r f l,ng °. f th . e Ho Jy Ghoft, the Preift ftanding before the Altar with his face 
JSE! SSfl Pe ° P Cj tb % ha T e 3 device to Iet fal1 a Dove from above over h is head well 
dmn h f?° WerS5 k nd f °l a h e haIf an houre » from holes made for that purpofe,tbey 

fl ° WCrS afaou “ h ! Pre , ift dewing the gifts of the holy Ghoft to him, which 
an n ? mple I ” duaS are wiIIin g to imitate, offering alfo their 
nle for ffi ; im ’ .^hus all the yeer are thofe Preifts and Fryers deluding the poore peo- 
Policv • w V f ni ? c h‘ n 8 tfj emfelves with their gifts, placing Religion in meer 
fttis y rh 3 doth Indians Religion confift more in fights, ffiewes and forma- 

fowre fawce; fo this 

veerfbefid«tl, P f eain ^ * 1 ^ oP ^ewes in the Church hath its fbwre fawce once a 
unto rhe p S . t *! 5 / 0Wre " effe of poverty which followeth to them by giving fo many gifts 
unto the Preift)for,to ffiewthat in their Religion there is fome biuernefs, & fowrwfe, 
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they make the Indians whip thenifelves the weeke before Eafter, like the Spaniards , 
which chole limples both men and women perform with fuch cruelty to their owne 
fleffi, that they butcher it, mangle and teare their backs,till fome lwound,nay foments I 
have known)have died under their own whipping,and have felfe murthered themfelves, 
which the Preifts regard not, becaufe their death is fare to bring them at leaft three 
or foure Crownes for a Maffe for their foules, and other^offerings of their 
friends. 

Thus in Religion they are fa^erftitioufly led on, and blinded in the obfervance 
of what they have been taught for the good and profit of their Preifts, then for any 
good of their foules, not peiceiving that their Religion is a Policy to inrich their 
teachers. But notonely dee the Fryers and Preifts live by them and eat the fweat of 
their browes; butalfo all the Spaniards, who not onely With their worke and lervice 
(being themielves many given to idleneffe) grow wealthy and rich; but with need- 
lcffc offices, and authority are ftill fleecing them,andtakingfr 0 nj them that little which 
they gaine with much hardnefie and feverity. 

The Prefident of Guatemala , the Judges oj; that Chancery, the Governours and High 
Juftices of other parts of the Country,that they may advance and inrich their menial! 
fervants, make the poor Indians the fabjeft of their bouncifolnefle towards fuch. Some 
have offices to vifitas often as they pleafe their Towns, and to fee what every Indian hath 
fowed of Maiz, for the maintenance of his wife and children; Others vifit them to 
fee what fowles they keepc for the good and ftore of the County; others have order 
to fee whether their houfes bee decently kept and their beds orderly placed according 
to their Families; others have power to call them out to mend and repaire the high 
wayes, and others have Commiffion to number the Families and Inhabitants of the 
feverall Townes, to fee how they increafe that their Tribute may not decreafe, but ftill 
bee railed. And all this,thole officersdoe never perform but fo, that for their pains 
they muft have from every Indian an allowance to bear their charges, (which indeed 
are none at all J for as long as they flay in the Town, they may call for what fowles 
and provifion they pleafe without paying for it. When they come to number the 
Townes, they call by lift every Indian and caule hischiidren, fonnes and daughters to 
be brought before them,to fee if they bee fit to be married; and ifthey be of growth and 
age,and bee not married,the fathers are threatned for keeping them unmarried,and as 
idle lives the Towne without paying tribute ; and according to the number of the 
fonnes and daughters that are marriageable, the fathers tribute is railed and in- 
creafed,untill they provide husbands and wives for their fons and daughters, who as 
foone as they are married, are charged foith tribute, which that it may increale, they 
Will faffer none above fifteen yeers of age to live unmarried; Nay the fet time of age of 
marriage appointed for the Indians , is at fourteen yeers for the man , and thirteene 
lor the woman,alleadging that they are fooner ripe for the fruit of Wedlock,and fooner 
ripe in knowledge and malice, and ftrength for worke and lervice, then are any o* 
ther people. Nay fometimes they force them to marry who are lcarce twelve and thir¬ 
teene yeeresof age, if they find them well limbed, andftrongin body , explicating 
a point of one of Krnes Canons, which alloweth fourteene and fifteen yeers, nifi ma - 
litia/uppleat atatem. When I my lelfe lived in Finola, that Town by order of Von Juan 

de Guzman, ^a great Gentleman of Guatemala , to whomit belonged)was numbred,and 
an increafe of tributary Indians was added unto it by this meanes. The numbi ing it 
lafted a full week, and in that fpace I was commanded to joyne in marriage neer twen¬ 
ty couple, which, with thofe that before had been married fince the laft numbring of it, 
made up to the Encomcndero or Lord of it an increale of about fifty Families.But it was 
a flume to fee how young fome were that at that time were forced to marriage, neither 
could al my driving and reafoning prevail to the contrary,nor the producing of the Res 
gifter Book to (hew their age,but that fome were married of between twelve and thirteene 
yeers of age, and oneefpecially who in the Regifterbooke was found to bee not ful¬ 
ly of twelve yeers,whofe knowledge and ftrength of body was judged to fapply the want 
of age. In this manner even in themoft free aft of the will, (which ought to bee in 
marriage) are thofe poore Indians , forced and made flaves by the Spaniards,to fupply 
with tribute the want of their purfes, and the meannefle of their Eftates. Yet under 
this yoke and burden they are cheerfull, and much given to feafting, fporting and 
dancing, as they particularly ffiew in the chief feafts of their Townes, which are kept 
, upon 
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upon that Saints day to whom their Town is dedicated. And certainly this foperftition 
hath continued alfo in England from the Popilh time?, to keep Faires in many of our 
Towns upon Saints dayesfwhich is the intent of thePapiftsto draw in the people and 
country by way of commerce and trading one with anocher,co honor^worfeipjand pray 
to that Saint, to whom the Town is dedicated) orelfe why are our Faires common¬ 
ly kept upon John Eaptifi , James 0 Peter y Matthew 3 Bartholomew , Holy Rood , Lady dayes 
and the like, and not as well a day t or two before, ora day or two after 9 which would 
bee as good and fit dayes to buy and fell, as the other ? True it is, our Reformation 
alloweth not the worfhipping of Saints, yet that folemne meeting of the people to Fairs 
and mirth,| and fport upon thofe daies it hath kept and continued, /hat fo the Saints 
and their dayes may bee and continue (till in our remembrance. There is no Town 
in the India’s great or fmall (though it be bat of twenty Families) which is not dedi¬ 
cated thus unto our Lady or unto fome Saint,and the remembrance cf that Saint is con¬ 
tinued in themindes notonely of them that live in the Towne, but of all that live 
farre and neere by commercing,trading, (porting,and dancing,offering unto the Saint, 
and bowing, kneeling, and praying before him. Eefore this day day cometh, the 
Indians of the Town two or three Monethshavc their meetings at nighr, and prepare 
themfelves for fuch dances as are moft commonly ufed amonglt them ; and in thefe their 
meetings they drinke much both of Chocolatte and Chicha.For every kind of dance 
they have feverall houles appointed, and matters of that dance, who teach the reft that 
they may beeperfe&ed initagainft the Saints day. For the moft part of thefe two 
or three moneths the filence of the night is Onquieted,what with their finging,whac 
with their hollowing, what with their beating upon the ftiels of filhes,what with their 
Waits, and what with their piping. And when the feaft comcth,then they aft pub- 
likely, and for the fpace of eight dayes, what privately they had pra&ifedbefore.They 
arc that day well apparelled with filkes, fine Jinnen, ribbands and feathers accor¬ 
ding to the dance} which firft they begin in the Church before the Saint, or in the 
Church yard,and from thence all the Otfave , or eight dayes theygoe from houfe to 
houfe dancing, where they have Chocolatte or fome heady drink or Chicha given them. 
All thofe eight daies the Towne is fure to bee full of drunkards; and if they bee re¬ 
prehended for it} they willanfwer, that their heart doth rejoyce with‘their Saint 
in heaven, and that they muft drinke unto him, that hee may remember them. The 
chief dance ufed amongft them is called Toncontin, which hath been danced before 
the King of Spain s in the Court of Madrid by Spaniards , who have lived in the India's 
tofhew unto the King fomewhat of the Indians fafhions; and it was reported to have 
pleafed the King very much.'This dance is thus performed.The Indians commonly that 
danceic (if it bee a great Towne) are thirty or forty, or fewer, if it be a fmall Town. 
They are clothed In white, both their dublets, linnen drawers, and Aiates, or towel?, 
which on the one fide hang almoft to the ground. Their drawers and Aiates are 
wrought with fome workes of Silk , or with birds, or bordered with fome Lace. 
Others procure dublets and drawers and Aiates of Silk, all which are hired for that 
purpofe. Oa their backs they hang long tuffes of feathers of all colours, which 
with glew are faftned into a little frame made for the purpofe, and guilded on the out- 
fide} this frame with Ribbands they tie about their fhoulders fall thatitfall not, nor 
flacken with the motion of their bodies. Upon their heads they wear another lefle 
tuffe of Feathers either in their hats, or in fome guilded or painted head- peece,or hel¬ 
met. In their hands aKo they carry a fan of feathers, and on their feet moft willufe 
feathers alfo bound together like (here wings of birds; fome wearelhooes, fome not. 
And thus from top to toe they are almoft covered with curious and coloured feathers. 
Their Mufick and tune to this dance is onely what is made with a hollow (lock of a 
tree, being rounded, and well pared within and without, very fmooth and ftining, 
lomefoure times thicker then oar viols, with two or three long clefts on the upper 
fide and fome holes at the end which they call Tepanahaz .On this ftock(which is placed 
upon a ftool or fourm in the middle of the Indians^ the Matter of the dance beates 
with twoftklcs, covered with wool! at theends, and a pitched leather over the wooll 
thatK rail not away. With this Inftrumen t and blowes upon it (which foundeth but 
dull and heavy, but fomewhat loud) hee giveth the dancers their feverall tunes, and 
changes, and fignes of themothion of their bodies either ftraight or bowing,and giveth 
them warning what and when they are to fing. Thus they dance in compafle and 
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circle round about that inftrument, one following another fometimes ftraigfft, fome- 
times turning about, fometimes turning half way, fometimes bending their bodies and 
with the feathers in their hands almoft touching the ground, and finging the life of 
that their Saint, or of fome other. All thisdancingisbut a kind of walking round, 
which they will continue two or three whole houres together in one place, and from 
thence goe and perform the fame at another houfe. 

This Toncontin the chief and principall onely of the T owne doe dance it 5 It was 
the old dance which they ufed before they knew Ghriftianity,except that then in Head 
of finging the Saints lives, they did fing the praifes of their heathenilhGods. They 
have another dance much ufed, which is a kind of hunting out fome wild Beaft 
(which formerly in time of Hcathenifme was to bee facrificed to their Gods) to bee 
offered upunto theSaint. This dance hathmuch variety of tunes, with a fmall Te- 
panabaz, and many fhels of Tortoi's, or in ftead of them with pots covered with lea¬ 
ther, on which they ftrike as on Tepanabaz, and with the found of pipes; in this 
dance they ufe much.hollowingand noife and calling one unto another, and fpeak- 
ing by way of Stage play , fome relating one thing, fome another concerning the 
Beaft they hunt after; Thefe dancers are all cloathed like Beads, with painted skins 
of Lions, Tigers, Wolves, and on their heads fuch headpieces as may reprefentthe 
head of fuch Beads, and other weare painted heads of Eagles or Fowles of rapine, 
and in their hands they have painted Staves,Bils, Swords and Axes, wherewith they 
threaten to kill that Bead they huntafter. Others in ftead of hunting after a Beaft, 
hunt after a man, as Beads in a wilderneflelhouldhuntamanto kill him. This man 
that is thus hunted after mud bee very nimble and agil, as one flying for his life, and 
ftriking here and there*at the Beads for his defence, whom at lad they catch and 
make a prey of. As the Toncontin confids mod of walking and turning and leafurely 
bending their bodies, fothis dance doth wholly confid in aftion, running in a cir¬ 
cle round,fometimes out of circle, and leaping and ftriking with thofe tooles andin- 
ftrutnents which they have in their hand.This is a very rude (port,and full of ferieking 
and hideous noife,wherein I never delighted- Another Mexican dance they ufe,fome 
clothed like men, others like women, whichin Heathenifh times they did ufe with 
finging praifes unto their King or Emperour; but now they apply their fongsunto 
the King of Glory, or unto the Sacrament, ufmg thefe or commonly the like words 
with very little difference,and fome variety of praife, 

Salid Mexican# ^bailad Toncontin. 

Canfat# galanat en cuerpo gentil. And againe, 

Salid Mexican at bailad ‘toncontin. 

Al Key de la gloria tenemos aquu Thus they goe round dancing, playing in fome 
places very well upon their Guitarres, repeating now and then all together a verfe or 
two,and calling the Mexican Dames to come out to them with their gallant Mantles to 
fing praife unto their King of Glory. Befides thefe they have,and ufe our Morris dances, 
and Blackmore dances with Sonajas in their hands, which are a round fet of fmall 
Morris dancing bells, wherewith they make variety of founds to their nimble feet. 
But the dance which doth draw to it the peoples wondering is a Tragedy aflred by 
way of dance , as the death of St. Veter, or the beheading of John the Baptiji. In 
thefedances there is an Emperour, or a King Herod with their Queens clothed, ano¬ 
ther cloathed with a longloofeCoat who reprefents St. Peter t ot John the Baptiji, 
who whilft the reft danceth, walketh amongft them with a book in his hands, as if 
hee were faying his prayers , all the reft of the Dancers are apparelled like Cap- 
taines and fouldier s with Swords, Daggers, or Holbards in their hands. They 
dance at the fmnd of a fmall drum and pipes, fometimes round', fometimes 
in length forward, and have and ufe many fpeeches to the Emperour or King, and a- 
mong themfelves concerning the apprehending and executing the Saint. The King 
and Queen fit fometimes down to hear their pleading againft the Saint, and his plea¬ 
ding for himfelfe; and fometimes they dance with the reft; and the end of their 
dance is to crucifieSt. Peter downwards with his head upon a Crofle , or behead loon 
the Baptiji, having in readineffe a painted head in adifh, which they prefent unto 
the King and Queen,for joy whereof they all again dance merrily and fo conclude, ta¬ 
king down him that afted Peter from the Croffe. The Indiana that dance this dance 
moft of them are fuperftitious for what they do, judging as if it were indeed really a 
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and performed what onely is by way of dance reprefented. When I lived amongft 
them, it was an ordinary thing for him who in the dance was to aft St. Fmr or lohn 
the Baptijl, tocomefirftto Confeflion, faying they maft bee holy and pure like that 
Saint, whom they reprelent, and muft prepare themfelvesto die. So likewift hee 
that afted Herod or Herodias, and fome of the Souldiers that in the dance were to fpeak 
and to accufe the Saints, would afterwards come to confefleof thatfinne, and de¬ 
fire abfolution as from bloodguiltinefie. More particular paflages of the Indians ac¬ 
cording to my experience of them,l (hall in the Chapter following truly relate unto my 
Reader. 


CHAP. XX. 

Shewing how and why l departed out of Guatemala to learne the Poconchi 
language, and to live among the Indians ,and offome particular pajjages and 
accidents whilfi I lived there. 

S Aving read in the Univerfity of Guatemala for three years fpace a whole 
courfe of Arts, and having begun to read part of Divinity, the more I ftu- 
died and grew in knowledge, and the morel controverted by way of Argu¬ 
ments fome Truths and points of Religion, the more I found the Ipirit of 
Truth inlightening me,and difeovering unto me the lies,errors,faIfities and fuperftitions 
of the Church of Rome.My confidence was much perplexed, and wavering, and I defi- 
rous of fome good and full fatisfaftion: Which I knew might not bee had there; 
and that to profefle and continue in any opinion contrary to the Doftrineof Rome, 
would bring mee to the Inquifition,that Rack of tender Confidences, and from thence 
to no Ieflethen burning alive, in cafe I would not recant of whaf the true Spirit had 
infpired into mee. The point of Tranfiubftantiation, of Purgatory, of the Popes 
power and authority, of the merit of mans workeg, of his free Will to choole all foul- ' 
laving wayes, the fiacrifice of the Mafie, the hallowing the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper unto the Lay people, the Preifts power! to' abfolve from finne , the wor- 
fhlppingof Saints though with suxa*, as they call it, and not with and the 
Virgin Mary with a higher degree of worfliip then that of the Saints, which they 
call -igfftxtin, the ftrange lies and blafphemies which they call miracles recorded in the 
Legend and lives of their Saints, the infallibility of the Pope, and councell in defi¬ 
ning for truth and point of Faith, what in it lelfe is falfe and erroneous 5 thele points 
elpecially, with many more of Romes policies, and the lewd lives of the Preifls, Fryers, 
Nuns, and thole in authority, did much trouble and perplex my confidence, which I 
knew would bee better fatisfied if I could returne againe to my owne Countrey of 
England, where I knew many things were held contrary to theChurchof Rome, but 
what particulars they were, I could not tell, not having been brought up in the Pro- 
teftant Church,and having been fient young over to St.Omerj. Wherefore I earneftly ad- 
drefied my lelfe to the Provincial; and to the President of Guatemala, fora licence to 
come home, but neither of them would yeeld unto it, becaule there was a ftrift or¬ 
der of the King and Councdl, that no Preift fient by his Majefty to any of the parts 
of tb t India’s to Preach the Gofpell, ihould return againe to Spain till ten yeers were 
expired. Hereupon I feeing my fielf a prlfioner, and without hopes for the prelent 
©fleeing England in many yeers, refolved to flay no more in Guatemala, buttogoe 
out to learne fome Indian tongue, and to preach in fome of their Townes , where I 
knew more money might bee got to help mee home, when the time Ihould come,then 
it l did continue to live in the Cloifter of Guatemala. Yet in the mean time I thought 
it not unfit to write to Spain to a friend of mine an Englifk Fryer in San Lucar, called 
Fryer Pablode Londresto defire him to obtian for mee a Licenfie from the Court, and 
from the Generali of the Order at Rome, that I might return unto my Country. In 
this lealon there was in Guatemala, Fryer F raneifeo de Moran, the Prior of Ceban in the 
Province of VeraPaz, who was informing the Prefident and whole Chancery , how 
necelfary it was that fome Spaniards Ihould bee ayding and affifting him for the difeovery 
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of a way from thatCountry unto Jucatan, and for the fupprefling of fuch barbarous 
people and Heathens, as flopped his paflage,and did often invade Comelndian Towns 
of Chriftians.ThisMtt^wf being my fpeciall friend, and having been brought up in 
Spaine in the Cloifter of San Fab!o de Valladolid, where my felfe was firft entred Frier,) 
was very deiirous of lily company along with him,for the better bringing into Chrifli- 
anity thofe Heathens, and Idolaters, telling me that doubtlefle in a hew Countrey 
new treafure and great riches was like to be found, whereof no (mall (hareahd porti¬ 
on ftiould befall him and me for our pains and adventure. I was not hard to be per- 
fwaded, being above all defirous to convert to Chriftianity a people that had never 
heard of Chrifl; and fo purpofed to forfake that honour which I had in the Univer- 
fitie, for to make Chrift knowne unto that Heathenilh people. The Provincial! was 
gladtofeethis my courage,and fo with fome gifts and mony in my purfejfent me with 
Moran to the FeraPazin the company of 50. Spaniards, who were appointed by the 
Prefidentto aid and aflifl us* 

When we came to Coban we were well refrefhed and provided for a hard and dange¬ 
rous enterprize. From Coban we marched to two great Townes of Chriftians called 
St. Peter, and St. John, where were added unto us a hundred Indians for our further al- 
fiftance-From thefe Towns two daies journey wecould travail on Mules lately among 
Cht iftians and fome fmall villagesjbut after the two daies we drew neer unto the Hea¬ 
thens Frontiers,where there was no more open way for Mules, but we mull trufl unto 
our feet. We went up and down mountaines amongft woods for the (pace of two d des, 
being much difeouraged with the thickets and bardnefle of the way, and having no 
hope of finding out the Heathens. In the night we kept watch and guard for feare of 
enemies, and relolved yet the third day to goe forward. In the meuntaines we found 
many forts of fruits and in the bottomes fprings and brookes with many trees of Ca¬ 
cao and Achiotte. The third day we went on, and came to a low valley,in the miuft 
whereof ran a (hallow river, where wefoundfome UWilpa's or plantations of Maiz, 
Thefe were a teflimony unto us of fome Indians not far off, and therefore made us 
keep together and be in readinefle, if any affault or onfet ftiould be made upon us by 
the Heathens. Whilfl we thus travelled on, wefuddcnly fell upon halfe a dozen poore 
cottages, covered with boughes and plantin leaves, and in them wee found three In¬ 
dian women, two men and five young children, all naked, who faine would have 
elcaped, but they could not. We refrefhed our felves in their poore cottages and gave 
themof ourprovinon, which at the fir ft they refuled to eat, howling and crying and 
pulling, till Moran had better incouraged and comforted them, whole language 
they partly underftood. We clothed them and tooke them along with us, hoping 
to make them difeover unto us fome treafure or fome bigger plantation. But that day 
they were fofullen that we could get riothingout of them. Thuswe wenron,follow- 
ing fome tracks which here and there we found of Indianr, till it was alniolt evening; 
and then we did light upon above a dozen cottages more, and in them a matter of 
twenty men, women, and children, from whom we tooke fome bow« and arrowes, 
and found there ftore of pIantins,fome fi(h,and wild Vcnifon,wherewith w e refrefhed 
our felves. Thefe told us of a great Towne two daies journey off, which made us be 
very watchfull thatnight.Here I began with fome more of our company to be lick and 
weary, fo that the next day I was not able to goe any further; whereupon we reiol- 
ved to fet up our quarters there, and to lend out fome fcouts of Indians and Spaniards 
to dilcover the country, who found further more cottages and plantations of Maiz* 
of Chile,of Turkey beans,and Cottoa-wooil,but no Indians atall, for they were all 
fled. Our fcouts returned, and gave us fome incouragement from the pleafantnelfe 
of the Country; but withall wifhed us to be watchfull and carefull, for that certain¬ 
ly theflight of thofe Indians was a figne that our coming was noifed about the Coun¬ 
try. The next day we purpofed to move forward to that plantation which our fcouts 
haddifcovered, being ( as we were informed ) fafer and more open to forefee any 
danger ready to befall us. All thefe plantations lay alongby the river, where the fun 
was exceeding hot, which bad caufed feavers and a Auxin fome of us. With much 
Weari neffe and faintneffc T got that day to our journeys end, beginning now to repent 
mee of what I was ingaged in and on foot, and fearing fome fuddain danger,by reafon 
our coming was now known by the Indianr. The prifoners we had with us began to 
tell us of fome gold that they did fomedmes find in that river, andof a great lake yet 
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forward, abode which did inhabit many thoufand/»dna»./, who were very warlike 
and skilfull in their bows and arrows. Theoneincouraged fome, the otherniuch 
difeouraged the reft, who wifhed themfelves out of thofe woods and unknown places, 
and began to murmur againft Moran, who had been the caufe of their ingagenient in 
that great danger.Our night was let,and I and the reft of the fick Spaniards went to reft 
fomeupon the bare groundnut my leif and others in hamacca’s»which are of net work 
tiedattwopoftsor trees, and hanging in the aire, which with the leaft iijrring of the 
body, rockconeafleepasinaCradle. Thus I tooke my reft till about midnight- at 
which time our watches gave an alarm againft our approaching enemies, who w’here 
thought to be about a thoufand. They came defperately towards us, and when they 
faw they were difeovered, and our drums beat up>and our fowlingpeeces and muskets 
began to (hoot, they hollowed and cried out with a hideous noife, which uproar and 
fuddain affrightment, added fweat and fear to my feaver. But tMoran (who came to 
confefle with mee, and to prepare himfelfefor death or for feme deadly wound Jeom- 
fortedme, wifliing me to fear nothing, andtolieftill,forthatlcoulddoe them no 
good, and that leffe was my danger then I apprehended, becaufe our Souldiers had 
compaffed me about, fo that on no fide the Heathens could come in,and flie we could 
not withoutthe Ioffe of all our lives.The skirmi(h lafted not abovean hour, and then 
our enemies began to flie back. We tooke ten of them, and in the morning found 
thirteen dead upon the ground, and of ours five onely were wounded, whereof one 
died the next day. 

In the morning our Souldiers began to mutiny and to talke of returning back,fea- 
ring a worfe and more violent onfet that day or the night following, for fome of the 
Indians who were taken, told them plainly that if they went not away there would 
come fix or feven thoufand againft them. They told us further, that they knew well 
that the Spaniards. had all the country about, except that little portion of theirs, which 
they defired to enjoy quietly and peaceably, and not to meddle with us, but rather if 
we would fee their countrey and goe through it as friends, they would let us without 
doing us any hurtjbut if we came in a warlike manner to fight and to bring them into 
flavery, as we had done their neighbours,tbey were all refolved to die fighting rather 
then to yeeld.Withthel'e words our Souldiers were divided,fome with Moran were of 
opinion to try the Indians,*nd togo peaceably through their Country til they could 
come to fome Towne of Jucatan ; others were of opinion to fight, others to return 
back again, confidering their weakeneffe againft fo many thoufands of Indians as 
were in the Country. But that day nothing was agreed upon, for that we could not 
itir by reafon of the fick and wounded. So we continued there that night, and as the 
night be fore much about the fame time the enemies came againe upon us,but finding us 
ready and watching for them,they foone fled. In themoming we refolved to returne 
back,and Moran fent the Heathens word,that if they would let him goe through their 
country quietly to difeover fome land of Jucatan, he would after a few monthes come 
peaceably unto them with halfe a dozen Indians, no more, trufting his life upon them. 
Whom he knew if they wronged, all the Spaniards in the country would rife up a- 
gamft them, and not leave one alive. They anfwered that they would entertaine him, 
and any few Indians well and willingly, all which Moran and they performed accor- 
dingto their agreement the nextyeer following. 

Thus we returned that day backe the fame way that we hadcome 3 and I began to find 
my felt better,and my feaver to leave me. We carried with us fome of thofe young ch.il- 
dren whmh we hadtaken,to prefent them unto the Prefident of Guatemala. And in Coban 
theFriorMoran thought he might firft do God good fervice if he chriftened thofe youe 
children, faying thatthey might become Saints, and that afterwards their prayers 
might prevaile with God for the eonverfion of their parents and of all that country 
to Chriftianity. I could not but oppofe this his ignorance, which feemed much like 
unto that of the F tiers who entred America with Cortez, and inercafed after the con- 
quelt daily more in number, who boafted to the Emperour, that they had 
fome of them made above thirty thoufimd Indians Chriftians by baptizing them; 
Which truely they did asfheep are forced to the watersand driven to be wafhedjfo were 
Shofe firft Indians by thoufands fprinkled ( or if I may ufe their word, baptized>for 
they were driven by compulfion & force to the rivers,neither were they firft principled 
many grounds of beliefand Chriftianity, neither themfelves belesvers, nor children 
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of beleeving and faichfull parents. So would Moran chriften thefe children, though 
I told him that they ought not to partake of that facrament and Ordinance of C hrift, 
unlefle they were grounded in articles of Chriftianicy andbeleeved, or were children 
of beleeving parents. But as he had been brought up in errours, whereof that Church 
of Rome is a wide and fpatious neft, fo he would be obftinate in this point againft me 
and the truth, fprinkling with water thofe children, and naming them with names 
of Chriftians. After this he fent them well apparelled to the refidentof Guatemala, 
who commanded them to be kept, and brought up in the Cloifter of the Dominican 
Friers. 

I remained after this for a while in Coban, and in the Townes about, untill fuch 
time as the fhips came to theGulfe; whither I went with Moran to buy wines, cyle, 
iron, cloth and fuch things as the Cloifter wanted for the prefent. At which time 
th ere being a frigate ready to depart to TruxiBo ) fome occcafions drawing Moran thi • 
ther) Itookelhip with him. We ftaied not much above a week in that Port (which 
is a weak one,as the EngliJJa and Hollanders taking of it can witnefle) but prefently we 
thought of returning back to Guatemala by land through the countrey of Comayagua, 
commonly called Honduras.Thlt is a woody and mountainous countrey, very bad and 
inconvenient for Travellers,and befides very poore ; there the commodities are Hides, 
Canna fibula, and ZarzapariUa^nd fuch want of bread , that about Truxilio they make 
ufe of what they call Caffave, which is a dry root,that being eaten dry doth choak,and 
Therefore is (baked in broth,water,wine or Chocolatte,that fo it may go down.Within 
the Countrey, and efpecially about the City of Comay agua ( which is a Bsffiops feat, 
though a fmall place of fome five hundred inhabitants at the molt )there is more ftore 
of Maiz by reafon of fome Indians,v/hich are gathered to Townes,few and fmall. I 
found this Countrey one of the pooreft in all America.The chief place in it for health 
andgoudiiving isthe valley which is called Gracias a Dzpj, there are (bme rich farms 
of Cattle and Wheat; but becaufeitliethasneer to the Countrey of Guatemalans to 
Comayagua , and on this fide thewaies are better then on that, therefore more of 
that Wheat is tranfported to Guatemala and to the Townes about it,then to Comayagua 
or TruxiBo. From Truxilio to Guatemala there are between fourefcore and a hundred 
leagues, which we travelled by land,not wanting in a barren Countrey neither guides 
nor provifion, for the poore Indians thought neither their perfonall attendance, non 

any thing that they enjoyed too good for us. 

Thus we came again to Guatemala , and were by the Friers joyfully entertained, and 
by the Prefident highly rewarded, and by the City called true Apoftles, becaufe u e had 
ventured our lives for the difcovery of Heathens, and opened a way for their converfi- 
on, and found out the chief place of their refidence, and fent before us thofe children 
to the City, who witnefied with being in the Cloifter our pains and indeavours.A/orj* 
was fo puffed up with thePrefidents favour, and the popular applaufe,that he refolved 
in Guatemalato venture again his life, and, according to that meffage which he had 
fent before to the Heathen Indians, to enter amongft them in a peaceable way with 
halfe a dozen Indians. He would fain have had me gone with him ; but I confidered 
the hardneffe of the journey,which I thought I fhould not be able to perform on foot* 
and alfo I feared that the ’Barbarians might mutiny againft us for thofe children which 
we had brought ; and lafty I liked not the Countrey, w hich feemed poore and not for 
mypurpofe, to get sneanes fufficient to bring me home to England, which was the 
chicfeft thought and defire of my heart for the fatisfaftionof my confcience, which I 
found'ftiH unquiet. Wherefore 1 refolved to forfakc the company of my friend Moran 
andtodefift from new difcoveries of Heathens, and fuch difficult undertakings, which 
might endanger my health and life, and at laft bring noprofit, but only a little vain 
glory, fame and credit in that Countrey. I thought I might better employ my time, 
if I learned fome Indian tongue neerer to Guatemala, where I confidered the riches of 
the Townes,the readinefleof the Indians, and their willingneffe to further their Preifts 
wants; and laftly, their ignorance in fome points of Religion, which I thought I 
might help and clear with fome found doarin,and with preaching Chrift crucified un¬ 
to them,and bringing them unto that rock of ecernall bliffe and falvation.I trufted m 
my friends fo much ,that I knew it would not be hard for tae to take my choice of any 
place about Guatemala 5 from whence I might facilitate my returne to England, and 
Write to Spain, and have every yeer an anfwer eafier then any where elfe. 1 opened my 
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mind unto the Provincial] (who was ihen at Guatcmalajmd he prefentiy and willingly 
condefcended to my requeft, and counselled me to learn the Pocsnchi language,(where- 
cf I had already got fomegrotinds in the Vera Paz) which is moftufed about Guate - 
mala, and alfois much pra&ifed inVera Paz, and in the Countrey of San Salvador. 
Hepromifed tofersd me to the Town of Petapa, to learne there the language, with a 
fpeciall f riend of his named Frier Peter Molina, who was very old, and wanted the 
help and company of Come younger perfon to eafe him in the charge that lay upon 
him, of fogreataTowne, and many Travellers that paffed that way. TheProvin- 
ciallasif he had knownemy mind, pitched upon my very hearts defire ; and thus two 
weeks before Midjtimmer day I departed from Guatemala to Petapa, which is fix leagues 
from thence, and there fetled my fclfe to learn that Indian tongue.The Friers of rhofe 
parts that are any way skilful in the Indian languages,have compofed Grammars 8t Di- 
ftionaries for the better furthering of others who may fupply their places after their 
deceafejbutwhilft they live are unwilling to teach the languages unto others, left their 
fchollers (hould after a good and well grounded knowledge of the tongues, fupplant 
their own Mafters, and be means of takingfromthem that great profit which they 
have by living as Curates in the Indian Townes. Yet this old Molina confidering him- 
felfe in yeers,and for his good friends fake the Provinciall,was not unwilling to accep 
of my company, and to impart unto me what knowledge he had got by many yeers 
practice of the Poconcbi tongue. He gave me therefore a fliort abftraft of all the rudi¬ 
ments belonging unto it,which did confift chiefely of declining Nounes,and conjuga¬ 
ting Verbs, ( which I eafily learned in the firft fortnight that I had been with him)and 
then aDiftionary of Indian words, which w'as all the reft of my ftudy to get with¬ 
out book, untill I was able of my felfe to preach unto the Indian), which with much 
eatineffe I obtained by difcourfing and conferring with them, what with my private 
ftudy I had learned. 

After the firft fix weeks Molina writdowne for me in the tongue a ftiort exhortation, 
which he expounded tome, and wifhed me to learne it without booke,which 1 prea¬ 
ched publikely upon the feaft of St. James. After this he gave me another Iborc ex¬ 
hortation in Spanifb, to be preached j. on the fifteenth of Juguft, which he made me 
tranflate into the Indian tongue, and he corre&ed in it what he f ound amifie, where¬ 
with I was a little more emboldened, and feared not to (bew my felfe in publick to the 
Indians. T his praftice 1 continued three or four times untill Michaelmas , preaching 
what with his help I had tranflated out of Spanijh , untill I was able to talke with the 
Indians alone, and to make mine own Sermons. After Michaelmas Molina being not 
a little vain glorious of what he haddone with me, in perfecting me in an unknowne 
tongue in fo fhort a fpace ,which was very little above one quarter ofthe yeer, writ un¬ 
to the Provincial! acquainting him of what paines he had taken with me, and of the 
good fuccefle of his endeavours, alluring him that I was now fit to take a charge of 
Indians upon me, and to preach alone, further defiring him that he would beftow up¬ 
on me fome Indian.To'vsne and Benefice, where I might by conftant preaching pra- 
aice and further that which with fo much facility 1 had learned. The Provincial! 
( who had alwaies been my friend ) needed not fpurs to ftir him up to fhew more and 
more his love and kindneffeuntome ; but immediately fent me order to goe unto the 
two Townes of Mixco and P inola, and to take charge of the Indians in them, and to 
give quarterly an account of what I received thence unto the Cloifter of Guatemala , 
unto which all that valley did appertaine. All the Indian Townes and the Friers that 
live in them arefubordinate unto fome Cloifter ; and the Friers are called by their Su- 
periours to give up for the Cloifters ufe what monies they have fjaared, after their own 
and their fervants lawfull maintenance. Which Order yet in Peru is not obferved, 
for there the Friers who are once benefited in Indian Tow ns, depend not upon any 
Cloifter, but keep all that they get for themfelves, and fo receive not from their Cloi¬ 
fters any clothing, or help for their provifion, neither give they any account to their 
Superiours, but keep, clothe and maintain themfelves, with w hat offerings and other 
duties fall unto them from the Indians- which is thecaufe that the Friers of Peru are 
the ticheft in all the Indids-^nd live not like Friers but rather like Lords,and game and 
Dice publikely without controul. But the Friers of Guatemala.Guaxaca/a nd Mexico, 

though they have enough and more then is well futable to their vow and profeflion 
of poverty, yet they enjoy not the liberty of thsPeruan Friers in their Indian Bene¬ 
fices; 
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for what is over and above their expences,they give to their Super! ours,and from them 
they receive every month a jar of wine, of in Arrobeanda halfe, and every yeer a 
new habit with other clothing. Yet with what I have faid I muft not excufe the Fri* 
ers of Guatemala from liberty,and the enjoyment of wealth and riches ; for they alfo 
game and fport, and fpend, and fill their bags,and where in their accounts and recko¬ 
nings to the Cloifters they might wellgive up ina yeer five hundred Crownes befides 
their own expvnces, they give up peradventure three hundred,' and ufurpe the reft for 
themfelvc?,and their vain and idle ufeSj and trade and tratfique under hand with Mer¬ 
chants againft their vow of poverty. 

With this fubordination therefore^which I have (hew-d ) unto the Prior and Cloiftcr 
of Guatemala, was I fent to preach unto the Indians of Mixco and Pinola, from whence 
for my fake was removed an old Frier of almoft fourlcore yeers of age, and called to 
his Cloifter to reft, who was notable to performe the charge which lay upon him of 
two Townes, three leagues diftant one from another. The (etled means for mainte¬ 
nance which I enjoyed in thefe Townes, and the common offerings and duties which 
I received from the Indian! was this. In Mixco I was allowed every moneth twenty 
Crownes, and in Fimla fifteen, which was punctually payed by the Alcaldes and 
Regidores, Maiorsand Jurates, before the end of the moneth; for which payment 
the Townes (owed a common peece of land with Wheat or Maiz,and kept their book 
of accounts, wherein they fet downe what crops they yeerly received, what monies 
they tookeinfor thefaleof their Corne, andinthefamebookelwas to write downe 
what every moneth I received from them $ which booke at the yeers end they were to 
prefent to be examined by fome officer appointed thereunto by the Court of Guatemala. 
Befides this monthly allowance, I had from the Sodalities of thefoules in Purgatory 
every week in each Town two Crownes for a Mafle; every moneth two.CroWnes in 
‘Pimlaupon thefirftfunday of the moneth from the Sodalitie of theRofary; and in 
A/ixo? likewife every month from three Sodalities of theRofary of the Virgin Mary % 
which were there belonging unto the Indians, the Spaniards , and the Blacl^mres, two 
Crownes a peece. Further from two more Sodalities belonging to the Vera Cruz,, or 
theCroffe of Chrift, every moneth two Crownes a peece. And in Mixco froma So¬ 
dality of the Spaniards belonging to St.Nicolas de Tolentino,two Crowns every month. 

And from a Sodality of St. Bias in Pinola every moneth two more Crownes 5 and fi¬ 
nally in Mizco from a Sodality entituled of St. Jacirstbo every moneth yet two 
Crownes; befides fome offerings of either mony,fow!cs, or candles,upon thofe daies 
whereon thefe Maffes were fung •, all which amounted to threefcore and nine Crowns 
a month,which was furely fetled and paid before the end of the moneth. Befides from 
what I have formerly faid of the Saints ftatues which doe belong unto the Churches, 
and do; there conftantly bring both mony, fowles, candles, and other offerings 
upon their day, unto thePreift, the yeerly revenues which I had in thofetwo Towns 
will appear not to have been fmall; for in Mixco there were in my time eighteen Saints 
Images, and twenty in P inola ; which brought unto me upon their day four Crowns 
a peece for Maffeand Sermon,and proceffion, befides fowles, Turkeys and Cacao , 
and theofferings before the Saints,which commonly might bee worth at lead three 
Crowns upon every Saints day,which yeerly amounted to at lead two hundredth ree- 
fcore and fix Crownes. Befides the Sodalities of the Rofary of the Virgin, 

(which as I have before faid were foure, three in Mixco , and one in Pivo/<j)upon five 
feverall feafts of the yeer (which are moftobferved by the Church of Rome ) brought 
unto me four Crownes, two for the dayes Maffe, and two for a Maffe the day fol¬ 
lowing, which they call the Anniverfarie for the dead, who had belonged unto thofe 
Sodalities, which befides thofe daies offerings ( which fometimes were more , foriie- 
timesleffe ) and the prefents of fowles and Cacao, made up yeerly fourfeore 

Crowns more. Brfidesthis; the two Sodalities of the Vera Cruz upon two feafts of 
theCroffe ; the one upon the fourteenth of September, the other upon the third of May, 
brought four Crownes a peece for the Made of the day, and the Annivcrfary Mafle 
following,and upon every Friday in Lent twoCrownes,which in the whole yeer came 
to four and fourty Crownes; all which above reckoned,was as a fure rent in thofe two 
Townes. But, (hould I fpend time tp reckon up what befides did accidentally fall, 
would be tedious. The Chriltmts offerings in both thofetwo Townes $ Were worth 
to ms when I lived there at Ieaft fourty Crownes. Thurfday and Friday offerings be- 
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fore Eafter day were about a hundred Crownes* all Soules day offerings commonly 
worth fourefcore Crownes ; and Candlemas day offerings commonly forty more. 
Betides what was offered upon the Feaft of each Town by all the Country which came 
In, which in Mixco oneyeer was worth unto mee in Candles and money fourefcore 
Crownes, and in tinola (as I reckoned it) fifty more. The Communicants (every 
one giving a Riall) might make up in both Towns at leaft a thoufand Rials; and the 
Confeffions in Lent at feaft a thoufand more,be tides other offerings of Eggs,Hony,Ca- 
cao, Fowles and Fruits. Every Chriftening brought two Rials,every Marriage’two 
Crowns,every ones death two Crowns more at leaft; and fome in my time dyed,who 
would leave ten or twelve Crownes for five or fix MalTes to bee fung for their 
lbules. 

Thus are thole fooles taught that by the Preifts finging their fotileS are delivered 
from weeping, and from the fire and torments of Purgatory; and thus by finging all the 
yeerdoe thole Fryers charme fromthe poore Indians and their Sodalities and Saints 
an infinite treafure wherewith they inrich themlelves and their Cloifters; as may bee 
gathered from what I have noted bymyowne experience in thofe two Townes of 
Mixco and Pinola, (which were farre infetiour yet to Pttapa and Amatitlan in the 
fame Valley, and not to bee compared in offerings and other Church duties to ma¬ 
ny other Townes about that Country) which yet yeeldedunto mee with the offer¬ 
ings call: into the Chefts which flood in the Churches for the fouls of Purgatory,and 
with what the ZWw/w offered when they came to fpcake unto mee (for they never 
vifitjthe Preift with empty hands)and with what other Maffe ftipends did cafually come 
in, the fummeof at leaft two thoufand Crownes of Sfanijh money, which might 
yeerly mount to five hundred Englifb pounds. I thought this Benefice might bee a 
fitter place fqrmecto livein, then in the Cloifter of Guatemala , wearying out my 
braines with points of falle grounded Divinity for to get onely the applaufe of the 
Scholars of the llniverfity, and now and then fome fmall profit; which I thought I 
might looke after as well as the reft of my profeflion, nay with more reafon, for that 
I intended to return to England, and I knew I fhould have little help for fo long a 
journey in leaving there my friends, if fo bee that I made not my mony my beft freind 
to a (lilt mee by Sea and Land. My firft indeavour was to certifie my felfe from the 


dic,and to get thanks from the Cloifter by giving more then any before me had given.I 
found that four hundred crowns had been the moft that my old Predeceffour had given 
yeerly in his Accounts; and that before him little more was ufually given from thofe 
two Towns;Wherenpon I took occafion once in difeourfe with the Prior of Guatemala 
to aske what hee would willingly expeft from mee yeerly whilft I lived in thofe two 
T owns ; to which he replyed that if I upheld for my part the Cloifters ufuall and veerlv 
Revenues, giving what my Predeceffour had given, he would thanke me, and expeft 
no more from mee, and that the reft that befell mee in thofe Towns, I might fpend it 
in Books, Piftures, Chocolattee , Mules, and Servants; to which I made reply.that 
I thought 1 could live in that Benefice creditably enough,and yet give from it more to the 
Cloifter then ever any other before mee had given, and that I would forfeit my conti¬ 
nuing there if I gave not to the Cloifter every year four hundred and fifty Crowns.The 
Pnor thanked mee heartily for it, and told meelihould not want for wine, (wilhing 
fnee to fend for it every moneth) nor for clothing, which hee would every yeer once 
beftowupon me. This I thought would fave> great part of my charge Sj and that I was 
well provided for as long as I lived in the India's. And here I defire, that England may 
take notice how a Fryer that hath profeffed to be a Mendicant, being beneficed in Ami 
m*, may live with foure hundred pounds a yeer cJeare,and,fome with much more,with 
molt of his doathmg given him befides, and the moft charge of his wine fupplyed, 
with the abundance of Fowles, which coft him nothing, and with fiich plenty of 
Beef » hi r Id * h, ^ h J5 te ?n P?und for three pence ? Surely well may hee game, buy 
S^ujes, fhrnifh hischamber with hangings, and rich pi-dares, and Cabinets, yea 
a nd peeces ofeight, and after all trade in the Court 
of Madrid for a Mitre and fat Bilhoprick, which commonly is the end of thofe proud 
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After I was once fetled in thefe my two Townes, my firftcare was to provide rr,y 
felfe of a good mule, which might foon and eafily carry mee (as often as occalion cal¬ 
led) from theone Towneto the other. I foon foundoucone, which coft mee foure- 
rcoreCrownes, which ferved my turn very well, to ride fpeedily the nine miles croffe 
the Valley, which were between the two Townes. Though my chief ftudy here was 
to perfect my felfe in the Indian tongue, that I might the better preach unto them,and 
be wellunderftood $ yet 1 omitted not to fearch out the Scriptures daily, and coad- 
dift my felfe unto the Word of God, which I knew would profit mee more then all 
thole riches and pleafures of which for a while I faw I rnu(tenioy,till my ten yeer$ 
were fully expired,and Licence trom Rome or Spain granted for me to return to England 
which I began fpeedily to foliicite by mcanes of one Captain Ifidto Ae Zepeda , a SeviU 
Merchant and Matter ofoneofthe Ships, which came that firft yeer that I was fetled 
in Mixco with Merchandize for Guatemala ■ By thisCaptain(who paffed often through 
the Valley) l writ unto myfriendsin Spain and had anltvers, though at firft to little 
pur pole, which did not a little increafe the troubles of my Confcience , which were 
great,and fuch whereof the wife man faid,A Wounded Confcience who can'bear > My 
friendthip with this Captain Zepeda was fuch, thatl broke my mind unto him,dcljring 
him to carry mee in his Ship to Spain-, which he refufed todoe,telling me the danger be 
might bee in,if complaint fhould be made to the Prefidentof Guatemala, and wiftiingme 
to continue where I was,& to ftore my felf with mony that I might return with Licence 
and credit.I refolved therefore with David in the 1 6 ffaland the S.V.to let the Lord al- 
wayes before me, and to choofe him for my onely comfort, and to relie npon his provi¬ 
dence who I knew only could order things for my good,and could from America bring 
me home to the Houfc of Salvation,and to the hou^iold of Faith, from which Iconic 
dered my felf an exile, and farre banifhed. In the mean time I lived five full yeers in 
the two Townes of Adixca and Pinola. Where I had more occaflon to get wealth 
and mpney, then ever any that lived there before mee ; forthe firft yeer of my abiding 
there it pleated God to fend one of the plagues of Sgipt to that Country, which was 
of Locufts, which I had never teen till then. They were after the manner of our 
Grafhoppers, but fomewhatbigger, which did flye about in number Co thick and in¬ 
finite that they did truly cover the face of the Sun and hinder the fhining forth of 
the beames of that bright planet. Where they lighted either upon trees or Handing 
Corn, there nothing was expe&ed bnt ruine,deftruftion and barrennefle* for the corn 
they devoured, the leaves and fruits oftrees they eat and confumed, and hung fo thick 
upon the branches,that wich their weight they tore them from the body .The high waies 
werefo covered with them rhat theyftartlcd the travelling Mules with their fluttering 
about their head and feet? my eyes were often ftruck with their wings as I rid along, 
and much a doe I had to fee my way, whatwithaMontero wherewith I wasfaineto 
cover my face, what with the flight of them which were ftill before my eyes. 

The Farmers towards the South Sea Coaft,cryed out for that their Indigo which 
was then in graffe, was like to bee eaten up 5 from the Ingenio’s of Sugar, the like 
moan w as made,that the young and tender Sugar Canes would bee deftroyed; but a- 
bove all grievous was the outcry of the husbandmen of the Valley where I lived,who 
feared that their Corn would in one night be fwallowed up by that devouring Legion. 
The care of the Magtftratewas that the Townes of Indians fhould allgoe out into 
the fields with ; Trumpets, and what other inftruments they hadtomake anoife, and 
fo to affright them fromthofe places which weremoftconfiderable and profitable to 
the Common-wealth; and ftrange it was to fee how the loud noife of the Indians and 
founding of the Trumpets, defended fome fields from the feare and danger of them. 
Where they lighted in the Mountaines and High wayes, there they left behind them 
their young ones, which were found creeping upon the ground ready to threaten 
with a fecond yeers plagues if not prevented* wherefore all the Townes were called 
with Spades, Mattocks and Shovels to dig longTrenches and therein to bury all the 
young ones. 

Thus with much trouble to the poor c Indians, and their great paines (yet after 
much hurt and Ioffe in many places)was that flying Peftilence chafed away out of the 
Country tothe South Sea, where it was thought to beeconfumed by theOcean, and 
to have found a grave in the waters, whilft the young ones found it in the Land. 
Yet they were not all fo buried, but that fhortty fome appeared, which not be¬ 
ing 
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ing fo many in number as before were with the former diligence loon overcome. 
But whilft all this fearewas, ihefc outcries were made by the Country and 
this diligence performed by the Indians, the Preifts got well by it ; for every 
where Proceflions were made, and Maffes fung for tile averting t>f that Plague. 
In Mix'o moft of the idols werecarryed to the field, efpecially the piftures 
of our Lady, and that of St. Nicolas T olentine, in whofe name the Church of 
Rems doth ufe to blefielittle Breads and Waferswith the Saint ftamped upon them; 
which they thinkareable to defend them from Agues, Plague, Peftilence, Contagion, 
or any other great and imminent danger. There was fcarce any Spanijb Husbandman 
who in this occafion came not from the Valley to the Town of Mixes with his offering 
to this Saint, and who made not a vow to havea Maffe fung unto Saint Nicolas j they 
all brought breads to bee blefled, and carryed them back to their Farmes, fome calling 
them into their Corn, foine bury ing them in their hedges and fences, ftrongly trs- 
fling in Saint Nicolas , that his bread would havepowerto keepe the Locuft out of 
their fields; and foatthelaft thofelimple, ignorant, andblindedfoules, when they 
faw the Locufts departed and their Com fafe, cried cut to our Lady fome, others to 
Saint Nicolas, M agio, aMiracIe, Judging the Saint worthy of praife more then God, 
and performing to himtbeir vows of Mafles, which in their feare and trouble they 
had vowed, by which erroneous and idolatrous devotion of theirs ! got that yeer ma¬ 
ny more Crownes then what before I have numbred from the Sodalities. The next 
yeere following, all that country was generally infefted with a kinde of contagious 
fickneffe,a]moft as infeftious as the Plague, which they call Tabardillo, and was aFea- 
verinthe very inward parts and bowels, which fcarce continued to the feventh day, 
but commonly tooke them awayjrfrom the world to a gravethethe third or fifth day. 
The filthy fmell and ftench which came from them,which lay fickofthis difeafe was 
enough to infeft the reft of the houfe, andall that came to feethem ; Itrotted their 
very mouths and tongues, and made them as black as a coal before they died. Very 
few Spaniards were infefted with this Contagion; but the Indians generally were ta¬ 
ken with it. It was reported to have begun about Mexico , and to have fpread from 
Town to Town, tillitcameto Guatemala, and went on forwards; and fo like wife did 
the Locufts the yeer before,marchingasit were from Mtxico over all the Country. I 
vifited many that died of this infeft ion, ufing no other Antidote againft it, faveonely 
a handkercheif dipped inVinegertofmell unto, and I thanke God Iefcapcd where 
many dyed. In Mixco, I buried ninety young and old,and in Pinela above an hundred i 
and for all thefe that were eight yeere old, or upwards,I received two Crownes fora 
Maffe for their foules delivery out of Purgatory. See good Reader, whether the con¬ 
ceit of Purgatory have not been a maine policy of Rome to enrich the Preift and Clergy, 
with Maffe ftipends from fuch as die,making them beleeve that nothing elfe can helpe 
their foules if once plunged into that conceited fire; Where thou maift fee that Onecon- 
tagious ficknefle in two fmsll Townes of Indians brought untome inlefle then half a 
yeer neere a hundred pounds for Maffes,for almoft two hundred that died. Nay fuch 
[it the greedy covetoulnefle of thofe Preifts, that they will receive three or four Mafle 
ftipends for one day, making the people beleevethat the fame Mafle may bee offered up 
for many, and doc one foule as much good as another. Thus with the Plague of Lo¬ 
cufts, and the contagion of ficknefle,for the firft two yeers together had I an occafion 
to enrich my felf, as did other Preifts my neighbours. But think not that becaulefo 
many died, therefore the Towns growing leffe my offerings for the future were Ieflen- 
ed. The Encomendero’s or Lords of the two Towns took care for that, who, that 
they might not lofe any part of that Tribute which was formerly paid unto them, 
prefently after the ficknefle wasceafed, caufed them to bee numbred, and ( as I have in 
the Chapter before obferved) forced to marriage all that were twelve yeers and up¬ 
wards of age; which alfowasanew ftreanie of Crownes flowing into my bagges;for 
from every couple that were married I had alfo two Crownes befides other offerings, 
and in both the Towns, I married in that occafion above fourefcore Couple. Truly 
by all this,I thank the Lord, I was more ftrengthened in my conceit againft the Church 
of Rome, andnotwith ihatgreedinefieof that Lucreintifed to continue in it, though 
I found the preferments therefarregreaterthen any might bee in theChurcH of En¬ 
gland, w here I knew nothing was to bee got withfinging, or hudltngovera Made; 
But yet though for the prefent my profic was great, my eyes were open to fee the er- 
rcurs whereby that profit camefo plentifully to mee, and to all that crew of Idola¬ 
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trous Preifts; The judgments ceafcd not here in that Country in my time; but after 
this contagion there was fuch an Inundation of rain that the hu 5 bandmen feared a^ain 
the Ioffe of all their Corn. At noonetiale the darke clouds for a month together be¬ 
gan to thicken and cover the face of the heavens, powringdown fuch ftormy (howres 
asfwept away much Corn, and many poore Cottages of Indians-, befides theraine, 
the fiery thunder bolts breaking through the clouds threatned a dolefull judgement 
to all the Country. In the Valley of Mixco two riding together were ftricken dead 
from their Mules, the Ghappel of our L ady of Carmel in the frme valley was burnt 
to the ground, and likewifetwohonfesat the river of Vacaf. In Petapa another flafh 
of lightning , or thunderbolt fell into the Church upon the high Altar,cracking the 
walls in many places, running from Altar to Altar, defacing all the gold, and lea¬ 
ving a print and ftamp w here it had gone without any more hurt. In the Cloifter of 
the Franciicans in Guatemala, a Frier deeping upon his bed after dinner, was ftricken 
dead,his body being left all blacke as if it had been burnt with fire , and yet no figne 
of any wound about him. Many accidents happened that yeer which was 1632 . all 
about the Countrey. But my felfe was by thefafe protection of the Almighty won¬ 
derfully faved ; for being ori a Saturday at night in Mixco trembling and tearing,and 
yet tiuftinginmyGod, and praying unto him in my chamber, one flafh of light- 
nin g or thunderbolt fell clofe to the Church wall to which my chambei joyned, and 
killed two Calves, which were tied to a poll in a yard, to be flatightered the next mor¬ 
ning. The lightning wasfb ri'eer and teriiblethat it feemed to have fired all my houfe, 
and flrucke me downe unto the ground, where I lay as dead for a great while; when I 
came again to my felt,I heard many Indians about my houfe,who were come to fee if 
either it or the Church were fer on fire. This ftormy feafon brought me alio much 
profit, for £ as formerly ) the Spaniards of the valley and the Indians betcoke them- 
lelves to their Idol Saintscarrying them about in proceflion, which was not done 
without mony, which they call their almes unto their Saints, that they may the bet¬ 
ter be heard and intreated by them. 

The ‘ummer following there was more then the ordinary earthquakes, which 
were fo great that yeer in the Kingdome or Peru . that <> wnoie City called Truxillo 
wasfwallowed up by theearth which opened it felfe, andalmoft all the people were 
loft, whiift they wereat Church worlhiping and praying unto their Saints. Thehurt 
they did about Guatemala was not Co much as in other places > only fome few mud 
walls were fhaken downe, and fome Churches cracked ; which made the people fear 
and betake themfelves again to their Saints, and empty their purfes before them for 
Mafles and proceflions, left the danger (hould prove as great, as was that oi the great 
earthquake which happened before my coming into that Country. Thefe earthquakes 
when they begin are more often, then long, for they laft but for a while, Airring the 
earth with three motions , firftontheonefide, then on the other, and tvith the third 
motion they feem to fit it right againe. If they fhould continue, theywoulddoubt- 
leflehurle downe to the ground any fteeple or building though never fo great, and 
ftrong. Yet at this time in Mixco fome were fo violent, that they made the fteeple 
bend fo much that they made the bellsfound J was fo ufed unto them that many times 
in my bed I would not Air for them. Yet this yeer they brought me to fuch a feare, 
that had not the Lord been a prefent refuge to me in time of trouble I had utterly been 
undone. For being one morning in my chamber ftudying, fo great and fuddain was 
an earthquake, that it made me run from my tableto a window, fearing that before I 
could get down the ftaires, the whole houfe might fall Upon my head, the window 
was in a thicke wall vaulted upwards like an arch ( which the Spaniards hold to be the 
fafeft place if a houfe (hould fall) where I expe&ed nothing butdeath; as foon as I 
gotunderit, the earthquakeceafed, though my heart ceafed not to quake with the 
fuddain affrightment. WhilftI wasmufingand thinking what to doe, whether I 
fhould run downe to the yard, or continue where I was, therecamea fecond fhaking 
worfe then the firft. I thought with my felfe if the houfe fhould fall, the Arch would 
notfave nay life, and that I fhould either be ftifled or throwne out of the window, 
which was not very low and necr unto the ground, but fomewhat high wide open, 
having no glafle cafementtsbut woodden fhuts,( fuch as there are ufed)and if f leaped 
out of the window, I might chance to breake a leg, or alimbe, yet fave my life. The 
fuddainnefle of the aftonifhment tooke front me thebeft and moft mature deliberation 
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in fuch a cafe ; and in the midft of thefe my troubled and perplexed thoughts a third mo¬ 
tion came as violent as the former, wherewith I had now fet one foot in the window (;o 
leap down.had not the fame Lord(to whom "David faidin the 4 6 Ff. v. 2 .Therefore will 
not wee feare , though the earth bee moved ) by his wonderfoll providence fpoken 
both to mee and to the moving earth, faying as in the 10 . Verfe, Beeftill and know 
that am I God; for certainly had it gone on to a fourth motion,I had by calling down 
ray felf broke either my neck, or a legge,or fome other joynt. Thus was I twice faved 
by my good God in Mixco , and in Pinola I was once no lefie in danger in lofing a leg 
by means ofafmaller inftrument then is aflea. 

ThisTowneof Pinola in the Indian language is called Panac ; Fan , fignifieth in, or 
amongft, Cac , fignifieth three thinges; for it fignifieth the fire, or a fruit other- 
wife called guiava ; or thirdly, a fmall vermine , commonly called by the Spaniards, 
Nigua • which is common over all the India?j } but more in fome places then in others. 
Where there are many hogs, there is ufually much of this fort of vermine. The Spa¬ 
niards report th&t many of tbeSouldiersof Sir Francis Drak,e died of them, when 
they landed about Nombre deD ios 3 and marched up the high Mountaines of St. Pablo 
towards Panama, who feeling their feet to itch, and not knowing the caufe thereof, 
fcratched them fo much, till they feftred, and atlaft, (if this report be true)coft them 
their lives. Some fay, they breed in all places, high and low, upon Tables,Beds,and 
upon the ground; but experience fheweth the contrary, that they onely breed upon 
the ground, for where thehoufesare fluttilh, and not often fwept, there commonly 
they are moll felt 5 and in that they ulually get into the Feet and Shooes, and feldome 
into the hands or any other part of the body, argues that they breed upon the ground. 
They are lefle then the lead Flea, and can fcarce bee perceived, and when they enter in¬ 
to the Foot,they make it burn and itch ; and if then they bee looked to, they appeare 
black,and no bigger then the point of a pin, and with a pin may eafily bee taken out 
whole; but if part of them bee left, the (mailed part will doe as much harm 
as the whole, and will get into the fidh. When once they are got in, they breed a 
little bagge in the flelh,and in it a great many Nits, which increafe bigger and bigger to 
the bignefle of a great Pea j then they begin again to make the Foot itch, which if it be 
fcratched, fallethto feftering,and fo indangereth the whole Foot. Some hold it belt 
to take them out when they caufe the firft itching and are getting in; butthis is hard 
to doe, becaufe they can hardly then bee perceived , and ithey are apt to bee broken. 
Therefore others commonly let them alone,untill they bee got into the flefb, and have 
bred a bag with nits, which like a blitter (heweth it felf through the skinne, and then 
with the point of a pin, they dig round about the bag, till they can with the pins point 
take it out whole,if it bee broken,it comes to breed againe; if it bee taken out whole, 
then they put in a little Eare wax, or afhes where the bag lay, and with that the hole is 
healed up againe in a day or two. The way to avoid this vermines entering into the 
foot,is to lay both ftioos and (lockings,or whatfoever other clothing upon fome ftool or 
chair high from the ground,and not to go bare-foot ; which yet is wonderfoll in the In¬ 
dians therofelves, that though they cmmonly doe goe barefoot, yet they are feldome 
troubled with them , which is attributed to the hardneffeof their skin;for certainly 
were they as tender footed and skinned as arethofe that wear both (hoos and ftockins, 
they would be as much troubled with them as thefe are .Pancac or Pinolajs much fubjeft 
to this Vermin,or Nigua 3 and I found it by wofu|I experience, for at my firft comming 
thither not knowing well the quality of it,I let one breed fo long in my foot, and conti¬ 
nued fcratching it,untill my footcame to be fo feftered,that I was fain tolietwo whole 
months in a Chirurgions hand, and at laft through Gods great mercy and goodneffe to 
me 1 loft not a Limbe.But that the Providence of Gad may be known to me the word of 
all his Creatures, living in fo farre a Country from all my friends, and from me may be 
related unto future Generations, before I conclude this Chapter, I (hall further (hew 
both my dangers and deliverances. Though true it is, rood of the Indians are but for¬ 
mally Chriftians, and onely outwardly appear fuch, butfecretly are given to witchcraft 
and idolatry, yet as they were under my charge, I thought by preaching Chrift unto 
them, and by cheriftiingthem, and defending them from the cruelty of the Spaniards ,1 
might better worke upon them to bring them to more knowledge of fome truths, at 
lead concerning God and Chrift. Therefore as I found them truely l oving, kind and 
bountiful] unto mee, fo I indeavoured in all occafions to fliew them love by commifc* 
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rating their fu&:rings,andtaking[their part againftany Spaniard that wronged them,and 
keeping conihntly in my Chamber fuch drugs(as hot Waters, Annifecd and wine and 
the like; which I knew might molt pleafe them, when they came to fee mee, andmoft 
comfort them, when they were fick or grieved. This my love and pity towards them 
had almoft inPmolacoA mee my life $ For an Indian of that Town fervinga Spaniard 
named Franafco de Montenegro ^ f who lived a mile and a half from thence) was once fo 
pittifully beaten and wounded by hisMafter, for that hee told him hee would com- 
P la i n . to , n . lee that hee . P a y«J hlm not h i s wa ges,that he was brought home to the Town, 
and had 1 not out of my charity called tor a Chirurglon from Petapa to cure him he 
had certainly dyed. I could not but complain for the poor Indian unto the Prefident 
ofquatmah, who refpeaingmy complaint, ftntfor my Spaniard to the City, im- 
onioned him, and kept him clofe until! the Indian was recovered, and fowith a Fine 
ftnt him back againe. In a Sermon further I prefled this home unto the neighbouring 
Spaniards, warning them of the wrongs & abufes which they offered unto the poor In- 
dtans ,winch 1 told them I would put up no more then any injury done Unto my lelf.for 
that I looked upon them as Neophytes and new plants of Chriftianity,who Were not 
to be difcouragcdjbut by all means of love incouraged to come to Chrift ; withall I com¬ 
manded all the Indians that had any wrong done unto them , to cotne unto mee af- 
furing them that I would make filch a complaint for them as (hould bee heard,as they 
might perceive I had lately done to fome purpofe. This Sermon flock fo in Montenegro 
his ftomack, that (as I was informed) hee made an Oath, that hee would procure my 
death. I hough it Was told mee; yet I could hardly beleeve it, judging it to be more 
a bravery and a vaine boafting ofaSpaniard.then anything elfe ; Yet by the advice of 
fome friends I wascounfelled to looke to my felfe, which yet I flighted , untill ond 

.V. boyes and Indians that ferved in ray houfecame running to my chamber door* 
wiftnng mee to look to my felfe, and not to come out, for that Montenegro was come 
into my Yard with a naked fword to kill mee. I charged them from within to Call 
the Officers of the Towne to aid and affift mee; but in the mean while my furious 
Spaniard perceiving himfelfe difeovered left the Town. With this 1 thought of fecu- 
ring of my felf better, and called for a Blackmore Miguel T>alva a very flout and lufty 
fellow who lived from mee halfc a mile, to bee about mee untill 1 could difeover more 
of Mantmegroes defignes and malicious intents. The next Sabbath Day in the morn¬ 
ing being to ride to the Town of Mixeo s I carried my Blackmore, and half a dozen 
of Indians in my company, and going through a little wood in themiditof the Val¬ 
ley, there I found my enemy waiting for mee, whofeeing thetrain I brought, darft 
doe nothing, but gave mee fpightfull languages, telling mee hee hoped that hee ihould 
finde mee alone fome time or other. With this I thought fit to delay no longer my fe- 
cond complaint to the Prefident againfl him, who as before heard mee willingly, and 
after a moneths imprifonment banifhed Montenegro thirty leagues from the Valley .And 
not onely from Spaniards was I in danger for the Indians fakewhilftl lived in thole 
Townes- but alio from fome Indians themlelves, (who were falfe in Religion) I did 
undergoe great perils, and yet was ftill delivered. 

In P inola there were fome, who were much given to witchcraft, and by the power of 
the Devill did aft ftrange things. Amongft the reft there was oneold woman named 
Martha de Catrillo 3 who had been by fome of the Town formerly acctlfed lor bewitching 
manyjbut the Spanijb Juftices quitted her,finding no fare evidence againfl her} with this 
fhe grew worle and worfe,and did much harm.When I was there,two or threedyed,wi¬ 
thering away,declaring at their death that this Carrillo had killed thetti,8£ that they faw 
her often about their bedsjthreatning them with a frowning and angry look.The Indi¬ 
ans for feare of her durft not complain againfl her,nor meddle with her; .whereupon I 
fentword unto Dot Juan deGuzmanthe Lord of that Town,that if hee tookenot order 
with her,(he would deflroy his Town.He hearing of it, got for mee a Commiflion from 
the Biftiop and another officer of the Inquifition to make diligent 8c private inquiry after 
her life and adionsswhich I did,and found among the Indians many and grievous com¬ 
plaints againfl her,moft of the town affirming that certainly fhe was a notorious witch, 
and that before her former accufation (hee was wont whither foever (hee went about 
the Town to goe with a Duck following her, which when (hee canie to the Church, 
would flay at the doore till (hee came out again,and then would return home with her, 
which Duck they imagined was her beloved Devill; and familiar Spirit, for that they 
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had often fetdogs at her and they would not meddle with her, but rather run away 
from her. This Duck never appeared more with her,fince (he was formerly accufed be¬ 
fore the Juftice,which was thought to be her policy,t hat (he might be no morefufpc&ed 
thereby. This old woman was a widow,and of thepooreftof the Town in outward 
(hew,and yet (he alwaies had ftore of mony,which none could tel which way (he might 
come by it-Whilft I was thus taking privy information againft her(it being the timeof 
Lent, when allthe Town came toConfe(fion)(heamongthe reft came to theChurch 
to confeffe her fins, and brought me the bed prefcnt and ofFeringof all the Towne,for 
whereas a Riall is common (he brought me four, and befides a Turkey, egs, fi(h, and 
a little bottle of hony. She thought thereby to get with me a better opinion then I 
had of her from the whole ToWne 5 I accepted of her great oflfcring, and heard her 
Confeflion, which was of nothing but trifles, which could fcarce be judged finfull 
aftions. I examined her very clofe of what was the common judgement of all the 
I ndiam, and efpecially of thofe who dying had declared to my 1‘elfe at their death that 
(he had bewitched them, and before their ficknefle had threatned them, and in their 
ficknes appeared thrcatning them with death about their bed$,none but they themfelves 
feeing her.To which (he replyed weeping, that (he was wronged; I asked her,howfhe 
being a poore widow without any fons to helpe her, without any meanes of livcly- 
hood had (o much mony, as to give me more then the richeft of the Town , how (he 
came by that fi(h, Turkey, and hony, bavingnoneof this of her owne about her 
houfe? to which (he replyed, that God loved her and gave her all thefe things, and 
that with her mony (he had bought the reft. I asked her of whom? (heanfwered that 
out of the Towne (be had them. I perfwaded her much to repentance, and to for- 
fake the Devill and all fellow(hip with him ; but her words and anfwers were of a 
Saintly and holy woman; andfheearneftlydefired me to give her the Communion 
with the reft that were to receive the next day. W hich I told her I durft not doe, ufing 
Chrifts words,Give not thechildrens bread unto dogs,nor caft your pearls unto fwine; 
and that it would be a great (candall to give the Communion unto her, who was fu- 
fpefted generally^and had been accufed for a witch.This (he took very ill telling me that 
(he had many yeers received the Communion, and now in her old age it grieved her 
to be deprived of it; her teares were many, yet I could not be moved with them,but 
refolutely denied her the Communion, and fo difmiffed her. At noone when I had 
done my worke in the Church, I bad my fervants goe to gather up the offerings, and 
gave order to have the fi(hdre(led for my dinner which (he had brought; but no foo- 
ner was it Carried into the Kitchin,when the Cook looking on it found it full of mag¬ 
gots, and (finking, fothacl was forced to hurleit away. With that I began tofuf- 
pe&my old witch, and went to looke on her hony, and powring it out into a di(b, I 
found it full of wormes, her egs l could not know from others, there being neer a 
hundred offered that day; but after as I u(ed them, we found fome rotten, fomc with 
dead chickens within; the next morning the Turkey was found dead; as for her four 
Rials,! could not perceive whether (he had bewitched them out of my pocket,for that I 
had put them with many other,which that day had been given me,yet as far asljcould, 

I called to memory who and what had been given me, and in my judgement and recko¬ 
ning I verily thought that I mi(Tcd four Rials. At night when my fervants the Indian! 
Were gone to bed, I fate up late in my chamber betaking my felfe to my bookes and 
ftudy, for T was the next morning to make an exhortation to thofe that received the 
Communion. After I had ftudyed a while, it being between ten and eleven of the 
clock, on a fuddain thechief door in the hall (where in a lower roome was my cham¬ 
ber, and te fervants, and three other doores ) flew open , and I heard one come in, 
aadfor a whilewalke about; then was another doore opened which went into a lit¬ 
tle room,where my faddles were laid*; with this Lthought it might be the Black-more 
Miguel Valva , who would often come late to my houfe to lodge there, efpecially fince 
my fear of Montenegro 3 znd I conjeQyred that he was laying up bisfaddle,I called un¬ 
to him by hisnametwo or three times from within mychamber, but no anfwer was 
madejbut fuddainly another door that went out to a garden flew alfo open,wherewith 
I began within to feare, my joynts trembled, my haire ftood up, I would have called 
outto thefervants, andmy voice was,as it were flopped with the fudden affright- 
ment, I began tochinkeof thewitch, and putmytruft in God againft her, and ne- 
couraged my felfe and voice calling out to the fervants^ and knocking with a cane at 
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hurt,which I denied unto him,as I had done to her felfe.The Clerk bad me be of good 
cheere,for he knew (he had no power over me to do me any hart. After the Communi¬ 
on that day fomeof the chief Indians came unto me,and toldme thatoldC4ri^had 
Loaded that (he would play me fome trick or other, becaufe I would not give her the 
Communion. But I to rid theTowneof fuch alimbeof Satan, fent her to Guate¬ 
mala, with all the evidences and witnefles which I had found againft her unto the 
Prefident and Bilhop, who commanded her to be put in prifon,where (hedied wit hin 
two mon ths. 

Many more Indians thelre were in that Town,who wfere faid in my timeto doe very 
ftrange things. One called John Gonzalez was reported to change himfelfe into the 
lhape of a Lion, and in that (hape was one day (hot in the nofe by a poore harmelefic 
Spaniard who chiefly got hislivingby goingabout the wood* and mountaines and 
(hooting at wild Deer and other beads to make mony of them. He efpkd one’dav a 
Lion, and having no other ayme at him but his fnout behind a tree, hefhot athim 
the Lion run away 5 the fame day this Gonzalez was taken fick, I was lent for to 
hear his Confeflion, IfaWhis face and nofe all bruifed, and asked him how it came 
he told me then that he had falleh from a tree and almoft killed himfclf; yet afterwards 
he acctlled the poors Spaniard for (hooting at him • thebufineflewas examined by a 
Spanifh Judice, my evidence was taken for what Gonzalez toldme of his fall from a 
tree, the Spaniard was put to his Oath, who fware that he (hot at a Lion in a thiefce 
wood, where an Indian could fcarce be thought to have any bufinefle, the tree was 
found out in the wood, whereat the (hot had been made and was dill marked with the 
(hot and buller 5 which Gonzalez confefled was to be the place-and was examined how he 
neither fell nor was feen by the Spaniard, when he came to (eeke for the Lion think¬ 
ing he had killed ; to which he anfwered that he ran away led the Spaniard (hould 
killJaim indeed. But his anfwers (eeming frivolous, the Spaniards integrity being 
known, and the great fufpicion that was in the Town o {Gonzalez his dealing with the 
Devill, cleared the Spaniard from what was laid againft him. 

But this v. as nothing to whit after happened to one John Gomezy. he chiefed Indian 
of that Towne of neer fourfeore yeers of age, the Head and Ruler of the principalled 
Tribe amongthe Indians, whole advife and counfell was taken and preferred before all 
thered, whofeemed to be a very godly Indian, and very feldome mifled morning and 
evening prayers in the Church,and had bedowed great riches there. This Indian very 
fuddainly was taken fick (l being then in my other Town of Mixes') the Mayordomos 
or Rewards of the Sodality of the Virgin (earing that he might die without Confefli¬ 
on and they be chid for their negligence,at midnight called me up at MiXco ,defiring me 
to goe prefently and helpe John Gemezto die. Whom alfo they faiddefired much to fee 
me and to receive fome comfort from me. I judging it a work of charity* although 
thetimeof thenight were unfeafonable, and the great rain at the prefentniight have 
flopped my charity,yet I would not behindredbyeitherof them,and fo fet forth to 
r idc nine miles both in the dark and wet.When Icame to Pinola being thorow wet to 
the skin,! went immediately to the houfe of old fick Gomez , who lay with his face all 
muffled up,thanked me for my pains and care I had for his foul* he defired to contefle 9 
and by his confeflion and weeping evidenced nothing but a godly life, and a willing 
defire to die and to be with ChrilLI comforted him and prepared him for death, and 
before I departed^sked him how he felt himfclfe ; he anfwered that hi* ficknefle was no- 
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nothing but old age and wakncfc. Withthja I went to ir.y houie, changed my Idf 
™d lay down. , while .0 reft, when fuddamly I was called up again to give G™« the 
extreani unaion, which the Mims C as they have been ignorantly taught ) will no 
ontkto receivebefore they die. At I anointed him in hi. nofe.bi.hps, his eyes, his 
and his feet* I perceived that he wasfwelled^and black and blewj but made no- 
thhi^of'Uj 1 judging ic to pfocecd from the fickneffe of hisbody; I went again hoire 
bengnowbeakeottheday, when after I had taken a fmall nap, feme Indians come 
to my doore for to bay candles to offer up for John Gomez his fouk whom they 
told me was departed, and was that day to be buried very folemnly at Made. I arofe 
with droufie eyes after fo unquiet a nights reft; and walked to the Church , w here I 
faw the grave was prepaiing. I met with two or three Spaniards* ho lived neer the 
Towr.e and were come to Maffe that morning, who went in with me to my chamber, 
and with them I fell into difeourfe about John Gomez , telling them what comfort I 
had received at his death, whom I judged to have lived very hohly, and doubted not 
of his falvation, and that the Towne would much want him, for thathee was their 
chief guide, and leader, ruling them with good advife and counfell. At this the 
Spaniards fmiled one at another, and told me l was much deceived by all the Indians , 
bit efpecially by the deceafed Gomez, if I judged him to have been a Saint, and ho y 
man/ I told them that they as enemies to the poore Indians judged dill uncharitably 
of them • but that I who knew very well their confciences,could judge better of them 
then they. One then replyed, that it feemed I little knew the truth ot JobnGmez his 
death by the Confeflion which he had made unto me,and that I feemed to be ignorant 
of the ftir which was in the T owne concerning his death.This feemed fo f range unto 
me, that I defired them toinforine me of thetruth. Then they told me that the re¬ 
port went,that John Gomez was the chief wizard of all the wizards and witches in the 
Town, and that commonly he was wont to be changed into the Chape of a Lion, and 
fo to walke about tbemountaines. Thathewas ever a deadly enemie to on eSebaftian 
Lopez in ancient Indian, and head of another Tribe; and that both of them two 
daies before had met in the mountaine, Gomez in the fha^e of a I ion, and Lopez m 
the Chape of aTigre, and that they fought mod cruelly, till G^(who was the ol¬ 
der, and Weaker) was tired, much bit and bruited; and died of it. And furtherthat 
I might be affined of this truth, they told me that Lopez was in pr.fon for it, and the 
two Tribes driving about it-and that the Tribe and kindred of Gomez demanded from 
Lopez and his Tribe and kindred fatisfaaion,and a great futnof mony,or els did threa¬ 
ten to make the cafe known unto the Spanijb power and authority,which yet they were 
unwilling to doe if they could agree and Another it up among themfelves that they 

might not bring an afperfion upon their whole Towne. This feemedvery drangeun- 

to me,and I could not refblve what to beleeve, and thought I would never more be- 
leeve an Indian, if I found John Gomez to have fo much diCTembled and deceived me. 
I tooke mv leave of the Spaniards and went my felfc to the prifon, where 1 found Lo- 
pez with fetters. 1 called one of the officers of the Towne, who was Alguazil Maior, 
and my great friend, unto my houfe, and privately examined him why Lopez was 
kept fo clofe prifoner ; he was loth to tell me fearing the red of the Indians ,. and ho¬ 
ping the bufinelfe would be taken and agreed by the two Tribes, and not noifed about 
the Country which at that very indant the two Alcaldes and Regidcres, Maiors and 
Turates, with thechiefeof both Tribes were fitting about in the Towne-houle all 
that morning. But I feeing the officer fo timorous,was more defirous to know lome- 
thing, and prefled more upon him for the misgiving him an inkling of what 1 had 
heard from the Spaniards before. To which he anfwered that if they could agree a- 
mongd themfelves, they feared no ill report from the Spaniards againft their Towne 5 l 
told him 1 mud know what they were agreeing upon amongft themfelves foclolely in 
the Towne-houfe. He told me, if I would promife him to fay nothing ot himQtor 
he feared the whole Towne if they ffiould know he had revealed any thing unto mee) 
he would tel me the truth. With this I comforted him,and gave him a cup of wine,and 
encouraged him,warranting him that no harm fhould come unto him for what he told 
me. Then he related the bufineffie unto roe as the Spaniards had done, and told me that 
he thought the Tribes amongd themfelves would not agree, for that fomeot Gomez 
hisfriends hated LopezzxA all fuch as were fo familiar with the Devill, and cared not 
if Gomez his diffemhling lifewere laid open to the world; but others he Caid, who 
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were "badasL^; and Gamez , would have it kept clofe, left,they andal! the wit* 
ehesand W.zardsofthe Townlhould bee dilcovered. This ftruck tnee to the very 
heart, to think that I ftiould live among fuch people, whom I faw werefpending all 
they could get by their worke and labour upon theChurch,Saints and in offerings and 
yet were fo privy to thecounfds of Satan, it grieved mee that the Word I preached 
unto them, did no more good, and I refolved from that time forward tofpendmoll 
of my indeavours againft Satans fubtility,and to (hew them more then I had done the 
great danger of their foules who had made any compaft with the Devill, that I might 
make them abandon and abjure his workes, and dole with Ghrift bj Faith. I dif- 
roiffedthe Indian , and went to the Church, to fee if the people were come to Made" 
I found there no body but onely two who were making Gomez his Grave. I went 
back to my Chamber, troubled much within myfelf, whether I ftaoald allow him a 
Chriftian Buriall, who had lived and died fo wickedly, as I had been informed. Yet 
I thought I was not bound to beleeve one Indian againft him,nor the Spaniards,whoiA 
I fuppofed fpoke but by hearfay. Whilft I was thus muling, there came unto mee at leaft 
twenty of the chiefeft of the Town with the two Majors, Jurates, and all the Officers of 
Juftice, whodelired tneetoforbearethatday the burying of John Gomtz , for that 
they had refolved to call a CrowneOfficer to view his Corps and examine his death 
left they all ftiould bee troubled for him , and hce againe unburied. 1 made as" if I 
knew nothing,but inquired of them the reafon ; then they related all unto mejand told 
me how there werewitnefles in the Town who faw a Lyon and a Tyger figbting,and 
prefently loft the light of thebeafts, and (dw John Gomez,and Sebaftian Lopez, much 
about the fame place parting one from another 5 ard that immediately John Gomezcume 
home bruited to his bed, from whence he never rife more,and that he declaredupon his 
death-bead untofotne of his friends that Sebaflian Lopez had killed him, whereupon 
they had him in fafe cuftody.Fnrther they told me that though they had never known 
fo much wickednefie of thefetwo chief heads of their Towne whom they had much 
refpe&ed and followed,yet now upon this occafion, from the one Tribe and the ether 
they were certainly informed that both of them did conftantly deale with the Devill, 
which would bee a great a fperfion upon their Town, but they for their parts abjured 
all fuch wicked wayes,and prayed me not to conceive the worte of all for a few, whom 
they were refolved to perfecute, and fuffer not to live amongft them. I told them I 
much liked their good zeal, and incouraged them as good Chriftians to indeavonr the 
rooting out of Satan from their Towne, and they did very well in giving notice to 
Guatemala , to the Spanijh power,of this accident, and that if they had concealed it 
they might all have been puniffied as guilty of G me*. his death, and Agents with Satan* 
and his inftruments. I affured them I had no ill conceiptofthem,but rather judged well 
of them for whatthey were agreed to doe. The Crowne Officer was fent for who 
came that night and fearched Cow*; hi s body; I was prelent with him, and found it 
all bruifed, f ratched, and in many places bitten and fore wounded. Many eviden¬ 
ces andfufpitions were brought in againft Lopez by the Indians of the Town, efped- 
all by Gomez his fi lends, whereupon hee wascarryed away to Guatemala, and there 
againe was tryed by the fame witnefles, and not much denying thefaft himfelf, was 
there hanged. And Gomes, though his grave was opened in the Church, heewasnot 
buried in it,but in another made ready for him in a Ditch. 

In Mixco I found alfo fome Indians no leffe diffemblers then was this Gomez, and 
thole of the chiefeft and richeft of the Town,who were foure Brothers called Fuentes , 
and halfafcore more. Thefe were outwardly Very faire tongued, liberal!, and free 
handed to the Church, mHch devoted to the Saints, great feafters upon their day* 
andyetin lecret great Idolaters. But it pleafedGod to make mee his inftrume-nt, to 
difcover and bring to light the tecrecy of their hidden works of darkne(Te,which it teems 
the privacy of a thick Wood and MoUntaine had many yeeri hid from the eyes of the 
World. Some ofthefebeing onedayinthecompany of other better Chriftiaris drink¬ 
ing hard of their Chicha,hoa{ied of their God,faying that hec had preached unto them 
better then I could preach, nay that hee had plainly told them that they fhould not 
beleeve any thing that I preached ofChrift, but follow the old wayes of their Forefar 
thers, who worffiipped theirGods aright, but now by the example of the Spaniards 
they weredeluded, and brought to worffiip a falteGod. The other Chriftians hear¬ 
ing of this began to wonder* and to enquire of them where that God was * and with 
Qjl much 
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T 7 h ado nromifme to follow their ways,and their God,got out of them the place and 
Mountain where they might find him/I hough this in drunkennes were agreed upon,yet 
Irtfobernes the eoodChriftians thought better of what they had agreed upon, (lighted 
“V” hp c nve ; n drinking they, heard, and yet it was ndt kept by them foclofe,but that it 
came to the ears of a Spaniard in the Vally-who finding himfelf touched in Gonfcience, 
rams to Mixco to me,and told me what he had heard,that fome Indians of that town fol¬ 
lowed a-n Idol and boa lied that he had preached unto them againft my Doarine,and for 
the wavs of the former Heathens,! thanked God for that he was pleafed to undermine 
the fecret works ofSatan daily ; and defired the Spaniard to tell me by whom hee came to 
know of this He told me the Indians namcfrom whom he had it, and that he was afraid 
to di(cover the Indians , and to tell mee of it. I fent for the Indian before the Spaniard, 
who confeffed unto mee that hee had heard of fuch a thing; but knew that if- hee did 
difcover the Indians , they with the power of the Devil l would doe him much harm; 

I told him, if hee were a true Chriftian, hee ought to fight againittheDevill and not 
to feare him,who could do him no harm if God were with him,and heclofed by Faith 
withChrift, and thatthedifcovery of that Idoll might bee a raeanesfor the convert¬ 
ing of the Idolaters, when they (hould fee the fmall power of their falleGod againft the 
true God of the Chriftians. Further I told him plainly, that if hee did not tell mee 
who the Indians were, and where their Idol was,that I would have him to Guatemala, 
and there make him difcover what hee knew. Here the Iranian began to tremble, and 
told mee the Fuentes had boa lied of fuch an Idol,whom they called their God, andgave 
fome Ggnes of a Fountaine and of a Pine Tree at the mouth of a Cave in fuch a Moun- 
taine. I asked him, if hee knew the place, or what kind of Idol it was 5 hee told mec, 
that hee had often been in that Mountaine, where hee had feen two or three fprings of 
Water but never was in any Cave.I asked him if he would goe with me, and hejpe mee 
to find it out, hee refufed Gill fearing the Idolaters,and wilhed mee not to goe, for fear 
Sf they (hould bee there, they might kill mee rather then bee difeovered. I anfwered 
him that I would carry with mee fuch a Guard as (hould bee able to defend mee againft 
them and my Faith in the true livingGod, would fecure mee againft that falfe God. I 
rcfolved therefore with the Spaniard to goe to fearch out the cave the next day, and to 
Carry with mee three or foure Spaniards and my Blackmore Miguel Daha , and that 
Indian. I told him I would not fuffer him to goe home to his houle that day , tor 
feare hee (hould difcover in the Towne my defigneand purpofe, and fo wee might bee 
prevented by th& Idolaters, who certainly that night would take away their Idol. The 
Indian (till refuted, till I threatned him to fend for the Officers of Juliice, and to fe- 
tare hisperfon; with this hee yeelded, and that hee might have no difecurfe with any 
body in the Town, nor with the Servants of-my houfe, 1 defired the Spaniard to take 
SIm home to his houfe, and to keep him there clofe that day and night, promifing 
to bee with him the next morning. I charged the Spaniard alfo with lecrefie, and fo 
difmifTed him with the Indian. That day I rid to Pinola for the Blackmore Miguel 
Valva , and brought him to Mixco with mee, not telling him what my intent was; I 
went alfo to foure neighbouring Spaniards , defiring them to bee in a readmefTe the next 
morning to goe a little way with mee for theferviceof God, and to meet mee at fuch 
neighbours houfe, and that if they would bring their Fowling peeces, wee might 
chance to find fome fport where Wee went, and as for Provifion of Wine and Meat, I 
would provide fuffrciently. They promifedtogoewith mce, thinking that although 
I told them, it was for the fervice of God, my purpofe onely was to hunt after fome 
wild Deere in the mountaines. I was glad theyconftrued my aft ion that way, andfo 
went home,and provided that night a good Gammon of Bacon, and fome Fowles rofted, 
cold, and others boiled, well peppered and faked for the next dayes work.Where I had 
appointed my Indian to be kept, I met with the reft of my company, and from thence 
wee went together to the place of the Idolaters worftipping, which was fome fix miles 
from Mixco towards the Town of St. JohnSacatepe^nts, When wee came into the 
Wood wee prefently met with a deep Barranca, or bottome , where was a running, 
which incouraged us to make there diligentfearah, but nothing could bee found; from 
thence wee afeended up out of the Barranca, and found after much time fpent a Ipnng 
of water, and looked carefully about it, but could finde noCave. Thus m vaine wee 

fearched till the Evening, and fearing left wee might Jote our way and our felves, it 

the night overtook us,my friendt began to fpeak of returning homewards. 
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denng that as yet wee had not gone over one half part of the Wood,and to goe home 
and come agamc might make us to bee noted, andfpokenof, Wee though k § our beft 
way to take tip our lodging that night in the Wood, and in that bottomewh ch we fi ft 
fear hed, where wasgood water for to drinke Chocolatte,and warm W u „ d T r £ 
trees, and fo in the morning to make our fecond fearch. The Companl was verv 
wi mg to yceldl unto it,and the calm; night favoured our good intentions/ We made 
a /of°rh Ur - C h° COaCCe5 and / u PP e d seeding well of our cold meat,and fpent mod 
part of the night in merry oilcourfe, having a watchfull eye over our Indian, left hee 
Ihould give us the flip, and committing him to the charge of MiauelBalva. I n the 
morning wee prayed unto God, befeeching him to guide us that day in the work wee 
went about and to difeover unto us theCaveof darkened and iniquity, where Tay 
hid that mftrument of Satan, that fo by his difeovery Glory might beegiv’en unto our 
true God, and Jame and pumihment brought upon his enemies. Wee entered a- 
game into the thick Wood upaiteepy hill, and having throughly fearched all the 

fren/ "T ^ ° n 'V* 1 ? N ° rth fade ’ wbere wee found another deepe de¬ 

left h |G began to walkedowne looking on every fide, and not in vain- for 

trndd n* l'”/ fr ° I ? C °5 Wce found fonicmarkesof awa y that had beenufed and 

trodden, which wee followed untill we came to another fpring of water; we fearched 

narrowly about it,and found fome peeces of broken earthen dirties and pots, and one 
peece ofa chahng.dilh/uch as th elndians uf e to burne Frankincenfe in,in the Churches 
before their Saints, we verily imagined that thefe were peeces of fome fuch inftruments 
wherewith the idolaters performed their duty unto their Idol, and we were the more 
comforted for that wee knew » hat earchenware had beene made in Mixco- the pine 
1 ree which immediately wediicovered confirmed our hopes. When wee came unto 
it we made very little more fearch,for neerat hand was the Cave,which was dark with- 
,n t. b u Ut ^ h£ J aUhc "; OU,h ’ where wee found more Earthen ware, with afhesinthem, 
which affured us of fome Frankincenfe that had been burned, Wee knew not how 
tarre the Cave might reach within, nor what might bee in it, and therefore with a flint 
wee ftruck fire and lighted a couple of candles and went in; at the entering it was 
broad, and went a little forward, but when wee were in, we found it turn on the left 
hand towards the mountaine,and not farre* for within two rods wee found the Idol 
handing upon a low ttooll covered with a linnen cloth. The fubftance of it was wood 
black mining like Jet, as if it had been painted orfmoaked, theformwasof a mans 
head unto the fhoulders, without either Beard or Muftachoes* his looke was grim 
with a wrinkled forehead,and broad ftartlingeyes. We feared nothis frowning look, 
, pP r f cni [. ized u P on him; and as wee lifted him up we found under him fome An¬ 
gle Rials, u hich his Favorites had offered unto hint; which made us fearch more di¬ 
ligently the Cave. and invas noc amiffe, for wee found upon the ground more Angle 
Rials, fome plantines and ocher fruits, wax candles halfe burned, potsofMaiz one 
little one of Hony, little dilhes wherein Frankincenfe had been burned,whereby I per¬ 
ceived the Idolaters and Chriftians boch agreed in their offerings; and had I not been 
informed that they called this Idol their God, I could have blamed them no more then 
the reft of the Townes who worfhip, kneel before and offer fuch offerings unto their 
Saints made of Wood, and fomeno handfomer then was this Idol, which I thought, 
might have beetle fome beads (hape- but being the fhape and form ofa man, they 
might have named hirfl by the name of fome Saint,and fo fome way have excufed them- 
felves, which they could notdoe, nor would they doe it, in that they perfifted in this 
error, that he was their God,and had fpoken and preached unto them,and being after¬ 
wards asked by mce, whether it were the pifttire of any Saint, fuch as were in Mixco , 
and other Churches, they anfwered,No, but that hee was above all the Saints in the 
Countrey. 

Wee were very joy full to fee that wee had not fpent our time invaine, wee cat 
down boughesof trees, and filled theCave with them and flopped the mouth ofitup, 
and came away, making the Indian that went with us carry the Idol on his back wrap¬ 
ped up in a cloth, that it might not bee feen or perceived as wee went. I thought it fit 
to delay the time till night, and then to enter into Mixco, that the Indians might fee 
nothing. So I flayed at one of the Spaniards houfes,till it were late, and defired him 
to warn from mce all the Spaniards there abouts to be at Mixco Church the next Sab¬ 
bath, (fearing left the Idolaters might bee many, and rife up againit meej that I had 
CL3 fome- 
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fomewhatto fay unto them and their Blackmores concerning their Sodalities, for I 
would not have them know of the Idoll, till they heard of it and faw it in the Church, 
left it fhould come to the Indians hearing, and fo the Idolaters might abfent them- 
felves. At night I tooke my Indian , and Miguel Dalva with mee, and went home, and 
(hutting up the Idol in a cheft till the next Sabbath, I difmiffed the Indian ,charging 
him to fay nothing, forhee knew if hee did what harme might come unto him from 
the Idolaters, and I knew few words now would fuffice, for that hee feared hknfelfe 
if it fhould bee known that hee had been with mee, I kept Miguel Valva with mee, 
who was defircus to fee the end of the bufineffe,and prepared my iclf againft the next 
Sabbath to preach upon the J.v.of the 20. of Exodus, Thou-{halt baventmeother Gods be¬ 
fore mee, though it were a Text nothingbelonging to the Gofpel of the day,from whence 
commonly in thaCburch of Rome , the Texts and fubjeftsof Sermons arededu&ed- 
but I judgedthat Text 1110ft feafonable for the prefent occafion. On the Sabbath day 
in the morning, when the Pulpit was made ready by him who had care of the Church 
and Altars, I caufedMiguel Valva to carry under bis Cloak the Idol, and to leave it 
in the Pulpit upon rfse the ground that it might not bee feene, till fuch time as I 
fhould thinke fit in my Sermon to produce it, and to watch about the Church 
till the Congregation came in, that none might fee it or take it away. Never was there 
a greater refort from abroad to that Church then that day of Spaniards and Black- 
mores, who by the warning I fent unto them expefted fome great matter from mee, 
and of the Town very few were abfent, the Faster and all the reft that were fufpe&ed 
to be that Idols favorites(little thinking that their God was brought from his Cave,and 
now lay hid in the Pulpit to (hamethem) came alfo that day to Church. I com¬ 
manded Miguel Valva, to bee himfclf neer the Pulpit at Sermon time, and to warne 
thofe Spaniards that knew the bufineffe, and fome more Blackmores his friends tobee 
alfo neere the Pulpit flaires. 

Thus Maffe being ended, I went up to preach ; when I rehearfed the Words of 
my Text,I perceived both Spaniard] and Indians began to look one Upon another,as not 
being ufed to Sermons out oftheOldTeftament.I went on laying open this command of 
God,for having no other Gods before him,fo that the Doftrine might feem to convince 
all that were there prefent,as well Saint-worft]ippers,as indeed that Idols worfhippers,if 
thecaufe of my preaching upon thatSubjeft had not diverted their eyes from themfelves 
to behold their own guikinefs of Idolatry,& to look only upon thofewho worfhipped 
a peeceof wood for God_.SE not,as they did,for a Saint (which yet in my judgment was 
much alike.) After I had fpokeri what I thought fit concerning that horrible fin, and 
fhewed that no creature could have the power of God (who was the Creator of all 
things) neither could doegood or harme without the true living GodsComniilfion, 
Specially inanimate Creatures as flocks,and ftones,who by the hands and workmanfhip 
of man might have eyes, and yet were dead Idols, and fee not, might have eares and 
notheare, might have mouths, and notfpeak, might have hands,and not wofke, nor 
helpe or defend with them fuch as worfhipped them,and bowed down unto them. 

Thus having halfe finifhed my Sermon, I bowed my felfedowne in the Pulpit, and 
lifted up the black, grim, and flaring Devill, and placed that Dagon on one fide of the 
Pulpit, with my eyes fixed upon fome of the F uentes and others,who I perceived chan¬ 
ged their colour, blu(hed,and were fore troubled looking one upon another, I de- 
lired the Congregation to behold what a God was worfhipped by fome of them, and 
all to take notice of him, if any knew what part of the earth was the Dominion of 
this God, or from whence hee came. I told them that fome had boafted that 
this peeceof wood had fpoken, and preached againft what I had taught of Chrift, 
and that therefore hee was worfhipped by them for God, and they held offered mony, 
hony,and of the fruits of the earth unto him, and burnt Frankincenfe before him in a 
fecret and hiddenCaveunder the earth,fhewing thereby that they were aftiamed to own 
him publickly, and that hee lurking in the darkmffe of the earth, fhewed certainly 
that hee belonged to thePrinceof darkntfie. I challenged him there in publicke to 
(peak for himfelf, or elfe by filence to fbameand confound all his worfhippers. I fhew- 
•dthem how being but wood, heehad been made and fafhioned by the handsof man, 
and therefore wasbut a dead idol. I fpent a great deal of time arguing with him, and 
defying Satan who bad ufed him as his inftrument, daringthe Devill himfelfe to take 
him from that place which I had confined him to if hee could,to fhew what little power 
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he or Satan h id againft the power of my faith in Chrift. After much arguing and rea* 
foiling according to the (hallow capacity of the Indians prefent, I told them if that 
their God had power to deliver him from that executionjwhich I had intended againft 
him ( which was there publikely to have him cut iB pieces and bur nt ) they fhould not 
beleeve the Gofpell of JefusChrift- but if theyfawno power at all in him againft 
me the weakeil inftrumentof thetruelivingGod, then I befeeched them to beconver- 
ted unto thattrueGod who created all things, and to imbracefalvation by his Son 
the only Mediatour and Saviour Jefus Chrilt, and to renounce and abjure from that 
time all Heat henilh Idolatry of their forefathers , alluring them for what was pad I 
would intercede for them, and fecure them from what punilhment might be infli&ed 
upon them by thePrefidentand Bi(hop,and if they would come to me, I would fpend 
my beft indeavours for the helping and furthering of them in the way of Chriftia- 
nity. 

And thus concluding without naming any perfon, I went downe out of the pulpit, 
and caufed the Idol to be brought after me, and fendingfor an axe, and for two or 
three great pahs of coales, I commanded him to be hewen in very fmall peeces,and to 
be call in the fire and burned before all the people in the midft of the Church. The 
Spaniards cried out joyfully Victor Vittor , and others repeated , Gloria A m(tro Dio /, 
Glory to our God, the Idolaters held their peace and fpake not then a word. But af¬ 
terwards they afted molt fpightfully againft me, and confpired day and night to get 
me at lome advantage,and to kill me. I writ to the Prefidenc of Guatemala informing 
him of what I had done ; and to the Bi(hop(asanInquifitorto whom fuch cafes 
of idolatry did belong ) to be informed from him of whatcourfe I (hould take with 
the Indians who were but in part yet difcovered unto me, and thofe onely by the rela¬ 
tion of one Indian. From both I received great thanks for my paines in learching the 
mountaine,and nnding out the Ido!, and for my zeal in burning of it. And as touch¬ 
ing the Indian Idolaters their counfell unto me was, that I (bould further enquire af¬ 
ter the reft and difcover as many as I could 9 and indeavour to convert them to the 
knowledge of the true God by faire and fweet raeanes, (hewing pity unto them for 
their great blindnefle, and promifing them upon their repentance pardon from the I n- 
quifition, which confidering them to be but new plants ufeth not fuch rigour with 
them, which it uleth With Spaniards if they fall into fuch horrible fins. This advife 
I followed, and fent privately for the Fuentet to my chamber, and told them how mer- 
cifull the Inquifition was unto them, exposing their converfion and amendment.They 
feemed fomewhat ftubborne and angry for that I had burned that God,whom not only 
they, butmany others in theTowne, andalfoin the Towne of Saint John Sacatepe- 
qua did worftlip. I u(ed reafons to perfwade them no honour was due unto it,as to a 
God. But one of them boldly replycd, that they knew that it was a peeceof wood 
and of it felfe could not fpeake, but feeing it had.fpoken ( as they were all witneftes ) 
this was a miracle whereby they ought to be guided, and they did verily beleeve that 
God was in that piece of wood, which fince the fpeech made by it was more then or¬ 
dinary wood, havingGod himfelfe in it, and therefore deferved more offerings and a- 
doration then thofe Saints in the Church, who did neverfpeake unto the people. I 
told them that the Devill rather had framed that fpeech (if any they had heard ) for 
to deceive their fouls and lead them to hell • which they might eafily perceive from the 
Doftrin which I was informed he had preached againft Chrift the only begotten fbn 
of God, whom the Father loveth and in whom he is well pleafed, and againft whom 
he certainly would not fpeake in that idol. Another anfwered boldly, our forefathers 
never knew what Chrift was, until the Spaniards came unto that Countrey, but they 
knew there were Gods,& did worftlip them, and didfacrifice unto them ; and for ought 
they knew this God of theirs belonged in old times unto their forefathers. Why then, 
(aid I unto them , he was a weake God who by my hands hath been burned ? I per¬ 
ceived that at that time there was no reafoning with them, for they were ftubborn and 
captious, and fo I difmifTed them. Had not God mod graeioufly prote&ed me againft 
thefe my enemies, I had certainly been murthered by them • for a moneth after the 
burning of the idol, when I thought all had been forgotten, and that the Idolaters 
were quiet, then they began to a St their (pight and malice, which firft I difcovered by a 
noife which once at midnight I heard of people about my houfe, and at my chamber 
dooie j to whom I called out from my bed not daring to open, but could have no 
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anfwer from them. I perceived they would havecome in by forcc,for they pulhed hard 
at the doore» Whereupon I tooke fuddainly the (beets from oft my bed tying them 
with a tirongknot together, and with another to a bar of the window’ making ™ 
felfe ready to fall down by them to the ground, and fo to file in the dark night ifthev 
had uled violence to come in. Thelheets being thus prepared, and they ftjlj 
doorethrufting without any word from them, I thought by calling and crying 
aloud I might affright them away .Wherefore with a (brill voice I called firft to mv le¬ 
vants, who were but boyes, and lay at the further end of a long gallery thenl erved 
out to the neighbouring houfts to come and affift me againft theeves. The fervants had 
heard the node and were awake, who prefently at my call came out; and with their 
coming my enemies ran down the (hires, and were heard no more that night Bur T 
perceiving which way their fpight and malice was bent, thought ft to be no more a 
lone m the night, with boyes only in fo great a houfe as was that of Mixco. where 
upon the next day I fent for my trufty friend Might/ V*lv* who was able to 
lone with any halfe dozen of Indians , wifhing him tobring with him what weapons 
he could get for my defence. I kept him with me a fortnight . and the next Sabbad! 
I gave warning in the Church, that whofoever came in the night to my houfe to a f 
fright me or to doe me any other mifehiefe (hould looke to him felfe, for that I had 
weapons both offenfiye and defenfive. Though for a while 1 heard no moreof hem 
not »Jtofiether from their evill and malicious intents; for, knowing 
that Adiguel palva did not lie in the fame chamber with me, a fortnight after (I beinf 
; ; tWI ? £ 7 f ndle ? udyin S) they came »Ptheffaife* fofoftly that! 

?'Ztfnn }fe\ theB ‘ JC k mm be,n 8 awake it feems perceived that they were 
in Ms h nd’ and r< J ft,y a ^ e U P irom a ] °ng ^ble were he lay upon a Mat, and tooke 
b . r,ck : bats of many which lay under the table fora works 
which I had m band, and as he opened the dore made a little noife,which was to them 
an item to hie down the ftaires, and to run ( as they thought) for their lives The 
hS rf 0 ™ af “ r . tbem > and finding they hadgot too much advantage of' 
him, and not knowing which way they might take, fent after them with a fury his 

Wahnm rh at T Wher T Uh ^ r “ P u pofcd be did hit one of them,for the next day walk¬ 
ing about the Towne he met with one of the Fuentes having a capon his head and he 
inquired of (one Indians what he ailed, and he underftood by them that his head was 
brok^ but how they knew not. They perceiving that I was thus guarded by UMi- 
guelValva, defifted from that time from coming any more in the night uLo mv 
Snt Ut ^ tdefiftedn ot from their-fpight and malice and from a aing 8 mifchiefe l 
gainft me. For a month after when I thought that all had been forgotten, and they 
feemed outwardly to be kind and curteous, there came a meflTenger tome from the of 
deft of them,named Pablo de Fnentis t to tel me that he was very fick.and like to die and 
defired me to goe to comfort and inftruft him in the truth,for that he truely defined to 
be converted. I conceived very great joy at this newes,and doubted not of the truth and 
SSS 7 ° f 1C V and P«yed to God to direft me in the converfion of thatS and 
fo with hafte and good zeal, I went unto his houfe, where foon my joy and comfort 
one \ £ or w hen Icame to thedoreof his houfr, 7 an d was with 

one ftepentred, I found all the brothers of Pablo Fuentes, and feme others who were 
fufpeacd to be IdoIater S) fitting round the roomjand miffing Pablo ,I withdrew mv foot 
a little, and asked them where he was.miftrufting fomewhatto fee them there all gathe¬ 
red together; but when I perceived that they flood not up, noranfwered me a word 
nor fo much as tooke offtheir hats to me, then I began to fear indeed, and to fufneft 
fome treachery; and fo I turned back refolving to goe home again P„ f n b 
was I turned,hut behold FM. F„m, (who b/hi, Lffige had feigned both fcS' 
and converfion, came from behind his houfe with a ciuWll in . 

to ftrikeac me. * Had Inotcatched hold of hTftickwifhmv Sand, nl“ UP 
vented the intended biow, certainly he had ftruck me down. But whilft he’and I were 

dnp l in 8 f f h F h he r' ck Wh ° fil ° Uld ^ Mafter of ir ’ thereftof the Indians who were fit¬ 
ting in the houfe came out into the vard ( whir h heino * „i„,. 

fort tome then if they had compared me about within the houfjand^fetmxromld" 
fome pulling nice one way, fome another,tearing my clothes in two ortKaces 
another to make me let goe my hand from tbeftick with a kniferun me into the hand 
(which to this day a fmall fear doth Witncffejand certainly had wenot been in a pub¬ 
like 
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like yard, that party would alfo have run his knife into my tides-, another feeing I 
would not let goe theftick, tooke hold of it with Pablo and both together thruft it 
againll my mouth, and with fuch ftrcngth that they broke fome of my teeth, and fil- 
led my mouth with goarblood,with which blow I fell, butfoone recovered my felfe 
and arofe, they laughing at me, but not daring to doe me any more harme for feare 
they mould be feen, as God would have feen what already they had done; for a Mu- 
latta Have to a Spaniards the valley,at that very time when! was down and rifingpaf- 
fed by , and hearing roc cry out for help to the neighbours ( who lived fomewhat far 
oft that might helpe and fuccour me, for all the houfes thereabouts were of the bro¬ 
thers the F uentes ) came into the yard, and feeing me all in blood thought I had been 
mortally wounded, and calling them murthcrers ran along the ftreet crying murther, 
murther in Pablo Fuentts his yard, till fhe came to the Market place and Town-houfe, 
wheie (he found theMaiors and Jurats fitting,& a couple of Spaniards, who when they 
heard of my danger,with drawn fwords came prefently running with all the officers of 
Juftce to the yard of Pablo Fuentes to aid and alfift mejbut in the mean while the Idola¬ 
ters perceiving the outcry of the Mulatta , began to fall away and to hidethemfelves; 
Pablo Fuentes going to (hut up his houfe alio to abfent himfefte, I held him hard to it’, 
thriving with him that he might not efcape away till fome help came unto me.The Spa¬ 
niards when they came and faw me all in a blood, made furioufly to Pablo Fmntes with 
their naked fwords, whom I (topped defiring th m not to hurt him, left what harme 
they did unto him fhould be imputed unco me. I wifhed the juftice not to feare him 
though he were a rich Indian , and as they would anfwer before the Prefident of Gua¬ 
temala to hy hold of him, and to carry himtoprifon, which they prefently perfor¬ 
med. I made the Spaniards and the Mulatta to wicnefle under writing by way of in¬ 
formation what they had feen, whac blood about my clothes, what wound in my 
hand, what blow in ray mouth they had found, and fent with fpeed to the Prefident 
of Guatemala this their information. The bufinefle was loon noifed about the valley, 
whereupon mod of the Spaniards came to offer their help and aid unto me; Miguel 
*Dalvaa\fo chancing to be neer at a Spaniards houfe in the fame valley came with the ± 
reft , who would have done that night fome mifehief among the Indians if I had not 
prevented them. Idefired them to depart and goe home to their houfes, telling them 
I feared nothing, and that Miguel Dalva his company would be guard enough unto 
me. But they would by no meanes yeeld unto this , faying that night might prove 
more dangerous unto me then I imagined, and that I needed a ftronger guard then of 
one man alone, for they conceived that the Idolaters knowing what already they had 
done, and fearing what grievous punifhment mightbc infli&ed upon them from the 
Prefidentof Guatemala, feeing thcmfclves loft and undone men might defperately that 
night refeue their brother outof prifbn,and attempt fome mifchicfe againft me, and 
fo fiie away. Which I could not be brought to fear, or to beleeve any fuch thing of 
their cowardly fpirits, nor that they would fiie away for that they had houfes and 
land therein and about theTowne, yeti was willing for one night to yeeld to havea 
ftronger guard of then at other times I had had with the Blackmore Miguel 

Dalva alone. After lupper they kept watch about my houfe till fuch time as they per¬ 
ceived all was ftill, and the Indians a bed, and then they fet a watch about the prifon 
thatPablo F«e»«rmight not betaken out; and after this ( pretending that they were 
in danger as wel as I being buc about a dozen,if the Towne fhould all rife and mutiny 
by thefuggeftion of the Idolaters, whomoftof them were rich and powerfull with 
the reft, which yet I feared not) they would needs goe and raife up the two Alcaldes 
or Maiors alone, with two more petty officers to make fearch about the Town for the 
reft of the Fuentes and other known Idolaters,that being found they might feenre them 
in the prifon to appear at Guatemala^nd prevented from doing any mifehief either that 
night, or at any other time. With this ftir which they made, and their care of mee, 
they fuffered me not to take any reft that night;but wentand called up the Alcaldes and 
two officers and brought them to my houfe, defiring me to fignifie unto them, how fit 
and necelfary it was to fearch for the reft of the Indians. The poore Alcaldes trem¬ 
bled to fee fo many Spaniards at that time in my houfe with naked fwords, and durft 
not but doe what they thought beft to be done, and fo from my houfe about midnight 
they walked about the Towne, fearching fuch houfes as they moil fufpe&ed might; 
toncealeany of the Fuentes^ot of the reft that had been that day in the rebellion and, 
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mutiny againft mee. They could find none at home, till at lalt cotaming to the houfe 
of one LorenzoFuenter, one of thebrotheis, they found all that had been in the con* 
{piracy agaioft mee, gathered together drinking and quaffing. The houfcbeing befet 
there was no flying nor effiaping, and feeing the Spaniards naked fwoids , they durft 
not rebell, who doubtleffe ( as wee were afterwards informed) would have made a 
great ftirre in the Town that night, and were met togetherto refeue Pablo their bro- 
ther, and to doe mee fome mifehief and flye, not knowing that I was fo ftrongly man¬ 
ned and guarded by the Spaniards. There were ten of them,and were prefently without 
any noife in the Towncarrycdto the Prifon, and there ffiut up , and guarded by the 

Spaniards. * 

In the morning the Prefident of Guatemala (who then was Don Juan de Guzman 
a Religious Governour) taking into his confideration what the day before I had writ 
unto him, and judging my danger to bee great, fent a Spanifb AlguaziIe,or Officer of 
Jultice with a very large Commiffion to bring prifoners to the City all thofe Indians 
who the day before had been in rebellion againft mee, and in cafe they could not bee 
found,then to feize upon what goods foever of theirs could be found in Mixes. But with 
the diligence of the Spaniards the night before they were all in areadinefle forhim,and 
paying the Alguazile firft his charges (which hee demanded as hee lifted) and bearing 
the charges oi Miguel Dalva, and two or three more Spaniards , who were commanded 
in the Kings Name to bee aiding and affilting the Officer for the fafer carrying them to 
Guatemala, they were horfed and had away thatday to the Prefident, who committed 
them clofe Priloners, and afterwards commanded them to be whipped about the ftreets, 
baniffied two of them from Mixco to the Golf of S t.Thomas de Cafiilia , and would 
have bamihedthem all, had they not humbled themlelves, and defired mee to intercede 
tor them, pronuhng to amend their lives, and to make mee great fatisfa&ion.if thev 
might return again to their Town,and that if ever more they did ftirre againft mee, the 
would yeeld to be hangedand to lofc al their goods. With this the Prefidenfffining them 
yet to pay twenty Crownsa peece to the Church to be imployed in what I ffiould think 
fitteft) font them back • who, as they had promifed, came unto mee, and humbled 
themfelves beforemee with much weeping, with many expreffions, ffiewing their for- 
row from their hearts for what they had done,cafting all upon the Devill, whom they 
confefied had been great with them in tempting them, whom alfo now they did ab¬ 
jure and renounce, promifing to live as good Chriftians, and never more to worffiip 
any God but one. I was very much taken with their deepe forrow exprefled with ma¬ 
ny tears,and mdeavoured to inftruft them in the true knowledge of Chrift,whom now 
I found they were very willing to imbrace. I lived not very long after in' that Townc - 
but for the time I did continue in ir, Ifounda great change and alteration in their 
lives, which truly mademeeapt to judge that their repentance was unfained. And 
thde former particulars of a few Indians of thofe two Towns, I have not hereinler- 
ted to bring an afperfion upon all that Nation, (which I doe very much affeft, and 
would willingly fpend the belt drops of blood in myveines to doe them good, and 
tofave their foules) but to cauie rather pity and commiferation towards them, who 
after fo many yeers preaching havebeen madcasyetbut formall and outWard Chri- 
ftians, andbytheniany Saints of wood, which they have been taught to worffiip by 
the Preift, have rather been inclined to the fuperftition and Idolatry of their Forcfa- 
thers, and to truft to living C.eatures, and bow to inanimate flocks and ftones, whkh 
they daily fee performed publlckly in their Churches. Certainly they areof a good and 
flexible nature, and (were thofe Idols of Saints flatues removed from their eyes) 
mightbee broughtealiiy to worffiip one onely God ; and whereas they fo willingly 
laviffi out their fmall mcanes and what they labour for, in offerings to the Preiftsand 
to their Saints, and in maintaining Lazy finging Lubbars, they without doubt would 
bee tree enough to true Mmirters of Gods Word, who ffiould venture their lives to 
beat down thofe fahe Gods, and fee up Jelus Chrilf, and him thatfent him into the 
World to favefuch as truly beleeve in him. 

l^r e n* ha “ hiS ft ^ hap r ed ; n Mixco > 1 «ceivcd from Rome from the Gene¬ 
rali of the Dominicans Older, Licenfeto come home to England■ at which 1 reioveed 
much,fornowIwaseven weary with living among the Indians^ grieved to feethe lit¬ 
tle fruitl reaped amongftthem and that forffiarcof the Inquifition I dtlrlf not preach 
anew Gofpcllunto them, which might make them true, real!, and inward Chriiiianl; 
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andlaftly, for that I perceived that Antonio Mendezde Satemayor ( who was Lord of 
theTowneof Adixw jdidftomack me for having caufed two of hisTowneto bee 
banifhed, and publikely affronted the Fuentes for heir Idolatry, which hee thought 
was a great afperfion laid upon his Indianr. 

All which welll confidered 1 writ unto the Provinciall ( who was then in Cbiapaff 
my defire to returne home to mine owne Countrey, forthewnich Ihad a licence fent 
unto me from Rente. But he having heard of what good I had done in the Town of 
Mixce, in reducing fome Idolaters,burning their idol,and venturing my life in fogood 
a caufe ; and alfo for the perfeft knowledge which now I had of the Poconcbi tongue. 
Would by no meanes yeeld that I (hould go 5 but with fair and flattering words incou- 
raged mcto day, where he doubted not, but I did, and I might yet doe God much 
more good fervice ; and that he might the better worke upon me, he lent a Patent of 
Vicar of the Towneand Cloifter of Amatitlan, where at the prefent there was a new 
Cloifter a building to feparate all that valley from the Cloifter of Guatemala. He de- 
fired me to accept of that Imall preferment, not doubting but that I fpeaking fo well 
the Indian language might prevaile much in that place, and better then another, fur¬ 
ther the buildingof that new Cloifter; which worke would be a good ftep for him to 
advance me afterwards to fome better preferment. Although I regarded neither that 
prefent Superiority, nor any better honour which might afterwards enfue unto me, I 
thought the time which God had appointed for my returning to England was not yet 
come ; forthatif the Provinciall, and with him the Prelident of Guatemala ( for fo 
much Iconje&ured out of the Provincialls letter j (hould both oppofe and hinder 
my departure front that Countrey, it would be very hard for me to take my journey 
any way, and not be difcovered and brought back. Whereupon I refolved to ftay the 
Provincialls comingto Guatemala, and there to confer with him facetto face, anti to 
(hew him fome reafons that moved me to leave that CoUntrey,and tofeekagaine mine 
owne wherein I was borne; So for the prefent 1 accepted of theTowneof Amatitlan , 
where I had more occafions of getting mony than in the other two, where I had li¬ 
ved five full yeers- for albeit that Towne alone was bigger then both Adixco and Pmo- 
la together, and the Church fuller of Saints pictures and ftatues,and very many Con¬ 
fraternities and Sodalities belonged unto it 5 befides this from withbut the Towne I 
had great comings in from the Ingenio of Sugar, which I related before ftoodclofe un¬ 
to that Tovtfne,from whence I haddayly offerings from the Blackjnms and Spaniards 
that lived in it; and befides this I had under my charge , another lefler Towne called 
St. Cbrijloval de Amatitlan , (landing two leagues from great Amatitlan. This Town of 
St.Ckriftov*l,ov St.Cbriftopber, is called properly in that language,/’a/i»& 4 ,&< 2 ,fignif) ing 
water, and Pali, to (land upright, and is compounded of two words.which exprefle 
water (landing upright; for the Towne ftandeth on the back fide of the Vulcan of wa¬ 
ter, which looketh over Guatemala^ and on this fide fendeth forth many fountaines, 
but efpecially fpouteth fa th from a high rock a dream of water, which as it falleth 
from high with a great noife and down-fall, the rocke (landing upright over the bot- 
tome where it falleth, and caufeth a mod pleafant dream by the Townes fide. It hath 
moved the Indians to call their Towne, Palinha , from the high and upright (landing 
rock, from whence the water falleth. In thisTownethere are many rich Indians^ ho 
trade 5 in the coaft of the South fea;the Towne is as an harbour (hadowed with many > 
fruitfull trees; butthe chief fruit here is the Pinna, which groweth in every Indians 
yard, and with the neernefle of the Ingenio of Sugar, are by the Spaniards therea¬ 
bouts much made up in Preferves, (ome whole,(bme in dices, which is the daintied 
and moil lufcious Preferve that I ever did eat in that Countrey. The Indians of this 
Towne get much by boards of Cedar,which they cut out of many Cedar-trees,which 
grow on that fide of the Vulcan,which they fell to Guatemala and all about the Coun¬ 
trey for new buildings. . 

Between great Amatitlan and this Town the way is plain,and lieth under a Vulcan of 
fire,which formerly was wont to fmoak as much as that of Guatemala ; but having for¬ 
merly burft out at the top,and there opened a great mouth,& cad down to the bottome 
mighty (tones ( which to this day are to be feen Jit hath not fince been any waies troti- 
blefome unto the Countrey. In this way there was in my time anew Trapiche of Su¬ 
gar erecting up by one John Baptifia of Guatemala , which was thought would prove 
very ufefull, and profitable unto the forefaid City. I had yet for the time that I lived 
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intAmatitlan another very little vill age at my charge, called 7 >ampicbi at the bottome 
of a high moUritaine on the other fide of the lake over againft,which was but a Chap¬ 
pell of eafe unto great Amatitlan, unto which I went not above once in a quarter of 
ayeer, and that for paftime and recreation ; for this village is well in that language a 
compound alfo of Pam, in, and Picbi, flowers/or that it ftandeth compaffed about 
with flowers, which make it verypleafant, and the boats or Canoa’s which doe con- 
ftantly ftand neer thedoores of the houfes,invites to much pleafureof fifhingand row¬ 
ing about the lake. 

And thus whilft I lived in Amatitlan I had the choice of three places wherein to re¬ 
create my felfe, and becaufe the charge of many foules lay in my hands, I had one 
conftantly to helpe me. The Towne of Amatitlan was as the Court in refpe&of the 
reft, where nothing was wanting that might recreate the mind and fatisfie the body 
with variety and change of fuftenance,both for filhand flelh.Yet the great care that did 
lie upon me in the worke and building of theCloifter, made me very foone weary of 
living in that great and pleafant Towne; for fometimes I had thirty,fometimes twen¬ 
ty, fometimes fewer, and fometimes fourty worke-men to looke unto, and to pay 
wages to on Saturday nights, which I found wearied much my braine, and hindred 
my ftudies, and was befides a worke which I delighted not in, nor had any hopes 
ever to enjoy it. And therefore after thefirft yeerthatl had been there 1 betooke my 
felfe unto the Provincial!, who was in Guatemala , and againe earneftly befought him 
to perufe the Licence which I had from Rome togoe to England mine owne Countrey 
for to preach there ('for that was the chiefe ground of letting megoehome, as the 
Generali largely expreffed) where I doubted not but I might doe God great fervice, 
and in Confidence I told him I thought I was bound to employ what parts God had 
bellowed upon me, rather upon my own Countreymen, then upon Indians and ftrarifc 
gers. The Provincial! replyed unto me that my Countrey men were Heretickes, and 
when Icameamongftthem they would hang me up. I told him, I hoped better 
things of them, and that I would not behave my felfe among them foas to deferve 
hanging, not daring to tell him what was in my heart concerning points of Religi¬ 
on. After a long difeourfe I found the Provinciall inexorable, and halfe angry, tel¬ 
ling me that he and thac whole Province had call their eyes upon me, and honoured 
me, and were ready and willing to promote me further, and that I would Ihew my 
felfe very ungratefull unto them, if I fhould forfake them for my owne nation and 
people, whom 1 had not knowne from my young and tender age. I perceived there 
was no more to be faid, and all would be in vaine,and fo refolved to take my bed op¬ 
portunity, and with my Licence from Rome to come away unknowne unto him. But 
for the prelent I humbly befeeched him to remove me from Amatitlany for that I found 
Ay felfe unable to undergoe that great charge, and too weakefor that firong worke, 
that was then building. With much adoe he would be brought to this, alleadging 
what an honour it was to be a Founder and builder of a new Cloider, in whofe walls 
my verf name would be engraven to poderity. all which I told him I regarded not, but 
edemed more of my health and a quiet mind, then of fuch preferments and vanities. 
Upon which at lad he condefcended to my requed, and gave me order to goe to Teta- 
pa, and that the Vicar of fhould goe to finifh the worke of Amatitlan. In Petapa 

1 lived above a twelve moneth, with great eafe, plealiire and content for all things 
worldly and outward; but within I had dill a worme of Confcience, gnawing this 
gourd that lhadowed and delighted me with worldly contentment. Here I grew more 
and more troubled concerning fome points of Religion, daylywilhing with David, 
that I had the wings of a Dove, that I might flie from that place of dayly Idolatry 
into England, and be at red. I refolved therefore to put on a good courage, and relie 
wholly upon my God, knowing that the journey was hard and dangerous,and might 
bring (name and trouble unto me, if I fhould be taken in the way flying and brought 
back to Guatemala ; here I weighed the aflli&ion and reproach which might enfueun¬ 
to me,after fo much honor,pleafure,and wealth which I had enjoyed for about twelve 
yeers In that Countrey, but in another balance of better tonfideration, I weighed the 
trouble of a wounded Conference, and thefpirituall joy and comfort that I might en¬ 
joy at home with the people of God, and fo refolutely concluded upon that place of 
Htb. 11.2$, 2 6, ay.with Adofes, to choofe rather to differ affli&ion with the people of 
God(who as Paul well obferveth, I Tkef,%. 3. are appointed thereunto;and again Phil. 
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bat alto to Ws * n k*®T" 

niing the reproach of Chrift greater riches then the treaLs in 12 <£>fe' 

faith and afafcconfcience I now purpofed likewife with AdoCcs rn fn¥l v * 
fearing the wrath ofche Prefident the Kings owne Sn^lr ofl P % ^’ 
and my belt friends; but to indure all this (if I ftould^e taken h as^eL^him^ ’ 
is mvilible. I thought this was a bufineffe not to be conferred with flefh ? ixA 
left the belt friend knowing of it (hould betray me ; fthtt' 

it hard to flie alone without feme friend for the firft two or three daies turkey 
befides having many things to fell away to make mony of, I thought I were £ d 
imploy fome trufty friend , then to doe all alone. I thought of none fitJr f h 1]° 
gntl Valya, whom by long experience I knew to be true and trufty, and lha faftKl 
mony matte.-would content him ; whom I lent for to Pinola, and charging hint wkh 
fecrecy, I told him I had a journey for my confcience fake to make to iLf M ? m 
not tell him that I intended England, left thegood old Blac^morefbould griev! thinly 
ing never more to fee me and for the love he bare me, and^ntereft he had^any dmes' 
from me he (hould by differing my intent, feek to (lop me ) which I wouhj h ave 
none to know of but himfelfe,not doubti ng buttoreturneagaine, as he knew man* 

had taken the like journey, and returned within twoyeers new many 

The Blache offered himfelfe togoe with me, which irefufed, telling him that 
the feas would be too sard for h,s old age to endure.and that as a Black-more j n E 
Countries he might beftopped and apprehended for a fugitive; which reaion he lik"d 
well, and offered htmfeJfeto goetvuh mee as farre as theie a fide- for which! 
thanked h lm and employed tofdlme away jbme Mules, Wheat, and Maiz which I 
had, and what elfemght well paffe through his hands. As for many rich piftures 
which hung in my chamber,I thought the 1 owne‘ of Pttapa would buy them for the r 
r, n C 7- J and propounded it unto the Governour, who willingly accepted of th« m 
Moft of my bookes, chefts, cabinets,quilts,and many good peices of houfhold-'tuffe* 
by the paines and mduftry of CMigud ( whom I kept with ffie for the fpace of two 
moneths before I came away ) I fold to Guatemala , referving onely two Petaca’s or 
C ^^ Sj i f Uh i°iT j°.° k c S an 2 a qU,lt for m 7 journey. When I had fold all 
u u a ded 5 - 1 f °°, nd had In Sfan fi inony ncer nine *oufand peeces of eight 

wonld L h r ad g0t ,n J W r Ve y / cr * C , hat I - liVed in that Countr y- So much mony I thought 
would betoo comberfome for a long journey. whereupon I turned above four thou- 
land of them into pearles and fome predous (tones, which might make my carriage 
the lighter; the reft I laid up fome in bags, fome I fowed into my qui(t, intending fn 
the way to turne them into Spanijb Piftols. Thus the chiefe provihon being made of 
mony, I tooke care for Chocolatte and fome Conferves for the way,which w ere fuon- 
provided. Now becaufe I confidered that my flight the firft week muft be with fpeed 
and chat tny chefts could not poft day and night as my felfe intended to doe-1 thought 
of fending my carriagefonr dayes at lead before me ; and not daring to tr’uft anv In- 
dian of Petapa, I fen t to Mixco for onefpeciall //Unfriend whom I had there, who 
knew the way that I was to travaile very well;to whom I opened my mind,and offered 
whatsmony I knew would well content him, and at midnight lent him away with 
two Mules, one for himfelfe, and another for my chefts, wiftiing him to keep on 
travelling towards St. UMtguel, or Nicaragua till I overtooke him. I gave hinf the 

nur onrl ninkro ontf than _• I_ * —.. 6 


e Wll t uvcruJ01iC mm. igave him 

advantage of four daies and nights, and then refolutely with my good BUkmore in 
- of my chamber in my doore, and nothing but old 
: Indians where raft fWn Ttvidirl;-.. ■ 


my company leaving the key . 1Jy aoorc , nothing but old 

paperswithin when all the Indian, where faft flee^ I bad adieu unto Sa^ndH 
the whole valley, and to all my friends throughout America , " 


CHAR 
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CHAP. XXI. 

Shmbg m, jo»mo, from the Totone ,/Petapa, into England, mi feme 
cbiefefaflages w the my. 

mala to flop me j if I ftiould go by j t h at place by fome item from the 

for the fliips,likewifel feared left the G °Z ^ d fend me backe, and that the Matters 
Prefident of Guatemala might e * atn1 ^ . • t hcir ftiips.lf I Ihould 

of the (hips might have charge given them not to recem me>n troubled in that 

goe backe to Mexico and ^ re t a .^ rH 5^. *^ e . n p^ioahv of Wends! awl that now alone I 
long journey,when 1 came firft to Cbtapa in co p y ■ j<j)^ ^ f ar ^ j anc j w i t h 
ftiould certainly be much put to \i wou JT f ^ rth which was by Nicaragua 
me. Wherefore reding theft three wayej ^ r X^: 0U rney till the week after Chrift- 
and the Lake of Granada ; and therefore f rom t hat lake to the Havana was 

mas ,kno wing th« the tuns of the frigats fe 8 ^ tbe furtheft, whither I ho- 

commonly after the middle of W^ 9 O atl t omeanS be ft) f pe aed to have 

ped to reach in very good time j thehan d of Migtul Tfalva a letter to a friend of 

taken this way; before 1 went I left by <• * Haves after mv departure, 

hi, to bedelivetedtothciTU » «= 

wherein I kindly tookemv lenve <rf ,J ^ f | R and could not get hi, that 
after me;and whereas I had a iutocient licence iro» \ i tav i H o Linguifts e- 

I thought I might with a fa*e Confacnc: g ^ And becau p e helhould not make en- 
nough to fupply my place am .ngft £ • d j t t him f rom the Towne 

^tere^ cotdd^rtwtheto^of themounMit^whi^is^ll^^^^^^^^^ 

good e entert^nmentina 1 Fe'jw, 1 'a ier ®™Ine a ^^^^^i®rold^^i8^gtMt;l^dge, 

for to lay up dry what carriages they bring; . Ewesmilke is made the beft 

or farmesof Cettellinthe Countrey, **#b where 

cheefe thereabouts. This round hil °f.™ and therefore the day now dawning 

I feared I might meet with fome people o p, p n( p ians wbo attended on two Spa- 

Imadehafteby it, leaving m the lodge afleep y ‘ » f oure leagues further 

nijh Requa’s of Mules which that day were to goJ‘o^i *°“ the &.ves, not 
from this Strro Redondo is a T °wneof India ^ becau p £ in lhe G ld time 

that now they are more flaves then the re Ki es t hatwere under him , the people 

of Montezuma the Emperour, and the Indian Klttfg h wb ich is fo cal- 

of AisTowne were more (laves then any ot ^ej? and W which fig- 

led from Amat, which in the Mexican tongue fignihe h L ^ & ^ of a tree, 

nifieth Towne, lor that it was the Towneo thdr jJnds,or becaufe it was 
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toPeru) thclc Indians of the Towneof EJclovo’s or Oaves, were commanded as (laves 
to goe all about tils Countrey with letters, or whatfoever elfe they ffiould be charged 
with ; and they were bound conllantly to fend every week fo many of their Towrie 
(as were appointed) unto Amatitlan 3 there to wait and attend the pleafure of that 
Towne for the conveying of letters, or any carriages toother part^. 

ThisTowne of los Efclavosti andech in abottomeby & river,overthe which the Spani¬ 
ards have built a very ttrongftone Bridge to goe in and out of the Town, for other- 
wife with mules there is no palling by realon of the violent and rapid ftreameofthe 
water, and many rocks in the River, from which the water falleth down with great 
force. From this Town (where wee onely flayed to drink a cup of Chocolatte and 
to bait our mules) wee went on that day to Aguacbapa, being ten leagues further, and 
not farrefrom the South Sea, and the port called VelaTrinidad ■ whither wee came 
towards Evening,having that day and part of the night travelled about threefcore En- 
glijb miles up hils, and upon ftony wayes from the Ejclavo's unto this Town - which 
is much mentioned in that Country for two things. The one is for the earthen ware 
which is made there (as fome think) exceeding that of Mixes. The other is for a 
place within a mile and a halfefrom the Town, which the Spaniards doe credibly 
report and beleeve to be a mouth of hell. For out of it there is conftantly afeendinga 
thick bkckfmoak fmelling of Brimrtone, with fomeflalhes now and then of fire- 
the earth from whence this fmoak arifeth is not high,but low. None ever durft draw 
nigh to find out the truth and ground of it ; for thole that have attempted to doe it,have 
been ftrickendown to the ground and like to lofe their lives. A friend of mine a 
Fryer (whom I thought verily I might beleeve) upon his oath affirmed unto me,that 
travelling that way with a Provinciall heerefolved to goe unto the place, and fatisfie 
himlclfe of the ground and caufe of theftrange talke which was every where about 
the Ctrontry concerning that fmoke. He went within a quarter of a mile of it,and pre- 
fently, heclaid, he heard a hideous noife, which together with the flench of the fiery 
fmoke and brimftone, ftruck him into fuch a fear that he was like to fall to the ground, 
and retiring himfelfback with all fpeed was taken with a burning Feaver,which was like 
to coll him his life. Others report that drawing neer unto it, they have heard great 
cries as it were of men and women in torment, noifeof iron^ ofciiaims, andthelike, 
which (how limply I leave it to my Judicious Reader) maketh them beleeve that it is 
amouth of he'I. Of my knowledge I will fay no more, but that 1 faw the fmoke,and 
asked the Indiant what was the caufe of it; and if ever they had been neer unto 
it 1 And theyanfweredmeej that they could notimaginewhatmightbee the caufe of 
it, neicher durlt they draw nigh unto it • and that they had Teen Travellers, attemp¬ 
ting togoeneereit, and that they were all ftricken either to the ground,or with fome 
fuddaine amazement, or Feaver. I told them that I would walke thither my {elf,and 
they defired mee that Iwouldnot, if I loved mylife. It was not yet for all this re¬ 
port the feare of being fo neer the Spaniards hell (as they call it) that made me hafte 
with fpeed out of that Town, but fear of (bnie mdlenger that might come after mee to 
ftopmyjourny. For at midnight I departed from thence, and went to breake my 
fall to a great Town called Cbalcbuapan , where the Indians made very much of mee,be¬ 
ing Potomanes , who fpake the Poconcbi or Pocoman tongue which I had learned. They 
would willingly have had me to flay with them and preach unto them the next Sab¬ 
bath, which I would have done, had not a better defigne Called upon fnee to make 
hafte. 

Here I was troubled, how I ffiould get through St.Salvador, which Was a City of 
Spaniards , and wherein there was a Cloifter of Dominicans, whom I feared molt of 
all, becaufe I was known by fome of them. My refolution was therefore when I came 
neere unto the City, to turn out of my way to a Spaniards Farm as if I had loft my 
way, and there to delay the time rill Evening in drinking Chocolatte, difcourfing,and 
baiting my mules well, thatfo I mighttravell all that night, and bee out of the reach 
of th itCity, and Fryers (who lived in Indian Towns about it ) the next mbrning, 
early. This City of St , Salvador is poore, not much bigger then Chiapa, and is go-, 
verned by a Spanifi, Governour. It ftandeth forty leagues at leaft from Guatemala,and 
towards the North Sea fide, iscompafled with very high mountaines, which are cal¬ 
led Chuntales, where the Indians are very poore. In the bottome where the City ftan¬ 
deth there are fome Trabiches of Sugar, fome Indigo made, but the chief Farmes are 
R 2 Eftancia’s 
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Eftancia’s of Gattell, Towards Evening I departed from that Farm where I had well 
refrelhed my felfe and my Mule, and about eight of the clock I rid through the City 
not belngknown by any body. My purpofe was to bee the next morning at a great 
River, called Rio de Lempa, fome ten leagues from St. Salvador^ for within two leagues 
of it there lived in an Indian Town a Fryer belonging to the Cloifter of St. Salvador 
who knew mee very well. But fuch hafte I made that before break of the day I pafled 
thuough that Town, and before (even of the clock t was at the River, where I found 
my Indian of Mixco ready to pafle over with my carriage, who that morning by three 
of the clock had fet out of that Town two leagues off. I was not a little glad to have 
overtaken my Cherts,wherein was molt of my treafure. There I fate down a while by 
the River whilft my mules grazed, and my Indian ftruck fire and made me Chocolatte. 
This River of Lempa is held the broadeft, and biggeft in all the Jurifdiftion belong¬ 
ing unto Guatemala 5 there are conftantly two Ferry Boats to pafle over the Travellers 
and their Requa's of Mules. This River is privileged in this manner, that if a man 
commit any hainous crime or murther on this fide of Guatemala 1, and San Salvador, or 
on the other fide of St. Miguel , or Nicaragua , if hee can Hie to get over this River, he 
is free as long as heeliveth on the other Gde,and no Juttice on that fide whither hee is 
efcaped can queftion or trouble him for the murther committed. So likewife for Debts 
hee cannot bee arrefted. Though I thanked God I neither fled for the one, or for the 
other,yet it was my comfoi tthat l Was now going over to a priviledgedCountry,where 
I hoped 1 fhould bee free and fure, and that if any one did come after mee, hee would 
goe no further then to the River of Lempa. MyBlackmore did much laugh at this 
myconceipt, and warranted mee that all would doe well. Wee Ferried fafely over 
the River; and fiom thence went in company with my Indian to a little fmalJTowne 
of Indians two leagues off, where wee made the belt dinner that we had done from the 
Towneof Petapa , and willingly gave reft to all our mules tillfoure of the efteke in 
theafternoonc; at whichtime wee fet forth to another fmall Town little abovetwo 
leagues off, through a plain, Tandy, and Champaigne Country. The next day wee 
had but ten leagues totravaile to a Town called St. Miguel, which belongeth unto 
Spaniards, and though it bee not a City, yet is as bigge almoft as San Salvador, and 
hath a Spanijb Governour; in it there isone Cloifter of Nuns, and another of Merce- 
narian Fryers, who welcomed mee unto their Cloifter; for here I began to fhew my 
face, and to think of felling away the Mule I rid on, being refolved from hence to goe 
by water or an Arm of the Sea, to a Town in Nicaragua called La Vieja. I would here 
havedifmiffed my Indian, but hee was loth to leave me untill I got to Granada, where 
heedefired to(ee mee (hipped. 1 refuted not his kind offer, becaufe I knew hee was 
trufty and had brought my Chefts well thither, and knew well the way to Granada. 
So I tent him by land to Realejo, or to La Vieja, which ftand very neere together and 
thirty leagues by land from St. Miguel, and my felfflayed that day and till the next day 
at neon in that Town,where I fold the mulejl rid on,becaute I knew that from Realejo to 
Granada I could have of the Indians a Mule for n othing for a dayes journey .My Black- 
mores mule I fentalfo by land with the Indian, and the next day went to the Gulfe be¬ 
ing three or fouremiles from St. Miguel, where that afternoone I tooke Boat with 
many other paffengen, and the next morning by eight in the morning was at La Vieja, 
which journey by land would have taken mee up neere three dayes. The next day my 
Indian came at night, and wee went to Re ah jo, ( as I have obftrved before ) a Haven 
very weak and unfortified on the South Sea j where if I would have flayed one fort¬ 
night I might have taken (hipping ior Panama, to goe from thence to Portakle, and 
there ftay for theGaleons from Spain. But I confidered that the Galcons would not 
be here till June or T«/y,and that fo I ffould be at great charges in flaying fo long. But 
afterwards I wiftnd I had accepted of that occafion, for I was at laft forced to goe to, 
Panama, and Portabelo, From hence to Granada I obferved nothing, but the plainneffe* 
andpleafantnefle of the way, which with the fruits and fertility of all things may 
well make Nicaragua the Paradife of America. Betweene Realejo and Granada ftandeth 
the City of Leon , neere unto a Vulcan of fire, which formerly burft out at the top, and 
did much hurt unto all the Country about; but fince that it hath ceafed, and now 
letteththe Inhabitants live without feare. Sometimes it (mokesa little, which fhew- 
eth that as yet there is within fome fulphurous fubftance. 

Here it was that a Mercenarian Fryer thought to have difeovered fome great treafure, 

which 
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which roighc inrich himfelfe and all that Country, being fully psrfwaded that the m?. 
tall that burned within that Vulcan was Gold • whereupon hee caufed a great Kettle 
to bee made, and hung atan iron chain to let it down from the top, think'ng there¬ 
with to take uphold enough to make him >Bi(hop and’to inrich his poor kindred. But 
fuchwas the power and flrength of the fire with in, that no foonerhad heeletdowne 
the Kettle, when it fell from the chain and from his hands being melted away. 

This City of Leonisvecy curioufly built, for the chief delight of the Inhabitants 
confiifeth in their houfes, and in the pleafure of the Country adjoyning, and in the 
abundance of all things for the life ofman, more then in any extraordinary riches . 5 
which there are not fo much injoyed, as in other parts of America. They are con¬ 
tented with fine gardens, with variety of finging birds, and parrets, with plenty of filh 
and flefb, which k cheap, and with gay houfes, and fo lead a delicious, lazy and idle 
life; not alpiring much to trade and traffique, though they have neer unto them the 
Lake, which commonly every yeere fendeth forth fome Frigats to Havana by the 
North Sea, and R ealejo on the South Sea, which to them might bee very commodious 
for any dealing and rich Trading in Fern, or to Mixco, if their fpirits would carry 
them fo farre : The Gentlemen of this City are almoft as vaine and phantafticall as are 
thofeof Cbiapi. And efpecially from the pleafure of this City, is all that Province 
oi Nicaragua , calledby the Spaniards Mahomet sParadiCe. From hence the way is plain 
and Level 1 to Granada , whither I got fafely and joyfully, hoping that now I had no 
more journey to make by land, till I fhoilld land at Dover in England^nd from thence 
poft up to London. Two dayes after l had arrived at this place and refted my felfe, and 
injoy ed the pleaunt profpeft of theLake, I began to think ot difmiding my Indian and 
BUckmore. But true and faithful! MigmiHalva would by no meanes leave mee 5 till 
he law me {hipped; and that I had no mote need of him by land; Likewife the Indian 
would willingly have flayed, bat by no meanes I would permit him, for that I con- 
fidered hee had awifeand children to looke to at home. Hee was as willingto re¬ 
turn a foot, as to ride, becaufe hee would have mee fell my mules,and make what mo- 
ny I could of them; but I feeing the good nature of the Indian, would recompence 
his love with as muchmonvasmbzhtbecmorebeneficiallto him, then a tired Mule; 
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any report of (hips at fea, or about the Cape of Sf.^wN&osy) are this way by the l ake 
of Granada pafled toCartbagena.Th&t yeer that I was there,before I betooke my felfeto 
an Indian Towne, in one day there entred fix Requa’s ( which were at lead three hun¬ 
dred Mules) from St. Salvador and Camayagua onely, laden with nothing elfe but In¬ 
digo, Cochinil and Hides; and two dayes after from Guatemala came in three more 
the oneladen with filver (.which was the Kings tribute from that Countreyj the other 
with Sugar, and the other with Indigo. The former Requa's I feared not} but the 
latter made me keep clofe within my lodging, left going abroad, I fhould be knowne 
by fome of thofe that came from Guatemala ; who after they had delivered what they 
brought, prefently departed, and with their departure fet mee at liberty, who 
for their fakes was a voluntary prifoner within mine owne lodging. But fearing 
left more of theft Requa’s might come and affright mee, I went to a Towneoutof 
the rode, a league from Granada, and took my pleafure up and downe the Countrey 
where I was much feafted by the Mercenarian Friers,who enjoy rooftof thofe Towns. 
Amonglt thefe I heard much of thepaflage in the frigots to Cartbagena which did not 
a little difhearten and difeourage me. For although, whilft they faile upon the Lake 
they goefecurely and without trouble, yet when they fall from the Lake to the river 
(which there they call El Defaguadero ) to goeout to the Sea^ic labor , hoc optu eft, here 
is nothing but trouble, which lometimes makes that Ihort voyage to laft twomoneths- 
for fuch is the fall of the waters In many places amongft the rockes, that many times 
they are forced to unlade the frigots,and lade them again with helpe of Mules which 
arc there kept for thatpurpofe, by a few Indians that live about the river,and have car* 
of the Lodges made for to lay in the ware?,whileft the frigots paffe thorow thofe dan¬ 
gerous places to another Lodge, whither the wares are brought by Mules,and put a- 
gaine into the frigots. Befide this trouble ( which muftneeds beredious to a paf¬ 
fe nger, to be thus (topped, w ho would willingly come foonc to his journeys end ) 
the abundance of gnats is fuch, which maketh him to take no joy in his voiage,and 
the heat in fome places fo intolerable, that many doe die before they get out to the fea. 
Though all this was terrible to me to hear, yet I comforted my felfe that my life was 
in the hands of the Lord,and that the frigots did commonly every yeer pafle that way, 
and feldome any were loft. I went now and then to Granada to bargai ne fox my paf- 
fage, and to know when the frigots would for certainefct out, and to provide my 
felfe of fom« dainties and Chocolattefor my journey, having agreed with aMafterof 
a frigot for my diet at his table. The time was appointed within foure or five dayes } 
but firddainly all was crofted with a ftrift command from Guatemala , that the frigots 
Ihould not goeout that yeer, becaufe the Prefident and whole Court was informed 
forcertaine that fome Englijb or Holland fhips Was abroad at fea, and lay about the 
mouth of the river or Defaguadero waiting for the frigots of Granada^ and that the laid 
were fometimes lurking about the Iflandi of St.John, and St. Catharine ( which then 
was our Providence) which made all the Merchants of the Countrey to feareand 
fweatwithacoldfweat, and the Prefident to becarefullfor the Kings revenues, left 
the lofteofthem Ihould beimputed to his wilfull negligence, in flopping the frigots, 
whilft he might, and had warning given. This was but fad newes unto me, who 
knew not for the prefent,which way to difpofe of my felfe. I began to thinke of the 
(hip that was at Realejo ready to fet out to Panama,thinking that would now be my beft 
courfe, but enquiring after it, I was for certaine informed by fome Merchants that 
it was newly gone. Then my eyes looked upon Comayagua and TruxiUo , and upon the 
(hips of Hondurat, but thefe were but vaine and troubled thoughts, arifing from a 
perplexed heart, for the fhips were alfo gone from thence, without fome fmall vefitll 
or frigot might be there with newes from Havana or Carthagma (for thofe places fend 
often word and notice of what fhip9are abroad at fea)but this alfo was a meet chance, 
and not to be trufted unto, as my friends did advife, and counfell me. Whereupon 
my perplexity more and more increafed; onely my comfort was that there were more 
paffengers befides my felfe , who I knew muft take fome courfe, and whom I alfo refbl- 
ved to follow by fea, or land. Amongft us all we were once refolving to hire a 
frigottocarry us onely toCarthagena, but this would not bee granted, for no body 
would hazard hisveflel and lifefor our fakes.Whileft we werethusdiftrefled and per¬ 
plexed enquiring about Granada of the Merchants what courfe we might taketoget 
to Spaine that yeer, or to meet with the Havana or Carthagma, one that wifhed us well, 
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CO (nfl kd ? S °J toCofianca, where at Carthago ^ (hould be fure to hear o7w~ 
lerln H U ? d f ° r r mc6el l elther from the rive r called de lot Anzmls, or from the ri- 
Bacon C F^T e ’ ^ \ hencc eve 7 y eer wcnt fmall frigots to carry Meale, 

Bacon, Fowles, and other provifion for theGaleons to P 0 r^f/. This we thought 
as a hard and difficult, and of neera hundred and fifty leagues,over mountainesa^d 
through defarts,, where we fhouldmiffe thepleafure, variety, and dainties of G« a 
temalaandNicaragua and after alfthis peradventure mightmiffe of an opportunity 
ta^rom wf^nch 011114 ^ Yetfo unwilling wenTwe all to return e IZTZ 

tics fo I T cam ? 3t , ha i * e wo H^ rather g° forward,and undergoe any difficul- 

hc Galenns “"tf*' ' " 4 ^ ft,p P In g IO COnve y US where we 1 might meet with 

7«/r° d We W£ "jT WCre r n ° C C °. COin <? 10 ?6rtob / ’ tiU the morilh of 7™ or 

■ 1 We therefore agreed foure of us, three Spaniards and mv felfe.togoeto Cofta* 

TI fi and there to trie our fortune. They had each of them ( as my felfchad ) 
carriage for one Mule,and none to ride on ; butthought it their beft way to buy each 
of them a Mule to carry them, which they hoped after their journey to fell againe at 
Lojtama , and to get mony by them,and for their carriages to hire Mules and Indians 
fromTownetpTowne, whoalfo mightferve to guide us through h any dangerous 
places and pa ITages, which we underftood were in the way. Nowl wifhedlhadmv 
Mule which I fold at San Miguel, oranyoneof the two which I fold before in Grana- 
da. but for my mony I doubtednot, with the helpe of my Black-wort, but I fhould 
find one for my purpofe. I furnifhed my felfe very lpeedily, for fifty peeces of eight 
of one which I feared not would performe ray journey. My good and trufty Black- 
more would willingly have gone on w th me, and further round the world if I wouM 
have permitted him; but I would not; but ( thanked him heartily for what he 
had done, and gave him money enough in his purfe,and difmiffed him ) hoping that 
the company of the three Spaniards would be fufficient comfort unto me. 

Thus with one Indian co guide us we fet four of us out of Granada , enjoying for 
the two firft daies more of the pleafure of that Mabomtts paradife Nicaragua , finding 
the way for the molt part plain, the Townes pleafant, the Countrey fiudy.and everv 
Where fruits abounding. The fecond day after we fet out, we were much affrighted 
with a huge and monltrous Caiman or Crocodile, which having come out of the 
Lake £ which we p a ffed by)and lying croffe a puddle of water bathing hi mfelfe, and 
waiting for fome prey, as we perceived after, whom we not knowing well at the firlf 
butthmking that it had been fome tree that was felled or fallen,paffed clofe by it-when 
on a fuddain we knew the feales of the Cayman, and faw the monfter ftjr and move 
and let himfelfagainft us ; wherewith we made haft from himfout he thinking to have 
made fome of us his greedy prey, ran after us, which when we perceived,and that he 
was like to overtake us,we were much troubled, untill one of the Spaniard/ who knew 
better the nature & quality of that beaft then the recalled upon us to turn on one fide 
out of the way,and to ride on ftraight for a while,and then to turn on another fide-and 
foto circumflex our way,which advice of his without doubt laved mine, or fome of 
the others lives,for thus we wearied that mighty monfter and efcaped from him. who 
f had we rid out ftraightway)had certainly overtaken us,and killed fome mule or man, 
for his ftraight forward flight was as fwift as our Mules could run;bnt whilit he turned 
and wheeled about his heavy body, we got ground and advantage till we left him far 
behind us; a nd by this experience wc came to know the nature and quality of that 
beaft, whofe greatnefle of body is no hinderance to run forward as fwift as a Mule * 
but otherwife.as the Elephant once laid down is troubled to get tip, fo this monfter 
is heavy and ftiffc,an J therefore much troubled to turne and wind about his body. We 
praifed God who had that day delivered us, and riding for a while by the fide of* the 
lake,we were watchful that we might not fall again into the like danger But the great- 
neffe of this lake of Granada may from hence be knowne 3 in that the fecond and third 
day of our journey, being at lead threefcore miles from whence wc fet out we now 
and then found our way lying by it. Afcerthatwee had wholly loft’the fight 
of it, we began to enter into rough and craggy wayes, declining more to the South 
then to the North fea. And in all the reft of our journey to Carthago we obferved 
nothing worth committing to pofterity, but onely mighty woods and trees on the 
South fea fide, very fit for to make ftrqng (hips, and many moumaines and defert pla¬ 
ces, Where we lay fometimes two nights together, either in woods or open fields, far 
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from any Town or habitation of JWwwr,yet for our comfort in tfaefe fodefertplaceswe 
had ftil a guide with us,and found lodges,which by the command of the neereltjuilices 
had been let up for fuch as travelled that way.We came at laft through thoufand dan¬ 
gers to thecity of Canbago } w hich we found not to be fo poor as in richer placets $ Gua¬ 
temala and Nicaragua it was reported to be. For there we bad occalion to inquire after 
forae Merchants for exchange of gold andfilver, and wee found that feme were very 
richj who traded by Land and Sea with Panama, and by Sea with Purtnbelo, Gartha- 
gena, and Havana, and from thence with Spain. This City may confift of fourehun- 
dredFamilieSj and is governed by a Spanifb Governour; It is a Eifhops Sea,and hath 
in it three Gloifiers, two of Fryers, and one of Nuns. Here wee began to enquire af¬ 
ter that which had brought us through fo many Mountaines, Woods and deletes, to 
wit, after fome fpeedy occafion of Shipping our felves for Pont tela or Carthagena ; and 
according to our delires wee underftood ot one Frigat almoft ready to fee out From the 
River called Delos Anzuelos, and another from the River -We ; and being well in¬ 
formed that 5«ere would bee the belt place for us to Travailc unto by reafon of more 
provifion in the way, more Towns of Indians,md Eftancia’s oi Spam a i ds, we refolved 
within foure dayes after wee had retted in Garthago,to undertake a new journey towards 
the North Sea. Wee found that Country mountainous in many places, yet here and 
there fome Valleys where was very goodcom, Spantardslmng in good Farmes,who 
as well as the Indians bred many hogs 5 but the Townes of Indians we found much 
unlike to thole which wee had left behind in Nicaragua and Guatemala • and the people 
in curtefieand civility much differing from them, and of a rude and bold carriagi 
and behaviour towards us 5 yet they are kept under by the Spaniards , as much as thole 
whom I have formerly fpoken of about Gnatemala. Wee came info good a time to 
the River Sucre, that wee ftayed therebut three dayes in a Spanifb Farm neere unto it, 
and departed. 

The M after of the Frigat was exceeding glad of our company, and offered to carry 
mec for nothing, but for my prayers to God for him, and for a fafe paflage; which 
hee hoped would not bee above three or four daies failing. W hat hee carried was no¬ 
thing but fome Hony, Hides, Bacon, meal and fowles. The greateft danger he told us 
of, 'was the fetting out from the River,(which runsin fome places with a very ftrong 
ftream, is fballow and full of rocks in other places) till wee come forth to the maine 
Sea. Whither we got out fafely and had not failed on above twenty leagues,when we 
difeovered twofhlpsmakingtowardsus ; our hearts began to quake, and the Matter 
himfelfe of the Frigat wee perceived was not without feare, who fufpe&ed that they 
were Englijb, ot Holland Ships; wee had no guns nor weapons to fight with, faveone- 
ly foure or five Muskets and half a dozen Swords; wee thought the wings of our nim¬ 
ble Frigat might be our beft comfort, and flying away our chiefeft fafety. But this 
comfort foon began to fail os, and oar beft fafety was turned into neer approaching 
danger . for before wee could flie on five leagues towards Portobel, wee couId from our 
Top Maft ealily perceive the two Ships to be Hollanders, and too nimble for our little 
Vellell, which prefendy oneof them (which being a Man of Warrc, was too much 
and too ftrong for our weaknefle) fetchtup, and with a thundring Meffagemade us 
ftrike Saile. Without any fighting wee durft not but yeeld, hoping for better mercy. 
But O what fad thoughts did here run to and fro my dejefted heart, which was ftruck 
down lower then our Saile ? How did I fometimes look upon Deaths frighting viiage? 
But if again I would comfort and incourage my felfe againft this feare of Death j 
how then did I begin to fee an end of all my hopes of ever more returning to my wi- 
fhed and defired Country ? How did I fee that my treafure of Pearles,pret:ous Stones, 
and peeces of Eight, and golden Piftols, which by finging I had got in twelve yeers 
fpace, now within one halfe houre ready to be loft with weeping, and become a fure 
prey to thofe who with as mu?h eafe as I got them, and with laughing were ready to 
fpoile aiee of all that with the found of Flutes, Waits and Organs I had fo long been 
hording up ? Now I faw I mull forcedly andfainedly offer up to a Hollander wbat fu- 
perftitious, yeaalfo forced and fained offerings of Indians to their Saints of Mixco, 
Pinola 3 Amatitlan and Petapa had for a while enriched mee. My further thoughts were 
(bone interrupted by the Hollanders who came abordour Frigat with more fpecd then 
wee defired. Though their Swords, Musketsand Piflol* did not a little terrifie , yet 
Wee were fomewhat comforted, when weennderftood who was their chief Captaine 
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and Commander.and hoped for more mercy from him, who had been born and 
brought up amongft Spaniards , then from the Hollanders ,who as they were little bound 
unto the Spanifb Nation for mercy, fo did wee expeft little from them. The Captain 
of this Holland Ship which took us was a MuIatto,born and bred in Havan4 } vrho(e Mo¬ 
ther I (aw and fpoke with afterwards that fameyeer, when the Gakons ftruck into 
thatPort to expeftthere thereft that were to come from Vera Cruz. This Mulatto 
for fome wrongs which had been offered unto him from fome commanding Spaniards 
in the Havana, ventured himfelf defperately in a boat out to the Sea,where were fome 
Holland Ships waiting for a prize, and with Gods helpe getting unto them, yeelded 
himfelf to their mercy, which hee efteemed farre better then that of his own Country¬ 
men ,promifing to ferve them faithfully againft his owne Nation, which had moftin- 
jurioufly and wrongfully abufed, yea and (as I was afterwards informed) whipped him 
in the Havana. 

This Mulatto proved fo true and faitbfull in his good fervices unto the Hollanders, 
that they efteemed mnch of him, marryedhim toone oftheir Nation,and made him 
Captain of a Ship under that brave and gallant Hollander whom the Spaniards then 
fo much feared,and named, PiedePalo , or WooddenLeg. This famous Mulatto it 
was that with his Sea Souldier* borded ourFrigat, in the which hee had found little 
Worth his labour, had it not been for the Indians offerings which I carryed with mee, 
of which I loft that day the worth of four thoufahd Patacons or peecesof eight in 
pearles, and pretious ftones, andncer three thoufand more in money. The other 
Spaniards loft fome hundreds a peece, which was fo rich a prize, that it made the Hol¬ 
landers ftomach loath the reft of Our grofle provifioh of Bacon, Meale and Fowles, and 
our money tafted Tweeter unto them, then the Hony which ourFrigat alfo afforded 
them. Other things I had (as a Quilt to lie on, fome Bookes, and Lamina’s, which 
are piftures in braffe, and clothes) which I begged of that Noble Captainethe Mu¬ 
latto, who conlldering my Orders and calling, gave mee them freely, andwifhedme 
to bee patient, faying that hee could doe no otherwife then he did with my mony and 
Pearles, and ufing that common Proverbe at Sea, Oj pormi , manana per ti, today 
fortnne hath been for mee, to morrow it may bee for thee : or to day I have got what 
to morrow I may lofe again.Here I made ufe alfo of that common faying,that il gotten 
goods never thrive,and perceived it was the will of my heavenly F ather to take from me 
what fo unlawfully by fuperftitious and idolatrous Mafles,by Offerings Unto Idols and 
Statues of Saints I had got amongft the Indians. I offered in lieu of thofe former offer¬ 
ings my will unto niy Lord Gods will, defiring him to grant mee patience to bear that 
great Ioffe. I confefle, though it was very cro fie to flefh and blood, yet I found an 
inward fpirituall ftrengthning from above,and to be very true what PWwrites to the 
Hebrews in the 12 Chapter , and Verfe 11. faying. No chaining for the prejent feetnetb to 
bee mow, but grievous ; Mvertbelefje afterward it yeeldetb the peaceable fruit of rigbteouf- 
neffe unto them which are extreifedthereby : for that very day I found my inward man 
quiet and peaceable with a full and totall fubmiflion unto'the holy will of God, 
which I defired might bee done in earth, in the Sea, and performed and obeyed by me 
atthatprefent, aS itisalwayes done in heaven. And although this was my beft and 
chief comfort, yet from the creature by the Creators permiflion I had alfo Come com¬ 
fort left in a few piftols, fome Angle, fome double, which I had fowed up in 
my Quilt (which the Captain reftored unto mee, faying it was the bed I lay in) and 
in the doublet which I had at that prefent, which mounted to altnoft a thoufand 
Crownes, and in their fearching was not found out. After the Captain and Soul- 
diers had well viewed their prize, they thought of refrefhing their ftornacks with feme 
of our provifion; the goodGaptaine made a ftately dinner in our Frigat,and invited 
mee unto it, and knowing that I was going towards the Havana , befides many other 
brindi’s or healths, hee drank oneunto his mother, defiring mee to fee her, and to re¬ 
member him unto her, and how that for her fake hee had ufed mee well and courte- 
oufly in what hee could; and further at Table hee (aid that for my fake hee would 
give us our Frigat that wee might return again to land, and that I might find out from 
thence fome fafer way and means to get to Tortobelo, & to continue on my journey un- 
to Spain. Afterdinner I conferred with theCaptain alone,andtold him that I was no 
Spaniard, but an E nglifb man born,(hewing him the Licence which I had from Rome to 
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goe to England, and that therefore I hoped, noc being of an enemy nation to tbe 
Hollanders, he would reftore unto me what goods were mine. Butalhhis was of lit¬ 
tle coniequence with him, who had already taken poffeflion of mine, and all other 
goods in the (hip: he told me, I muft fuffer withthofe, amonglf whom I was found 
and that I might as wel claime all the goods in the (hip for mine. I defired him then to’ 
carry raealong.with him to Holland^ that from thence 1 might get toE n'glawd, which 
alfo he refufed to doe, telling me that he went about from one place to another and 
knew not when he (hould goe to Holland , and that he was daily ready to fight w’ith a- 
ny Spanifo (hip, andif he (hould fight with the Spaniards whilftl was in his (hip his 
fouldiers in their hot blood might be ready to doe me a mifehiefe, thinking I w ould 
doe them harm,ifin fightthey (hould be taken by the Spaniards. With thefe his anfwers 
I faw there was no hope of gettingagaine what now was loft,therefore ( as before') 
I commended my felfe againe to Gods providence and proteaion. The Souldiers 
and Mariners of the Holland (hip , made haft thatafccrnocne, to unlcdethe goods 
of our Frigat into their Man of warre 5 which tooke them up that,and part of the next 
day, whilft we as prifoners were wafting up and down the fea with them. And where¬ 
as we thought our mony had (atisfied them enough,and to the full,we found the next 
day that they had alfo a ftcmack to our fowles and Bacon, and wanted our Meale to 
make them bread, and our hpny to (weettn theirmoufhes, and our Hydes for (hooes 
andboote*; all which they tooke away, leaving me my Quilt, Bookes and brafle 
piftures, and to the Mafler of the frigat (ome fmall provihon, as much as might car¬ 
ry us to land, which was not far off, and thus they tooke their leaves of us than¬ 
king us for their good entertainment. And we weary of filch guefts, fome p’rayine 
to God that they might never entemine tbe like againe, fomecurfmg them all, and 
efpecially the Mulatto to hell, calling him Renegade; fome thanking God for their 
lives which were given them for a prey, we all returned again to We from whence we 
had let out, and goingu£the river, were almoft like to bee caft away, and lofe our 
fives, after we had loft our goods. When we cametoland, tbe Spaniards about the 
Countrey pitied our ca(e,and helped us with almes gathering a Colleftion for us The 
three Spaniard, of my company loft all their mony and moftof them bed clothes,yec 
they had referved fome bills of Exchange for money to be taken up at Tortobek. which 
I wi(lied I had alfo for what I had loft. For theprefentweknewnot what 
courfe to take; we thought of going to Rio de lot Anzmlos, but we were informed 
that certainly the frigats there were either gone, or would be gone before we could get 
thither; and it they flayed not with the newes of the Hollanders (hips at fea they ei¬ 
ther already were or would be their prize,as we had been. We refolved therefore with 
the charitable alliftance of the Spaniards about the Countrey to returae again to Car¬ 
thago, and from thence to take'fome better direftions.In the way we conferred what 
we had laved, the Spaniards bragged yet of their bills of Exchange, which would 
yeeid them mony atCarthago , I fro uld not let them know what I had laved, but fome- 
whatl told them I had kept. and we agreed all the way we went to fi gn jfi e nothing 
but poverty and nufery, that the Indians and Spaniards in the way might pitty and 
commiferate us, and our great Ioffes. When we came to Cart hago we were indeed 
much pittied, and Collections were made for us ; and as it was txpe&ed from mee 
that I (hould ling againe at the Altars ( who truely could rather have cried to fee and 
confider my many misfortunes and difafters, which I defired might at Iaft by a fafe re- 
turneto England, prove the trials of the faith I intended to fearch out l and that I 
mould preach wherefoever I came ; fo by thefe two Waies, of finging and of hud- 
ling over Vomintvs vobifeum and the reft of theMaffe, and by accepting of what Ser¬ 
mons were recommended unto me, I began againe to (fore my felfe with monies. Yet 
I knew that in fuch a poore Countrey as that was, where I was little knowne,I could 
noc poflibly get enough to bring me home with credit into England- and therefore the 
cunning enemy finding me to (land upon my credit, began fl rongly to tempt me tore- 
turneagaine to Guatemala ( where I doubted not but I (hould be Welcomed and enter¬ 
tained by my friends) and to fettle my felfe there, untill I had againe by factiti¬ 
ous, bafe, fuperftitious, and idolatrous means, and works, made up a new purfe to 
feturne with credit home. r 

But I perceiving that God all eady had (hewed himfelfe angry,and juftjy taken from 
raei what by unlawfull meanes I had in twelve yeers obtaimd,bad Satan avaunt, pur- 
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poling never more toreturnetotheflefhpots of Egypt, and to goe ftill home-wards, 
thpughin the way I did beg my bread. Yetfleit Imightbe fufpe&ed amongft the 
Spaniard], and troubled for notrxercifingmy orders and funSion) Irefolved to take 
tvhat as to a ftrangera nd traveller for preaching or any other exercife might be offer¬ 
ed unto me. 

Thus with courage refolving to goe on ftill towards England\ I enquired at Carthago 
which way I might get to Portohelo. Butthisdooreof hope was faft (hut up. though 
my truft in Gods providence was not weakened. In this ieafon, there came to Car¬ 
thago fome two or three hundred Mules unfadled or unloaden with fome Spaniards , In¬ 
dians y and Black^morer, from the parts of Comayagua and Guatemala to convey them 
to Panama by land, over the mountaines of Veragua there to be fold. This is theyeer- 
ly and onely trading by land, which Guatemala , Comayagua , and Nicaragua , hath 
with Panama over that narrow lflhmus lying between the North, and South fea, 
which is very dangerous by reafon of the craggy waxes, rockes, and mountaines, but 
more efpecially,by reafon of many Heathens,Barbarians and favage people, which as 
yet are not conquered by the Spaniards, and fometimeldo great hurt and mifchief, and 
kill thofe that with Mules paffe through their Countrey, efpecially if they mifdemean 
themfelves, or pleafe them Jnot well. Yet for all thefe difficulties,! was entertaining a 
thought to go along with thofe Mules and Spaniards, which were now on their way by 
land to Panama.The three Spaniards were halfe of the fame mind^but the providence of 
God who better ordereth and difpofeth mansaffaires then he himfelfe, difappointed 
thefe our thoughts for our good and fafety, as after we were informed ; for we heard 
for certain at Nicoya, that fome ofthofe Mules and Spaniards were killed by the Barba¬ 
rians and favage Indians , amongft whom my life might have been loft, if I had attem¬ 
pted that hard and dangerous journey ; from which many well wiffiers at Carthago did 
diffwade me,both for the danger of the Indians, and for the difficulties of the waies and 
mountaines, which they told me the weakeneffe of my body would never indure. Af¬ 
ter we had wholly defifted from this Land journey, the beft counfell,that we had from 
fome Merchants our friends, was to try whether Mar del Zur, or the South fea,would 
favour our defigneand journey,better then the Mar del Norte , or the Noithfea had 
done; who wiffied us to goe to Nicoya, and from thence to Ghira, and to the Golfo de 
Salinas , where they doubted notbutweftould find (hipping to Panama. Wee were 
willing to follow any good advife and counfell; yet we knew that this was the laft ffiifc 
which we could make,and the non plus ultra of our hopes,and that if here we ffiould be 
difappointed, we could expeft no other way ever to get to Panama, except we ffiould 
venture our lives moft defperately over the mountaines of Veragua , and by land with¬ 
out any guide or company through the Countrey of the Barbarians, (who before 
had (Line fome Spaniards palling that way ) or elfe ffiould returne againe, all the way 
that we had come,to Re ale jo, where our hopes might be fruftrated, and peradventure 
no (hipping found for Panama , without a yeerswaitingfor it. 

We refolved therefore to follow this our friends counfell, and to goe yet to Nicoya, 
and from thence to Golfo de Salinas , where laughing, I told the three Spaniards of my 
company, that if we were difappointed, we would like Hercules fetup a Pillar to e- 
ternize ou' feme, with our names, and this infcripcion upon it, Non plus Vltra , for 
thatbeyondit there was no other Portj, Haven, orplacc, to take (hipping to Panama-, 
neither could any man have done more(nor ever did any Englijh man in that Coun¬ 
trey doe more then my felfe ) then wee had done, but efpecially my felfe, who from 
Mexico had thus travelled by land to Nicoys at leaft fix hundred leagues, or eighteen 
hundred Englijh miles ftraight from North to South,befides what I had travelled from 
j Vera Cruz to Mexico, and from Guatemala to Vera Paz, and to P uerto de CavaBospr 
Golfo dulce, and from thence to T ruxillo, and from thence back againe to Guatemala , 
which was at leaft thirteen or fourteen hundred Englijh miles more,which I thought to 
eternize upon a pillar at Nicoya. Eut what there was not erefted, I hope here ffiall be 
eternized, and that this my true and faithfull Hiftory ffiall beea Monument of three 
thoufand,and three hundred miles travelled by an Englifo man,within the main land of 
Americajbetides other fea navigations to Vanama,ftom Vortobtho Cartbagena,znd from 
thence unto the Havana.The way which we travelled from Carthago to Nicoya was very 
mountainous,hard,& unpleafant,for we met with few Eftancia’s of Spaniards,™* few 
Indian Towns, and thofe very poor,ftnal,and all of dejefted and wretched people,Yet 
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TITZ T T^ M d head °l a SpaniJh ^ Vernn ^ where *ee found one 
Jufio de Salazar, Alcalde Major, who entertained us very well, and provided lodg- 

mgs for us for the time that wee fhould abide there, and comforted us withhopeful 
wo rds that though for theprefent there was no fhip or frigat in the Golfe of S afoot, 
yet he doubted net, but very Ihortly one would come from Panama thither, for Salt 
and other commodit.es, as yeerjy they were wont.The time of the yeer when we came 

Confeffions and by giving the Comm union get many money offer; ngs. 7 

The time, and the Fraccifcan Frier who had the Paftorfhip and charge of that 
Towne, wereboth very commodious unto me,who could not refufeaslonfas I ftav 

fion upon felfe. The Frier of the Towne was a Pertingal, who about three weeks 

L!rTeAkdde n M^o ^ff^j*- Ver ^ 8 re f bicke ' ^ and ft rife with Juft. de Sa . 
lo&ar the Alcalde Maior, for defending the Indians, whom Salazar did grievouflv 

w P h‘r f Cj rtl Cm f 0ying r th u m '? hlS ’ and his wifes fervice as Haves, and not paying them 
from rhei h h °* their , biowe . s was due unto them, and commanding them to be 
from their home and from their wives, and from their Church upon the Sabbath 

1 Wdlthat day u SSany 0ther ‘ Which the ^iernot end„ring,S- 

Makr But h ?S C ° f'V"? ? L ch un,awfuiI commands from their Alcalde 

f , r * ,( >/'’ ^ who had been trained up in warresand fighting and 

had faved formerly in the Callle of Mil. „) thougheit a great JfSZShim 
now to be curbed by a Frier, and by filch a one to beinterrcipted in his government of 
the Indian) 3a nd in thewaksof hi.own.Iucreand game. the^>«.K^te- 
ter words and defiances, which had palled between him and the Frier, he came on 
ay re olntely to the Friers houfe with hisfworddrawne ; and certainly had not the 
Fnertonaflitobyfomeof thetotor, he had killed him. Th Stein, a to 
yh^ and Handing upon his calling, Orders, and Preilthood, priming that to 

oSTlSSS'o*°i endy ’ ,Cft h .i. S bring an e X co m Tungatlon up! 

ontheltnkerand otfendour, would not fiie from him, but dared him boldlv- which 

P' ^^tion to Salazars heat and paflion, andcaufcd him to lift’up his 
fword, and aime his blow and ftroke at the Frier, which fell fo unhappily tha^with 
uheftruckcot two of the Friers fingers,and had undoubted ^ 

S,™ S andda to™ to the Frier, had not the Mil interpofedThrmfdvT 
yeffor'thac^e w^ama'n^f^i^'h 130 '^ 1 '- * Gr thisa&ionTxconirmmicated^ 

fromtbeB fhopof Sic 8 ^fothorny, he tone go. off his excommunication 
_ : ^ P C °P anCa > at) o lent h 1S complaint to the Chancery of Guatemala 

Mendicant Preid "urT*"»»• « •* ^oeeSlThe 
“b" Jaf “ r i fo ' CasI ™>infornied)heecaufedtheFrier 

one to helpe him * who alone not being able to performe fo great a charee^ of manv 

Sue Blac ft™“>™ d MUttSj, who from the Countrey 

fit sabloived t0 haVC their Confeffi °ns heard, their 

lm s abloiyedj the word preached, and the Communion to be given them • hearine of 

my commmgdelired me to affiU and helpe him, and that lor my paiLel” fliould have 

warded unto me. I ftaiedm this Towne from the fecond week of Lent umill Eafter 
ftin^nV Wh / re WHaC -r th tbreeSermons at ten Crowries a peecc, what with my daily 
ThevvTetSSaft " ng85 1 8°/ ab . outa n hundredand fiftyCrownes 
1 he weeke before Eafter newes came of a frigat from Panama to Go/fade S afoot 

kkar h cTm C i C T f ° rted , w . ho 3,1 ead y be 8 a n to miftruft the delay The Mailer of the 

which is as Court thereabouts; and with him the three W 
Zi * d tu y e ? greC r for O0r P a(fa ? e to ? “ a - About Onra, Golfe de Salinl and 
SSnif*!? are f ° m i farr ?u °L S P aniardt * few and very Imall Indian Townes, who 
areali like flares employed by the Alcalde Maior, to make him a kind of Ihrcd cabled 
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Pita, which isa very rich Commodity in Spain , efpecially of thatcolour wherewith 
ids dyed in thefe parts of Hicsja, which a is purple colour-for the which the Indians 
are here much charged to work about the Sea fliore, and there to finde out certainfhels 
wherewith they make this purple dye. 

There are alfo fhels for other colours, which are not knowne to be fo plentifully in 
any other placeashere. About Chira and Golfode Salinas the chief commodities are 
Salt, Hony, Maiz, fome Wheat and Fowles, which every yeer they fend by fome few 
Frigatsto Panama, which from thence come on purpofe to fetch them with this pur¬ 
ple coloured thred, or Pita, which I have (poken of. The Frigat which came when 
I was there,was foon laden with thefe Commodities, and with it we fet out hoping to 
have been at Panama within five or fix dayes. But as often before we had been eroded 
fo likewife in this ihort pafiage wee were driving with the Wind, Sea, and Corrientes^ 
as they are called (which are fwift ftreamesas of aRiverJ fourefull weekes. After 
the firit day that wee fet out, wee were driven with a wind and ftorme towards Peru 
till wee came under the very /Equino&iall line, where what with exceflive heat, what 
with mighty ftormes, we utterly defpaired of life.But after one week that we had th-us 
run towards, itpleafedGod in whomandby whom all creatures live, move, and 
have their being, to comfort us againe with hopesof life, fending us a profperous gale, 
which drove us out of that Equino&iall heat, and ftormy Sea, towardsthe Iflands of 
Per/<<r,and Putrta de Cbame ,lying on the South fide of the Mountaines of Veragua, from 
whence wee hoped within two dayes at the mod, to be at reft and Anchor at Panama■ 
But yet thefe'our hopes were fruftrated, for there our wind was calmed,and we fell up¬ 
on thofe ftrong Corrientes or dreams, whichdraveus backin the night for the (pace 
of almod a fortnight as much as wee had failed in the day. Had not God againe been 
merciful here unto us,we had cefpiinly perilhed in this our driving with the dream; for 
although wee wanted not provifionoi food, yet our drink failed us fo, that for foure 
dayes wee taded neither drop ofwine or water, orany thing that might quench our 
third:, fave onely a little hony which wee found did caufe more third in us,which made 
mee and fome others to drink our own Urine, and to refrelh our mouthes with peeces 
of lead bullets, which did for a while refrefb, butwould not long have fufficed Na¬ 
ture,had not Gods good Providence lent us fuch a wind which in the day drave us quite 
off from thofe Corrientes. Our fird thoughts were then to drike either to the Conti- 
nent,br fome Ifland of many which were about us to feek for water,finding our bodies 
weak and languifhing ; which the Captaine of the Ship would by no meanes yeeld un¬ 
to, affuring us that that day hee would land us at Panama • but wtC not being able to 
faile on without drink, unlefie wee fhould yeeld to have our dead and not live bodies 
landed where hee promifed, thought it no good purchafe though we might buy all 
Panama with our lives, which wee judged could not hold out another day ; andfeeing 
that the wind began to flacken, we all required him to drike into fome Ifland for wa- 
ter-which lie ftubbornly refufed and denyed to doe ; whereupon the three Spaniards and 
fome of the Mariners mutined againft him with drawn Swords,threatning to kill him 
ifhebetooke nor himfelfe prefently tofbmelfland. The goodMafter thought it bad 
fportto fee Swords at his bread:, and fo commanded his Ship to bee turnedto two or 
three Iflands,which were not above two or three houres fail from us. When we drew 
nigh untothem, wee caft our Anchor, and our Cock-boat, and happy was hee that 
could firftcaft himfelf into it to be rowed to land to fill his belly with water. The 
fird Ifland wee landed upon, was on that fide unhabitable,where wee (pent much, time 
running to and fro,over heating our (elves and increafing our third; thus whild one 
ran one way, and another tryed another to find out fome fountain, our hopes being 
frudrated and I loft in the Wood, and my (hooes tome from my feet,with ftony rocks, 
and many thornes and bufhes in other places. my company betook themlelves to the 
Cock-boat to try another Ifland, leaving mee alone, and loft in the Wood -cue 
of which at laft when I came, and found the Cock-boat gone from the diore, I began 
toconfider myfelf a dead man, thinking that they had found water and were gone 
to Ship, and not finding mee would hoife up their fades for Panama. Thus being 
dejefted I cryed out to the Ship, which I perceived could not poffibly hear my weak 
voycc, and running up and down the Rocks to fee if I could difeover theCock boat, 
I perceived it was notwiththe Ship, and efpied it at the next Ifland. With this I be¬ 
gan to hope better things of them that they would call for mee when they bad gotten 
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water ; fo I came down from the Rocks to the plain (Lore, where I found a fhade of 
trees and amongft them fome berries (which might have been poifon, for I knew 
them not) wherewith I refrtfhed my mouth for a while ; bat my body fo burned that 
I thought there with heat, weaknefleand faintnefle I fhould have expired and given up 
theGhoft. 1 thoughtby (trippingmy felfe naked and going into the Sea unto my 
neck, I might thus refrefti my body, which 1 did, andcommingoutagaine into the 
(hade, I fell into a deep deep, in fo much that the Cock-boat comming for mee, and 
the company hollowing unto mee, I awaked not, which made them feare that I was 
dead or loft; till landing, one fearched for mee one way, and another another, and 
fothey found me,who might have been a prey to feme wild Beaft,or dept till the Frigat 
had gone away, and fo have pcriftied in a barren and unhabitable ifland. When they 
awaked mee, I was glad to fee my good company, and the fii ft thing I enquired for, 
was, if they had got any water; they bad mee bee of good cheere and arife, for they 
had water enough, and Oranges and Lemmons from another Ifland, where they met 
with Spaniards that did inhabit it. I madehafte with them to the Boar,and no (ooner 
was I entred into it, but they gave mee to drink as much as I would. The water was 
warme and unfetled, for they could not take it up fo but that they tooke of the gravel! 
and bottome of the Fountain, which made it looks very muddy ; yet for all this (as 
though my life had depended upon it) I drank up a whole pot of it; which no fooner 
hadldranke, butfuch was the weakneffe of my ftomackthatitprefently caft it up a- 
gaine not being able to beare it. With this they wifhed me to eat an Orange ora Lem¬ 
mon; but them alfo did my ttomack rejeft; fo to our Frigac wee went, and in the 
way I fainted fo that the company verily thought I would die, before wee got aboard. 
When wee came thither I called againe for water, which was no fooner downe my fto- 
mack, but prefcntly up again; they had mee to bed with a burningFeaver upon mee; 
where I lay that night expefting nothing but death, and that the Sea (hould bee my 
grave. 

The Mailer of the Ship feeing the wind was turned,began to bee much troubled,and 
feared that with that wind he {hould never get to Panama. He refolved to venture upon 
away, which never before hee had tryed; which was, to get between the two Iflands 
which wee had fearched for water, knowing that the wind, which on this fide was 
contrary, on the other fide of the Iflands would bee favourable unto him. Thus to¬ 
wards the Evening hec tooke up Anchor and hoifed up his failes, and refolved to pafle 
his Frigat betwen the two Iflands; which how dangerous and de(perate an attempt It 
was,the event witnefled.Ilay inthis(eafon(asI may truely fay)upon my death bed,noc 
regarding which way the Matter oftheShip,or fortune carried mee,(b that the mercy 
of the Lord carry ed my foule to heaven. No fooner had the Frigat fteered her courie 
between the narrow paflage of the two Iflands, when being carryed with the dream 
too much to the one fide of the land it ran upon a Rock; fo that theveryftern was lif¬ 
ted up, and almoft caft out of the Pilots hands, whocryed out not to God, butunto 
the Virgin Mary faying, Ayudid nos Virgm Santijpma, que fi no aquims penemos ^ help 
us, O moft holy Virgin, for if not, here were perifb. This,and the outcry of all that 
were in the Frigat gave unto mee an Alarm of death; from thewhich yet it pleaftd 
God by the meanes anddiligenceof thepainefull Mariners to deliver mee and all the 
Company, for with much adoe moft part of that night they haled from the Cock¬ 
boat the Frigat off from the Rock, after the ftreame had made it three feverall times to 
(trike upon it. After a very troublefome night in the morning wee got our little Ship 
out of all danger and from between the two Iflands on the other fide of them, where 
wee failed prolperoufly towards Panama. That morning my ftomaek recovered fome 
of its loft ftrength, and I began to eat and to drink,and to walk about, rejoycing much 
to fee thofe pleafant Iflands which wee (ailed by. In the Evening wee got to Puerto de 
Perico ; where Wee caft Anchor, eXpe&ing to bee fearched in the morning; but that 
nighc(the Mailer of our Ship having gone to (hore)the wind turned and blew fo ftrong 
that wee loft our Anchor,and and were driven back almoft to la Vacbeaue and (eared 
wee (hould bee carried out into the Ocean againe fo farre that we (hould with great dif¬ 
ficulty get to Panama.But that God whom the Sea and winds doe obey, turned againe 
thatcontrary wind into a profperous gale,wherewith wee came once more unto Pericoj 
and being fearched wee went on with full fail toVanama- Being neere the Port and 
without an Anchor in our Ship the wind once more blew us back and had not the Ship 
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Mafter fent us an Anchor, we had gon againe to Pachtque or further. But with that 
anchor we ftayed all that night at Perico, wondring among our felves that Co man y 
erodes fhould befall us, which made fome fay thac we were bewitched 5 others , that 
certainly there was amongft us fome excommunicated perfon, whom they faid if they 
knew of,they would hurle him over bord.Whilft they were in this difcourfe,the wind 
turned yet againe, and we levying our anchor went onto Panama, whither it pleated 
God that titnefafely to conduft us in. I being now well ftrengthenedmade no ftay in 
that frigat, which I thought would have been my laft abiding place in this world, but 
went to land, and betooke my telfe totheCloifterof the Dominicans, where I ftay¬ 
ed almoft fifteen daies viewing and reviewing thatCity ; which is governed lik cGuate- 
mala by a Prefident and fix Judges, and a Court of Chancery , and is a Bilhops tea. It 
hath more ftrength towards the South fea, then any other Port which on that fide X 
had teen, and fome Ordnances planted for the defence of it; butthehoufeS are of the 
leaft ftrength of any place that I had entred in; for lime and ftone is hard to come by, 
and therefore for that reafon, and for the great heatthere,moft of the houfes are built 
of timber and bords; the Prefidents houfe, nay the beft Church walls are but bords, 
which ferve for ftone and bricke, and for tiles to cover the top. The heat is fo extra¬ 
ordinary that a linnen cut doublet, with fome flight ftuffe or taffetie breeches is the 
common cloathingof the inhabitants. Fi(h,fruits and herbage for fallets is more 
plentifull there then flefli; the coole water of the Coco is the womens beft drinke, 
though Chocolatte alfo, and much wine from Tern be very aboundilig.The Spaniard* 
are in this City much given tofinne, ioofenefle and veneryefpecially, who make 
the Blacky-morej,( who are many, rich, and gallant ^thechiefe objects of their Iuft. 
It is held to be one of the richeft places in all America , having by land and by the river 
Chiagre commerce with the North tea, and by che South, trading with all Peru,EaJl- 
Jndid’s, Mexico, and Hondurat. Thither is brought the chiefe treafure of Peru in 
two or three great IhipSjWhich lie at anchor at Puerto de Perico fome three leagues from 
the City ; for the great ebbing of the tea at that place efpecially fuffereth not any great 
veflell to come neerer, where daily the tea ebbs and falls away from the City two or 
three miles,leaving a mud 3 which is thought to caute much unhealthinefle in that place, 
being tecondcd with many other muddy and moorifh places about the Town. It con- 
fifteth of fome five thoufand inhabitants, and maintaineth at leaft eight Gloifters of 
Nuns and Friers. I feared much the heats, and therefore made as much hafte out of it 
as I could. I had my choice of company by land and water to Portobelo. Butconfi- 
dering the hardnefle of the mountaine* by land, I refolved to goe by the river Chiagre-, 
and fo at midnight I tet out from ^Panama to Venta de Cruzes, which is ten or twelve 
leagues from it. The way is thither very plaine for the mod part, and pleafant in the 
morning and evening. 

Before ten of the clock we got to Venta de Cruzes, where live none but Mulatto's ana 
Blackymores, who belong unto the flat boates that carry the merchandize to Portobeh 
There I had very good entertainment by that people, whodefired me to preach unto 
them the next Sabbath day, and gave me twenty Crownes for a Sermo n, and procelu- 
on. After five daies of my abode there, the boats fet out, which were much flop¬ 
ped in their paflage downe the river ; for in fome places we found the water very low, 
fo that the boats ran upon the gravell; from whence with poles and the ftrength of the 
Black-mores they were to be lifted off againe;fometimes again we met with fiich ftreatns 
thatcarrieduswiththefwiftnefle of anarrowdowne under trees and boughes by the 
river fide, which fometimes alfo flopped us till we had cut downe great branches of 
trees. Had not it pleated God to fend us after the firft weeke plentifull raine, which 
made the water run downe from the mountaines and fill the river ( which otherWile 
of it felfe is very ftiallow ) we might have had a tedious and longer paflage; but after 
twelve daies we got to the fea,and at the point landed atthe Caftle to refrefti our te’ves 
for halfe a day. Certainly the Spaniards truft to the ftreames and (hallownefle of that 
river which they thinke will keep off any forain nation, from attempting tocome up 
to Venta de Cruz.es and from thence to Panama, orelte they would ftrengthen more 
and fortifie that Caftle, which in my time wanted great reparations, and was ready to 
fall downe to the ground. The Governour of the Caftle was a notable wine-bibber, 
who plyed us with that liquor the time that we ftayed there, and wanting a Chaplain 
for himtelfe, and Souldiers, would faine have had me ftayed with him ; 
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matters called roe further, audio I tookeroy leave of him, who gave us fome dain¬ 
ties of frelh meat, fifh, and conferves, and fo difmified us. We got out to the open 
fea, difeoveringfirft the Efctedo de Veragua , and keeping fomewhat clofe unto the 
land we went on rowing towards Portobel, till the evening which was Saturday nightj 
then we caft anchor behind a little Ifland,refoIving in the morning to enter in Portobel. 
The Black^mores all that night kept watch for fear of Hollander /, whom they faid did 
often lie in wait thereabouts for the boats of Cbiagre-, but wepaffedthe night fafely, 
and next morning got to Portobelo , whofe haven we obferved to bevery ftrong with 
two Cattles at the mouth and conftant watch within them, and another called St. Adi- 
guel further in the Port. 

When I came into the Haven I was forry to fee that as yet the Galeons were not 
come from Spaint , knowing that the longer I ttayed in that place,greater would.be my 
charges. Yet I comforted my lelfe that the time of the yeer was come, and that they 
could not Iongdehfy their coming. My firft thoughts were of taking up a lodging, 
which at that time Were plentifull and cheape, nay fome were offered me for nothing 
with this caveat, that when the Galeons did come, I mutt either leave them, or pay a 
dear rate for them. A kind Gentleman, who was the Kings Treafurer, tailing in 
difeourfe with me promifed tohelpe me, thatl mightbe cheaply lodged even when the 
{hips came, and lodgings were atthehigheftrate.Hee, interpolinghis authority,wenc 
withmetofeekeone, which at the time of the fleets being there, might continue to be 
mine. It was no bigger then would containe a bed, a table, andaftooleor two,with 
roome enough befides to open and fhut the doore, and they demanded of me for it 
during the forefaid time of the Fleet, fixcore Crownes, which commonly is a fort¬ 
night. For the Towne being little, and the Souldiers, that come with the Galeons 
for their defence at leaft four or five thoufand-befides Merchants from Per»,firom Spain 
and many other places to buy and fell, is the caufe that every roome, though never 
fo fmall be dear; and fometimes all the lodgings in the Towne are few enough for fo 
many people* which atthat timedoemeet at Pertobel, I knew a Merchant whogavea 
thoufand Crownes for a fhop of reafonable bignefle,to fell his waresand commodities 
that yeer that I was there,for fifteen daies onIy,which the Fleet continued to be in that 
Haven. 1 thought it much for me to give the fixcore Crownes which were demanded 
of me for a room,which was but as a moufe hole, and began tobetroubled 5 and told 
the Kings Treafurer that I had been lately robbed at fea, and was not ableto givefo 
much j and bee befides at charges for my diet, which I feared would prove as much 
more. But not a farthing would be abated of what wasasked; whereupon the good 
Treafurer pitying me,offered to the man of the houfe to pay him threefcore Gi-owns 
of it,if fo be that I was able to pay thereft,whichl mutt doe, or elfe lie without in the 
ftreet. Yet till the Fleet did come I would not enter into this deare hole, but accept- 
ted of another faire lodging which was offered me for nothing. Whileftlthus ex- 
petted the Fleets coming, fome mony and offerings I got for Mafles, and for two Ser- 
mons which I preached at fifteen Crownes a peece. I vifited the Cattles, which in¬ 
deed feesned unto me to be very ftrong; but what moft I wondred at was to fee the re- 
q.ua*s of Mules which came thither from Panama, laden with wedges of filver. in one 
day I told two hundred Mules laden with nothing elfe , which were unladen in the 
publicke Market pIace,fo that there the heapes of filver wedges lay like heaps of ftones 
in the ftreet, without any feareor fufpition of beingloft. Within ten daies the fleet 
came,confiftingof eight Galeons and ten Merchant (hips, which forced me to run to 
my hole. It was a wonder then to fee the multitude of people in thole ftreets which 
the weeke before had been empty. 

Then began the price of all things to rife,a fowl to be worth twelve Rials,which in 
the main land within I had often bought for one; a pound of beefe then was worth 
two Rialls,whereas I had had in other places thirteen pound for half a Rial],and fo of 
all other food and provifion,which was fo exceflive dear , that I knew not how to live 
but by fi(h and Tortoifes, which there are very many, and though fomewhat deare, 
yet were thecheapeft meat that I could eate. Ic was worth feeing how Merchants fold 
their commodities, not by the Ell or yard, but by the piece and weight,not paying in 
coined peeces ofmony, but in wedges which were weighed and taken for commodi¬ 
ties. This lafted but fifteen dayes, whilft theGaleonswerelading with wedges of 
filver and nothing elfe 5 fo that for thofe fifteen daies, I dare boldly fay and avouch. 
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that in the world there is no greater Fair then that of Vortobd , between the Spanijh 
Merchants and thofe of Pertt } Panama ? and other parts thereabouts. 

Whileft this traffique was, it happened unto me, that which I have formerly tcftl- 
fied in my Recantation Sermon at Paul* Church, which if by that meanes it have not 
come unto the knowledge of many, I defire again to record it in thismy Hiftory,thac 
to all England k may bepublifhed; which was,that one day faying Made inthechiefc 
Church, after the Confecration of the bread,being with my eyes fhut at that mentall 
prayer,which the Church of Rome calleth the Mementofot their dead,there came from 
behind the Altar a moufe,which running about,came to the very bread or wafer God of 
the Papifts, and taking it in his mouth ran away with it, not being perceived by any 
of the people who were at Maffe,for that the Altar was high by reafbn of thefteps go- 
inguptoit, and the peoplefarre beneath. But as foone as I opened my eyes to goe 
on with my Made, and perceived my God ftollen away,I looked about the Altar,and 
faw the moufe running away with it; whichonafuddain did fo ftupifie me, that I 
knew not well whattodoeor fay, and calling my witstogether, I thought that if I 
fhould take no notice of the mifchance, andany bodyelfe in the Church fhould, I 
might juftly be queftioned by the Inquifitiorgbut if I fhould call to the people to look 
for the Sacrament, then I might bee but chid and rebuked for my carelefTeneffe; which 
of the two I thought would be more eafily borne, then the rigour of the Inquifition. 
Whereupon not knowing what the people had feen, I turned my felfe unto chem,and 
called them unt o the Altar, and told them plainely,thac whileft I was in my Memento 
prayers and meditations,a moufe had carried away the Sacrament,andthatIknewnot 
wh it to doe, unlefle they would helpe me to find it out again. The people called a 
Prieft that was at hand, who prefently brought in more of his Coat; and as if their 
God by this h id been eaten up they prefently prepared themfelves to find out the chiefs 
as if they would eat up the moufe that had fo affaulced and abufed their God j they 
lighted candles and torches to find out the Malefaftour in his fecret and hidden places 
of the wall ; and after much fearchingand enquiry for the facrilegious beaft, they 
found at Iaft in a hole of the wall the Sacrament halfe eaten up; which with great joy 
they took out,and as if the Arke had been brought again from the Pbilifiims to the 
Ifraelites , fo they rejoyced for their new found God, whom with many people now 
refortcd to the Church, with many lights of candles and Torches, with joyfulland 
folemne muficke they carried about the Church in proceffion. My felfe was prefent 
upon my knees, fhaking and quivering for what might be done unto mee, and ex- 
pefting my doome and judgement; and as the Sacrament palled by me,I obfcrved in it 
themarkesand fignesof the teeth of the moufe, as they are to bee feen in a piece of 
cheefe gnawne and eaten by it. 

This frrack mee with fitch horrour, that I cared not at that prefent whether I had 
been torne in a thoufand peices for denying publickely that Moufe»eaten God, 
I called to my beft memory all Philofophy concerning fubftance and accidents, and re- 
folved within my felfe that what I faw gnawne, was not an accident, but fome reall 
fubftance eaten and devoured by that vermin, which certainly was fed and nourifhed 
by what it had eaten, and Philofophy well teacheth; fubftantiaCibiQnonaccidemit'yeon - 
vertitur injubjlantiamalii* , the fubftance (not the accident} of the food or meat is con¬ 
verted, and turned into the fubftance of the thing fed by it and alimented; Now here 
I knew that this Moufe had fed upon fome fubftance, or elfe how could the markes of 
the teeth fo plainely appeared But no Papift will bee willing to aufwer that it fed up¬ 
on the fubftance of Chrifts Body, ergo by good confequence it followes that it fed up¬ 
on the fubftance of bread ; and fo Tranfobftantiation here in my judgement was con¬ 
futed by a Moufe ; which meane and bafe creature God chofe to convince mee of my 
former errours, and made mee now refolve upon what many yeeres before I had doub- 
ted,that certainly the point of T ranfubftantlation taught by the Church of Rome is moft 
damnable and erroneous j for befides, what before I have obferved, it contradifteth 
that Philofophicall Axiome, teaching that dm contrctdiUorla non pojjunt fimul & femel de 
eodem verificari y tvto contradictories cannot at once and atthe felt fame time be laid,and 
Verified ofthe fame thing; but here it Was fo ; for here in Romeo Judgement and opi¬ 
nion Chrifts body was gnawne and eaten, and at the fame time the fame body in ano¬ 
ther place and upon another Altar in the hands of another Preift was not eaten and 
gnawne. Therefore here are two contradiftories verified of the fame body of Chrift' 
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to wit, it was eaten and gnawne, and it was not eaten and gnawne. Thefe impreffions 
at that time were fo great in me, that I refolved within my felfe, that bread really and 
truely was eaten upon thatAltar,andbyno meanesChrifts glorious body which is in 
heaven, and cannot be upon earth, fubjeft to the hunger or violence of a creature. 
Here againe I defired with godly David , that I might have the wings of a Dove to flie 
into my Country of England, and there be fatisfied upon this point, and be at reft of 
Conscience. Here I relolved that if I had been queftionedfor my careleffenefle, or 
for my contempt of that Rotnilh Sacrament ( which I thought would be the judge¬ 
ment of the Spaniards , who knew me to be an Englifh man borne ) that I would ia- 
crifice willingly my life for the Proteftant truth, which as yet I had been no otherwife 
taught, but by that Spirit which (as Solomon well obferveth) in a man is the candle 
of the Lord .1 conceived here that this was Lome comfort to my foule, which my good 
God will afford rnee in the way of my travelling to Canaan , that I might more wil¬ 
lingly beare whatfoever croffes yet might befall meeinmy way and journey to Era. 
gland. Thf event of this accident was not any trouble that fell upon mee for it ; for 
indeed the Spaniards attributed it unto the carelefnelfe of him, who had care of the 
Altars in theChurch, and not to any contempt in mee to the Sacrament. Th^ part 
of the wafer that was left after the Moufe.had filled her belly, was laid up after the So- 
lemne Proceffion about the Church, in a Tabernacle for that purpofe,that afterwards 
it might be eaten up by fome hungry Preift. Andbecaufefuch a high contempt had 
beene offered by a contemptible Vermin to'their Bread God, it was Commanded 
through Portabel that day, that all the people fhould humble themfelves and mourn, 
and faft with bread and water onely. Although I faw I was not queftioned for the 
cafe, yet I feared where there were fo many Souldiers, and forain people, that by 
fome or other I might bee mifehiefed out of their blind zeale, wherefore I thought 
it not amiffe for a day or two to keepe within my lodging. Don Carles de Ibarra , 
who was the Admirall of that Fleet, made great hafte to bee gone 5 which made the 
Merchants buy and fell apace, and lade the fhipswith filver wedges ; whereof I was 
glad, for the more they laded, the leffe I unladed my purfe with buy ing deare provi- 
fion,andfooner I hoped to be out of that unhealthy place,which of it felfe is very hot, 
and fubjeft to breed Feavers, nay death, if the feet bee not preferved from wetting 
when it raineth 5 but efpecially when the Fleet is there, it is an open grave ready 
tofwallowin part of that numerous people, which at that time refort unto it, as 
was feene the yearethat I was there when about five hundred of the Souldiers,Mer¬ 
chants, and Mariners, what with Feavers,'what with the Fluxcaafedby too much 
eating of fruit and drinking of water, what with other diforders loft their lives,find¬ 
ing it to bee to them not Porto hello , but Porto malo. And this is ufuall every yeare ; 
and therefore for the reliefe and comfort of thofethat come fick from Sea, orficken 
there, a great and rich Hofpitall is in the Towne, with many Fryers called De la 
Capacba , or by others De Juan de Dios , whole calling and profeflion is onely to cure, 
and attend upon the fick, and to beare the dead unto their graves. The Admirall 
fearing the great fickneffe that yeare, made hafte to be gone,not fearing the report that 
was offome three or four Holland or E >glijh fhips abroad at Sea, waidng(asit was fup- 
pofed) for fome good prize out of that great and rich Fleet. This news made mce 
beginne to feare, andtothinke of fecuring my felfe in one of thebeft andftrongeft 
Galeons; but when I came to treat of my paflage in one of them, I found that I 
could not bee carryed in any under three hundred Crownes, which was more then 
my purfe was able to afford. With this I thought to addreffe my felfto fome Matter 
of a Merchants (hip, though I knew I could not bee fo fafeand fecure in any of them, 
as inaGaleon well manned and fortified with Souldiers, and Guns ofBrafle; yet 
I hoped in God, who is a ftrong refuge to them that feare him, and in this occafion 
provided for meejacheap and lure paflage. Formeeting oneday with my friend the 
Treafurer, hee againe pitying me as a ftranger and Igtely robbed, commended me to 
the Matter of a Merchant Ship, called St. Sebaflian , whom hee knew was defirous to 
carry aChaplainewith him at his own Table. I nofooneraddrefledmyfelfe unto 
him, ufingthe name and favour of his and my friend the Treafurer, but prefently I 
found him willing to accept of my company, promifing to carry me for nothing,and 
to board mee at his own Table, onely for myprayers toGodfor himandhis ; offer¬ 
ing farther to give mee fome fatisfaftion for whatfoever Sermons I fhould preach in 
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his Ship. I bleffedGod, acknowledging in this alfo his Providence, who in all oc- 
cafions furthered my returneto England. The Ships being laden wee fee forth towar ds 
Cartbagena ; and the fecond day of our fay ling wee difeovered foureShips which 
made the Merchant Ships afraid, and to keepe clofe to the Galeons, trailing to their 
ftrength more then their own. The Ship I was in, was fwift and nimble under fail, 
and kept ftill under the wings either of the Admirall oroffome other of the beft 
Galeons; but all the other Merchants Ships were notfo, bat fome flowly came oh 
behind,whereof two were carryed away by the Hollanders in the night, before ever wee 
could get to {'artbagma. 

The greateft feare that I perceived poiTeiTcdthe Spaniards in this Voyage, was about 
the Ifland of Providence , called by them Sta Catalina , or St. Catharine, from whence 
they feared left fome Englijh Ships ihould come out againft them with great ftrength. 
They curfed the Englijb in it, and called the Ifland, the den of theeves and Pirates, 
wifhing that their King of Spain would take fome courfe with it-or elfe,that it would 
prove very prejudicial! to the Spaniards , lying neer the mouth of the Vefaguadcro, and 
fo endangering the Frigats of Granada, and Handing between Tortobel and Cartbagena^ 
and fo threatning the Galeons, and their Kings yeerely and mighty treafure. 

Thus with bitter inveftives againft the Englijh and the Ifland of Providence we fayled 
onto Cartbagena , where a^aine wee met with the foure Ships, which before had fol¬ 
lowed usand had taken away two of our Ships, and now at our entering Into that 
Port, threatnedto carry away more of ourcompany; which they might have done,' 
if they would have ventured to have come upon the Ship wherein I went, which at 
the turning about the land point to get into the Haven, tan upon the (hore, whichif 
it had been rocky, asitwasfandy and gravelly, had certainly there beene call away by 
keeping too neere unto the land, from which danger by the care of the Mariners, and 
their a&ive paines we were fafely delivered,as alfo from the (hips which followed us as 
far as they durft for fear of the Cannon fhotoftheCaftlejand thus we entered into the 
Haven of Cartbagena, and flayed there for the fpace of eight or ten dayes; where I 
met with fome of my Country men their Prifoners, who had been taken at Sea by 
the Spaniards, and belonged unto the Ifland of Providence- among whom was the Re¬ 
nowned Captaine Roufe, and about a dozen more, with whom I was glad to meet, 
butdurft not fhew them too much countenance, for feare of being fufpeftedj yet I 
foon got the good will of fome of them,who,being deftined to%w,were very defirous 
to goe in the fhip,wherein I went; which defire oftheirs I furthered, and was fuitec 
unto my Captaine to carry foure of them in his (hip, which for my fake he willingly 
yeelded unto; amongft thefe was one Edward Layfield, (who afterwards fettiog out 
of St. Lttcar for England , was taken Captive by the Turkes, and fince from Turkey 
writ into England unto mee to helpe to releafe him) with whom both at Cartbagena^ 
and in the way in the Ihip I had great difeourfe concerning points of Refgicn, 
and by him came to know fome things profefled in England t which my confcience 
(whilft I lived in <4we/7'c<*)much inclined unto. I was much taken with his company, 
and found him very officious unto mee 3 whofe kindneffe I requited by (peaking for 
him in the Ihip to theMaftersand Mariners, who otherwife were ready and forward 
to abufe him and the reft of the Englijb company as prifoners and Haves. 

At Cartbagena wee heard a report of threefcore faile of fhipsof Hollanders waiting 
for the Galeons, which (truck no little feare into the Spaniards ; who called a councell 
whether our Fleet fhould winter there, orgoe on to £/><««• It proved to be but a falfe 
report of the Inhabitants of Cartbagena, who for their own ends and lucre would 
willingly have had the fhtps and Galeons to have flayed there; but Von Carlos de Ibarra 
replyed, that hee feared not a hundred faile of Hollanders, and therefore would goe 
on to Spain , hoping to carry thither fafely the Kings treafure. Which hee performed 
and in eight dayes arrived at Havana , where we flayed eight dayes longer, expecting 
the Fleet from Vera Cruzln which time I viewed Wei that ftrong Caftle manned with 
the twelve Guns, called the twelve Apoftles, which would doe little hurt to an Army 
by land, or marching from the River of Matanfos. I vifited here the mother ot thac 
Mulatto, who had taken away all my meanes at Sea; and fpent much timein com 
forting my poore Country men the prifoners; but especially that gallant Captaine 

Roufe who came unto mee to complaine of fome affronts which had been offere unto 

him by Spaniards, in the Ihip wherein he came; which hee not being able to 
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though a Prifonet unto them defired to queftion in the field, challenging his proud 
contemners to meet him if they durft in any place of the Havana, ( a brave courage 
in a dejefted and imprifoned Englifb man to challenge a Spaniard in his Country; a 
Cock upon his own dunghill ,) which as foone as I understood by Edward Layjield, 
I defired to take up, fearing that many would fall upon him cowardly and mince him 
fmall in peices. 1 lent for him to the Cloifter where I lay, and there had conference 
With him,prevailing fo far as that I made him defift from his thoughts of going into 
the field,and (hewing his manhood in fuch a time and place, where his low condition 
of a Prifoner might well excufe him.Thereftofmy poore country men were here much 
difcouraged and in fome wantjwhom I relieved(efpecially Layfield Jand incouraged as 
much as I was able.I chanced here to have occafion to take a little phyfick betore 1 went 
again to Sea, 8c thereby I learned what before I never knew,to wit, thedyet which on 
fuch aday the bell Phyfitians of Havana prtfcribe unto their patients. Whereas after the 
working of my phyfick, I expe&ed fome peeceof Mutton, or a fowl, orfomeother 
nourishing meat, my Phyfitian left order that I fhouldhavea peece of roltedPorke, 
which feeming unto mee a Dyet contrary to that dates extremity, I began to refufe it, 
alleadging to my Dottor the contrary courfe of all Nations.the naturall quality of that 
hieat to open the body. To which he replyed , that what Porke might worke upon 
mans body in other Nations, it worked not there, but the contrary; andfohewifh- 
ed me to feed upon what flee had prefcribed > affuringme: that it would doe mee no 
hurt. Now as Hogs fle(h there is held to be fo nourithing, fo likcwife no other 
meat is more then it, and Tortoifes,wherewith all the (hips make their provifion for 
Spain. The TortoifeS Jthey eutoutin long thin flices, as I bgve noted before of the 
Tafiajos, and dry ic in the windafter they have wellfalted it,and foitfervech the Ma¬ 
riners, in all their voyage to Spain } which they eateboyled with a little garlicke,and 
I have heard them fay that to themic taftedas well as any Veale. They alfo take 
into their (hips fome fowles for the Makers and Captaines tables , and live hogs. 
Which would feem to be enough to breed fome infe&ion in the (hip, had they not 
care to wa(h often the place where fuch unclean beaftslie. In the (hip where I was 
paflenger, was killed every weeke one for the Makers, Pilots and paflengers table. 
Thus all things being made ready for the (hips provifion to Spain , and the Merchants 
goods and the Kings Revenue being (hipped in ninedayes that we abode there; we 
now wanted nothing, but onely the company of the Fleet from Per a Cruz, which 
fhould have met us there upon the eight day of September.Hut Van Carlos de 7 barra 3 fce* 
!ng it flayed longer then the time appointed, and fearing the weather,8c the New Moon 
of that moneth Which commonly proveth dangerous in the Golf of Bahamajefolved to 
flay no longer, but co fet out to Spain. On a Sabbath day therefore in the morn¬ 
ing we hoifed fails,(being in all (even and twenty fhipswith thofe which had met with 
us there from Honduras and the Iflands),and one by one we failed out of Havana to the 
main Sea, where we that day wafted about for a good wind,and alfo waiting for our 
guide, which was not yet come out of the Havana to guide us through'the Gulfe of 
Bahama. But that night wee wifhed our felves againe in the Havana, thinking that we 
were compafled about with a krong Fleet o {Hollanders many (hips cameamongk us, 
which made us provide for a fight in the morning. A Councell of War was called, and 
all that night Watch was kept, the Guns prepared,red Clothes hung round the (hips. 
Orders lent about both to the Galeons and to the Merchants (hips what pokure and 
place to bee in. That which I was in, was to attend the Admirall, which I hoped 
would bee a krong defence untous; Our men were couragious and ready to fight, 
though I liked not fuch Martiall bullnefie and difcourfe, but for mee a place was pre¬ 
pared where I might lie hid,and be fafe among fome barrels of bisket; I had all the 
night enough to doe , to heare the confeifions of thofe in the Ship, who thought 
they could not dye happily with the (hot of a Holland Bullet, untill they had confeffed 
a^l their finnes unto mee , who towards morning had more need of rek, then of 
fighting, after rite wearying of my eares with hearing fo many wicked, grievous and 
abominable finnes. But the dawning of the day difeovefced our caufeleffe feare; which 
was from friends, and not from any enemies or Hollanders • for the (hips which were 
joyneduntous inthenightwereasfearefullof us,asweof them, and prepared them- 
ifelvea likewifeto fight in the morning, which (hewed untous their colours, whereby 
wee knew that they were the Fleet which wee expefled from Per a Cruz to goc along 
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with us to Spain. They were two and twenty Sail, which little thought to find us but 
of the Havana, but within the Haven lying at Anchor, waiting for their comming, 
and therefore in the night feared us much more then wee them. But when the day 
cleared our doubts, fearesand jealoufies, then began the Martiall colours to be taken 
down- thejoyfull found of Trumpets with the helpe of Neptunes Kingdomes ec- 
choedfrom {hip to fhip,the boates carryed welcoming mefiages from one to another, 
the Spanijb Brindis with buenViaje 3 buen pafjaje, was generally cried otft, the whole 
morning was fpent in friendly acclamations and falutations from fhip to (hip. But in 
the midft of this our joy, and Sea greetings, wee being bow in all two and fifty Saile, 
C yet wee not knowing well how many they were from Vera Crttz, nor they how ma¬ 
ny wee were from the Havana ) two (hips were found amongft us, whether Englijboc 
Hollanders wee could not well difcover, but the Englifn priloners with mee told mee 
they thought one was alhipofEz^/^calledtheNejC/ane ) which having gotthewind 
of us. Tingled out a fhip of ours (which belonged to Vmkerk^ and from St. Lucar or 
Calcs had beene forced to the Kings iervice in that voyage to the India V, laden with, 
fugars & other rich commodities to the worth of at leaf! fourfcore thouland Crow ns* 
and fudciainly giving her a whole broad fide(receiving a reply oncly of two Guns)made 
her yeeld,withoutany hope of help from fo proud and mighty a Fleet, for that (he was 
fomewbat far ftraggled from the reft of the (hips. The whole bufinefle lafted not above 
half an houre:but prefently (hee was carryed away from under our noit^ihe. Spaniards 
changed their merry tunes into vito a dios and votoa £briflo , in raging,curfing,& fwear- 
ing, lbme reviling at the Captaine of the (hip which was taken,and faying that he was 
falfe&yeeldedonpurpofe without fighting,becaufe he was forced to come that Voy-. 
age; others curfing thofe that cooke her,and calling them bijos deputa, Borracbos , in¬ 
fames Ladronej, Battards, Drunkards, infamous-theeves, and PyrateS 5 fome taking their 
(words in their hands, as if they would there cut them in peeces, fome laying hold of 
their Muskets as if they would there {hoot at them, others {lamping like mad men,and 
running about the {hip, as ifthey would leap over board, and make hafte after them; 
others grinning their teeth at the poore Englifb prifoners that were in the fhip, as if 
they would ftab them for what (theyfaid) their Country men had done. I muft 
needs fay, I had enough to doe to hold fome of thofe furious and raging brains from 
doing Layfidd fome mifcbief, who more then the reft would bee fouling, arguing and 
anlwering their outragiousnonfenfe. Order was prefently given to the Vice-Admi¬ 
ral! and two more Galeons to follow and purfoe them ; but allinvaine, for the wind 
was againftthem, and fo the two {hips laughing and rejoycing as much as the Spani¬ 
ards curfed and raged, failed away conVktttoenPopa , with full Sail, gallantly boaft- 
ing with fo rich a prize taken away from two and fifty (hips, or (as I may fayj from 
the chiefell,and greateft firength of Spain. 

That afternoone the Fleet of Vera Cruz } tooke their leave ofus, (not being furnifo- 
ed with Provifion to goe on ter Spain with us,) and went into the Havana ; and we 
fee forwards towards Europe, fearing nothing for theprelent but the Gulfe of Baha¬ 
ma ; through which wee got fafely with the help and guidance of fuch Pilots, which 
our Admirall Von Carlos hadchofen, and hired for that purpofe. 

I (hall not need to tell thee my Reader of the fight which wee had of St AugufUne, 
Florida , nor of many ftormes which we fuffered in this Voyage, nor of the many 
degrees wee came under, which made us fhake with cold more then the Froft of 
Fnglanddoein theworft of winter ; onely I fay ,that the beft of our Pilots notknow- 
ing where they were, had like to have betrayed us all to the Rocks of Bermuda 
one night, had not the breaking of the day given us a faire warning that we were 
running upon them. For which the Spaniards in ftead of giving God thankes for 
their delivery out of thatdanger,beganagaine to curfe and rage againft the Englifb 
which inhabited that Ifland, faying, that they had inchanted that and the reft of thofe 
Iflands about, and did Hill with the devillraife ftormes in thofe Seas when the Spanish 
Fleet palled thac way. From thence when wee had fafely efcaped, wee failed well 
to the Iflands called Tercerjjs, where faine wee would have taken in frefh water,(for 
that which we had taken in at Havana now began to ftink,and look yellow, making us 
flop our nofes, whilft wee opened our mouthes,) but rigid Von Carlos, would not 
pity the reft of his Company, who led us by the Iflands; and that night follow¬ 
ing wee all wi(hed our {elves in fome harbour of them; for (though in their con-* 
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ceipt thofe I Hands were notinehanted by Englijh men, but inhabited by holy and Ido¬ 

latrous Papifts) Wee were no fooner got from them , when there arofe the greateft 
ftorme that wee had in all our voyage from Havana to Spain, which lafted full eight 
dayes, where wee loft one Ship arid iridangered two Galeons, which (hot off their 
warning peeces lor helpe, and made us all ftay and wait on them, till they had re¬ 
paired their Tacklings and maine Maft. We went on fometimes one way, fomecimes 
another, not well knowing where wee were, drinking our {linking water by allow¬ 
ance of pints, till three or foure dayes after the ftorme was ceafed , wee difeovered 
land, which made all cry out, Hifpania , Hifpania, Spain, Spain ; whilft a Counfell 
was fumraoned by the Admirall to know what land that was, fome fold away barrels 
of bisket, others of water, to thofe that wanted(every one thinking that it was fome 
part of Spain ,) but the refult of the wife Counfell was, after they had failed neerer 
to tbf land,and had layed and loft many wages about it,that it was the Ifland of Ma¬ 
dera, which made fome curfe the ignorancee of the Pilots, and made us all prepare our 
felves with patience for a longer voyage. It pleafed God from the difeovery of this 
Ifland, to grant us a favourable wind to Spain , where within twelve dayes we dif¬ 
eovered Cates- and fome of the Ibips there left us, but mod of them went forward 
to San Lucar , as did the (hip wherein I went 3 when wee cameneereto the danger¬ 
ous place, which the Spaniards call La Barra, wee durft not venture our fhips up¬ 
on our Pilots own knowledge; but called for Pilots to guide us in, who greedy of 
their lucre came out in boats almoft for every fhipone. Upon the eight and twen- 
tyethof November, 1637. we caft Anchor within Sc. Lucar de Barameda about one of 
the clock in the afternoon, andbefore evening other paflengers and my felfe went a 
fhore (having firft been fearched) and although I might prefently have gone to the 
Cloifter of St. Dominick^ where my old friend Fryer Pablo de Lmdres was yet living, 
whom I knew would bee glad of my coming from the India's, yet I thought fit the 
firft night to enjoy my friends company both Spaniards and Englijh , (who had come 
fo long a voyage with me) in fome Ordinary, and to take my reft better abroad then 
I (houlddoe in a Cloifter, where I expe&ed but a poore Fryers flipper, a hard and 
mean lodging, many foolilh queftions from old Fryer Pablo de Londrtt concerning 
the Indids, and my abode there fo many yeeres, and finally the noile of Bells and 
ratlers to roufe ap the drowfie Fryers from their fleep to Marines at midnight. 
That night therefore I betooke my felfe to an Englijh Ordinary, where I refrelhed 
my ftlfeand my poore prifoners, (who by theMaiter of the (hip were committed 
to my charge that night and forwards upon my word, fo as to bee forth comming 
when they (hould bee called) and the next morning I fent my honeftfriend Layfeld 
with a letter to the Cloifter to old Pablo de Londres, who upon my fummons came 
joyfully to welcome mee from the India’s, and after very little difeourfe told mce 
of (hips in the Haven ready to fet out for England. The old Fryer being of a de¬ 
crepit and doting age, thought every day a yeere that I flayed there, and fufpended 
my Voyage for England , and (not knowing the fecrets of my heart) judged alrea¬ 
dy that the Converfion or turning of many Proteftant foules to Popery waited for 
my comming, which made him haften mee, who was more defirous then fcee to bee 
gone the next day , if I might have found wind, weather, and (hipping ready. But 
God, who had been with me in almoft ninety dayes failing from Havana to San Lu¬ 
car , and had delivered mee from many a ftorme, prepared and furthered all things 
In a very (hort time for the laft accompliftunent of my hopeand defire, toreturne to 
England my native foil,from whence I had been abfent almoft for tbe fpace of foure and 
twenty yeers. 

My firft thought here in St. Lucar, was to caftoffnow my Fryers weed, that out¬ 
ward (heepskin, which covers many a wolvifh, greedy, and covetous heart under it- 
which doubtleffe is the ground, why in Germany in the Proteftant and Lutheran towns, 
when the boyes and young men fee a Fryer goe along their ftreets, the cry out to the 
neighbours, faying, a Wolfe, a Wolfe, (hut your doores ; meaning, that though what 
they weare leetne to bee peliii ovina, or Agnina , a (heep or Lambeskin and their con¬ 
dition of mortified , humble, and meek men , yet under it lyeth cor Lupitmm , a 
Wolves heart, greedy of fome prey, either worldly, of wealth and riches, or fpiritu- 
all, offeducing, deceiving and mifleading poore foules. Such was the habit, which 
now Idefired to (hake off, which was 4 white Coat or gown hanging the ground 

girded 









A New Survey of the Weft-Indies. 31 

girded about with a leathern belt, and over it front the ihoulders downward a white 
Scapulary(fo called there,)hanging fhorterchen the gown both before and behind,and 
over that a white hood to cover the head, and laftly, over thata black cloak with a- 
nother black hood; both which together, the black and white make the Fryeisofthat 
prokifion look juft like Mag-pies, and is acknowledged by the Church of Rome icfelf 
in a verle which they faine of Mr. Martin Luther,(w ith what juft ground ] know not) 
faying of his former life and profeffion before his Converfion , BisCorvws , bis Pica 
fui , ter fttne ligatm. I wastwicea Crow, twice a Magpie, and thrice was bound 
or tyed with a Cord; by a Crow meaning an Auguftin Fryer, who is all in black; 
by .a Magpie, meaning a Dominican, and by bound with a rope or cord, meaning a 
Francifcan,who indeed is girded about with a cord made of hempe. Though the 
Dominican Magpie by this his habit make fuch agloffe and underftanding, which 
is contrary to his life and converfation; for by his outward black habit, hee faith, 
is fignified an outward (hew of deadnefle and Mortification to the world, and by 
his inward white habit, an inward puiity andchaftity of heart, thoughts and life; 
both which truely are little feen in thofe Fryers efpecially,who outwardly are world¬ 
ly, and livingto the world, covetous and ambitious ofhonours,preferments, Bifhop- 
Jickes, and places of publique reading and preaching; and therefore have by favour 
obtained many places of authority, as by the laws of Aragmto be the King of Spain 
his Ghoftly father, to bee [Matters of the Popes Palace, jjflv there to read a leflbn 
of Divinity, to be chief heads of thelnquifition, andfrofflPnefe places to bee pro-, 
moted to lit in the Councell of the State in Spain, or to bee Cardinals in Rowe, and 
lb Popes, or to injoy the richeft and fattelt Bifhopricks and Arch-Biffiopricks in 
Spain , Italy, and India's, which (heweth how little they are dead to the world, nay 
how they are living to the world and its preferments, contrary to the black and dead 
colour of their habits. So likewile doe they not live according to the whitenefle of 
their inward habits, whofe lives are found impure and unchait, .-.s I could exemplifie 
at large, (hewing what bale and unclean afts have been committed by fome of that 
profeffion in the Low Countries, in Spain, in the India's, in Italy, nay here in En¬ 
gland by one Dade the Superior of them, by one Pofbar wellknowen to bee a good 
fellow, and ftill at this day abiding in the Spanijb houfe, by one Crafts and others , 
which would bee too too long a digreflion from the whitenefle of their habit. But 
I applyingthe Allegory of this black and white habit otherwife untomyfelfe, and 
in the outward black part of it feeing thefoulenefleand filthineffe of my life and I- 
dolatrous Preitthood in the exerciie of that profeffion,and Orders which from Rome I 
had received; and in the white inward habit confidering yet the purity, and inte¬ 
grity of thole intentions and thoughts of my inward heart, in purfuance whereof 
I hadle f t what formerly I have noted, yea all America, which, had I continued in 
it, might havebeento meeaMinsof wealth, riches and treaftire- I refolved here 
therefore to catt off that hypocriticall cloak and habit, and to put on fuch Apparel! 
whereby I mTght no more appearea Wolfe in fheepskin, but might goe boldly to my 
Country o [England, there to (hew and make known the Candor of my heart,the pu¬ 
rity and fincerityof my thoughts, which had brought meelbfarre, by a publik pro¬ 
feffion of the pure truths of the Golpell, without any invention or addition of mats 
unto it. With the fmall meanes therefore which waslefc mee after fo long and al- 
rnoft a wholeyeeres journey from Petapa to St. Lucar (having yet about a hundred 
Crownes) I gave order for a fute of Cloathes to bee made by an Englijb Taylor, 
which I willingly put on, and fo prepared iny felf for England. Three or four (hips 
were in readinefle, who had onely waited for the Fleet, to take in fome Commo¬ 
dities, elpecially lome wedges of filver, of which I was with old Pablo at Londres , 
indoubtwhich to choofe. The firft thatwent out was thought fhould have beena 
my lot, in the which my friend Layfield imbarked himfelfe (for all the ffnglijb prilo- 
ners were there freed to goehometo their Country) and from which the great pro¬ 
vidence of God diverted mee, or elfe I had beene this day with Layfield -a m'se in 
Turkey' for the next day after this (hip fetout, it was taken by the Turkcs, and car¬ 
ry ed away fora rich prize, and all the Englijb in it for prifoners to Argell. But Goa 
(who I hope had relerved mee for better things,) appointed for mee a fafer convoy 
home in a fhip (as I was informed) belonging to Sir William Curtin, under the com¬ 
mand of an honeft Elemming, named Adrian Adrianzen living at Vm* then, with 
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whom I agreed for my paffage and dyet at his Table. This (hip fet out of the Barre 
of St. Lucar the ninth day after my arrivall thither, where it waited for the com¬ 
pany of foure (hips more, butefpecially for fome Indian wedgesof filver, which upon 
forfeiture of them it durft not take in within the Barre and Haven. 

And thus being no w cloathed after a new faihion and ready to lead a new life ; being 
now changed from an Armrican into the fafhion of an English man, the tenth day af¬ 
ter my abode in San Lucar , I bad adieu to Spain and all Spanifh falhions, factions, 
and carriages, I bad farewell my old Fryer F ablo de Londres, with the red of my ac¬ 
quaintance, and fo in a boat went over the bar to the (hip, which that night in com- 
panyof foure more (it forward for England. I might obferve here many things ofthe 
goodnefle of Adrian Adrianzen , and his good carriage towards mee in his (hip,which 
1 will omitjhaving much more to obferve of the goodnefle ofGosfwho favoured this 
our voyage with {uch a profperous wind,and without any {format al!,that in thirteen 
dayes wee came to Dover, where I landed, the (hip going on to the 'Downes. Others 
that landed at Margaret were brought to Dover, and there queftioned and fearched $ 
but I,not fpeaking E ngli jf-,but Spanijh,xvasnot at all fufpeftedjneither judged to be an 
Englijb man* andfo after two dayes I tookepoftin company of fome Spaniards vsA. 
an Irifh Colonel, for Canterbury , and fo forward to Gravefend. When I came to 
London , I was much troubled within my felfe for want of my Mother tongue, (Tor I 
could onely {peak fome few broken words) which made mee fearefull 1 (fiould not 
bee acknowledged to bee an Englijb man born. Yet I thought my kinred ( who 
knew 1 had beene many yeers loit) would fome way or other acknowledge mee,and 
take notice of mee, if at the firft I addrefled my felfe unto fome of them, untill 
I could better exprefle my felfein Englijb. The firft therefore ofmy name , whom I 
had notice of, was my Lady Penelope Gage, widow of Sir John Gage, then living in 
St. Jones ; to whom the next morning after my arrivall to London , I addrefled my 
felfe tor the better difcovery of fome of my kinred ; whom though I knew to beePa- 
pifts,and therefore ought not to be acquainted with my inward purpofe and refolution- 
yet for feare of fome want in the mean time, and that I might by their means pra¬ 
ctice my felfe in the ufe of my forgotten native tongue,and that I might enquire whac 
Childs part had beene left me by my father, that I might learn fome falhions, and 
laftly, that in the meane time, I might fearch into the Religion of England, and 
find how farre my confcience could agree with it, and bee fatisfied in thofe fcruples 
which had troubled mee in America, for all thefe reafons I thought it not amifle to 
looke and inquire after them. When therefore I came unto my Lady Gage, Ihee be- 
leeved mee to bee her kinfman, but laughed at mee, telling mee, that I fpake like an 
Indian or Welch man, and not like an Englijb man; yet Ihee welcomed mee home, 
and fent mee with a fervant to a Brothers lodging in Long Aker, who being in 
the Country of Surrey, and hearing of meefent horfe and man for mee to come to 
keepe Chi iftmas with an Uncle of mine living at Gatton ; by whom as a loft and for¬ 
gotten Nephew, and now after foure and twenty yeeres returned home againe, I was 
very kindly entertained, and from thence font for to Cheam, to one Mr. Fromand a- 
nother kinfman.with whom I continued till after twelfth day jandfo returned againe 
to London to my brother. 

Thus my good Reader, thou feeft an American, through many dangers by Sea and 
Land,now tafely arrived in England • and thou maieft well with mee obferve the great 
and infinite goodnefle and mercy of God towards mee a wicked and wretched {inner. 
How I have anfwered to this Gods gracious calling mee from fo farre and remote a 
Country, todoehimfervicehere, I will (hew thee in the Chapter following, andfo 
conclude this my long and tedious Hiftory. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXII. i 

Sheaving horn, and for rvhat caufes, after I had arrived in England, Itobki 
yet another Iourney to Rome, and ether farts of Italy, and returned 4* 
gaine to fettle my felfe in this my Country. 

Reader, as the (tone that is falling* the neerer it cometh to its Center* 
rchafteit maketh.* So I the neerer I amcoming to theconclufionofthis 
Hiftory, more bade I defire to make in this lad Chapter, for the com¬ 
bating and finifbing of it. With brevity therefore I will relate fome of 
my travels in Europe, in which I will yeeld to many of my Nation, but tor America, 
and my travels and experience there, I dare boldly challenge all travellers of my Coun¬ 
try. After my return to London, from Surrey) began to expodulate with myyounger 
Brother (knowing hee had been prefent at my Fathers death, and had a chief hand 
in the ordering and executing his lall Will and Teftament,) concerning what child? 
part was left unto mee. To which heemade meeaufwer, that my father had indeed 
left him, and my Brother the Colonel], and two other Ions by a feeond wile, and 
my owne filler, every onefomewhat, but to mee nothing, nay that at his death he did 
not fo ipuch as remember mee 5 which I could net but take to heart, and called to 
minde the angry and threatning letter which I had received from him in Spain, be- 
Caule I would not bee ajefuite. Though for the prefent I laid nothing, yet after¬ 
wards in many occafions I told my Brother I would have the Wili produced,' and 
would by courfe of law demand a childs part; but hee put me off, affuring me I (hould 
never want amongd other my friends and kindred,with whom hee knew I (hould bee 
well accommodated as long as I continued in England. After few dayes that I had 
been in London , my kinfman at Cbeam, defired me to come to live with him-where I 
continued not long ; for my Uncle at Gallon invited mee to hishoufe, offering mee 
there meat, drink, lodging, horfe and man, with twenty pound a yCare, which bee 
promiled in other waies to make as good as thirty.Here I continued a twelve moneth, 
refining my felf in my native tongue,and(though altogether unknown to my Unde and 
kindred Jfearching into the Doftrine and truth of the Gofpel profefled in England, for 
which caufe I made m my journeys to London, and then privately I reported to fome chur- 
ches,and efpecially to Pauh Church to fee the fervice performed,and to heare the Word 
of God Preached; butfo, thatImightnotbefeen,knownordifcoveredbyany Papifh 
When in Pauls Church I heard the Organs, and .the Mufick, and thej Prayers and Col- 
leftsj and faw the Ceremonies at the Altar, I remembred Rome againe, and perceived 
little difference between the two Churches.I fearched further into the Common-Pray- 
er,and carryed with me a Bible into the Country on purpofe to compare the Prayers, 
Epiflles,and Golpels with a Mafic Book, which there I had at command, and I found 
no difference but onelyEnglifb and Latin, which made mee wonder, and toacknow- 
ledge that muc^ remained dill of Home in the Church of England , and that I feared 
my calling was not right. In thefe my fcruples coming often to London , and con- 
verfing with one Dade, Popbam , and Crafts, Cornel and Prawn, Englijh and I rip Domi¬ 
nican Fryers, 1 found their wayes and converfationsbafedewd,light and wanton,like 
th eSpaniJh and Indian Fryers,which made me againe refleft upon the Popifh Church, 
upheld by fuch Pillars. I came yet to the acquaintance of one Price, Superiour to 
the Benedi&ine Monkes,whom 1 found to be a meer States-man, and a great Politician, 
and very familiar,private, and fecret with the Arehbifhop of Canterbury William Laud-, 
in converfation with my Brother, ( who belonged then unto oneSigniorCo«,the 
Popes Agent, and was in fuch favour at the Courr,that hee was fent over by the Queen 
with a rich prefent to a Popifh Idol,nam;d our I ady oiSichem, in the Low Countries) 

I heard him fometimes fay, that hee doubted not but to bee (bortly Curate and Parifh 
Preift of Coven Garden, fometimes that He hoped to bee made Bifhop in England, and 
that then I fhotild want for nothing, and fhould live with him, till hee got mee another 
Bifhoprickj by which difeourfe ot his, and by his and other Preifts favour at Court 
and with the Arehbifhop I perceived things went not well,Spanifi Popery was much 
rooted, Proteftant Religion much corrupted, and the time not feafonable for me to 










20 6 


A New Survey of the WeJI-Indies. 


difcovermy fccret intents and purpofe of heart. At this time comming once from 
Sum y to London, I chanced to bee diicovered and knowne to one of the State Offi¬ 
cers, a Purievant, who had a large Commiflion for the apprehending of Seminary 
Preifts and Jefuites, named John Gray, who meeting mee one day in Long Aker , fol¬ 
lowed and dogged me as far as Lincolns Inne wall,where he clapped mee on the ftoulders, 
and told me, that he had & Commiilion again It mee, to apprehend mee,and carry me 
to the CouncellTable or to one of His Majefties Secretaries. To whom I fpoke in 
Spanijh ("thinking thereby to free my felfe out of his hands for a Spaniard :) but this 
would not doe, for he replyed hee knew mee to bee an Englijh man born, and by the 
name of Gage, and Brother to Colonell Gage and IVr. George Gage,and that before he 
left mee I mutt fpeake in English to him,he carryed mee to a Tavern,and there fearched 
my Pockets for Letters and mony,which in difcourfe he told me was too little for him 
(not being above twelve (hilling) and that I muft goe with him to anfwer before one of 
HisMa/etties Secretaries. I told him that I would willingly goe before the Archbifhop 
of Canterbury , or before Sir Francis Windibanbe which he (mi!ed,(aying ; I knew well 
whom to make choice of to favour and protett mee, but hee would carry nice to 
none of them, but to Secretary Cooke. 1 fearing the bufineffe might goe hard with 
me, and knowing him to be greedy of money, told him that I would give him any 
thing that mightcontent him, and fo offered him twelve (hillings then about mee s and 
my word to meet him in any place the next day, with a better and fuller purfe. Hee 
accepted of my money for the prelent,and further offer for the day following,and ap¬ 
pointed the Angel Taverne in Long Aker, (knowing that 1 lodged thereabout) to bee 
the place of our meeting, and fo difmifled mee. I being free from him, went immedi¬ 
ately to my Brother,and told him what had happened unto mee, what money I had al¬ 
ready given unto him,and what I had promifed the next day following. My Brc* 
ther hearing me began to chafe and vex, and to fall into furious words againft Join 
Gray, calling him knave and rogue, and that he could not anlwer what he had done, 
and that hee would have his Commiffiontakenfrom him, chidingmee for that I had 
given him any money, and calling me young novice and unexperienced in the affairs 
ofEng/an^.Thisfternedftrangeto me,that my Brother ffiould not onely not fear a Pur- 
fevant,but (hould threaten to take away the Commiflion from him,who was appointed 
tofearch forandfindeout Preifts and Jefuites. Yet I told him J would according to my 
word and promife meet him the next day,andfatisfiehim for hisfaire carriage towards 
mee; to which my Brother would by no means yeeld, but faid hee wau'd meet him - 
which hee accordingly performed, and although for my fake and promife he gave him 
fome money, yet he brought him before Signor Cow,and there himfelfe and the Popes 
Agent with him fpake molt bitter words unto him, and threatned him very much if e- 
ver again he durft meddle with mee. 

After this my Brother carryed mee to one Sir William Horeard a Papift Knight,living 
at Arundel gate over Clements Church, who was very familiar with Sir Francii Winde- 
banke, telling him what had happened unto me,and defiring him to carry me with him 
in his Coach to Sir Francis, and to get his protection for mee. Secretary Windebanly 
underltanding Who I was, told mee I (hould feare no Purievant of them all, and that if 
I lived quietly in England, no body (hould trouble me,and that John Gray was a knave, 
and wilhed me if ever he medled with me again to come unto him. Though for the 
prelent this was good and commodious for me to havefuch favour and proteftion,yct 
1 perceived, this my Brothers power,and this conniving at Preifls and Jefuites could 
not bee ufefull for mpe, if I (hould publifh my mind and and purpofe to alter my Re¬ 
ligion. I was therefore much troubled in mind and confidence, which I found was 
curbed with the great power of the Papifts, I refolved therefore to goe againe out of 
England, and to travell in (bme other Countries amongft both Papifts and Prote- 
ftants, and to try what better (atisfa&ion I could find for my conference at Rome in 
that Religion, or in France and Germany amongft the Proteftants. I writ therefore 
to the Generali of the Dominicans at Rome, (without whofe Licenle I could not goe 
thither) that hee would bee pleafed to fend mee his Letters Patents, to goe to con- 
ferre Come points with him • which hee willingly granted unto mee. I wanted not 
money from my Uncle (who commended unto mee (bme bufineffe to bee difpatchcd 
for him at Rome) for (olong a journey, other friends alfo helped mee; but my chief 
truft was upon my Brother Colonell Gage, then in the L»rt> Countries , whom I knew 
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not, nor had feen him from a child. I had no other paffe to take (hipping at Dover, 
but onely the letter ofaPapift in London, (by meanes of one Popbam a Dominican 
Fryer) to Sir lobn Manwood his Lady, who was then Governourof Dover Caftle 3 and 
with theforefaid letter fuffered mee not to bee troubled, examined or fearched, but 
gave order thatKhould freely and quietly pafle over in the Packet boat to Dmhprhp 
wherewith in foure houres with a good wind I arrived,and from thence by Newport and 
Bridges went to Gant ; not farre from whence my Brother with his Regimeut lay in 
field againft the Hollander. Hee was glad to fee mee, and knowing what journey I 
was minded to take, furnifhed mee with more money, and for my Uncles bufinefle 
recommended mee to the Marques De Seralvo (then at BruJJels ) and to other great men, 
defiring them to give mee their letters to their friends at Rome ; from them I got a let¬ 
ter to Don Fraucifco Barbarini, the Popes Nephew, and one of thechief Cardinals then 
in 2 t»rwe 5 likewi(eto Cardinal Cucua,tmd Cardinal Alborms both Spaniards,With chefe 
letters I thought I (houId have occafion of .fome conversation with the/e pillars of 
the Church of Rome , and in difcourfe might pry into the hearts and wayesof them 
and fee whether in them were more Policy then Religion. By reafon of the Warres 
between France and the Low Countries , I durft not make my journey the neerell and 
fhorteft way through France 5 but though there were Wars alfoin Germany, I thought 
that would bee my fafeft way, andldefired much tolooke into the Proteftant, and 
Lutheran Church in that Country. Whereupon I refolvcd from Brufdj to goe to 
Namurs, and from thence by water to Leidge, and from thence to Calien in Germany. 
From Leidge toCollen though wee were twelve in company, wee were much troubled 
with Souldiers; yet God dill delivered me and broughtme fafe to CoBen$ from whence 
by the river Rhine I went in boat to Frankefort in September at the time of that great Fair, 
where I knew I fhould meet company of Merchants to any part of Italy. In all my 
travells I never made a more pleafant journey then that which I made by the river Rhine, 
where I had occafion to fee many fair and goodly Cities. \nFrankyfort there I began to 
take notice of the Lutheran Church,and for thefpace of a fortnight thatjl flayed there, 
had many thoughts of difcovering my felfe there, and difclaiming Popery, thinking 
that there I might bs lure and fafe,and lie hid and unknowne to my Brothers and kin- 
red, who in England would not Buffer me to live a Proteftant. Yet againe I confidered 
how hard it would bee for mee a ftranger to fublift there, and to get any livelyhood, 
for the which I mud firfl get the native tongue, and though many points that were op- 
pofite to the Church of Rome, pleafedme, yet in feme points of that Religion my 
confcience was not fatisfied. At the end of the e I fought out for company, and 
found neere a dozen wagons which were upon-fettfng out towards Aufpurgw ith goods 
of Merchants, who had alfohireda Convoy of thirty foulders to goe along with 
them ; which I thought would be fafe company for mee; with them,afid many other 
paffengers and travellers that went in the Wagons, and on foot, by them, I went as 
far as the famous and gallant City of Aufpurg -,from whence forward there was no great 
danger, neither in what part belonged to the Duke qf Bavaria, nor in the County of 
Tirol: from whence wee palled fomc foure together to Trent ; where I was taken with 
the firfl Ague that ever in my life I remembred I had, which continued feven months 
upon mee. I thought from thence to have continued my journey by land to Venice, 
but my Ague fuffered mee to goe but to Verona ; from whence I turned to Mill an, and 
Co toGenoua, leaving my good company; that from Genona I might goe by Sea to 
Ligorne , and Co likewife to Rome. After a fortnights flay in Genoua, I went with the 
Galleys of the great Duke of Florence to Ligorne , where I found no boats ready to 
Rome, and loin the meantime, whilft they were preparing, I went to Pifa and Flo¬ 
rence to fee thofe brave Cities,and returned again to Ligorne ,where I found many boats 
ready to fet out to Rome. 

The firfl night and day wee had a fairewinde to Piombino* but there it turned, 
and continued contrary for almoft three weekes. At (aft it pleafed God to fend us 
a fairewind wherewith wee went out many Boatsand Falluco’s in company toge¬ 
ther,thinking all had been friends; but when wee came neereto. the Caftle of Mon- 
tj//o,mofl of the boats having got before us, two that went in company with the boat 
wherein I was, fuddainly fet upon us, aud fhewed themfelves to bee Fre»c£Pirats,who 
robbed us all, and tooke from mee all the money I had, which was not then above five 
poundjleaving me fome Bils of exchange which 1 had to take up mooy at Rome '*after we 
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were robbed wee called in at Civita Vecba ; for reliefe, where I met with agood Eng(,Jh 
Merchant, who freely bellowed upon mee provifion both of wine and meat, as much 
as would well fuffice mee and a friend to Rome , whither wee got in a day and night. 
When I came to Rome I delivered my Letters to the Cardinals; of whom the two 
Spaniards I found proud and ftately ; but VonFrattcifco Barbarini,( who was intituled 
the Prote&orof England') I found more tra&able, kinde, and loving. I perceived 
by his difeourfe that bee knew much of England , and defired to know more; and 
propounded unto mee manyqueitions concerning the ftatcof this Kingdome, and 
efpecially concerning the Archbifhop of Canterbury whom he feemed to affeft; and yet 
femetime againe would fay hee feared, hee would caufe fome great dillurbance in our 
Kingdome, and that certainly for his fake and by his means the King had dilTolved 
lately the Parliament (which was that which before this now fitting was fo fiiddainly 
diflblved by his Majelty)which hee feared, Scotland and molt of the people of England » 
would take very ill. Hee asked mee further what conceipt the people bad of the faid 
Archbifhop; and whether they did not miftruftthat hee complyed much with the 
Court of Rome. And laftly, he told mee that hee thought,the creating of an Englijb 
Cardinal at Rowe might be of great confequence for the converfion of thewhole King- 
dome. I laid up in my heart allthis dilcourfe,and well perceived fome great matters 
were in agitation at Rowe, and fome fecret compliance from England with that Court, 
which I purpofed todifeovermore at large among fome friend? there. 

After this difeourfe with the Cardinal!, I was invited to the Englijb Colledge to 
dinner by one Father F iizberbert, who was then Re&or, a great States-manandPoi* 
litician, with whom l had alfo great difeourfe concerning my Brother Colonel Gag* } 
concerning my travels in America , and laftly concerning England 5 whereof I per¬ 
ceived little difeourfe could bee had in Rowe, except the Archbifhop William Laud had 
his partandfhareinit- The Jefuite began highly to praife the Arch-prelate for his 
moderate carriage towards Papifts andPreifls, boafting of the free accede which on« 
Simons , alias Flood,a. Jefuite had unto him at all houres,and in all occafions; and to ex¬ 
toll him the more, he brought in the Archbifhop, Abbot whom he cried down as much 
for a cruel enemie and perfecutor of the Church of Rowe, and of all Papifts andPreifls. 
But the now Archbifhop, faid hee, is not onely favourable unto us there, but here 
defireth to make daily demonftrations of his great affe&ion to this our Court and 
Church; which, hee (hewed not long fince in fending a Common Prayer Booke, 
(which hee had compofed for the Church of Scotland) to beefirft viewed, and ap¬ 
proved of by our Pope and Cardinals. Who perufing it-Jiked it very well, for Proce- 
ftants to be trained iu a Form of Prayir and fervice;yetconfidering the State of Scotland, 
and the temper and tenents of that people,the Cardinals,(firft giving him thanks for his 
refpeft and dutifull compliance with them)fent him word,that they thought that form 
of prayer was notfitting for Scotland , but would breed fome ftir and unquietnefie there, 
for that they underftoed the Scots were averfed from all let Fonns,8t would not betyed 
andftimited to the invention of mans fpirit,having(as they thought)the true and uner¬ 
ring Spirit of God in them, which could better teach and direft them to pray. All this 
(faid Father Fitzberbtrt)\ wa s witnefie of, who was then lent for by the Caidinals(as in 
all like occafions, and affaires concerning England) to give them my opinion concern¬ 
ing the faid Common Prayer Booke, and the temper of the RWr.But the good Arch¬ 
bifhop (quoth hee) hearing thecenfureofthe Cardinals concerning his intention and 
Form of Prayer,to ingratiate himfelf the more into their favour,correfted fome things 
in it, and made it more harfh and unreafonable for that Nation; which wee already 
hearethey’have ftomacked at,and will notfufferit in many parts to be read; and wee 
juftly fear that this his Common Prayer Book, 84 his great compliance with this Court, 
will at la£t bring ftrifeanddivifion between the two Kingdomes of Scotland and England. 

And this molt true Relation of William Laud late Archbifhop of Canterbury,^ though 
I have often fpoken of it in private difeourfe iand publiquely preached it at the 
Le&ure ofWingbam in Ketrt,) l could not in my confidence omit it here- both to vindi¬ 
cate the juftcenfure ofdeath,which the now fitting Parliament have formerly given a- 
gainft him for fuch like praftifes and compliance withR««e;and fecondly to reprove the 
ungrounded opinion anderrourof fome ignorant and Malignant fpirits , who to 
my knowledge have fince his death highly exalted him, and cryed him up fora Mar¬ 
tyr. At the fame time whilft I was at Rome, I underftood of another great bufinefie con- 
'Ceming England, then in agitation amongft the Cardinals, and much profecuted by 
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what by the Afllftance of William Land, what by the power of a higher perfon, 
and what bythe authority of the faid Cardinall, might be more fully and earneftly 
plotted and indeavoured. This bufinefle was much agirated in England by Signior Con, 
at whoft boufe in Long Aker were many meetings of the chief Gentry of the Papifh* In 
Ron i8 Sir William Hamilton then Agent for the Queene, vied much for the (aid Cardi¬ 
nals Cap, and got a great number of friends to/urther this his ambitious defign. But 
hee was too yong, and fomefcandall of a Gentlewoman, who (luck tooclofcto him, 
made the red Cap unfit for his head • and fecondly, becaufe a greater then hee, to wit. 
Sir Kendbam Rigby was appointed by the J^ueen to bee her Agent there; who lent be¬ 
fore him his Chaplain, a great Politician and aftive Prieft, named Fitton, to take up 
his lodging and make way, and friends for his ambitious preferment; who in his 
daily difbourie cryed up his Mailer Vigby for Cardinall, and told mee abfolutely, that 
hee doubted not but hee would ca fry it. But though hee had great favour from the 
Queen, and was her Agent; yet hee had ftrong Antagonifts in F'itzbirbert, Courtney, 
and the red of the crew of the Jefuites, who" looked upon that honour and red Cap as 
better bccomming one of their profelfion, and fitter for a head which had formerly 
wornea ’four Cornered black Cap, to wit. Sir Toby Matby. But in cafe the faid Cap 
fhonld fall from SicToby his head, then they\vouldhelpeand further a third, whole 
Birth and Nobility fhould advance him before Sir Kenelbam Rigby , to wit, Walter 
Mottntague,v\iz old Earle of Manchejler his fonne at that time. 

And thus it was a generall and credible report in Rome, that either a Rigfil, a Matby^ 
ora MountagueJEould that yeere bee made Cardinall. Whereby I perceived thatEn- 
gland was comming necre to Rome, and that my defign of profeffing and following the 
truth in England was blailed, and that in vain I had come from America for fatisfaftiort 
of my confcience iri England, I was more troubled now then ever 3 and defired to 
try all wayes, if I could bee better fatisfied concerning the Popifh Religion in Rome , 
Naples or Venice , (whither I wentj then I had been in America and among the Spaniards. 
But I found fuch exorbitances and fcandalls in the lives of fome Cardinals of Rome, 
Whilftlwas there, efpecially in Ron Antonio Barbarini, and Cardinal Burgejt, who at 
midnight was taken by tueCorcbctes or Officers of jufticc in uncivill wayes, and came 
efffromthem with money, that I perceived the Religion was but asl had found itiri 
America, a wide and open doore to loofnefie and policy, and the like in Naples and V e- 
nice , which made mee even hate what before I had profeflfed for Religion, and re(blve ? 
that if I could not live in England,ind there injoy my Confdience, that I would live in 
France, for a while, until! I had well learned tbattongue, and then afloclate my felfe 
unto the beft reformed Proteftant Church ; Whereupon I obtained from the General 
olthe Dominicans this enfuing order tolivein the Cloifterof Orleaw, intending from- 
thence at my btft opportunity to goe to Paris^Lyons^ot (ome other place, and (hake ott 
my Magpy habir,and to live and dy e in France in the true Proteltaftt and reformed RelB 
gionas profeflcd there. 

In Rei filio fibi Rilecto Reverendo Patri fratri Thomas Gagco ProyineU 
Anglican^ Ordinis Pradicdtornm, Frater Nicolaus Redulfius loti us ejuf- 
dem Ordinis Magifl er General is ac fervus'jn Romtno fa Intern. 

Conventni nofiro Aurelia nenfi Provincia noflrAFrancin de probo & optima Pa - 
tre Sacerdote providere cupientes,Tsnore prnftntiimf& riofiri a tit h ornate officii 
fiipra nomination Reverendum Patrem Fratrem Thomam Gagetim rtvocamtii 
te a quovisaiio Conventu,& Afifignamiis in died0 Conventu nofiro Aurelianenfi 
Affignatumque deejaramusfin Nomine Patris,& Filitj&Spiritus Sanffi, Amen. 
Mandantes Rdo.admodum Patri Magiflro Priori 1 lli us jit te benignerecipiat, cr 
cum omni charitate tractet. * In qnormfidem bis officii nofiri figillo mnnitis pro¬ 
pria manu fubfcripfimiis. Datum Suriani die neno Aprilis, 1640, 


Frater Nicolaus Magifter 
Ordinis. 


Frater Ignatius CiantesMagi* 

n __ A’nolijp J 


fter; Provincial^ Anglia: 
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The Forme whereof (as alfothe manner of fendingFryers from one Cloifter tolive 
in another, commonly called by them, an Affignation) is in Eng lijh as followeth. 

To our Beloved in the Son of God, the Reverend Father Fryer Thomas Gage, 
of the Englifh Pr ovinee^of the Order of Preachers , Fryer Nicholas Rodul- 
fius of the fame whole Order Mafier Generali, and Servant in the Lorf 
health and greeting. 

W EE being willing and defirous to provide for our Convent of Orleans , 
of our Province of France , of an honeft and very good Father and 
Prieft; by T enour of thefe prefent,and by the authority of our Office doe recall 
you the above named Reverend Fryer Thomas Gage, from any other Convent, 
and doe Affigne you in our faid Convent of Orleans , and declare you to bee af- 
figned, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, 
Amen. Commanding the very Reverend Father Mafter Prior thereof, that 
hee receive you curteoufly, and entertaine you with all love and charity. In 
witnefle whereof with our owne hand wee have fubferibed thefe being healed 
with the feale of our Office. Dated at Soriano the ninth day of April, 1 6t\o. 

Fryer Nicholas Mafier 
of the Order. 

Fryer Ignatius Ciantes Mafier 
Provinciall of England and 


Yet after I had got this Order, I bethought my lei fe further that I would try one 
way, which was to fee if I could find out a Miracle, which might give raee better fatis- 
faftion of the R omifh Religion, then had the former experience of my life, and the lives 
of the Prielts, Cardinals, and all fuch with whom I had lived in Spain and America. 1 
had heard much of a Picture of our Lady of Loretta, and read in a Booke of Miracles or 
lies concerning the fame, that whofoever prayed before that pifture in the Hate of mor- 
tallfinne, the pifture would difeover the finnein the fonle, by blufhing,and by fweat- 
ing. Now I framed this argument to my felfe, that it was a great fin, the fin of unbe- 
liefe, or to waver and flagger in points of Faith ; but in mee(according totheTenents 
ofRwwOwasthis fin,for I could not believe thepoint of Tranfubftantiation,and many 
other; therefore (if the Miracles which were printed of the forefaid Lady of Loretta 
were true,and not lies) certainly (hee would blufh and fweat, when fuch an unbeliever 
as I prayed before her. To make this triall, I went purpofely to Loretto, and kneeling 
downe before God, not with any faith I had in the pifture ; Jprayed earneftly to the 
true Searcher of all hearts, that in his Son Jefus Chrift he would mercifully Iooke up¬ 
on me a wretched finner,and infpire and enlighten mee with his Spirit of truth, for the 
good and falvation of my foule ; In my prayer I had a fixed and fetled eye upon the 
Ladies pifture, but could not perceive that ftiee did either fweat or blufh, wherewith 
I arofe up from my knees much comforted and incouraged in my refolution to re¬ 
nounce and abandon Popery, and faying within my felfe as I went out of the Church, 
fiirely if my Lady neither fweat nor blufh, all is well with mee, and I am in a good 
way for falvation, and the miracles written of her are blit lies. With this I refolved to 
follow the truth in fbnie Proteftant Church in France , and to relinquifh errour and 
loperftition. Upon which good purpofe of mine, I prefently perceived the God of 
truth did frnile, with what I heard hee was ordering in England by an Army of Scotland- 
raifed for Reformation, and by a new Parliament called to (Fejlmincer, at which I faw 
the Papifts and Jefiiites there began to tremble, and to fay that it would blaft all their 
defignes, and all their hopes of fetling Popery ; William Laud his policy was now con¬ 
demned and curfed, Con wa* dead at Rome, the Cardinal* Cap for one of the three fore* 
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named was no more fpoken of, Fitton wa* daunted, Fitzherbert and Court my quite dif- 
heartned. SirKenelham Digby his Agency and camming to Rome put off and fafpendedi 
and with all this good newes I was much heartned and incouraged to leave off my jour¬ 
ney to France, and to return to England, where I feared notmy Brother nor anykin- 
dred, nor the power of the Papifts, but began to truft in the proteftion of the Parliament, 
which I was informed would reform Religion,and make fuch laws as Ihould tend to the 
undermining of all the Jefuits plots, and to the confufion and fubverfion of the R omi(b 
errours and Religion. I was too weak of body to make my journey by land (by reaCon 
of my long Ague which had but newly left mee) and fo refolved to goe to Ligorne to find 
out (hipping there ; where I found foure or five (hips of English and Hollanders ready to 
let out, but were bound to touch at Lisboe in their way. I bargained with one Cap- 
taine Scot for my paffage, firft to Lisboe, intendingthere to make a feeond bargain. We 
had nofooner failed on as farre as to theGoaft of France, joyning to the Dutchy of 
Savoy, but presently from Canes came out part of a Fleet lying there under the com¬ 
mand of the Bi(hop of 'Burdeatsx to difcover us, and take us for a lawfull prize. I 
might fay much here of the valour of the good old Captained, who feeing all* the 
other (hips had yeeldedto the French men of Warre, would upon notermesyeeld to be 
their prize, (which they challenged becaufe wee were bound for Lisboe, then their ene- 
mies Country)but would fight with them all,and at laft rather blowup his (hip, then 
to deliver the goods which had been intruded to him by the Merchants of Ligorne.We 
were in a poliure to fight, our guns ready, and Mariners willing to dye that day,which 
was heavy news to me. After much treaty between the French and our valorous Cap- 

tain, who dill held out and would not yeeld, there came up to us two (hips to give us 
the lad warning thatifweeyeelded not, they would immediately fee our (hip on fire. 
With this all the paffengers and many more in the (hipdefired the Captaine to yeeld 
upon fome faite Articles for thefecuring of what goods he had for England, and (hould 
appeare were not any way for the ftrengtheningot any enemies to the State and King- 
dome of Franee. With much adoe our Captaine was perftvaded, and we were carried 
with theredintoCa«e/forahwfuIl prize. I feeing that the (hips were like to bee 
ftayed there long, obtained the Bilhop of Bitrdeaux his pafle to goe to Marcells , and 
from thence by land through France. Which being granted, I went by water to Tolon, 
and from thence to Marcells, and fo in company of Carriers to Lions, and from thence 
to P aris 3 R<7.jm>, and Deepe, where in the firft packet boat to Rye I pafled over to Eng- 
gland, where I landed upon Michaelmas d ay the fame yeere that this prelent Parliament 
began to fit the November following. My Brothers Spirit I found was not much daun¬ 
ted with the new Parliament, nor fame of the proudeft Papifts, who hoped forafud- 
daindiffolvingofit; But when I faw their hopes fruftrated by His Majefties content 
to the continuing of it, I thought the acceptable time was come for mee, wherein l 
ought not to diffemble any further with God,the world and my friends, and fo refolved 
to bid adieu to fle(h and blood; and to prize Chrift above all my kindred, to own and 
prof'efle him publiquely maugre all oppofition ofhell and kindred to the contrary. I 
made my felf firft knowne to Doftor Brunnicl{ , Bifhopof Exeter, and to Mr. Shiite of 
Lumbard ftreet,from whom I had very comfortible and ftrong incouragements. The Bi¬ 
shop of Exeur carried me to the Bifhop of London then at FuUomjrom whom I received 
order to Preach my Recantation Sermon at Pauls: which done, I thought I muft yet 
doe more to (atisfie the world of myfincerity, knowing that Converts are hardly be¬ 
lieved by the common fort of people, unleffe they fee iii them (uch actions which may 
further difclaime Rome for ever for the future. Whereupon I refolved to enter into 
the (late of Marriage (to which God hath already given his blefling) which the Church 
of Rome difavowes toall her Preifts- What I have beene able todifeover forthegood 
of this State I have done, and notfpared (when called upon) to give in true evidence 
upon my Oath againftjefiiites, Preifts, and Fryers ; for the which (after a faire invita¬ 
tion from my Brother Colonel Gage, to come over again to Flanders, offering mee a 
thoufand pound ready money) I have been once affaulted in Alderfgate tfreet ; and ano¬ 
ther time like to be killed in Shooe lam by a Captain of my Brothers Regiment, named 
Vincent Burton, who(as I was after informed)came from Flanders on purpofe to make me 
away or convey mee over, and with fuch a malicious defigne followed mee to my 
lodging, lifting up the latch and opening the doore, (as hee had feene mee done) and 
attempting to goe up the (hires to my chamber without any inquiry for mee,or knock- 
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ing atihedoore. from whom God gracioufly delivered me by the weak meanes of a 
woman my Land-lady,who flopped him from going any furthfer 5 and being demanded 
fiis name,and anfweringby the name of Steward, and my Land-lady telling him from 
meethat I knew him not, he went away chafing and faying that I fhould know him, 
before he had done with mee. But hee that knoweth God well, {hall know no enemy 
to his hurt ; neither have I ever fince feene or knowen this man. I might here alfo 
write down the contents of a threatning letter from mine own Brother, when hee was 
Colonell for the King of England and Governour of Oxford, which I forbear withfome 
tender confideration of flcfh and blood. At the beginning of the warres I confeffe I 
was at aftandasaNeophytand new plant of the Church of England concerning the 
lawfulneffe ofthewarre; and fo continued aboveayeereinl9«</e»fpendingmy owne 
meanes, till at Iaft 1 was fully fatisfied,and much troubled to fee that the Papifts and molt 
of my kindred were entertained at Oxford ,and in other places of the Kings Dominions 5 
whereupon I refolved upon a choice for the Parliament caufe, which now in their loweft 
eftate and condition I am not afhamed to acknowledge. From their hands and by their 
order I received a Benefice, in the which I have continued almoft foure yeers preaching 
conftantly for a through and godly Reformation intended by thcm,which lam ready 
to witneffe with the belt drops of blood in my veins, though true it is I have been en¬ 
vied,jealoufied and fufpefted by many; to whom I defire this my Hiflory may be a better 
witnefle of my fincerity, and that by it I may perform what our Saviour Chrift fpokc 
to Veter , faying, And thou being converted flrengthen thy Brethren. I (hall think my 
timeandpen happily imployedifby what here I have written, I may ftrengchen the 
perufersof this fmall volume againft Popilh fuperftition whether in England-, other parts 
of Europe, Afia, or America ; for the which I (hall offer up my dayly prayers unto him, 
who (as I may well fay) miraculoufly brought me from America to England, and hath 
made ufe of mee as a lojepb to dilcover the treafures of Egypt, or as the fpies to fearch into 
the land of Canaan , even the God of all Nations, to whombeaferibedbymee and all 
true and faithfull Beleevers,Glory, Power, Majefty and mercy for evermore. Amen , 


FINIS. 



















Some brief 

of the Indian tongue called Poconchi, or Po - 

coman 5 commonly ufed about Guatemala and 
fome other parts of Honduras. 



Lthoughit bee true that by the daily converfation which in 
moft places the Indians have with the Spaniards , they for 
the moft part underftand the Spamfh tongue in common 
and ordinary words, fo that a Spaniard may travell a- 
mbngft them, and bee underftoodin what hee calleth for 
by fome or other of the Officers, who are appointed to at¬ 
tend upon all fuch as travell and paffe through their townes : Yefbecaufe 
the perfect knowledge of the Spanijh tongue is notfo common to all Indians , 
both men and women, nor fo generally fpoken by them as their owne 
therefore the Preifts and Fryers have taken paines to learn the native tongues 
of feverall places and countries, and have ftudied to bring them to a Form 
and method of Rules, thatfo theiffeof them may bee continued to fuch as 
fhallfuccecd after them. Neither is there anyone language generall to all 
places but fo many feverall and different one from another, that from Chapa 
and Zomes, to Guatemala, and San Salvador, and all about Honduras , there 
are at leaft eighteen feverall languages-, and in this diftndt fome Fryers who 
have perfedly learnedfix orfevenof them. Neither many place are the 
dians tm^t or preached unto but in their native and mother tongue,which 
becaufe tfe Preift oncly can fpeake,therefore are they fo much loved and re- 
fpefted by the Natives. And although for the time I hved there I learned 
and could fpeake in two feverall tongues, the one called Cacchiquel , the other 
Poconchi or Pocoman,which have fome connexion one w;thanother ? yce the Po¬ 
conchi being the eafieft, and moft elegant, and that wherein I dia conftantly 
preach and teach,I thought fit to fet down fome rules of it, ( with the Lords 
Prayer, and brief declaration of every word in it) to wrtneffe and teftifie to 
poftenty the truth of my being in thole parts, and the manner how thofe bar¬ 
barous tongues have, are, and may be learned. , r a e 

There is not in the Poconchi tongue, nor in any other the deverftty j de- 

clenfions, which is in the W 

ning all Nownes, and conjugating all Verbes, and that is with divers pa A 
according to the words beginning with a vowcli ormuonfonantjneitheri^; there 
any difference of cafes, but onely fuch as the faid Particles or fome Pr.cpofiti 

°^^ a paifficles for the words or Nownes beginning witha Confonant are as 

f °SkrgSi,4 Pu^mzlCa, Ata. As for .example^f, fignffieth a 

houfe, and Tat, fignificth father,which arc thus declined; 

Sing. Nupatjny houfe,y4/w,thy hoiffe,i?<^-^,his houfe. 
krnfc, Apatta^ your honfe, Zttipat tacque, their home. 
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Sing.Nutat,my Father,x/w,thy Father,.R0W his Father.Plural.C^w our Fa¬ 
ther, At aria, your Father, Quytatacque, their Father. Thus are declined 
Nownes beginning with a Confonant. As, Queh, a horfe, Nuqueh, Aqueh, 
Ruqueb,&c. Huh, booke, or paper, Nuhuh, Ahuh,Ruhuh. Moloh , Egge, 
Uumoloh, Amoloh, Rumoloh. Holom,Hcad, Nuholom, Aholom,Ruholom. chi 
Mouth, Nuehi , Ruchi. Cam, hand 5 2Vw47», ^C4»2, Rncam. Chac, hcfo 

Nuchac,Achac,Ruchac. Car , filh, Nucar,Acar, Rucar. Cacar,Acarta,Qu cartac- 
que. Chacquil , body or fleih of man • Nuchacquil, AchacqwlRuchacquil, 
Cachacqml,Achacqmlta,Qijchacquil tacque. 

Some words there are which are pronounced like tt, which are written not 
with but with this letter *3, peculiar in that tongue 5 as for W, do^oe m- 
bird, Nut si, my dog, At si, thy dog, 2 ?«ta, his dog,C 4 W,our do°°,Atsita 
your dog, Quitfi tacque, their dog. Nut si quin, my Bird, At si quin, thy bird* 
Rutsiqmn, his bird, Catsiquin, our bird, At si quint a,yonr bird, Quit si quintac* 
que, their bird. 

There are no feverall terminations for cafes, as in Latin - but the cafes are 
diftinguifhed with fome particles or prepofitions, as for example. The houfe 
of Peter, Rufat Pedro, putting the poflfeffours name,and the particle, Ru, which 
is a polfelfive. So forthedative,add the particle Re 5 as for example, give to 
Peter his dog, Chaye re Pedro rut si. For the accufative,when it is motion to a 
place, or elfe not, adde Chi, as for example, I goe to the houfe of Peter, Qui- 
n-o chi rttpat Pedro. The Vocative admitteth of this particle ah, or ha, ofwi- 
fhing or calling, as, O my fon, or ho my fon,^ vacun, or ha vacun. The Ab¬ 
lative keeping ftil the fame termination with the Nominative,is expreffed with 
fome prepofition or other, as in my mouth, pan nuchi , with my hand, chi nu- 
cam. In fignifyingl, is undeclinable, as alfo At, fignifying you, or thou. 
The poflelhve mine, is alfo undeclinable,as vi chin, mine, or for me ; fo thine, 
or for thee, Ave. Where note that in this tongue there is no tv, but v, or «, 
are pronounced as tv, as though wee pronounce, wacun , my fonne, rvichin , 
mine or for m ee,Arve , thine or for thee 5 wee write vacun , vichin,Ave t 
The Particles or lettersjwhichferve for Nounes beginning with a Vowell 
are as followeth. Singular. V. Av. i?.Pural. C. or Qu.Avta.C.or qu.tacque, 
as for example, Actrn, fignifieth fon, Ixim, Corn, Ochoch, likewife houfe* 
which are thus declined. 

Sing. Vacun, my fon,Avacun,thy fon,Racun,his fon.Plural. C acun,owr fon ,A- 
vacunta, your fon, Cacuntaque, their fon. 

Sing. Vixim,my corn,Avixim,thy corn,Rixim,his corn.PJural. Jw*/w,our 
corn, Avix'mta, your corn, Quixim tacque,thdr corn. 

S\nz.Vochoch,my houfe, Av ochoch, thy houfe, Rochoch , his houfe. Plural. 
Cochoch , our hpufe, Avochechta , your houfe, Cochochtaque , their 
houfe.- 

So likewife are varied or declined, Abix, fignifying a plantation, or peece of 
ground fowen. A cal, earth or ground. Vleu, alfo earth or ground. Acach, 
hen. SaVe onely that the words beginning with/, admit qu, in the firft and 
third perfon plurall; the reft admit for the fame perfons plurall, C, onely. 

And as thus I have obferved for the vaiying or declining of Nounes 5 fo alfo 
doe all the Verbes admit of feverall particles for their conjugating, according 
as they begin either with a vowell or a confonant. 

Thofe that begin with a confonant have fomewhat like the Nounes thefe 
articles following. 

Sing. Nu y Na, Jn r u. Plural ,Inca ? Nata,Inquitacque, As for example, 
to love, Sing. 
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Slng.Mnlocoh,l\oVc,Nalocob,thou loveft, tnrulocoh,hee loveth. Plural. In- 
calocoh, wee love, Nalccohta , yee love, Inquilocohtaque, they love. 

Nuroca, or Nurapa, I whip, Of beat. Nareca or Ndraft, thou whippeft, or 
beateft; Inruroca, or Inmrapa, hee whippeth or beateth. Plural. Incar oca i 
or Incarapa, wee whip, or bear; Narocata, or Narapata , yee whip,or beat, 
Inquirocatacque,ot Inquirapatacque, they whip or beat. 

Nutsiba, 1 write, Natsibajhou writeft, Inrutsiba, hee writeth. Plural. Inca r- 
tsibdy wee write, Natsibata , yee write, Inquit sibatacque, they write. 

There is no preterimperfed tenfe,nor preterpluperfed tenfe • but the preter- 
perfed tenfe ftandeth for themjneither is there any Future,but the prefent tenfe 
ex prelfeth it, and is underftood for it,according to the fenfe of the difcourfe, as 
Nulocoh Pedro ,I love or wil love Peter.Tinulocoh,\ love thee,or I wil love thee. 
Yet fometimes for fuller exprcflion of the Future tenfe, is added this Verbe, 
in^ a, I wil, thou wilt,hmvf,he will,as Inva rnlocoh PedroJ will love Peter . 

The Particles for the Preterperfed tenfe,are as follow : 

Sing .Ixm. Xa.Ixru.Vlumhlxca .Xa ta.Ixqui tacque. Where note,that in all 
thefe particles, and in all this language, the letter X, is pronounced likeas 
Ixnu, like Ifhm.xa, like jha. Ixm, like ifhr/i. Ixca like I [hen. and fo forth. 

Preterperf.Sing./.v^«/tff^,I have loved,* Xalocoh thou haft loved, Ixr^locoh i 
he hath loved. Plural. Ixcalocoh, we have loved, Xalocohta, yee have loved, Ix- 
quilocohtacquc,t\\cyh2.xt\oxt&.h.n<h foofall the Verbesabove. 

The Particles for the Imperative Mood are thefe following, 

For the lingular number, and fecond perfon, Cha • for the third perfon Angu¬ 
lar Chiru-, for the firft perfon plural. Chic a-, for the fecond, Cha ta , for the third 
Chiqui tacque: as for example. Chalocoh, love thou. Chirulocoh, let him love. 
Plural. Chicalocoh, let us love; Cfialocohta, love yee. Chiqnilotacque, let them 
love. And fo of the reft of the Verbes above. 

The Optative Mood is the fame with the Indicative, adding to it this 
Particle Ta, which fignifieth as much as ntinam , or, would to God, as 
Ualoe oh ta Dios , would God thou love God * Ixnulocoh ta Dios , would God 
I had loved God. 

The Conjunctive Mood alfo is the fame with the Indicative,adding to it this 
Particle,or Prepofition vet, and M,if. As for example : vei nalocoh ta Dios , if 
thou love Go &,vei ixnulocoh ta Dios , if I had loved God. 

There is no’Infinitive Mood,but the Indicative ferveth for it. As, guinchol 
nutsiba,! can write. guinqumi, fignifieth to die, Nuraeh , I defire, Nuraeh 
quinquimi , I defire to dye. 

Note further, that in all Verbes Adives, when mee and thee are expreffed 
as the Accufative cafe following the Verbe, they are coupled to the perfon that 
doeth or goeth before the Verbe, by thefe two Particles for the prefent tenfe, 
guin, mee, Tt, thee. And for the preterperfed tenfe, xin, mee, ixti, thee. As 
for example. . 

guinalocob,thou\oveft. me.Xinalocoh,thou haft loved me. guinraalocoh,thou 
wilt love me. gu’nalocohta,love me,or I pray God thou love me. Vei quinalo - 
cob, if thou love mc$vei xinaloCohjH thou haft or hadft loved m ee; gtiinaraeh 
nalocoh, thou defireft to love me.So for the perfonbeing the Accufative.T»»^- 
coh, I love thee. Ixtimlocoh, I have loved thee, firamlocah, I will love thee. 
Timdocohta, pray God I love thee * vei tirnlocoh, if I love thee; vet txit nu¬ 
locoh , if I have or had loved thee. Tinuraeh rnlocoh , I defire tolove. 

Note further, that hefe two Verbes, guinchol, which fignifieth,! can or am 
able,and Inva, which fignifieth I will, when they are put with other Verbes^ 
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whatfoever perfon, they are elegantly put imperfonally in the third perfon An¬ 
gular. As for example: 

Inchol n ulocoh^l can love. I nr a nulocoh ,1 will love. Ixra ixmlocob I have 
been willing to love. Ixchol ixmlocob , I have been able to love. Tichel nnto- 
coh , I can love thee, Tiro, nulocoh , I will love thee. 

The Letters or Particles for Verbes beginning with a Vowell, are thefe that 
follow. - 

Sing. Inv.Nav.Inr.Plural .Inqtt.ox Inc. Nau ta. Inqu tacque , or Inc tacque. 
As for example, £p4,fignifieth to deliver,which is thus formed. 

Sing Jnve$*,l Mxvtx.Navc^ thou delivered, lnre$a f he delivereth. Plural. 
Tnquega , wee deliver, Naveyata, yee deliver; Inquest tacque , they de¬ 
liver. 

A is a Ample Agnifying to wifti or deAre,or will a thing,which is never Found 
without thefe particles. 

SingJ/w4,I will,-ZV^,thou wilt,/wvi,he willjPlural. Inca, we wil ijw&uata, 
yee will, Tncatacque^ they will. Ivereh^ to \\ezxe.Thvivireh, I heare. Navivi- 
reh ,thou heareft,/^r/w^,he heareth. Plural .inquivireh, we heare; tfavtvi- 
rehta,yee heare; Inquivirah tacque , they heare. 

Thus have I briefly fet downe the way of declining all forts of Nounes,and 
conjugating all forts of Verbes of this tongue. It remaineth now that I fpeak 
of Verbes Adlives; their forming and their conjugating with like Particles. 
The Verbes Aftives being of divers terminations, are diverfly. formed. 
Commonly thofe that end with an A, cut off the A, in the paifive, and to the 
laft confonant add hi. As for example, Nuroca, I whip or beat, the paffive is 
gut nr oc hi. So Nurapa , I whip or beat, in the paffive is guinraphi. Except 
jNutsiba, I write, which changeth b into m. guintsimhi , I am written. Thofe 
that end in oh ^change oh into onhi. As nulocoh,1 love, guinloconhi ,I am loved. 
So thofe that end in doe change ch into hiyz s Invivtreb ,I hear, guinivir* 
hi. I am heard. Nucuta, I teach, guincuthi,! am taught, by the Arftrule.But 
thofe that end in $<where note this letter p or c,with a tittle under it, is pro¬ 
nounced like f )change the a into ihi. As for example: inveqa I deliver, gui- 
m$ihi,l am ddmxed.Nucamqa,! Yt\,guincamcihi } \ am killed.-thofe thatjend 
in ach, adde hi in the paffive,as Nuqacb, I forgive,in the paffive maketh guin- 
$achhi, I am forgiven. The particles that vary, or conjugate the Verbespaf- 
livcs, are thefe following: 

Sing. gain. Ti.In . Plural. Coh , or Co. ‘Tita. gujtacque.hs for example : 

guinloconchi, I am loved, Tiloconhi, thou art loved. Inloconhi , heeis 
Plural .Coleconhi, wee are loved. Tiloconhita, yee are loved. gmloconhitac- 
que, they are loved. 

guinrochi , I am beaten or whipped; Ttrocht, thou art beaten or whipped;/»- 
rochi, he is beaten or whipped. Plural. Corochiyxee are beaten or whipped; 77 - 
rochita, ye are beaten or whipped; guiroebi tacque , they arc beaten or whip¬ 
ped. 

The Particles for the preterperfeft tenfe are thefe following. 

Sing. Xin. Ixti. Ix. Plural. Xoh, or Xo. Ixti ta h xi tacque. As for example. 

Sing.Xinloconhi,l have bin lovcd.IxtHoc onhi, thou haft bin \oved.Ixloconhi , 
hce hath been loved.Plural. Xotoconhi ^wee have been loved. Ixttloconhtta,yee 
have been \oveA,Xiloconhi tacque ,they have been loved. Xinrochi ,I have been 
whipped or beaten. Ixtirocht jhov haft been whipped or beaten. Ixrochi hee 
hath been whipped or beaten. Plural. Xorechi , or xohrochi ^we have been whip¬ 
ped or beaten, Ixtarochitayye have been whipped or beaten .Xiroehi tacquephey 
have been whipped or beaten. 

The 
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The Imperative Mood is thus: 

Tiloconhi, Bee thou loved, Chiloconho,\tt him bee loved. Plural, ckcalo- 
conho,\cr us bee loved, Tiloconheta , bee yee loved, Chiquiloconho tacque , let 
them bee loved. Where you fee the particle hi is changed into he. 

The Optative. Mood, andi the Cqnjuh&ive 'are after the manner of. the 
Verbs ACtives,by put to ta in the Optative,and vei in the Conjunctive. As for 
example. • ; r{ :> ' , 

gmnUconhi ta,l pray God I bee \ovz<i. Tiloconhi ta, I pray Cod thou bee 
loved 5 Inloconbita,! pray Cod hee be loved 5 Cohldcenkta,! pray God we bee 
loved. Tiloconhitata , I.pray Godyeebe loved, gmloconhi tatacque,'l pray 
God they bee loved. 

So in the preterperfeCt tenfe ta onelyis added.- as for example. 

Xinloconhi /a,would to God I have or had been loved. Ixnloconhitajpriy Cod 
thou haft or hadft bin \oyzd,Ivloconhita,Vr2.y Cod he have or had been loved. 
Plur. Xotoconhiu, pray God we have or had been \ovz&,Ixtiloconhi u ta,l pray 
God ye have or had bin loved,A '//oconbi ta tuque, I pray God they have or had 
been loved. W here note that the particle Ta, if any other word or fentence be 
put with the Verb,may bee put before the Verb,as Niw tagmnloconhij. pray 
God I be greatly loved. Otherwifeif the Vcrbe be alone, ta\s placed after it. 

The Conjunctive Mood is thus ,Vei j§uinloconhi,ifl be loved, Vei tiloconhi 
if thou, bee loved, and fo forth. . 

. This is all, which commonly, is taught. (Concerning this tongue. In which 
grounds hee that is perfect in, and hath a Dictionary of the feverall words of 
it, may foone learn to fpeake it. As I lhall underftand by my beft fnends.,that 
there is a defire of further printing a Dictionary,I fhall fatisfie their defires,and 
apply my felf unto it.Thefe few rules for thei prefent I have thought fit to print, 
for curiofity fake,and that it may appear,Bpw eafie the Indian tongues are to be 
learned.I fhall conclude this unparalleld wqrk, with the Lords Prayer in that 
tongue, and with a brief explication of it. 

Cat at taxah vilcat• Nitnta incaharyhi avi ; Inchalita Avihauripan Cana.In- 
vanivita Navayahvir vachacal, he invantaxah. Chayeruna cahuhunta quih 
‘viic 3 Na^achtAcamac, he inca^achve qmmac ximacquivi chi quih-, Macoaca- 
•n a chipamcAtAcchihi h Coave$atA china mchtstiri, mani qtiiro, he inqui.Amen. 

Note. Catatj according, to the rule of declining Nounes,is the firft perfon 
plurafwhich is known by the particie Chadded to Tat, which fignifieth father 5 
and Cat at is our father. 

Taxkh fignifieth heaven- it is put before the word or verb vilcat ? for more ele¬ 
gancy fake, and for better placing of it, contrary to the Latin and. Englijh , 
where es, and art , is put before in ccelit, or in heaven. Likewife it is put without 
aprepofiti-on,contrary to the Greekc, Latin and Englifh: for in this tongue 
many times the prepofitions are omitted and underftood. 

Vilcat fignifieth es or art : it is the fecond perfon of the Verbe, Sum,es,fui, 
which is a Verbe Anomal,and not conjugated after the rule of Verbes above. 
As for example. Vitquin, I am, Vilcat, thou art, villi, hee is. Plural. Vile oh,\vet 
are, vilcatta, yee are, Vilqtte tacque, they are. The PreterperfeCf tence, Xiitvi, I 
have been, Ixtivi, thou haft been, Ixvi, hee hath been. Plural. Xohvi, we have 
been, Ixtivita,yez have been, Xivi tacque, they have been .Imperative. Tivi or 
Xivo, bee thou 5 Chivi or Chivy, let him be. Plural. Cohvjta or Cohvo ta, let 
us bee $ Tivita or 2" ivota, bee yee $ ta or ^uivo ta tacque, let them bee. 

The Optative and. Conjunctive are accpfding to thc.Rule above? by adding 
ta or veij.0 the'prefent tenfe,and preterperfeCt tenfe oM^.Ihdicative'Mood. 

' . '.V' ' ’ Him 
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Nipt ujnaharcihi, which fignifieth, I pray God may be greatly magnified- 
Nm fignifieth greater greatly. Ta is extant is, or of wifhing. Jncaharcihi , is 
the third perfon of the Verbe guincaharcihi, which fignifieth to be magnified 
or extolled $ and is formed according to the rule above, from the attive verbe, 
Nucahar^a ,to magnifie. or extoll,by changing the laft a into itn ±arid adding quin 
the particle of the paflivc. v 

Avi thy name. Vi, fignifieth name, and according to the j‘ule above for 
Kounes beginning with a Gonfonant a is the particle of the fecond 
perfon. 

InchaUtA avihanri, let come thy Kingdome, is the proper exprelfion of this 
in Engl if). Inchali, is the third perfon of the Verbe guincbali, which 
fignifieth to come. 7 a is as before optantis , or of wifhing. lhauri or 
Ihauric , fignifieth hingdome. Av, ,added, fheweth the fecond perfon. 

Fan cana , upon our heads. This is a peculiar exprelfion in that tongue- 
which ( as all other tongues) hath many phrafes, ftrange exprdfions, proper 
elegancies and circumlocutions. Whereof this one, to fay, Let thy King- 
dome come upon our heads. Pam or Pan , is a prepofition, fignifying in or 
within, of upon. Na fignifieth head Nuna, my hea d,Cana, our head,accor¬ 
ding to the rule above: from whence they call a hat, Par. Nuna, as being upon 
the head. 

Invanivita Nava, let be done what thou wilt. They haye no proper Noun 
to exprefie a mans will, but exprefie it by a Verbe: Invanivi, is the third per¬ 
fon of the Verbe, guinvanivi, which‘fignifieth to be made or done. The 
A Clive is Nuvan , I doe or make: from whence are formed many palfives, 
as Quinvan or cjmnvanhi, or Quinvani,or Jguinvamvi, or £hiinbanari ; or 
guinvantihi , whereof this laft fignifieth to bee done fpeedily. And fo to 
all Verbes Adtives and PaffiVes, this particle tihi, is added atthe end,to figni- 
fie haft or fpeed in doing any thing. Nava, is the fecond perfon of the Verbe, 
Inva, I will, according to the rule for verbes beginning with a vowell, Nava, 
thou wilt, l nr a, he will. 

T abvir vach a cal, here upon the face of the earth; Tahvtr , is an Ad verbe 
fignifying here,F^,fignificth face, Nuvach,myhcc,Avach, thy face, Rttvach , 
his face. Acal , fignifieth the earth or ground. 

He invan taxah, as it is done in heaven. He is an Adverbe,fignifying even as, 
Jnvan, is the third perfon of the palfive Verbe, §)uinvan , to bee done. Taxah, 
as before, fignifieth in heaven without any prepofition to it, 

Chaye rtma , give today. Nuye is the firft perfon oftheprefenttenfe, fig¬ 
nifying, I give, Cha, is the particle (according to the rule above ) of the fe¬ 
cond perfon of the Imperative,Mood. Chaye, give thou j Chyrue, let him give. 
J?««rf,today. 

Cahuhun ta quih w/V,our every day bread,whcre note that o*,put before hu- 
hun is very elegantly placed,though it doe belong to the word viic ,which figni¬ 
fieth bread. Nuviic,my bread, C avi ic,our brezd.Huhunis an underlined word, 
fignifying every one, or everything, quih fignifieth the llm or the day. 

Nayach ta camac, I pray God thou forgive our finnes. They qfe not here the 
Imperative Mood, as in Latin demitte ,and in Englijh forgive,but with the par¬ 
ticle of \yiftting, they ufe the Optative Mood. Nayachis the fecond perfon 

of the Verbe, Nuyach, I forgive. Mac, fignifieth fin. Numac ,my fin or fins, ca¬ 
tnac, our fins. Lav alls another word in that tongue alfo to fignifie fin. , 

'AA*%ncq$achve quimacylilvcn as^^r^vei^tr is the firft perfon 

pIuKB^ecordrngfto the rule above, for vefbefs beginning-with a coofonant*-^ 
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is put at the end for elegancy fake.Q mnac is the third perfon plural. Where note 
that in a whole fpeech or fcntence, fometimes the particle iacque^ obferved a- 
bove in the rule for declining is left out $ and fometimes it is added. As here" 
qnimac their fins; or elfe it might have been qm'mac tacque. s 

Xim acqnivi chi qtiih ,that have finned againft, our backs,oFiter,fignifyino- fin 
is this Verbe formed, qmnmabqimji.to fin.So likewife of AtW/in, is formed a- 
nother Verb, quinlavim, to fin. This Verbe qmnmacquivi is a Deponent • of 
which fort there are many in that tongue, as ‘quincutmi % to preach, which have 
the fame Particles as the Verbes Paftives, Chiquih i$ ( a word compounded of 
the Prcpofitronc/h and ^whichfignifietlibaekjanciis varied like the Nptmes 

beginning with a Vowel 1, and joyned with chi, fignifiah againft, as CkiviL 
againft mee, ehavih^ againft thee, chirth, againft him. Plural .Chiquih^ aoainft 
us 6 ch.avj.kta , againft yee, chtquth tacque, againft them. And if another third 
perfon bee named, chtrih , ftandeth for againft, as chirih Pedro , againft Peter 
that is, againft the back. If many be named in the third perfon Plural,then cit- 
quih is ufed,as chiquih mche , or chiquih cunch elal^ againft alh 

Macoacana, leave us not. This Verbe is here compounded of three: firft Ma 
is abbreviated from the word mani ,which fignifieth no or not, as likewife man- 
chttcu. Co or coh , fignifieth wee or us, and as in the rules before I have obfer¬ 
ved,is put here before the V erb;which caufeththe nio be cut off from the verb, 
which otherwife fhould have beene mean a, of nucana, Heave, mean a, thou 
leaveft,/>;m:<t/M,he leaveth,and fo forth. 

Chipam catacchihi , in our being tempted. This is another great elegancy m 
that tongue to ufe a Verbe Paffive for a Noune,and to add to it a Prepofition 5 
as here, chipam, which fignifieth in 5 and putting to the Verbe the Particles 
wherewit h the Nounes are varied and declined. Nutacchih, fignifieth I tempt. 
ThcPaffive is quintacchihi^i am tempted ; from whence nutacchihi, fignifieth 
my being tempted, or my temptation; atacchihi , thy temptation, rmcchihij 
his temptation, catacchihi, our temptation. 

Coa.'ve^ata china unchetsiri . Deliver us from allevill things. Inve^a^s I have 
noted before, fignifyeth to deliver. Co is the firft perfon Plural put before the 
Verbe, as I obferved in the rule above, and in that Conjunction or compound 
macoacana. china is a Prepofition, fignifying above or from* Unchejdgnidah 
all, which is undeclinable, tsiri^ is an AdjeCtive properly undeclinable alfo or 
unvariable,in Gender,Cafe,and Number ; as are all AdjeCtiVes in that tongue. 

It fignifieth evill or bad; as tsiri vinac,an evill man, tsiri ixoc 3 a bad woman, 
tsiri chic op, a bad or evill beaft; fo likewife in t he Plural number it is the fame. 
Without a Subftantive it is as the Newter Gender, as malum for maUree, fig¬ 
nifying an evill thing, or evill things. The Subftantive that is formed from 
it, is /j7>; ^«/ 7 ,which'fignifieth evill or mckedneffe. Voronqttil , fignifieth the 
Tame. 

Mani quir#, not good.-this is put for a further expreffion of evils to be delivered 
from whStfoever is not good.Mani,2.s I noted before,fignifieth not. Qtf/ht.isas 
tsiri, an Adje&ive, fignifying good or a good thing, and is undeclinable, unva¬ 
riable in both numbers. Quito vinac , a good man, qniro ixoc i a good woman, 
quiro chicop , a good beaft; fo likewife in the plural number, qniro vinac, good 
men.The Subftantive that is derived from this Adjedive,is,^»/Vc^/,goodnefs. 
Chiohal ,fignifieth the (imt.quirolahys, very good,///>i/^,very bad,where lah is 
added at the end of an adjedtive,it puts the fame aggravation as valde in Latin. 

He inqtii, even as he faith. The meaning is, even as hee faith that taught this 
prayer. Quinqui , fignifieth I fay, tiqui, thou faieft, inqui, hee faith, CohqmQ 
U a wee 








: lay, ijcjwna , yee fay, qniquitacque , they fay. 

Amen. All words which have no true expreflion in the Indians tongues. 


are continued in 


the Spanijh^ or in the proper tongue, as here Amen. So wine 
which formerly they had not, they call vino * though by an improper word 
fome call it C aft ilana ha^ that is, the water of Caftile. So God, they call Dies 
commonly j though fome call him Nim Ahval , that is, the great Lord. 

And thus for curiofities fake, and by the intrcaty of lome lpeciall friends, I 
have furnilhed the Preffe with a language which never yet was printed, or 
known in England. A Merchant, Mariner, or Captaine at Sea may chance 
by fortune to be driven upon fome Coaft, where he may meet with fome Poco- 
man Indian • and it may bee of great ufe to him, to have lome light of this 
Poconchi tongue. Whereunto I fhall be willing hereafter to add fomethmg more 
for the good of my Countrcy* and for the prefent I leave thee Reader to ftudy 
what hitherto hath briefely been delivered by mee. 


FINISi 
















A Table of the Chapters of this Booke, with the 
Contents of the moft Remarkeable things in them. 

Chap. i. 

fOw Rome doth yeerely vifit the American and Afian Kingdomes, 

I page i. 

| Contents! 

The Popes Policy in maintaining confiantlyfome poore Penfionary Bifhops in 
Rome, page i. 

Withottt'great Sums of Many , and new Purple Clothing given to the Cardi- 
ndlsfuits are not Canonized at Rome, pag.2. 

Monies fent out of England to Rome , for Indulgences to bee granted to 
private Altars in Papijls private chambers. page 2 . 

More power granted to the Kings of Spain,0v<?r the Clergy in the Weft-In- 
dia’s then to other Princes inEwope,upon condition that they maintain there the 
Pope) Authority^and Preifis to preach. page ; 2.3. 

The fefuites challengefiom^nnchXa^msm Preaching of the Gofpet 
as due onely to them, page 3d * , „ , . > 

Mifions of Preifis, Fryers y or fefuHes^ are yeerely fent at the King of 

CHAP. II. r 

Shew in# that the Indians wealth, under a pretence of their Converfion,hdth 
corrupted the hearts of poore begging Fry e r s,with finfe, hatred and ambition, 

page 3. ' 

^ .. Contents'. 

Hatred wounded upon difference in Religion , vs mofi bitter. Page 3.4. 

Iefuitesand Fryers , but especially Dominicans , deadly enemies. Page 4. 


... _ y _ into England, aspri-y 

eflyby the cunning fubtilty ofiefuites 1 

England h - Wim- 

frcds Well; as alfo the Sopehoitfesat Lambeth ,with the.Sope Patentee belong¬ 
ing to them. page 1 ). 

^More Iefuiticaliprankes di[covered, page ?. 

'% %“}>»£ *ffl‘ tr ' mt H’* 

rM. 

MdMmhtmi. p.«. . ;y. • -xr CHAP. 








The Contents. 


CHAP. III. 

Shewing the manner of the Mifions of Fryers ,andlefuites to the India’s.pag.7. 
Contents. 

Biftinttion offeverall Provinces amongf the Fryers,and Iefuites , under head 
at Rome,named Generali, page 7. 

Weft-India Fryersrich prices to the Hollanders, page 7. 

Pcpa mdulgemt gramdto frch Fryers, *s goe to the India’s, and his excom- 
mmicattonto Juch as oppofe them, page 8. 

Liberty draws mof of the Fryers to the India’s, page 8. 

The death of an unchafi wife munhered by her owne husband, caufed fa 
the too much liberty of a wanton Fryer in Guatemala, Anno 1635 .p.p. J 

CHAP. IV. 

Shewing to tvh.it Provinces of the Eaft md Wcft-India’s ielmging to the 
Xa ’ m J CM Mtpons of Friers andlcfmos. And efLtagy of 
the Mif ions font in the jeer 1625. page 9. J 1 


Two 

fives. 


Contents. 


o forts ^/Spaniards in the India’s deadly enemies to one another vh.tbe Na- 
~ k ■' home there, and fuch. as goefrom S pain thither, pa^ep. 10 

^io i0US ° rderS AYe thC chie f Preachers in the Evince ‘of Guatemala. 
to Spain «phi]ippi n as,*/^,i.(fe; r yj;„ 

A vawe and worldly dijeourfe of1 Fryer of the India’s, page 1 i. Ia . 

I ^ h ^ ble f cm i e °f the Authors reflation to goe to Halt and Weft-India’s. page 

Founpoore Mendicant Fryers, as Apoftles entertained by Don Frederique 
de Toledo, and the G allies in Puerto de Santa Maria, page 14. 4 

CHAP. V. 

Of the Indian Fleet, that departed from Cales, Anno Dorn. 1625. And of 
feme remarkable pafages in that v 01 age. page 14. J 

Contents. 

The love of Nuns toopowerfull over Fryers .pacre 14. 

The Author hid in'an empty barrell onjhipboard, in the Bay of Cades, page 15. 
*/pa oci6 re °f the Indian Navi £ atim > ie *'>-»nMthefrf land wardIfcover- 

CHAP. VI. 

Pfour dfc every offome Ifands,><md what trouble befell us in one ofthem.p.i <5. 

tl T n j Contents. 

6 jhmds called Deffeada, Marigalante, Dominica, Guadalupe, are 

the 
















The Contents. 


tkefirB dfcovered in America, in the Spanifh Navigation, page 17. 

A Chrifiian Mulatto having lived twelve yeeres among Heathens , with 
an InfideUwfe and Children, found in Guadalupe, page 18. 

A fitddatm nproare and mutiny of the Indians of Guadalupe , who few 
and wounded many of the Spanifh Fleet, 1625. page 25. 

CHAP. VII. 

of our furtherfailing to St. John de Ulhua, aliaSjVcra Crux, of oitr landing 
there,pigc 19. * 

Contents. 

A Fryer wounded at Guadalupe, died,and was folemnly caft to the Sea.pzg.so. 
A Spaniard [trimming in the found of Mexico,cruelly fain,and partly devoured 
by a Sea Monfier. page 21. 

The Virgin Mary, called upon more thenGod,in a fuddain apprehenfiou of A 
florme. page 21. 

CHAP. VIII. 

of our landing at Vera Crux, otherwife St. John de Ulhua, and ofour enter * 
iainmeht there, page 22. 

Contents* 

The vanity and worldlinefe of a Religious Dominican Snperiour in St. John 
deUlhu 3 ,page 23 . 

The houfes and Churches of St. John de Ulhua, builded with boards and tim¬ 
ber, and therefore eafily and often fired, page 23.24. 

A further relation of the towne of St. John de Ulhua, with the rich trading of 
it from mofi parts of the Weft-India’s, as alfofrom the Eaft-India’s. page. 24* 

CHAP. IX. 

of our journey from St. John de Ulhua to Mexico, and of the mofi remarkable 
T 0 wnes and Villages in the way , page 2 5. 

Contents. 

Our Fryersfirfi entertainment by the Indians of the old Vera CruX .page 25. 

A Franc if can Fryers vow and profefiion contrary to the vanity,car dwg,dicing, 
andfwearing, praftifedby them of Xalappa, in the India’s, page 26. 

Abundance of Gnats in the Rinconada, taketh away the comfort of the great a - 
bundance of provifion that is there, page 27. 

From whence the Towne called Segura de la Frontera had its beginning, page. 
27.28. 

CHAP. X. 

.Wherein is fet downe the Ffiate and Condition of the great Towne o/Tlax- 
ca\hn,when the first Spaniards entered into the Empire of Mexico. Cortez his 
firfi encounter with the Tlaxcalteca’s, their League with him 5 with a defcription 
c f the Towne , and of the fiate and condition of it now. page 2 9. 

Contents. 

A wad offione without Lime or Morter, of a fadorne and a halfc high y and 
U 4 twenty 







The Contents. 


ty foot bread , built by the Indian, for a defence in time of Wanes before the 
camming of the Spaniards, page 29. 

fou ref core thoufand Inekm^foon raifed and armed by thofe of Tlaxcalhn, and 
(ocne overcome by athoufand onely Indians and Spaniards with Cortez pas 
30.31. -» r 

let further a hundred and fifty thoufand overcome byfour e hundred Spaniards, 
andfix hundred Indians, page 31.32. 

Three prefeats fent to Cortez, viz jiveJlaves } Frankincenfe andfeathers ,F owles , 
firmedandCherries,toknow whether hee were a God or a man. pag. 32. 

Montezuma the Emperour his greJt prefentfent to Cortez, pag! 34. 

The Tlaxcalteca s pay no Tribute to the King of Spain, as others doe, five onely 
One G offr <?/Af 4 ;^.pag .35 . 

: A defcriptim ofthefoure chief ftreets of Tlaxcallan.^ the ftandard of the 
Town. pag: 35. 

Twenty thoufandperfons wont to meet in one Market place of Tlaxcallan, to 
buy and fell. pag. 35. 

Severelufiice executed upon a thief by the inhabitants 0/Tlaxcallan. pag. 3 6. 
CHAP. XI. 

Concluding the reft of our Tourney from Tlaxcallan to Mexico, through the 
City of Angels, WGuacocingo. pag.36. 

Contents. 

The C ftp of Angels firfl builded by the Command of Antonio de Mendoza, in 
theyeer 1530. pag.37. 

It was firfl called by the Indians Cuctlaxcoapan,?^? is to fay,afnake in water. 
Ibid. 

Many more particulars of the City of Angels briefly related.Ibid. 

The Town of Guacocingo, why priviledgedby the Spaniards.pag.38. 

Tezcudo, the firfl Town in the Weft-India's, that received a Chriftian King. 
Fg* 3 5?* 

Howthe Vergantines, (wherewith Cortez befieged Mexico by water) were 
brought by Land in pieces from Tlaxcallan to Tezcuco*, and foure hundred thou - 
find men, ffty dayes imployed in making a Jluce or Trench for the flnifhimg of 
them,and launching them forth to the Lake, pag.40. • 

Cortez his Army divided into three parts m the plain ofTtzcuco.for the bet¬ 
ter befieging o/Mexico.pag.40.41. 

Cortez made ufe offeven thoufand b tames of Cedar trees for the building of 
his houfe in Mexico.pag.41. 

CHAP. XII. 

Shewing fame particulars of the great and famous City of Mexico in former 
times ; with a true defeription of it now. And of the State and Condition of it 3 
in they ear e 1625. pag.42. 

Contents. 

Littlefuhflance or nourijhmentfound in the fruits, and other food of Mexico, 
pag* 42.43. 

Seve» 











_ __ Tfce Contents. 

Severdi opinions concerning the difference of ftefh and [ait water in the 
L«ke of Mexico, p. 43,44. 

Montezuma his ft at ely Palace in Mexic o.called Tepa c b mth two more, the One 
With many ponds of fait andfrejh ftaterfirfeverall forts of fifties- the other 
for banking fifties , andfifties of rapine» p. 44,45. ’ 

Three th off and mere the Attendants in Montezuma his Court, fed with nhat 
came from his Table. p. 4 6. 

Mexico called formerly Tenuchtithn, and why ? ibid. 

What Mexico proper If fignifieth 3 and from whenceft called, p. 47. 

The Names of the fen Emperours that were 0/Mexico; W Montezuma his 
death . ibid. 

Quahutimoc Empereur of Mexico taken pr if oner, and that great City con - 
quoted by Cortez the 13. o/Auguft, 1521. p. 49. 

Two hundred thoufand little boats called Canoas , belonged to Mexico, to 
bringprovifion into the City. p. 50. 

ADcfcnption of the chiefe Market of Mexico, wherein a hundred thoufand 
perfons did uftiafly meet to buy and fell. p. 50, 51. 

A Defcription of the great Church of Mexico Jefore the entring of the Spa¬ 
niards, p.51, 52. 

The Pap/fls have continued the fifluon of their Churches , Altars , Cloift’ers, 
And many ether their abufes from the Heathens, p. 52, 53. 

The Gods of Mexico, two thoufand in number ,p. 53. 

Mexico after the Conqueft, was built agaipe with a hundred thoufand hsufes, 

Eifteen thoufand Coaches are judged to be in the City of Mexico, p. 56. 

Popingay prefented toy he King of Spain, worth halfi a million of Due- 
bates, ibid. 

A Lampe in Mexico worthfoure hundred thoufand Crownes. ibid. 

The Attire of the female fex of Blackmores, Mulattos, and Meftiza’s in 
Mexico, p. 57. 

The Spaniards with their gifts to the Churches and Cloifiers cover their la- 
feivious lives,as islhewedhy an exampleinMexico. p. 57. 

About two thoufand Ccaches daily meet in the Alameda of Mexico. $9. 

of a fruit in the India’s, called N uchtli. p. 60. 

of feme other fruits, and officially of'a tree called. Metl. p. 60 , 6t. 

A memorable hifiory of a great mutiny in Mexico, caufed by the too great 
power of an Anhprelate, and the Covetoufnefeofthe Viceroy. With feme obfer- 
vations gathered fir the good of England out of the [aid mutiny . p. 62* 
& fcquenr. 

CHAP. XIII. 

'Shewing the'fever all parts of this new world of America; and the places of 
Note about the famous City of Mexico, p. 68. 

Contents. 

A Defcriptton of the fiery Mountain , called Popocatepec. p J 69. 

The riches belonging to the Viceroy his chapped at Chapukepec, worth above 
a million of Crownes. p. 70. 

A Defcription of 'a rich Defart y or wildernejje, three leagues from Mexico* 

ibid. 

The cruelty of 'Don Nunio de Guzman in Mechoadm. p. 71* 










The Contents. 


. The wanner of burying the Kings of Mechocan, before it was conquered by 
"^Spaniards. p. 71, 72. 

The Spaniards themfelves wonder that oar Engliih Nation is not more Attive 
in conquering more of the Continent of America beyond Virginia, p. 73. 

Nova Albion in America, namedfo by Sir Francis Drake, p. 74. 

Hcrv the Countrey of Jucatan was frf named, ibid. 

Intheyear i6^2.the Indians 0/Jucatan mutinied againfl the Spaniards.ibid. 

The City ofV aldivia/ 1 named from a Spaniard of that name too greedy and 
covetous of gold. p. 7 6. 

The famous Attempt of John Oxenham an Englilh man Jr om the Coajl of 
Nombre de Dios, to the If and of Pearlesinthe South fea. p. 77. 

The Spanifh Fleet of Nova Hifpania taken by the Hollanders, in the river 
of Matanzos* p. 80. 

CHAP. XIIII. 

Shewing my Tourney from Mexico to Chiapa, Southward, and the mofi re¬ 
markable places in the way . p. S1. 

Contents. 

For n>hat reafons I fayed in America ymd would not goe on to the Philippina 
Jfands in the Eaft-India’s. p. 82. 

A Proclamation from the viceroy in the market place of Mexico ' againft 
fuch as Jhbuld conceale y harbour, and hide any Fryer bound for the Philippina 
Ifands. p. 83. 

A double Wheat harvef every yeer in a Valley , called St. Pablo, p. gj. 

The Dominicans Cloifer in Guaxaca, very rich, andflrong. p. 86. 

The great River Alvarado, though it run from St. John de Ulhua far info 
the heart of the Countrey towards Guaxaca^^ there is no Cafile, Tower , or 
Ordnance upon it. ibid. * 

An Old Frier, Mafer of Divinity fpightfully andmalicioufy buried in a gar¬ 
den by the Friers of Guaxaca. ibid. 

Friers in ^India’s may travaif and call for Turkeys, Capons, or what they 
pleafe to eat , without any mony, upon the Indians charges, p. 87. 

Tecoantepeque a Sea Towne, upon Mar del Zur, altogether unfortifed.ibid . 

The Author lodged in a Wildernejfe , and affrighted with a fare apprehenfim 
of death by Wild beads, p. 88, 89. 

The Author^ and his Companies dangerous pafage over the mountaine of 
Maquihpz, feeding three dates upon green fowre lemmons and water, p. 90. 
& fequ. 

Two myferious games of Tables played between the Superiour of the Domini¬ 
can Friers of Chiapa, and the Author and his Company, p. 94, 95. 

Our fately entertainment in a Towne colled St. Philip,Chiapa.p.95,96. 

Our imprifonment in the Cloifer of Chiapa, and three daies penance with 
bread ana water, p. 96. 

A friers penance in Chiapa for a Love letter to a Nun. v. 97. 

The Author made Schoole-wafer in Chiapa. ibid. 

CHAP. XV. 

Deferring the Countrey of Chiapa, the chief ef Townes and Commodi¬ 

ties belonging toil. p. 98, 

Con- 













The Contents 


Contents. 

Somefoolijh quefiions moved to the Author by a great Bon of Chiapa -,and his 
anfwertotbem accordingly, p. 99 - & fequ. 

One thousand and fix hundred Buck at es got by a Bifhop of Chiapa in one 
moneth onely for Confirmation of little children in Indian Townes. p. 102, 

A Bifhop of Chh^apoifonedby women, with a cup ofChocolatte, for forbid¬ 
ding Chacolatte to be drunke in the Church. p. 103. 

The Author his anfwer to a token fentto him by a gentlewoman Chiapa. 
p. 104. 

The great Dexterity of the Indians of Chiapa in Jhewes, and publike feafis . 
ibid. 

T he River of T abafco very commodious for any Nation to enter up towards 
Chiapa. p. 105. 

CHAP. XVI. 

Concerning two daily, and common Drinkes, or Potions much ufed in the In¬ 
dia’s, called Chocolatte, and At 0 lie. p. 10 6. 

Contents. 

The Nature of the Cacao, and the tree it groweth it upon,and the two forts of 
it. p. 106, 107. 

Cinnamon one of the befi ingredients in the Chocolatte - ? and why? p. 10$. 

x^ichiotte how it groweth • and for what it is good. ibid. 

Severallwaies todrinkc the Chocolatte. p. 109. 

CHAP. VII. 

Shewing my Tourney from the City of Chiapa unto Guatemala ,and the chief 
places in the way. p. 11 r. 

Contents. 

SixthoufandDuckates fentby a Fryer to Spain to % a Bifhopricke. p. 112. 

A rich treafure and picture of Mary in a poor and fmatl Town ofthe Indians, 
called Chiantla, among th^ntountaints,named Cyxchaatsassl'in.ti. p. 113. 

The water of the river of aTowne, called Scapula, caufeth great fn>tilings 
in the throat, p. 114. ... 

The Authour his dangerous fall from the mount awe of Zopbih, andhu 
great deliverance attributed to a miracle by the Indians^ with the conceit the In¬ 
dians had of his fanttity and holine(]e. p. 115. . . , * 

The Indians guide the Friers in the night^when they travail, with lights of 
Pine wood. p. 116. 

The <rreat Fair of ChimaltenangO. p. 117. 

The Author ahnfed,andfufpecfed to be afpie, by an old frier in Chimaltenan- 

g Stones of a fruit, orplumme,called Xocoucft forfiering,and alfogoodto 
fat hogs. 117, 11S. 

CHAP.VIIL 

Defcribingthe Dominions, Government, Riches, and great nefie of the City 
of Guatemala, and Country belonging to it. p. 118. 











The Contents. 


Contents. 

Guatemala an open City without any walls , forts 3 or Bulwarkes about it 
p. 118. * 

s The Author-welcomed /o Guatemala*, and fir ft graced with a publick AH of 
Tivinityfand after made Mafler of Arts in the fame City. p. 11 8, I ip. J 
The forme of the Letters Patents , as are ufedthere , andfent to the Autho ur to 
read Arts in thcUmverfity. of Guatemala, ibid. , 

The manner, of prefenting the Authortsthe Bifhopfor.obtaining his Licence to 
preach pubiikely . p. 120. 121. 

The fome of the BifhopsLicencetopreach and heart Confefibns within-his 
Bifhopncke, in Spanifli, and Englilh; withfomegloffes upon it. p. m, 122. 

Donna Maria de Caiiilhfwaliowedup by a river which fhddawly gufhed out 
of a mountaine neer to Guatemala, for blafphemingand defying Gvd.p. 124. 
The honour of the Vulcan of fire uee r Guatemala, ibid. 

Thirteen pound and a halfe of Biefefold about Guatemala for threepence. 

■ One man onely enjoying. 40000.' head of Cat tell^ and one onely that bought 
6000. neer Guatemala, ibid. - „ ■ 

How Guatemala and the Townes about ateJfored with provifion ofBiefe and 
Mutton-, andby whom. ibid. v - 

Foure exceeding rich Merchants in Guatemala, befidesmany other of great 
but inferiour wealth to them. p. 126. 765 

The Covetoufnefje of a Prefident of Guatemala flowed in Carding and ga¬ 
ming. ibid. , . '% 

Thirty thoufand Buckatsyeerly, therentofoneCloifierin Guatemala- le~ 
fides the treafure in it ,w crib a hundred thoufand Crownes.p. 127. 

A thoufand perfons c ommonly living within one Cl oilier of Nuns in Guate - 
mala, ibid® 

The Bifhop of Guatemala his Nun , very power full and rich. p. 128. 

The flrength of the Blackmore jlaves aboiit the Countrey of Guatemala 
p. 129 - 

Ad the power of Guatemala is not able to reduce a few Blackmore (laves who 
are fted to the mountains about Golfo Dulce. p. 13 0. . . 

Between the Towne of Acacabaftlan W Guatemala are Mines of Copper 

and non, and probably a treafure of Gold. p. 131. ; 

all M'. * wort kf l f, hundred thoufand Duckates, living like abeafi in the 

A kind of wheat in the valley */Mxco, called^ remefino/ which after three 
moneths fowne isharvefledin. p. 135. 

A Towne called St. Lucas, wherewheat threfhed is laid up in Bames ,andkee- 
peth two or threeyeers with much increafe. ibid. - 

A Towne-of twelve thoufand Indian inhabitants not yet conquered , dying be- 
tween JucatanWVera Paz. p. 136. 


CHAP. XIX. 

Shewing the Conditionquality,fajkion, and behaviour of the Indians of the 
fdemmttef Gu ™ C ^* k >f l> * cethe and efpecially of their feafs and 

^ iv;r 7 y* ■ , 














Tke Contents* 


Contents. 

'The Indians of the Count rey of Guatemala,//** the Ifraelites by Pharaoh, 
j much oppreffed by the Spaniards, becaufe they multiply and increase, p. 138. 

T*/Weft-India’s eafiertobe conquered new, then in the time that Cortez 
conquered them. p. 10 .'. r 

Some Indians choofe rather to die by pining away willingly pen to be fib] eft to 
the Spaniards oppreffion and cruelty, ibid. _ 

How the Indians are forced^ and distributed out by a Spanifh Officer to fervi 
the Spaniards weekly; p. 140. 

The manner of the Indians beds * as alfo their manner of cloathmg, ,p. 14G 

1 * 2 . 

They are divided into Tribes, with d chiefe head over every Tribe, p. 142. 
How they agree upon contracting Marriage one with another, ibid. 

Thepowdredbiefof the Indians, commonly called Talfajo. p. 143. 

The Indian Vemfon^ or flejh of wild marrow dreffed and eaten, ibid, 
exf Hedgehog good meat in the India’s, ibid. 

Of an Indian drinke, called Chicha. p. 144. . . 

The Spaniards ufe much to make the Indians drunke^and then ficke theirpoc- 

^TheVreipthat live in the Indian Townes are above the lujtices , and officers 
for peace, and whip, and give fentente and]udgement in the Church againfithi 

^The Service, and Attendants allowed to the Preiff. p. 147. 

How, and what tribute t he Indians fafj/eerly .Mp. MS: ' 

The Saints and Idols of the Romijh Religion differ not from the heathemjh 
Idols in ^Indians Opinion, p. 149* ,• , ... 1 a. * r 

Saints held unprofitable by the Preifs in rk India s, and fit to be caff out of 
the Churches, Whichbring not mony and gifts untothem at leaf once ayear e. 

lU The Preifs trademuch in wax candles,and fell fometimes one candle five of 

^An old Indian womans judgement concerning the Sacrament of the Lords 

^Allfoules ^day^Chrifimas^ Candlemas day, and Whitfunday , dates of great 

^Thelnllfsare forced tfmany It thirteen and fourteen yeets of age^andwhyf 

ThCground of our Fairs in England* p. 154 - 
S overall dances of the Indians, p. i 54 > r 55 * 

CHAP. XX. 

SM;W, »b Idefmcdm ,f Guatemala, 
language find to live among the and af [cme (articular ftfagls , and 

Accidents whilst I lived there, p. V) 6 - 

Contents.- 

The Author roinr with fomefew Spaniards 1 * and Chripan ^^I’sk’ir 
Countrey of unknowne Heathens ffell dangeroufljffic -,an wa*’ fur 
tm(h with the Barbarians , and by thatmeanes alfo in danger of his hf p 57 

15 Indhns growne up in agejorcedly driven to Baptifme, without any 











The Contents. 


~~Jksi» Chriftianity.by the Treifts affd .Friers that firfi entredintoA merk^Tibid 
Comayagua, a vooody\ mountainous, and barren Countrey p jrg 
T ^ e India ’ s * r ‘ Crammers and Biotmanes of thefevcY all Indian tongues, 

yeere* hid QKr h Came ?* r f ttn the Pocon chi language in one fur ter of * 

The meants y chiefly from the Church y whieh the Auth our enjoyed yeerlyin the 
Toivnes of Mixco and Pinola. p.161, 162. J J • We 

A Plague of Locufts in the India’s brought nofmall profit to the Auth our, 
J?* * 63 5 104. 

ibid^ Spaniarc5s COn M encc wfeme bleJJ'ed breads againfi the plague of Locufts. 

An ihfeftiotu dfeafe amongfi the Indians brought to the Author neer a hun¬ 
dred pounds in half e a jeer. ibid. ■ Hn 

The Author ft ruck dowries dead to the ground mth aflajh of lwhining and 
again m danger of his life by an Earthquake, p \6k 166 

l ‘‘(ff r " m , iM s lr l[ethenafi,a called Nigua, cmmonin the India’s 
wheremth the Author rvas in danger of lofting a leg ibid 5 

^Amorioas Witch wtbeTmn o/Pinola affrighted the Anthom. p. l(S7 . 

^Indian wizards and witches changed into [hapes of beads h the Be 
VI f as appeareth by trvo examples, p. 169. Sc fequ. ' J ■ 

. frit U ° U, . m in of Uixctod,[covered their preaching Idolfomd 

out bjtheAuthour, andburr.t ptblikely m the Churchy and bet in gnat defer to 
bee kiuedby them. p. 171. &dequ. 6 0 v 

CHAP. XXI. 

Contents. . 

Relation of a place called Serro Redondo,/,;, leagues from Petapa.p. 182. 

and J moake r MpPth camming out of the earth neer unto a 
S> isf AgUacha P a3 "’huh by the Spaniards isfuppofed to be a mouth of 

d,vidiK ^‘ C T ef 

ofdfcZdf’X ,ah “ n ° Ufrm th ‘ ***** of tiepr i rulcm ° fu - 

■pZdfi'lt Uw >™ dCmMr 'ya°“t, called bp the Spaniards , Mahomets 

t Y’ ,i ‘ ci >ygCnnodai» Nicaragua is one 
If tip W *!' ^ n< ^ ia s ’ ^ rea f on of many rich commodities, and feme 

Lis I rS£ Spam h “ retuenemcar ™<lthither, to he tranfportedhy the ?rri 
gats to Carthagena or Havana, p. 185, i% 6 * r J 

The 














Tie Gantents, 


The danger owpaflAgt/rW the Lake of commonly cal¬ 

led El Delaguadero. p. i 8 < 5 . 

4 -, The 4vtkwtn.ihif or 

Crocodile, p.187. ,ii« e oi« .q.W*.^^W 

* s %he AM-hpw whkdtt foTfyA H0fefl4r?W of W&rffii ffithe %4lm\ef $oo6i 
Croxpncs. p. 188,189. .ns.q.sirtO'oiJwv(V 


» Which 


were cut off by the Alcalde te 4 w* P*> ■*&»..■.. , *«*\« w, 

'The Author forced todrinke his ownt urine, and toff and like to perijh in an 
unknown e Ijland, and afterwards upon a Rocke. p. 195,194. 

Some particulars of the City of Panama, p. 195. 

The river of Chiagrc very fallow in many places, without fome great taini 
caufe the water to fall into it fpm the mgfiptafpes. ibid. 

Some particulars 0/PortoBello, during thet 'me that the Spanifh Fleet Jlayetb 
there, p. 196. 

The Papifis Bread God,or Sacrament eaten andgnawneby a Moufe in Porto-- 
bdlos with a Fajl in bread and water for that contempt done unto their God. 

©. 197, 198. 

The Spaniards/Ew of the Englifh that then inhabited the Ijland called]? to* 
vidence. p. 199. , 

Some Engliih Pri[oners at Carthagena, with one Captain Route, who at Ha¬ 
vana challenged fome Spaniards into the &U, who h^ akufed %* p. 

From the whole Span Fleet,me gallantly-taken aiyayjvorthfourcfcorc tbftfr 
findDuckate-hytwo Holland Wm°Mpp* not wellknowne, up on. the Coaffff 
Havana, p. 201. 

The manner of the Dominicans habit, with the meaning of it. p. 205* 


CHAP. XXII, 


Skcwin* how,and for what cauf ?/, after I had arrived in England, I took yet 
another journey to Rome; M other returned to ftp# 

my felfe in this rny Countrey. p f 205. 

Consents. 

Price a Monke very familiar with William Laud late Archbifop ofC antetv 

^The Authors B rother in great favour at CMrt y dhd afpiring tqa B tfeprtikh 
or to be Parilh Preifl of Coven garden, ifrd- y. . ..... 

The Anthour apprehended by aBuifevant^andfrotefledby S/rEianas VV.nr 

^TheAiithour from the low Countries got tetters of recommendation H.fm 
chiefe Cardinals in Rome. p. 207. . T • , -q i-j 

The Author robbed by French Fyrates going from Vzorne r* Romecfoid. 
The Cardinal Don Frdwcifeo Barbanni~ "fej 
and much acquainted with the affaires of England pm fffpecia ywi 
andproceed'ingsbf VVil&mXa *& ArM,fap d ^ 

VVilliam Laud his further Comply ance with the Cardinals of Romc,^ / J 
fed by Fitzherbert the lefuite in aconference with the Autbour. ibid. 
f Adefigne of making an Engliih Cardinall at Rome, and who chiefly eyed for 

a, ^ * **. - ° tos * 

France, p. 209, 210. jhi 
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The mifade printed,bphe Papifsofthe blueing andfoeafingof the Ladies 

picture c/Loretto, tried by the Authpur, andfoundto beea metr lie. p. 2 io. 

jAPthe^itllitigof the Parliane/ttw^ Italy much 

perplexed.^. 210,211. — : 

.ozTk'eAMhMrhkentgiin by a French Fleet hfi'fiife as he was coming home 
front Ligorne.p.211. 

- v The Author twice 


- j I jH'iindhkc tobe killedfor his 

profefien of the truths andfervice to the- State, p. 211,212. ■ '(* ^ mv« 

fcfc w s'iu W.Vv* av>. *\w\ i. ' fiw&t• &ivK v$T 

, ■ 4<>I c^i .v .*h*% * W* f W\\ 

•<^r .q .£in£flf, , -j hus y v-ft\«Vvvc \' v«A i i 

WVsi uwXVm < vv.v yi • v'~>’'\v: V '.r ' ! 

t F IN T S > 

--onvi .' • l' ' urcavt^A *»4 t Y*v, U.v\T5. tC.T 

v.’i&t bmk t^auw* \u\* ajthbv.i av iOihd 

2nHvh\9 iwJ\2bi£in£q3 vXT 

.< 5 qi .<j 



E K R AT A. 

P Ag,l,l.j4, read that Kingdom, p.8,I. J4, r.their owi.p. io,1.4<, r.party, p.n.l jd, r. Segovia, p. IJ.'I. j»; 

r,S». Jeh»dt Vlhua, ibid.l.4p.r. t he fpurnings, 3,34,1. the Srfi founder, p.17,1.25. r. were, p.24, 

1 , 3, r. ‘PertebeHo; ibid. l.j,d, r. Grijalva , p. 25,1.42, r. out ofthe Arbour, p.27,1.23, r. heep.ert, p.28,J. 46,r. 


hice/apettes, p.JC, 1.12, r. well baked, p.36,1-6, r. facrificed,:p.43,1.5, r. ina Spamlh, il 
p.$I, I.39, r. thofe facrifices, p.j3,l-43, r. confecrated, p.62,'.30, r, to be the Viceroyes 
el Rt y, p.69, I.41, r. p-7,f,Wvr.itgloriethi ibid: 1-47,r.madeVp.7i,l.i.r.j 


$«»#»/«,and Chietfapetttt, 

-r, it maketh, » n- l-’c 
I.31, r. lV,« ... .. 

1.74,1.23,a4.r.$ imaneai, p.y6, 1.1 a,r.have: 


ibidil. 5^, 
Viceroyes, p.g j, 


p.74> 1.23,24. r. htrrumcat, p.y 6 , l.t a, r.have in It, p-7J,l. 21, t.SeviBa,p.% 3 ., 1.2, r.to follow him, p. 8j,I.jp,r. 
Which, p. *8, !. 2,r. met here, p. 95, L14, r. merry, p.96,l-28,r. Cloifier, p.ieo, 1.21, r,bodies, rbid. 1. 22. 
1. planet, p.I02,1.51,52,r.women, p rop, l.?p,p,;another, p. 1 i4»l.33> r.thofe that, p. 115,1. Ai, r. anjt 
thing with them, p.. 1 1.e, 1. 14, r. ten leagues, p.Il7,l.io, a deadly, p. 1 ip,l. 3, r. Originall fin , ihid:1.4i,r. 
<* <27, tifed:'huIMrrPreachersjp, 1.2 2, r. not holy, p.123,1.2,r. gn'eving, p.I2S ,1-SI, r. cheap, ibidrl.jp, 

r. (lately, p.i26pl.$8,r. he lift, p.<28,l 26, r. thoufand Crownei, ibid: 1.55, r. is-nolanding, -p.129,1.2*0, r. 
to enrich Gmuenalut p.l30,146, r. ^cafabefllan, ibid: 1.54, r.hispower, p.I41,1.26, r. which after, p.1451, 
' ■" - ' -- ' —-' - * —ught more for, ibid:l. 3J,r..Iiversiixthe'tpwn, p.ijtf,!. it. 


1,38,r.provide, 4 >.ij o, 1-3;,r.buy,.p., 153, l.p.y, taughtm----—.. r -., -- 

r. halving, p.Vjj.I.y, r. Prefident, p. 107,1.38,*. killed him, p.lyo, 1-44, *• takenup, ,p; I71J.54, r. a run- 
ning water, p.178,1.4J, r. Priefts, p 179,1.12>r. fentrrea Patent, ibid :l.l6*r. to further, p.l8o,1.2r.sgainft 
it, which, p.182,.I.14, r. would not, p.183, 1u/r: r. Ttupichu, p. 184, I.50, r. there, p-187,1.^, r. difficult 
■journey, p. 1*3i l.i7, towards death, p. 158,1.1-3,,!. would, p.203ul*3o> r.*P*p*m», p.2.O0> 1.48.49,ppt(M> 
Before faptemtmtnoiioit, and leave it out in the next line, p.21?, I.40, r. T{u, ibid: 1.43, r.^uiput, p. 2I4» l -2, r. 
quiiat ueque, p:2I^,l.’26, r: chiquiUceb tacqut, ibid: 1:4<, n the fecond perfon, ibid: 1: 4psr: love thee, p :216.* 

X* 18, r Ixqutvirthtacqtu, ibid: l: 2h 22, rt vcrbspafEves, ibid: 1; 28, r tin < 4 , and r; change eh, ibid;I:ST; 
v: ixtiteekiu. 
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